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SmiRVEPOUT,  Jan.  18,  1864 

This  belli!;  the  day  fixed  by  law  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Geueral  Assembly,  the 
House  of  R.!prosoiitatives  met  at  the  Court 
House  in  the  city  of  Shreveport,  Parish  of 
Caddo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
Hon.  .J.  I>.  Elam,  of  De8oto,  was  called  to 
the  chair,  as  temporary  Spealier,  and  A.  H. 
Isaacson   as  temporary  Clerk. 

The  roll  being  called  the  following  Rep- 
re.sentative.s  answered  their  names,  viz: 

Messrs.  Anderson,  from  Madison,  Berry 
from  (Jlaibornc,  Cotton  from  Concordia. 
Couvillion  from  Avoyelles,  Dongh(!rty  from 
Carroll.  Drake  from  Tensas,  Elam  from  De- 
Soto.  Gilmore  from  Caddo,  Hawkins  from 
St.  Landry,  Head  from  })ienville.  Jack 
from  Natchitoclies,  Joffrion  from  Avoyelles. 
Johnston  from  Kapides,  Johnston  from  Ib- 
erville, Mayo  from  Morehouse,  McEnery 
from  Ouachita,  Myers  from  Rapides,  Mur- 
rell  from  Claiborae,  I^eck  from  Madison, 
i'resley  from  Sabine,  and  Taylor  from  Car- 
roll.    Twenty-one  in  number. 

Mr.  Cotton  introduced 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  mem- 
bers be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  the  number  of  members 
of  this  House  who  are  subject  to  its  process 
under  the  principles  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Court,   in  the  case  of  the   State  vs. 


the  loyal  members  from  the  ParLshes  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy,  whether  they  are  enti- 
tled to  their  seats  in  the  House  until  their 
successors  are  duly  elected  and  qualified. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Cotton,  and  the  resolution  as  amended 
adopted. 

Said  committee  was,  on  motion,  instruct- 
ed to  report  to  this  House  at  12  m.  to-mor- 
row. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  House  ad- 
jowrned  until  12  M.  to-morrow. 

A.  H.  lSA.\CSO:l 
Chief  Cleric  prfclem. 


irSlc 


Uous 


Tdesuay,  f\s.  19,  1864. 
met  pursuant    to   adjourn- 


J.    B.   iilam,   ot     DeSoto, 


The 
ment. 

Present— Ml 
Chairman. 

On  the  call  of  the  roll,  thirty-one  mem- 
berri  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  Cotton,  on  behalf  of  the  select  com- 
mittee of  fiA'^e  appointed  yesterday  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  the  number  of  members 
a  ressolution  asjof  this  House  who  are  subject  to  its  process 
'under  the  principles  decided  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs. 
Captain  B.  Bickham  on  the  application  of 
J.  J  Norton  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
vs.  Capt.  riouruoy,  and  to  report  as  re- 
gards the  loyal  members  from  the  Parishes 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  whether   they  be 


Captain  B.  Bickham,  on  the  application  of  entitled  to  their  seats  in  this  House,  until 


C  Ct.  Norton  for  a  writ  of  habeas  cori»nis 
vs.  Captain  Wm.  Flournoy. 

Said  resolution  was  passed,  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  Representatives  were  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee: 

Messrs.  Cotton.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Myers, 
Anderfjon,  of  M;ulison,  and  Head. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I5erry,  the  resolution 
was  reconsidered,  and  the  original  resolu- 
tion amended  by  Mr.  Foulhouse,  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  committee  report  as  regards 


their  successsors    are   duly    elected    and 
qualified,  submitted  the  following  report: 

The  committee  of  five,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  to  investigate  and 
report  the  number  of  members  of  this 
House  who  are  subject  to  its  process  under 
the  principles  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs..  B.  Bick- 
liara.  &c.,  and  also  the  amendment  thereto, 
to  inquire  into  the  qualification  and  nght 
of  membership  of  delegates  from  such  Par- 
ishes as  are  now  within  the  enemy'a  lines, 
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beg  leave  to  submit  this   their  unanimous 
report: 

That  under  the  principles  enunciated  by 
the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  B. 
IJickham,  there  are  forty-eight  members  re- 
turned to  this  House  in  the  late  election, 
jrom  twenty-nine  Parishes,  in  which  the 
■writs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will 
reach  the  members,  and  therefore  it  re- 
quires twenty-five  of  said  members  to  be 
present  to  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business— (see  the  certificate 
of  the  Secretary  of  Slate  accompanying  this 
report)  relative  to  the  amendment  as  to  th 
right  of  the  delegates  present  from  those 
Parishes  which  are  overrun  by  the  enemy, 
taking  their  seats  in  this  House — we  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  as  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Con 
stitution,  or  the  laws,  positively  denying 
said  parties  the  right  to  a  seat,  and  as  held 
in  the  case  above  cited,  that  wo  should,  in 
the  face  of  pending  difficulties,  give  to  that 
instrument  a  liberal  interpretation.  Or  we 
conclude  that  said  parties  should  be  admit- 
ted as  members  of  this  House,  after  its  or- 
ganization under  the  principles  held  in  the 
decision  above  quoted. 

J.  B.  COTTON. 

Chairman. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
above  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, the  House  proceeded  to  organize  by 
electing  its  Officers. 

Mr.  Griffin  nominated  Mr.  J.  B.  Elam  of 
De.Soto,  as  candidate  for  Speaker. 

On  the  call  of  the  roll  it  appeared  that 
the  following  members,  to-wit : 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Cotton,  Con 
villion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Gilmore,  Griffin, 
Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge,  Jc.ck,  Joffrion, 
Johnston  from  Ilapides,  Johnston  from  lb 
erville,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McCranie,  McEnery 
Myers,  Murrell,  Osborne,  Peck,  Pitre, 
Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll, Tpylrr  of  T^nion,  30  in  number,  voted 
for  Mr.  JoH'jp!;  jJ,  Ei^^m,  who  was  conse- 
quently elected  unanimously. 

Mr.  Elam  was  inducted  into  office  by  ta- 
king the  oath  required  by  law,  which  was 
adminis'^ered  by  the  Hon.  Roland  Jones 
Judge  of  the  10th  Judicial  District. 

The  Speaker  thereafter  administered  the 
oath  to  the  following  members,  to-wit: 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Cotton,  Cou- 
villion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Gilmore,  Grif- 
fin, Head,  Hawkins,  Hodge,  Jack,  JofFrion, 
Johnston  from  Rapides,  Johnston  from  Iber- 
ville, Lacy,  Mayo,  McCranie,  McEnery,  My- 
ers, Murrell,  Osborne,  Peck,  Pitre.  Press 
ley,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll, 
and  Taylor  of  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, the  House  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  its  Clerk. 


Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  nominated  Mr.  A. 
H.  Isaacson. 

On  the  call  of  the  roll  the  following  mem- 
bers, to-wit: 

Messrs.  Anderson^of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry.  Berry,  Blanks,  Cotton.  Cou- 
vlUion,  Drake,  Dougherty,  Gilmore.  Griffin. 
Hawkins,  Head,  Jack,  Joffrion.  Johnston 
from  Kapides,  Johnston  from  Iberville.  La- 
cy, Mayo  McCranie,  McEnery.  Myers,  Mur- 
rell. Osborne,  Peck.  Pitre,  Pressley.  Snider 
of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Taylor  of 
Union,  '29  members,  voted  for  A.  H.  Liaac- 
son,  who  was  declared  unanimously  elec- 
ted, when  he  was  qualified  by  taking  thv 
oath  of  office  as  tendered  by  the  Speaker. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Assistant  Clerk. 

Mr.  Cotton  nominated  E.  W.  Halsey  of 
Rapides,  and  Mr.  Lacy  nominated  Dr.  M. 
Estes  of  Caddo. 

The  roll  being  called  the  following 
members  were  present,  to-wit: 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Berry. 
Blanks,  Cotton,  Couvillion,  Drake,  Haw- 
kins, Hodge,  Joffrion,  Mayo,  McEnery,  My- 
ers, Murrell,  Osborne.  Pitre,  and  Taylor  of 
Carroll,  16  in  number,  voted  for  Mr.  Hal- 
t^ey, 

And  Mr.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Dough- 
erty, Gilmore,  Griffin,  Head,  Jack.  John- 
ston of  Rapides,  Lacy,  Peck,  Pressley.  Sni- 
der of  Bossier,  and  Taylor  of  Union,  12  in 
number,  voted  for  Dr.  Estes. 

Mr.  Halsey  having  received  a  majority  oi 
the  voles  cast  was  declared  duly  elected 
Assistant  Clerk  and  qualified  by  taking  the 
oath  as  e,dmministered  by  the  Speaker. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  its  Warrant  Clerk. 

Mr.  Drake  nominated  Captain  J.  Pinck- 
ney  Smith  of  Carroll. 

The  roll  being  called,  the  following  mem- 
bers, to-wit: 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Cotton,  Couvillion, 
Dougherty,  Drake,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Hodge,  Jack,  Joffrion,  Johns- 
ton from  Rapides,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery, 
Myers,  Murrell.  Osborne,  Peck,  Pitre, Press- 
ley,  Snider  of  Bosier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and 
Taylor  of  Union— 27  in  numlpr,  voted  for 
Captain  Smith,  who  was  declared  unan- 
imously elected  Warrant  Clerk  of  tb« 
House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  tlie  elec- 
tion of  its  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  nominated 
Mr.  J.  H.  Peralta. 

The  roll  being  called  the  following  mem- 
bers, to-wit: 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Andcrsou 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Cotton,  Cou- 
villion, Dougherty,  Drake,  Gilmore,  Griffin. 
Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge,  Jack,  Joffrion. 
Johnston  of  Kapides,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McCra- 
nie, McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Osborne, 
Peck,  Pitre,  Pressly,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Tay- 
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I'H-  of  Carroll,  Taylor  ol'  Union — '29  ia  nuin- 
boi  voted  lor  -Mr.  Peralta,  who  was  declared 
uaaniuiouslj  elected  Sergeaat-at-Arms  of 
the  lloi'se.  He  was  thereupon  qualiCed 
by  taking  the  oath  as  administered  by  the 
Speaker. 

Ou  moMonofMr.  Anderson  of  St.  Lfi,n- 
dry.  the  election  of  Door-Keeper  was  d:s- 
jienscd  with. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  offered  the 
following  resolution  : 

Re.'oived  by  the  House,  the  Senate  con- 
cun-inar,  That  the  Senate  b"?  invited  to  meel 
the  House  of  Itepre.'ientatives  in  the  Hall  ol 
thoir  sessions  on  Wednesday,  the  2Uth  day 
of  January,  1S64,  at  1  o'elock.f.  m.,  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  votes  cast  in  the 
last  general  election  for  Governor,  Lieut- 
Governor,  and  other  otHcers. 
Which  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  moved  that  the 
House  adopt  for  its  government  the  rules 
adopted  by  the  House  at  its  last  session, 
which  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of 
the  rules  of  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives 
together  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  as  amended  by  the  Conven- 
tion of  lSCl,be  published  in  pamphlet 
form,  in  Englisb,  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jack,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  res- 
olution for  printing  the  Rules  of  the  House 
and  Constitution  of  the  State  be  entrusted 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

My.  Taylor  ofCarroll,  oft'ered  the  fallow 
ing  res(dution  : 

Resolved,  That  those  members  of  the  last 
House  of  Representatives  who  are  from 
those  Parishes  where  it  Las  been  impossi 
'ble  to  hold  elections  in  consequence  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  and  who  are  now 
outside  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  able  to  at- 
tend be  admitted  to  seats  upon  this  floor  as 
representatives  from  those  Parishes. 

Mr.  P^lam  offered  the  following  amend 
ir.ent  which  was  accepted,  to-wit : 

To  strike  out  the  words  "  outside  of  the 
enemy's  lines  and  able  to  attend,"  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the   following  words  : 
Present,  to-wit :  Messrs.  J.  Foulhouse,  of 
Plaquemine,  Robert  Mott,  of  Orleans,  J.  13. 
Robertson  of  St.  Mary,  and  E.F.Movehcad 
of  Ascension. 
Said  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 
Mr.  Gilmorc  of  Caddo,  ofTered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted,  to-wit : 
Resolved.  That  thtj  clergy  of  (S'hrevepon 
be  invited  by  the  Clerk  to  open  the  sessions 
of  this  House  with  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GritEn,  leave  of  absence 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Head,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  Jan.  20th.  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Hon. 
J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker,  in  the  Chair. 

Present — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison. 
Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks. 
Cotton.  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foul- 
house,  Gilmore,  Hawkins,  Head,  Jack,  Jof- 
frion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  o! 
Iberville.  Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott,  McCranie,  Mc- 
Enery,  Myers,  Alurrell,  Morehead,  P<ick. 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressly,  Robertson,  Taylor 
ofCarroll,  and  Taylor  of  Union. 

Tjo  proceedings  of  the  day  were  opcn«^d 
with  p layer  by  tie  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker  of 
Shreveport. 

The  lion.  Speaker,  in  a  brief  address,  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  House  for  the  di.^tm- 
guished  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

Mr.  Pressley  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  of  the  Hous»3  on  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed yesterday,  to  admit  Messrs.  Foulhouze. 
Robertson,  Mott  end  Morehead  to  seats  a.s 
members  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pressley  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Whereupon  Messrs.  Jas.  Foulhouze  of 
Plaquemines,  J.  B.  Robertson  of  St.  Mary. 
Robert  Jlott  of  Orleans.  E.  F.  Morehead  of 
.isceuslon,  and  E.  A.  Perkins  of  Calcasieu, 
received  the  oath  required  by  law  as  ad- 
ministered by  the  Speaker,  and  took  their 
seats. 

Mr.  Taylor  ofCarroll  offered  Joint  Res- 
olutions "Pledging  the  resources  of  Louis- 
iana for  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
war,"'  which  wore  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

Mr.  Mott  introduced  a  resolution  to  refer 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  Senate 
and  House  the  report  of  the  Ccmmissioners 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  distribute 
the  fund  of  $300,000  appropriated  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  its  Special  session,  in 
•June,  1S63,  for  the  relief  of  exiles  driven 
From  New  Orleans  and  vicinity  by  the 
Federal  authorities. 

The  resolution  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

Masters  James  Guion  and  Peter  Tally, 
were  appointed  pages  to  the  Hou.se. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J..l:r..-;;in.  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  yesterday  concerning  the 
printing  of  Rules  for  the  use  ot  the  House 
was  reconsidered  and  indefinitely  post-^ 
ponod. 

Mr.  Mott  introduced  a  bill  entitled, 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
members,  officers,  and  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  General  Assembly."' 
Which  was  read,  and  the  rules  being  dis- 
pensed with,  was  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,   engrossed,   read   a  third  time   by  its 
title,  and  passed. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
House  took  a  recess  until  15  minuteeJae- 
fore  one  o'clock,  r.  m. 
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Upon  re-assembling  the  call  of  the  roll 
was  dispensed  with. 

MSSSAGE   FROM  THE   SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  Mr.  Wagner,  its  Secretary,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  the  Senate  had  organ- 
ized by  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  John 
Moore  of  fcJt.  Martin,  as  ite  President  for  the 
time  being;  Mr.  W.  F.  Wagner  as  its  Secre- 
tary, and  Mr.  Oscar  An-oyo  as  its  As.sistant 
Secretary. 

The  Senate  also  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  in  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point a  joint  committee  of  members  of  each 
ilouse  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  and  inform 
him  that  the  General  Assembly  is  now  or- 
ganized and  ready  to  proceed  to  business 
and  receive  any  communication  be  might 
wish  to  make, 

And  that  Messrs.  Clark  and  Texada  liad 
been  appointed  en  the  part  of  the  Senatt;. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, who  with  Messrs.  Jack,  and  Anderson 
of  Madison,  were  appointed  members  of 
said  joint  committee  on  the  part  of  tht 
House. 

The  committee  performed  the  duty  as- 
signed to  them,  and  reported  that  the  Go%'- 
ernor  would  communicate  with  the  House 
in  a  few  minutes,  and  were  discharged. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  UOVERXOR. 

A  message  was  received  from  l)is  excel- 
lency the  Governor,  through  J.  Hamilton 
Hardy,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
which  was  read  as  follows: 

Gentleme7i  of  the  Senate  and 

of  the  House  of  Reprcseniaticas  : 

I  am  enabled  to  state  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  State  during 
the  past  yc'ar,  the  details  of  which  will  be 
ibund  in  the  Reports  of  the  Atidilor  and 
Treasurer.  The  receipts  from  all  source•^ 
amount  to  six  niilliou  seven  hundred  aud 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  dollars  and  Ave  cents.  The  expendi- 
tures have  been  two  million  six  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

The  expenses  of  the  State  Government, 
both  military  and  civil,  have  been  mainly 
defrayed  by  the  is.=?uo  of  Treasury  Notes. 
In  consequence  of  the  Acts  suspending  the 
compulsory  collection  of  taxes,  no  pari,  of 
the  ordinary  reven\je  of  the  State  has  been 
exigible  for  her  expenditures.  These  taxes, 
which  must  ultimately  be  paid,  are  accu- 
mulating each  year.  Meanwhile  the  issues 
of  Treasury  notes  by  the  ^'tate  assists  in 
inflating  the  currency,  and  consequently  in 
depreciating  it.  This  state  of  things  must 
be  remedied  or  we  shall  experience  disas- 
trous results. 

The  surest  remfidy  is  to  extirpate  the 
disease  hy  destroying  ite  cauae.    The  pe- 


riod of  suspension  by  the  last  Act  expires- 
with  this  month.  I  recommend  that  it  be 
uot  renewed,  ana  that  the  issue  of  Trea- 
sury Nutes  cease  as  soon  as  practicable. 
The  people  were  never  better  able  to  pay 
their  taxes  than  now.  In  truth,  they  will 
appear  comparatively  light,  so  rapidly  do 
men's  minds  become  accustomed  to  the 
exaggerated  prices  which  now  prevail. 
Every  dollar  that  is  paid  into  the  Treasury 
doubly  lightens  the  burden.  It  spares  the 
State  the  n»'cessity  of  issuing  one,  and  thus 
reacts  on  prices  by  lessening  the  volurat- 
of  the  currency.  The  rapid  issue  of  notes 
by  the  States  and  municipal  corporations 
has  assisted  in  the  iullation  attendant  upon. 
the  excessive  issues  of  the  (^'onfederate 
Treasury.  We  can  materially  modify  the 
pernicious  results  of  that  excess  by  aban- 
doning the  system  of  continued  issues. 

If  this  recommendation  be  adopted,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  re^^ort  to  the  sale  of 
Bonds  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  revenue; 
occasioned  by  our  inability  to  collect  taxes 
in  that  portion  of  the  State  \vhich  is  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy.  The  Bonds  of  this 
State  ought  tu  command  a  high  premium. 
Notwith-tanding  the  increased  expendi- 
tures of  the  State  during  the  war,  the  in- 
crease of  bonded  debt  is  comparatively 
insignificant.  The  only  issues  of  Bonds- 
made,  are  those  provided  by  your  Acts., 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  General  Assembly,  January  iSth 
and  23d.  1862.  Of  the  seven  millions  au- 
thorized by  the  latter  Act,  two  rniilions 
were  obtained  by  the  issue  of  Treasury 
Notes  and  five  millions  by  the  sale  of  eight 
per  cent.  Bonds.  Two  hundred  aud  twen- 
ty-six thousand  dollars  of  these  Bonds  re- 
main unsold.  Of  the  one  million  of  six 
per  cents,  authorized  by  the  first  Act,  sev- 
enty-four thousand  dollars  are  unsold. 
When  ifc  is  remembered  that  two  and, a 
half  millions  of  these  sums  were  paid  to 
the  Confederate  Government  for  the  War 
Tax  of  this  State,  it  will  be  admitted  that 
the  expenditures  proper  of  the  State  have 
been  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 

I  may  add  in  passing,  that  this  is  the 
only  issue  of  Treasury  Notes,  prior  to 
those  authorized  by  your  Act  passed  at 
Opelousas.  As  I  was  desirous  of  urging 
upon  the  General  A.ssembly  the  policy  of 
non-issue  hereafter,  I  requested  the  Trea- 
surer not  to  pay  out  any  notes  under  the 
twenty  millh.n  Act,  except  when  such  pay- 
ment was  compulsory.  It  is  estimated  that 
only  one  million  and  a  (juarter  of  that 
■series  of  notes  have  been  emitted. 

The  volume  of  the  currency  may  be  st,i!l 
further  diminished  by  funding  the  State 
Treasury  Notes  now  in  circulation.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  statement  just  made,  that 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  quar- 
ter million  of  dollars  would  be  required  for 
that  purpose.  The  funding  to  be  effectiye 
must  be  compulsory,  and  the  rate  of  inter- 
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est  of  this  class  of  bonds  mightproperly  belactment,  requiring  the  return  to  be  made 
made  lower  than  that  usually  given  by  the  to  the  Shreveport  term,  was  obligatorj 
State,  No  question  occupies  so  large  a  upon  them.  These,  and  all  criminal  causes 
share  of  public  attention  now  as  thatof  our  in  similar  condition,  should  be  disposed  of. 
currency.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  When  the  parties  accused  are  in  prison, 
the  laws  of  finance  cannot  be  violated  with- means  of  removal  are  not  always  at  the 
out  detriment  both  to  public  and  private  command  of  the  Sheriffs,  and  the  example 
interests.     We  are  passing  through  the  same  of  the  enemy  at  the  Penitentiary   exhibits 


ordeal  that  taxed  the  patriotism  and  forti' 
tude  of  our  revolutionary  sires,  Supera- 
3)undant  issues  of  paper  money  have  pro- 
duced inflation  of  prices,  injured  the  pub- 
lic Credit,  and  stimulated  misgivings  of  our 
future  ability  to  discharge  our  debt.  Let 
n»  correct  the  evil  before  its  proportions  at-l 
lain  a  magnilude  that  will  defy  remedy. 

The  acts  passed  at  the  extra  session  held 
at  Opelousas  have  not  been  printed,  except 
in  newspaper  slips,  and  are  therefore  not 
susceptible  of  being  bound.  In  order  that 
tbey  shall  be  accessible  to  the  public,  they 
must  be  printed  in  the  the  usual  book  form. 
They  are  few  in  number  and  may  very  well 
be  included  in  the  same  binding  with  the 
acts  of  the  last  session.  I  suggest  that  the 
.Journals  ef  the  present  session  and  all  oth- 
iir  matter  except  the  laws,  be  printed  in 
the  English  language  only.  This  will  save 
much  useless  expense  and  useful  paper. 

Soon  after  your  last  adjournment,  I  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  W.  J.  McCulloch  and  Oscar 
Arroyo,  Commissioners  under  the  Act  ap- 
propriating three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
J'or  the  relief  of  our  fellow-citizens  -who 
had  been  expelled  from  Now  Orleans. — 
They  proceeded  to  Mobil*  and  dispensed 
fiuch  portion  of  this  generous  bounty  as 
was  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the 
veuigees.  I  submit  herewith  their  report 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  appropri- 
ation was  not  exhausted.  After  their  re- 
turn, I  received  urgent  representations 
from  some  of  our  fellow  citizens  sojourning 
in  Mobile,  that  new  cases  had  been  pre- 
sented for  relief.  I  therefore  appointed 
Judge  Victor  Burthe,  Commissioner,  to  ap 
ply  the  residue  to  the  relief  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  the  act  was  passed. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Lands  will  be  submitted  to  you.  It  is  for- 
tuuaio  that  the  services  of  so  efficient  anof 
•  ficer  were  secured  in  the  organization  of 
tbia  important  bureau.  His  entire  admin 
.istration  has  been  characterized  by  marked 
fidelity  and  intelligence,  the  full  effects  of 
which  will  be  more  conspicuous  when  the 
return  of  peace  shall  enlarge  his  field  of 
operations. 

By  an  act  of  your  last  session,  the  Judg- 
•es  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  required  to 
hold  a  term  at  Shreveport  for  the  trial  of 
criminal  and  other  enumerated  causes.  I 
have  been  informed  tliere  are  many  ap- 
pealed causes,  especially  of  the  trials  of 
sla\es  throughout  the -State,  in  which  the 
appeal  was  taken  before  the  passage  of 
your  act,  in  consequence  of  which,  proba- 
bly, the  Clcvks  havo   not  felt  that  your  cn- 


too  much  of  sympathy  with  felons,  to  leave 
to  him  the  option  of  a  jail  delivery.  1 
therefore  recommend  that  in  all  criminal 
causes  that  have  been,  or  that  shall  be  tried 
pending  the  war,  the  appeals  shall  be  re- 
turnable to  the  Judges  at  Shreveport. 

And  here  I  feel  impelled  to  call  your 
attention  to  a  remarkable  anomaly  in  the 
law  of  this  State.  In  no  slaveholding  State, 
except  Louisiana,  is  a  negro  competent  to 
testify  against  a  white  person.  In  New 
England,  and  the  other  extreme  radical 
States  of  the  North,  where  fanatical  aboli- 
tionism has  obtained  ascendancy,  the  negro 
is  considered  not  inferior  to  the  white,  and 
his  testimony  is  equally  admissible.  The 
same  legal  rule  prevails  in  Louisiana,  pro- 
vided tlie  negro  be  free.  The  enemy,  who 
now  occupies  a  portion  of  our  territory, 
finds  the  rule  already  existing  in  our  recog- 
nized law,  and  marvels  at  the  fatuity  that 
has  retained  it.  In  all  other  slaveholding 
States,  white  persons  are  alone  competent 
to  testify  for  or  against  white  persons,  and 
all  negroes  and  molattoes,  bond  and  free, 
can  testify  only  where  that  class  of  per- 
sons are  parties.  Why  should  a  different 
rule  prevail  here?  Is  there  anything  in 
the  political  conduct  of  the  anti-slavery 
States,  that  recommends  to  us  the  adoption 
of  their  legislation  upon  a  subject  directly 
connected  with  the  institution  they  are  now 
seeking  to  destroy?  Are  we  content  to  be 
ranged  on  such  a  subject  by  the  side  of 
Massachusetts,  and  find  ourselves  separa- 
ted from  our  co-sovereignties  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  indeed,  from  those  slave  States 
that  have  adhered  to  the  Union?  Have  we 
failed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  a 
rule,  the  universality  of  whose  prevalence 
in  all  slaveholding  communities,  attests  its 
adaptation  to  that  condition  of  society.' 
Let  us  hasten  to  conform  to  the  spirit  ofoui 
institutions.  Let  us  cease  to  imitate  those 
who,  in  their  efiforts  to  amalgamate  the 
privileges  of  two  races,  have  with  saga- 
cious cunning  removed  gradually  the  dis- 
tinctivo  legal  marks  that  operate  as  bar- 
riers— first  by  admission  to  the  witness 
stand,  next  to  the  jury,  then  to  the  ballot 
box  and  the  bed.  "No  negro  or  molatto, 
bond  or  free,  shall  be  a  competent  witness 
in  any  case,  except  in  cases  in  which  all 
tho  parties  are  negroes  or  molattoes,  or  in 
which  the  State  is  plaintiff,  and  &  negro  or 
molattoo,  or  negroes  or  molattoes,  are  de- 
fendants." This  is  the  statutory  declara- 
tion of  a  neighboring  State,  ^The  same 
broad  distinction  between  the  white  and 
the  black  races  le  mide  by  the  legislation 
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oferery  State  of  the  Confederacy  except  and  that  of  every  Executive  of  a  State,  t<j 
our  own.  linternose  the  shield  of  her  protection  over 

The  same  neces^^ity  and  the  same  pro- hercilizcns.  Every  case  of  illejjaliin press- 
priety  exists  for  leniittiiig  all  personsof  the  ment  that  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to 
black  race,  to  the  same  tribunal  for  the  to  the  r.otice  of  these  (teneniKs  has  been 
trial  of  their  offences.  If  a  slave  comniitiproniptly  redressed,  and  I  invite  citizen:* 
an  infraction  of  the  criminal  law,  we  have  who  have  been  injured  by  such  unaiithor- 
wisely  provided  a  special  tribunal  where  a  ized  coudrict  of  Confederate  officers  to  rf^ 


speedy  trial  may  he  had,  unincumbered 
with  the  forms  or  the  delays  that  may  be 
iutci"posed  in  the  ordinary  and  reg-ular  rou- 
tine of  courts.  I'ut  a  tender  sensitiveness, 
or  a  strange  infatuation  refused  or  neglec- 
ted to  subject  the  free  negro  to  the  same 
tribunal.  What  is  the  cousequence?  At 
this  moment  free  negroes,   who  committed 


port   the 
cjted. 


particuhirs,   i»roperly    authenti- 


One  reason  of  tbn  Inttitnde  allowed  or 
t'xeicised  by  impressing  officers,  is,  that 
the  provisions  of  the  hnv  of  Congre.sa,  arc 
not  known  or  understood.  That  law  does 
not  impose  the  schedule  prices  of  the  com- 
missiouers   upon  those    who   have   raised, 


offences  denounced  by  the  law,  when  theLrrown  or  produced,  the  property  sought  to 
presence  of  the  enemy  afforded  them  li-  "  " 
cence,  cannot  be  tried,  because  courts  do 
not  sit  and  the  intervention  of  a  grand  jury 
is  necessary  to  accuse  them  of  crime  — 
Some  of  the  States  have  not  provided  any 
special  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  slaves — 
Others  have,  and  have  uniformly  enacted 
that  "free  negroes  and  molattoes  shall  be 
tried  as  slaves  are  directed  to  be  tried,  be- 
fore two  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  five 
slave-holder.s,"  as  is  the  law  in  another 
neighboring  i'tate,  the  number  of  Justice 
and  slaveholders  varying  only  in  different 
jurisdictions. 

It  is  of  great  i  jrportance  that  the  Courts 
should  hold  their  regular  sessions.  In  the 
present'  condition  of  the  country,  men's 
minds  become  accustomed  to  look  to  the 
military  power  as  the  arbiter  of  disputes 
-if  the  regular  channels  of  justice  are  ob 
structed  by  neglect  to  open  the  courts.  ] 
submit  whether  some  change  may  not  be 
made  in  the  jury  law,  so  that  certain  clas- 
ses of  cases  may  be  tried  without  the  lia- 
bility to  delay  or  postponement  which' now 
exists.  So  large  a  proper,  ion  of  the  popu- 
lation is  now  engaged  in  public  service, 
that  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  ob- 
taining juries,  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caus- 
es, without  an  amendment  of  the  law  re- 
pealing all  exemptions. 

The  impressment  of  private  property  by 
Confederate  officers,  has  occasioned  great 
annoyance  and  greater  injury  to  the  citi 
zens  of  this  State.  The  patriotism  of  our 
people — their  desire  to  place  no  hindrance 
to  the  Confsderate  Government  in  the  exe- 
cution of  all  measures  necessary  for  the  ef- 
fieeat  prosecution  of  the  war,  has  in  the 
majority  of  cases  caused  them  to  stifle  their 
complaints,  and  consequently  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  subordinate  officers,  who  have 
made  these  impressments,  has  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  their  superiors.  Neither 
the  General  commanding  the  Department, 
nor  District,  will  tolerate  any  abuse  of  this 
tremendous  power,  which  necessity  has, 
(in  the  opinion  of  Congress,)  required  to  be 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  military  authorities, 
and  if  the  Generals  should  have  otherwise 
interpreted  their  obligation?,  it  is  ray  right, 


be  impressed,  or  upon  those  holding  the 
same  for  their  own  use  or  consumption, 
or  when  it  is  held  or  has  been  purchased 
not  for  sale  or  speculation.  In  these  cases, 
it  is  the  dnty  of  the  impressing  officer  to 
cause  the  value  of  the  property  to  be  as- 
certained by  two  disinterrested  citizens, 
one  of  whom  is  to  be  selected  by  the  oS- 
cer,  and  the  other  by  the  OM'uer  or  agent  ol' 
the  property,  and  in  case  of  their  disagree- 
ment, these  two  shall  choose  an  umpire, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final,  and  this  ap- 
plies to  impressed  property,  whether  the 
absolute  ownership  cr  the  temporary  use 
thereof  only,  is  required.  Even  in  those 
cases  where  the  schedule  priceat  are  obliga- 
tory, viz:  when  the  property  impressed  is 
in  the  hands  of  any  person  vLher  than  those 
above  mentioned,  if  the  owner  and  the  of- 
ticer  differ  as  to  the  quality  of  the  articles 
impressed,  thereby  makinir  it  fall  within  u 
higher  or  lower  price  named  in  the  sched- 
ule, the  same  process  is  permissable,  o" 
each  selecting  a  disinterested  citizen  to  de- 
termine the  quality  of  the  article,  who  may 
select  an  umpire  as  in  the  other  class  of 
cases. 

I  doubt  if  a  single  instance  has  occurred 
in  this  State,  of  reference  to  local  apprais- 
ers to  fix  the  value  of  impressed  property. 
The  schedule  prices  have  been  assumed  by 
the  officers  as  a  limitation,  alike  obligatory 
upon  the  producer  and  the  speoulator. 
whereas,  the  law  intended  that  an  entirely 
diffei  ent  mode  of  valuation  should  be  pur- 
sued in  the  two  cases.  The  power  or  right 
to  impress  h  besides  confined  to  a  particu- 
lar class  of  officers,  and  is  to  be  exercised 
by  them  only  in  particular  emergencies.— 
Whenever  the  exigencies  of  any  army  ii? 
the  field  are  snch  as  to  make  impressments 
of  forage,  articles  of  subsistence,  or  other 
property,  absolutely  necessary,  then  sucij 
impressment  may  be  made  by  the  officers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  furnish  such  forage,  ai  - 
tides  of  subsistence,  or  other  property,  for 
h  army.  The  only  other  legal  impresv 
ment  that  can  be  made,  is  that  authorized 
by  the  4th  sec.  of  the  act,  viz:  whenever 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  to  take  private  property 
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for  public  use,  by  reason  of  the  impracti- 
cabilitj  of  procuring  tlie  same  by  purcliase. 
so  as  to  accumulate  necessary  supplies  for 
tha  army,  or  the  good  of  the  service  ia  any 
locality,  he  may,  by  general  order  through 
the  proper  subordinate  officers,  author- 
ize such  property  to  be  taken  for  the  pub- 
lic use,  the  compensation  due  the  owner 
tor  the  same  to  be  detormiued.  and  the 
value  found  as  provided  for  in  the  first 
and  second  sections,  whichcontain  the  pro- 
visions I  first  adverted  to  aJ>ove.  The 
schedule  prices  do  not  apply  to  sjich  im- 
pressments. 

The  act  further  declares  that  there  shall 
not  be  impressed  under  any  circumstances 
the  property  necessary  for  the  support  ot 
the  owner  and  his  lamily,  and  to  carry  on 
his  ordinary  agricultural  and  mechanical 
business. 

Congress  thus  endeavored  to  take  reas- 
onable precaution  for  the  protection  o) 
property.  Although  the  exercise  of  this 
harsh  power  has  been  hedged  in  with  these 
restrictions,  experience  has  proved  them 
to  be  tutile  in  regulating  the  action  of  the 
ofticers-  The  law  is  a  most  unwise  one. 
and  should  be  repealed.  Its  oftect  has 
been  to  oppress  the  citizens,  and  to  afford 
idle  and  inefficient  orticers  a  meaus  of  ob- 
l-uining  without  labor  or  trouble,  that  which 
could  and  ought  to  have  been  provided  by 
their  timely  exertion  and  Ibrethought. 

While,  however,  the  law  coutinues  or. 
tlie  statute  book,  it  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  abuses  perpetrated  under  cover  ol 
its  provisions.  Whenever  the  rights  se- 
cured to  the  property  owner  by  its  terms 
are  disregarded,  it  requires  the  trial  of  the 
offender  before  the  military  courts  of  the 
corps  to  which  Le  belongs,  on  complaint 
made  by  the  owner.  If  it  is  an  officer  who 
has  violated  these  provision-;  of  the  law, 
lie  must,  on  conviction,  be  cashiered,  and 
placed  in  the  rauks.  It  is  proper  and  ne- 
cossary  to  denounce  these  illegal  impress- 
ments with  additional  pena,lties,  and  to 
subject  the  officers  or  privates  guilty  oJ 
them  to  criminal  prosecutions  ia  the  titate 
tribunals.  In  determining  the  puaishment 
to  be  inflicted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  re- 
liiember  that  fines  would  but  provoke  the 
liorision  of  the  culprits,  and  ordinary  im- 
iirisonment  might  be  acceptaWe  as  a  fur- 
lough. 

You  need  not  be  deterred  from  legisla- 
tive action,  by  apprehensions  that  such  a 
.oeasuro  would  interfere  with  the  proper 
And  eflicient  military  administration  of  the 
^xeneral  who  commands  in  our  State.  The 
Tiews  I  have  'Expressed  are  in  entire  accord 
filth  bis  owv,  and  the  legislation  r?com 
aionded  will,  in  his  opinion,  assist  him  in 
•irevcntiDg  demoralization  of  troops  and 
;jrotecting  the  people. 

Some  instances  have  occurred  of  parties 
■arboring  or  concealing  conscripts  and  de 
jerters,  p.nd  otbera  of  giving  information  to 


jayhawkers  of  the  situation  of  our  troops. 
There  is  no  State  law  for  the  punishment 
of  these  miscreants,  nor  indeed  do  these 
acts  fall  within  the  terms  of  any  defined  of- 
fence. It  is  very  desirable  that  such  con- 
duct should  be  defined,  as  a  crime,  and  that 
the  mode  cf  trial  sluould  be  as  nummary  as 
it  can  be  made,  consistent  wita  existin'' 
constitutional  rights. 

The  invasion  of  the  interior  by  the  enemv 
last  spring,  produced  no  serious  results 
except  the  loss  of  property.  The  hope, 
with  which  he  is  accustomed  to  delude  the 
slaves,  proved  here,  as  elsewhere,  too  pow- 
erful for  that  credulous  class  to  entirely 
resist.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  in- 
ducements offered  to  them  to  abandon 
their  masters  and  their  homes,  the  number 
that  j'ielded  was  comparatively  small. — 
The  larger  portion  of  tho^e  who  trusted  to 
his  promises  soon  had  occasion  to  repent 
their  confidence.  The  women  and  children 
were  abandoned  to  starvation  and  a  cruel 
death.  When  our  forces  recaptured  Bra- 
shear  with  its  garrison,  over  two  thousand 
of  these  helpless  creatures  were  found 
there,  and  as  many  more  at  other  points,  in 
the  most  abject  destitution.  Their  masters 
were  notified  to  reclaim  them,  but  disease 
superinduced,  by  want  of  food  and  by  ex- 
posure,, had  thinned-  their  numbers,  and 
nearly  all  those  who  had  survived  died 
from  its  effects  on  their  return  journey. 

Nor  was  this  brutal  neglect  the  only  cir- 
cumstance that  demonstrated  the  hollow- 
ness  of  their  profe.-sions  for  the  slaves.  A 
■systematic  robbery  was  committed  by  the 
Federal  soldiers,  of  their  money.  In  nu- 
merous instances  the  slave  had  hoarded  his 
earnings  in  specie.  The  soldier  usually  ap- 
proached him  with  a  benevolent  inquiry, 
touching  that  interesting  fact,  and  was 
promptly  informed  of  the  extent  of  his  pos- 
sessions, lie  was  then  told  that  the  in- 
quirer was  charged  with  the  custody  of 
these  treasures,  all  of  which  would  be  sa- 
credly preserved,  and  re-delivered  when 
they  reached  their  destination.  If  this  as- 
surance failed  to  establish  confidence,  as 
was  sometimes  the  case,  he  was  forcilaly 
despoiled  of  his  money.  Where  the  sa^'- 
ings  of  the  slave  consisted  of  Confederate 
Treasury  Notes,  he  was  told  that  they  were 
worthless,  but  that  by  delivering  them,  be 
should  receive  gold  instead.  Tne  women 
who  characteristically  bedecked  them- 
selves in  their  jewelry  to  hail  the  day  of 
their  deliverance,  were  violently  deprived 
of  it.  When  they  had  thus  obtained  pos- 
.«ession  of  all  the  negroes  had.  they  aban- 
loned  the  women  and  children  to  hunger 
and  suffering.  It  is  well  to  recite  these  dis- 
gusting details,  not  for  your  information, 
but  that  the  world  may  know  the  diaboli- 
cal perfidity  of  the  people,  who  have  not 
even  the  merit  of  sincerity,  in  their  assever- 
ations of  concern  for  the  welfare  of  that 
cla.s.s,  whosfr  champions  they  aasume  to  be. 


10 


JOURNAL   OF    THE 


Their  treatment  of  the  slaves  has  been 
80  uniform  in  every  locality,  where  the  en- 
emy has  made  a  lodgment,  that  its  adop' 
tion  must  have  been  preconcerted,  or  is  the 
eflfect  of  indifference.  The  slave,  seduced 
or  torn  from  the  comforts  of  his  home, 
where  provision  for  nursing  in  sickness 
was  always  made,  has  been  treated  by  the 
enemy  lilce  the  beasts  of  burthen.  JIassed 
together  in  pens  and  huts,  with  insuTicient 
clothing  and  food,  exposed  to  hardship 
and  weather,  a  rapid  and  sure  disease 
fastened  itself  upon  them.  The  frightful 
mortality  among  them  has  been  viewed  by 
their  psueuo  friends  with  indifference,  or 
secret  delight.  The  living  have  been  as  ef- 
fectually separat.'d  as  the  dead.  One  of 
their  habitual  themes  in  the  denunciation 
of  our  system  is  the  sundering  of  family 
ties.  No  such  scene  was  ever  witnessed  in 
a  slave  mart  of  the  South,  as  hare  been 
seen  on  the  banks  of  our  rivers  during  this 
war. 

The  enemy  on  some  occasions  having 
whole  families  hanging  on  his  march,  has 
resorted  to  deception  and  fraud,  or  force 
as  was  the  humor  of  the  moment,  to  effect 
his  purposes.  Finding  these  families  cling 
ing  together,  when  he  reached  the  water 
courses,  he  ennticed  them  on  boats,  and 
then  driving  the  men  back  on  shore,  con- 
Teyed  their  wives  and  children  to  the  Gov- 
vernment  plantations,  as  they  denominate 
the  abandoned  estates  of  our  citizens,  while 
the  men  were  marched  to  the  depots  of  their 
black  troops.  In  no  instance  have  the  fam- 
ilies been  permitted  to  remain  together, 
nor  will  they  see  each  other  until  their 
masters,  after  peace,  shall  have  opportuni- 
ty to  ascertain  their  places  of  exile.  Left 
to  themselves,  they  would  never  find  each 
other,  so  effectually  have  their  deliverers 
concealed  their  different  destinations. 

The  number  of  slaves  killed  by  neglect 
and  brutality  of  the  enemy,  will  equal  the 
loss  of  life  of  whites  in  both  armies.  When 
in  future  years  the  statistics  of  this  war 
ehall  be  accurately  known,  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  world  will  stand  aghast  at 
this  unparalleled  loss  of  human  life.  They 
will  then  appreciate  the  misery  which  has 
been  wrought  by  the  obstinate  pursuit  of  a 
visaionary  scheme  of  emancipation,  and 
they  will  then  discover  that  what  is  now 
termed  the  moral  seuse  of  the  world  on 
the  question  of  slavery,  -has  become  vitia- 
ted by  an  ill-placed  faith  in  purely  theoret- 
cal  teachings.  The  purposes  of  this  war 
will  then  appear  in  their  naked  deformity, 
and  the  tribunal  of  enlightened  Europe 
will  finally  award  justice  to  the  Confeder 
ate  cause. 

For  the  present  the  opinion  of  other  na 
tiona  does  not  concern  us.  The  visions  of 
foreign  intervention  that  have  floated  be- 
fore our  expectant  eyes  are  dispelled. — 
We  must  fight  this  battle  alone.  We  must 
acquire  our  independence  with  «ur  own 
strong  arras,  by  endurance,  and  -through 


suffering,  or  we  shall  lose  everything   that 
enobles  manhood  and  endears  existence. 

If  anything  were  needed  to  nerve  us  for 
such  a  struggle,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  fact,  that  permanent 
independence  or  prolonged  vassalage  are 
the  only  alternatives  left  us.  It  is  not  the 
ecognition  of  a  merely  nomiraal  suprema- 
cy that  the  enemy  seeks,  much  less  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  constitutional  bond. — 
Whatever  device  was  at  first  adopted  by 
him  to  arouse  the  passions,  and  cement  the 
energies  ot  the  Northern  people,  no  doubt 
now  exists  of  his  real  purpose.  The  mask 
has  been  removed.  States  are  to  be  oblit- 
erated. A  centralized  despotism  is  to 
crush  their  liberties  -in  its  chilly  grasp. — 
Their  inhabitants  areto  suffer  the  penalties 
of  unsuccessful  rebellion — loss  of  proper- 
ty, of  political,  social  and  personal  privi- 
leges. If  any  one  mourns  the  loss  of  pro- 
perty in  consequence  of  this  war,  let  him 
remember  that  if  it  ends  otherwise  than  in 
our  independence,  he  will  never  have  any 
again.  The  planter  will  never  again  till 
the  ground,  except  as  a  serf — the  merchant 
will  never  more  reckon  his  gains — the  pro- 
fessional man  will  find  his  name  stricken 
from  the  roll  of  competition — and  the  ar- 
tisan will  be  as  effectually  prohibited  from 
his  industrial  pursuit  as  if  he  were  benumb- 
ed by  palsy.  A  claim  to  participate  in 
govei-nment  will  be  mocked  at.  Who 
would  have  the  temerity  to  ask  for  that, 
when  he  was  denied  even  the  right  to  labor, 
or  saw  its  fruits  grasped  by  his  task-mas- 
ter? Once  bend  your  neck  to  that  yoke, 
with  all  the  degrading  and  vexatious  ty- 
rannies of  its  vulgar  domination,  and  you 
will  then  realize  what  is  the  terrible  import 
of  subjugation,  relieved  only  by  the  des- 
perate and'lurid  hope  of  revolt. 

To  avert  that,  no  sacrifice  is  too  great. 
The  men,  the  means,  all  the  resources  of 
every  State  should  be  cheerfully   contribu- 
ted to  the  common  cause.     Every  one  must 
render  his  service,  either  in  augmenting  the 
military  strength  of  the  Confederacy,  or  in 
developing  by  industrial  energy  those  ma- 
terial resources,  which  are  as  indispensable 
for  the  efficiency  ot  the  army  as  are  trained 
soldiers.    Congress  should  repeal  the  law 
authorizing  substitutes  to  be.  furnished  by 
conscripts,  and  thus  add  to  the  numbers  of 
the  army.     It  has  already  provided  for  the 
formation  of  companies  of  minute  men  for 
local  defence,  to  be  composed  only  of  those 
not  within  conscript  age.   Portions  of  these, 
and   such  volunteer  organizations  as  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  made  under  the 
State  law,   can  render   efficient  service   as 
garrisons  to  posts,   and  for  such  other  de- 
tached service  as  may  be  required,  which 
will  relieve  the  commander  from  the  neces- 
sity of  separating  parts  of  a  regiment,  each 
trom  the  other,  and  thus  weakening  bis  or- 
ganization.    I  urge  upon   the  people  of 
this  State  the  necessity  and  feasibility  of 
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Strengthening  our  local  defences  by  the 
formatiou  of  these  corps. 

I  have  not  judged  it  expedient  or  neces- 
sary jto  call  out  the  militia,  but  delay  or 
laggardneps  in  augmenting  the  local  force, 
either  by  companies  of  miuute  men,  or  by 
a  more  raj'id  increase  of  volunteering  under 
the  State  law.  may  at  auy  time  impose  up- 
on the  E.x;ecutive  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  this  measure. 

I  have  continued  the  same  policy  in  the 
disposition  of  the  State  troops,  thaLl  adop- 
ted in  the  beginning,  and  which  for  a  brief 
]<)eriod  only  was  interrupted  while  the  Op- 
elousas  militia  act  was  in  force.  That 
policy  was  to  employ  all  the  energies  of 
the  State  Governmeut,  in  rendering  assis- 
tance to  the  Confederate  Generals,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  military  plans,  and  to 
apply  all  our  resources  to  the  support, 
equijimeat  and  mainleuance  of  their  armies. 
la  a  word,  to  incorjiorate  the  State  forces 
as  rapidly  as  they  were  organized  in  tlie 
Confederate  army,  thus  placing  the  whole 
military  strength  under  one  head,  and  giv- 
ing to  it  unity  and  compactness.  1  did  not 
adopt  this  policy  because  of  my  deficiency 
ia  military  experience,  although  of  tliat 
fact  no  one  was  so  sensible  as  myself,  but 
because  cf  the  manifest  absurdit}'-  of  at- 
tempting to  accomplish  military  results 
with  two  armies  under  couimauders  entire- 
ly independent  of  each  other,  operating  in 
the  same  field  against  a  disciplined  enemy. 
To  whatever  General  was  entrusted  the  de- 
fence of  our  State,  I  have  given  my  hearty 
and  unflagging  support — in  the  supply  ol 
arms,  of  uHinitions  of  war,  of  commissariat 
and  quartermaster  stores— by  loans  from 
the  military  fund  entrusted  to  me,  by  the 
prosecution  of  military  works  at  the  sole 
expense  of  the  State — not  hindered  by  a 
fear  of  extravagance,  where  the  objectjnan- 
ifestly  justified  it,  but  at  the  same  time  Keep- 
ing a  watchful  eye  upon  expenditures. — 
•Thus  the  resources  of  the  State  and  of  the 
Confederate  Governments  are  concentrated 
upon  the  one  object  of  augmenting  our  mil- 
itary strength. 

And  it  is  only  when  this  military  strength 
is  thus  concentrated  and  exerted,  that  great 
results  can  be  legitimately  expected.  The 
people  must  awake  Ic  the  consciousness, 
that  spasmodic  cllbrts  made  on  the  spur  ol 
imminent  danger,  will  not  suffice  for  the 
defense  of  any  country.  Trained  troops, 
compacted  by  discipline,  and  hardened  by 
probation  for  a  soldier's  duty,  must  be  our 
reliance,  if  we  would  have  success. 

Organizations  of  minute  men  and  State 
volunteers  will  form  a  reserve  corps,  which 
can  be  made  efficient  for  the  purposes  1 
.  have  before  stated,  <and  for  local  assistance 
in  resisting  raids.  Sufficient  numbers  ol 
•these  must  be  obtained  voluntarily,  or  leg- 
islation may  enforce  the  rendition  of  these 
services  for  the  defense  of  the  country. 

This  defense  includes  and  involves  the 
raising  of  food,  the  manufacture  of  cloth- 


ing, and  the  development  of  the  resources 
needed  for  war  purposes,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  women  and  children.  Regard 
must  be  had  for  these  essentials,  and  pro- 
vision made  not  to  interfere  with  them  to 
a  serious  extent,  by  the  exemption  acts 
which  have  to  be  enacted  from  time  to 
time,  and  by  details.  Tiie  exemption  or 
detail  of  a  sufficient  number  of  artisans, 
and  of  men  needful  to  superintend  the 
raising  of  crops,  will  ensure  to  the  army 
its  necessary  clothing  and  subsistence,  and 
their  places  in  the  ranks  may  very  well  be 
filled  by  the  youthful  and  healthy  traders 
who  throng  every  village  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

The  retention  by  the  States  of  their  offi- 
cers for  the  administration  of  State  affairs, 
rests  upon  a  diti'ereut  footing.  In  the  ex- 
emptions, specified  by  the  State  law  in 
force  at  the  time  the  E.xemptiou  Act  of 
Congress  was  passed,  the  Assessors  wero 
inadvertently  omitted,  and  they  were  ac- 
cordingly claimed  to  be  conscripts.  I  had 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  detail  of  them, 
but  a  claim  by  tlie  Confederate  Govern- 
ment of  the  right  to  the  compulsory  service 
of  any  State  officer,  is  wholly  inadmissi- 
ble in  theory,  and  very  dangerous  in  prac- 
tice. If  the  Confederate  Governmeut  can 
conscribe  one  officer  of  the  State,  it  may 
couscribe  another.  If  its  Assessor  is  lia- 
ble to  the  military  service  ot  the  Confede- 
rate Government,  so  is  its  Governor,  its 
Legislators,  its  Judges.  Concede  the  prin- 
ciple, and  the  State  Government  may  at 
auy  moment  be  subverted  by  the  central 
authority,  and  the  whole  machinery  of  its 
administration  be  destroyed.  It  is  be- 
cause we  claimed  that  the  States  were  sov- 
ereign, and  could  not  be  impeded  in  the 
exercise  of  their  independent  functions, 
that  our  Confederacy  was  formed.  This 
war  is  in  vindication  of  that  principle,  and 
we  must  guard  against  its  infringement,  if 
we  would  avoid  the  renewal  at  some  fu- 
ture day  of  that  absorption  of  power, 
which  caused  the  destruction  of  the  old 
government.  No  State  should  permit  a 
claim  by  the  Confederate  Government  to 
the  services  of  its  officers  in  any  depart- 
ment, to  pass  without  a  denial  of  its  right- 
fulness. No  State  can  permit  the  enforce- 
ment of  that  claim  without  danger  of  self- 
destruction.  It  is  important  to  avoid  es- 
tablishing precedents  for  the  exercise,  of 
dangerous  powers. 

As  our  lines  have  contracted, large  num- 
bers of  slaves  have  been  drawn  into  the 
interior,  creating  a  su])erabundance  of  that 
kind  of  labor  in  localities  far  removed 
from  the  probable  theatre  of  the  enemy^s 
operations.  We  have  been  too  backwacd 
hitherto  in  using  our  slaves  in  the  various 
employments  wherein  their  auxiliary  ser- 
vices might  be  useful  for  military  -pur- 
poses. The  enemy  early  in  the  war  sup- 
posed that  we  would  employ  the  ■slaves. as 
teamsters  and  laborers.    He  foresav; .  tlie 
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advantage  to  be  derived  from  such  use  ol 
that  population,  trained  and  disciplined 
;ilready  to  these  duties.  That  policy  has 
been  adopted  only  in  the  eastern  army, 
and  there  to  a  limited  extent.  It  is  neces 
sary  to  adopt  it  now  throughout  the  Con- 
ffederacy.  In  the  late  message  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, boast  is  made  that  he  has  one  hundred 
thousand  of  our  i^laves  now  in  military  ser- 
vice, of  whom  one-half  havf^  arms  in  their 
hands.  White  men  will  tight  our  battles, 
and  their  number  will  be  greatly  augmen- 
ted by  relieving-  them  from  the  perfor- 
mance of  duty  as  teanisters,  laborers,  and 
the  like,  and  placing  .slaves  in  their  stead. 
The  male  slaves  should  be  removed  from 
exposed  districts.  Their  capture  by  the 
enemy  is  a  double  loss,  since  they  add  to 
his  numbers,  and  diminish  our  resource  for 
this  auxiliary  service.  The  abstraction  ol 
a  laro-c  portion  of  the  slave  labor  from 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  crops  can 
be  cultivated,  would  interfere  with  the  pro- 
duction of  food,  and  it  is  therefore  to  the 
slaves  who  nave  been  driven  from  their 
homes  by  the  enemy  that  the  military  au- 
thorities must  chiefly  look  for  a  supply  for 
military  labor. 

Large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  been 
forced^to  abandon  their  homes  as  the  ene- 
my advanced,  or  to  remain  in  his  lines, 
subjected  to  his  brutal  tyranny.  They 
have  preferred  the  former  and  more  manly 
course,  and  have  sough t._  with  their  slaves. 
a  refuge  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Texas. 
Many  have  brought,  or  sent  back  painful 
accounts  of  their  reception.  Between  two 
States,  geographically  contiguous,  and 
closely  united  by  ties  of  common  interest 
and  reciprocal  dependence,  there  should 
exist  the  most  enlarged  comity.  The  citi- 
zens of  Texas  and  Louisiana  have  every 
inducement  to  cultivate  mutual  respect, 
confidence  and  amity.  The  Texan  may 
boast  of  honorable  service  rendered  in  the 
defence  of  Ijouisiana,  as  the  Louisianian 
is  justly  proud  of  the  conspicuous  part  he 
has  performed  in  the  defence  of  Virginia. 
and  of  every  State  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
While  each  may  vie  with  the  other  in  re- 
counting his  deeds  of  valor,  there  should 
not  be  wanting  the  exercise  of  another 
knightly  quality— the  duty  of  hospitality. 
I  despatched  an  agent  to  Richmond  early 
last  year  to  obtain  the  arms  and  munitions 
imported  by  me  from  Europe,  which  had 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  Confede- 
rate Government.  An  inconsiderable  part 
of  them  only  was  obtained  by  him,  and 
these  were  forwarded.  When  they  reached 
.fackson,  Miss.,  they  were  immediately  for- 
v/arded  to  Vicksburg  by  order  of  Gen. 
Pemberton,  since  he  considered  it  a  safer 
place  to  store  ordnance  than  Jackson.  In 
the  report  of  the  agent,  it  is  stated  that  on 
his  arrival  at  that  place  in  May,  he  found 
that  Gen.  Pemberton  had  ordered  the  rifles 
Ktopped  and  eeni  to  Vicksburg  for  safety, 


and  that  he  afterward  made  i)rrsoual  ap- 
plication to  that  officer  lor  thi,'ir  delivery, 
which  he  refused,  and  they  remained  there 
and  were  surrendered  to  the  enemy. 

The  accomjjanying  report  of  the  Adju- 
tant General,  and  the  documents  appended . 
will  give  you  more  detailed  information  of 
the  number  of  arms  purchased,  and  of  all. 
other  matters  pertaining  to  the  military  ad-" 
ministration  of  the  State.  Efforts  have 
been  made  to  ascertain  the  exact  number 
of  troops  furnished  by  Louisiana  to  the 
Confederate  army.  Official  figures  are  not 
yet  obtained,  but  an  approximative  esti- 
mate of  the  corps  organized  independent- 
ly, coupled  with  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
corps  organized  through  the  State  otfices, 
will  exhibit  the  number  to  be  about  fifty- 
two  thousand,  in  which  are  not  included- 
the  numerous  local  volunteer  corps  that 
were  formed  in  New  Orleans  and  else- 
where, although  they  were  mustered  into 
Confederate  service.  Of  these  local  vol- 
unteers there  have  been  ten  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  nineteen.  The  large.^t  vote 
ever  polled  in  the  State  was  in  the  fall  of 
1860,  and  numbered  fifty  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eleven. 

The  attempt  ot  the  enemy,  since  your 
adjournment,  to  repeat  the  invasion  of  last 
spring,  was  foiled.  He  has  retired  his 
fruitless  expedition  with  the  loss  of  nearly 
two  thousand  prisoner?,  and  now  occupies 
but  little  more  of  our  territory  than  he  did 
a  year  ago.  To  the  troops  who  confront- 
ed with  cheerful  courage  his  superior  num- 
bers; to  the  ofScers  who  led  them  with  alac- 
rity, or  awaited  his  movements  without 
rashness;  and  to  the  commanders  to  whose 
vigilance,  activity  and  generalship,  the 
State  d^es  her  deliverance,  our  thanks  are 
due. 

The  reduction  of  fhe  strongholds,  Vicks- 
burg and  Port  Hudson,  necessarily  changed 
military  movements  in  the  South-west. — 
Their  loss  was  serious- to  the  whole  country, 
and  especially  to  Louisiana.  The  fall  of 
the  latter  fortress  was  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  surrender  of  the  former. 

The  country  waits  with  curious  interest 
to  learn  what  justificatory  explanation  is  to 
be  made  of  the  campaign  which  terminated 
in  that  surrender.  The  defender  of  Charles- 
ton has  improvised  defences  as  new  exigen- 
cies arose.  New  fortifications  have  ap- 
peared where  the  enemy  expected  to  find 
ruins.  It  was  not  too  much  to  expect  from 
the  high  rank  of  the  commander  at  Vicks- 
burg, a  display  of  skillful  generalship,  sim- 
ilarly commensurate  with  bis  elevated 
rank. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESE.VTATIVES. 


ts 


Great  as  have  beea  these  losses  to  us,  iitive  ch:iir  agaiust  ray  own  wishes,  I  found 
they  are  not  comparable  to  that  sustained  myself  suildeuly  surrounded  by  new  and 
by  the  loss  of  East  Tennessee.    The  enemy!  formidable  perils.     Plunged  into   a  war  of 


finds  himself  thus  encouraged  to  persevere, 
and  has  obtained  an  important  point  as  a 
base  for  his  next  campaign.  A  people 
struggling  for  life,  liberty  and  property, 
can  look  danger  in  the  face  without  blanch- 
ing". I3y  properly  estimating,  they  will 
learn  to  surmount  it.  The  sulferi:ig  of|charged  it,  posterity  will  judge,  perhaps 
prolonged  warfare  is  as  nothing  compared! with  less  harshness   than  ihose  of  th.?  proo- 


startling  magnitude,  in  which  our  State  was 
expected  to  form  no  inconsiderable  part, 
I  deplored  that  her  helm  was  entrusted  to 
my  untutored  hand.  How  weightily  I  was 
oppressed  with  that  responsibility,  no  one 
can  ever  fully   kaow.    How  I   have  dis- 


with  the  inappreciable  misery  of  that  tyran- 
ny which  our  enemy  is  vaialy  hoping  to 
fasten  upon  us.  My  confidence  in  the  re- 
sult is  as  firm  as  it  was  before  the  first  re 
verse  to  our  arms.  Oar  separation  from 
the  North  has  been  long  ago  pronounced 
by  the  voice  of  Europe  to  be  irrevocable. 
Despite  the  malign  influence  of  political 
complications,  the  fact  of  the  impossibility 
of  re-union  has  been  acknowleged.  We 
sh.ill  not  disappoint   the  just  expectalioni^ 


ent  day.  For  myself.  I  can  with  sincerity 
say,  that  nothing  could  have  sustained  ma 
under  it,  but  the  conscious  rectitude  of  my 
iuteatious,  and  unabated  zeal  in  my  coua- 
try's  cause. 

Entering:  now  the  retirement  I  have  long 
coveted,  1  invoke  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence upon  our  struggle.  Pa.?Bing  through 
the  sharp  ordeal  of  war  and  suffering,  may 
we  learn  to  value  the  blessings  of  indepen- 
dence, which  at  no  distant  day  will  be  se- 


cf  the  world,  founded  upon  their  witness  of  jcured  to  Louisiana,   and   the   States   with 

the  spirit  of  our  peoplCrand  the  prowess  oi' which  she  has  confederated. 

our  soKLers.  |  THO.  0.  MOORE. 

And  while  we  are  working  out  that; 
grand  result,  let  us  not  forget  the  principle  i 
for  which  we  are  fighting.  The  sovereign-! 
ty  of  the  States  is  the  great   the  only  bul- 


wark for  the  Liberty  of  the  citizen.  .Vs 
that  principle  is  weakened  or  ignored,  the 
absorption  of  power  progresses,  and  a 
centralized  government  inevitably  follows, 
which  only  lacks  occasion  for  its  full  de- 
velopment into  tyranny.  The  experience 
of  nations  teaches  that  written  constitutions 
are  insufficient  safeguards  for  the  libertie- 
of  a  people,  when  the  people  themselves 
have  become  ready  to  fall  beneath  the 
heel  of  a  despot.  The  most  conspicuous 
illustration  of  that  truth  is  now  being  fur 
nished  by  the  people  from  whom  we  have 
separated.  Warned  by  their  example  we 
must  beware  of  any  impulse  to  derogate 
from  a  principle  which,  so  long  as  it  wa.' 
maintained,  secured  the  blessings  of  liber- 
ty and  good  government  to  a  great  and 
prosperous  nation. 

In  closing  this,  my  last  annual  message 
to  the  General  Assembly,  I  desire  to  ex- 
press through  it  to  my  fellow  citizens  of 
the  State,  my  acknowledgment  of  the  for- 
bearance they  have  extended  to  any  errors 
of  my  administration.    Called  to  the  exec- 


Shreveport,  Jan.  ISth  li:6i. 

The  accompanying  documents  were  re- 
ferred, as  follows: 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  to 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  ASUirs, 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Lands  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
and  Levees,  and 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Administra- 
tors of  the  Insane  Asylum,  and  report  of 
the  La.  Relief  Association,  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Charitable  Institutions. 
joi.M'  sicssroN. 

At  (he  hour  agreed  upon,  the  Senate  ap- 
peared in  the  llall  of  Represenuuives,  the 
ilon.  John  Mjore  presiding  over  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Senate  roll  being  called,  12  Sena- 
tors answered  to  their  names. 

After  which  the  roll  of  the  Hoa.=ie  was 
called,  when  37  Representatives  answered 
to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lott  of  the  Senate,  a 
committee  to   consist  C'f  two  Senators  and 

Representatives  v/as  appointed  to  couni 

the  votes  cast  for  Governor,  Llciii-Gover- 
nor,  and  other  State  oflScers  at  the  last  gen- 
era! olcction. 
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Mr.  Andersou  ol  St.  Landry,  moved  that 
the  House  concur  in  said  resolution,  and 
that  the  Speaker  appoint  on  said  joint  coni- 
inilt.ce  on  behalf  the  House  three  Kepresen- 
tatives.    Passed. 


And  the  Speaker  appointed  Messrs. 
Cliapman,  Anderson  ot  St.  Landry,  and 
Mott. 

And  the  j  j>int  tellers  proceeded  to  count 
the  votes  cast  in  the  fullowiufr  Parishes: 
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Hardy. 
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Eastin. 
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Goode. 
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Defreese. 
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T.J.  Semmes. 
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Muse. 

,_, 

L.  D.Simms. 
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Peralta. 
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Defreese. 
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1  Hunter. 
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1  Robertson. 
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W.  H.  N.  Ma- 
gruder. 
P.A.Walker 
1).  Avery. 
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Mr.  Lott  of  the  Senate,  on  behalf  the 
joiat  tellers  ot  both  Houses,  reported  that 
the  following  was  the  reeapitulation  of  the 
voles  of  the  seyeral  Parishes  of  the  State, 
to-wit :   • 

FOR  GOVERNOR. 

Henry  ^V.  Allen  received, 
Leroy  F-  Staflbrd, 
Leonidas  Polk. 
J.  W.  McDonald. 
B.  L.  Uodjre. 
Joha  il.  Sandidge, 

Majority  of  Henry  W,  Allen,         6,,'}21 

FOR  LIECT.  OOVEUXOR. 

Eenjamiu  W.  Pearce  received, 
Hodge  llayburu, 
Edwai-d  Barry, 
Sam  Powers. 
John  Ray, 


Hemy  W.Allen,  having  obtained  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 
the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  fourth 
Monday  of  January  instant. 

Benjamin  W.  Pearce,  having  obtained 

the  majority  of  votes  oftst,  was  proclaimed- 

by   the  President   pro  tem.  of   the   Senate 

duly  elected   Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 

-^*^j  Stale   of  Louisiana  for  the  term   of   four 

~^  years  from  the   fourth  Monday  of  January 

^  instant. 

Pliny  D.  Hardy,  having  obtained  the  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 
the  Pre.=ident  pro  teni.  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  Secretary  of  State  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  Janu- 


7.119 
1G9 


Hilary  instant. 

'Zll     Flavillus  S.  Goode, 


having  obtained  the 


„^"| majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed 
Iby'the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  du- 


Majority  of  Benj.  W.  Pearce.  0,49S 


FOR  SECRETARY  OF  STATK. 

Pliny   D.  Hardy  received, 

Dr.  M.  Estes, 

Lewis  Zim, 

E.  R.  Eastin, 

R.  Ray. 

Dr.  F.  M.  Herrford. 

4,444 

1,680 

542 

316 

O 

li 

Majority  of  Pliny  D.  Hardy, 

1,81)2 

FOR  ATTORNEY  GEXERAI-. 

Flavillus  S.  Goode  received, 

B.  L.  Defreese, 

L.  D.  Smims, 

J.  H.  Muse, 

T.  J.  Semmes, 

E.  W.  Moise. 

Lewis  Zimm, 

7,170 
1 
1 
2 
6i> 
7 
7 

Majority  of  F.  S.  Goode. 

FOR  ACDiTrtU  OP  PirBI.IC  ACCOCXT.S. 

Hypolite  Peralta  received, 
B.  L.  Defre?so, 
R.  A.  Hunter, 
E.  W.  Robertson, 

Majority  of  Hypolite  Peralta, 

rOR  STATE  TRBASCRER, 

B.  L.  Defreese  received. 

FOR  SfPBRIXTEXDEXT  OF  PCBUC  liUCCATIO;?. 

W.  H.  N.  Magruder  received,  7440 

P.  A.  Walker,  25 

D.  I).  Avery,  1 


MJyority  of  W;  H.  ^T.  Magrudor,    7,414 
On  motion  by  the    samo  Senator,    the 
above  wa;i  adopiod  us  the  action  of  fio  tel- 
lers on  tht^  pare  of  the  Senate. 

On  mofcion  by  Mr.  Ander.>oa  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, of  the  House,  the  above  was  also 
adopted  as  the  action  of  the  telletiS  oa-  the 
part  of  the  Uouso. 


ly  elected  Attorney  General  for  the  terra  of 
four  year«  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary instant. 

Hypolite  Peralta,  having  obtained  tht' 
majority  of  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 
the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  fourth  Monday 
of  January  instant. 

B.  L.  Defreese,  having  obtained  (ho  ma- 

g(>.2  jority  of  tbe  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 

'        the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  duly 

lected  State  Treasurer  for  the  term  of  two 

y^ars  irom  the   fourth  Monday  of  January 

instant, 

W.  IL  N.  Magruder,  having  obtained  the 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed 
by  the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  du- 
ly elected  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Wucation  for  the  teru\  of  two  years  from 
the  fourth  Monday  oi  January  iiistaut. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  the  House,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  eubmitted  the  following-  res- 
olution which  was  adopted: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (tlie  House  con- ; 
cuniiig.)  That  a  joint  committee  of  twO' 
memb.  rs  of  this  Senate  and  three  members 
of  the  House  of  KepTPs>=ntati-\  f s  be  ap-' 
pointed  to  make  such  arransrements  aswill 
be  necessary  for  the.  inauguration  of  Gen, 
Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  elect  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Whereupon  the  President  pro  tem.  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  MesSts,^- 
Clark  and  Reeves.  '    . 

Anl  vh.^  Speaker  appcinfcd'on  the  p'artj 
of  tlie  Hof.se.  Messrs.  Robertson,  Snydev  ojf 
Bossier  and  Gil  more. 

Ou  motion  of -Vir.  Abney  the  Sonata  with- 
drew to  the  Hall  of  their  sitting?. 


7,143 

7,700 
1 
4 
] 

7,703 
7,283 


I         rrofSE  PKocEEDixas  resumsp. 

Mr.  Moti  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspen- 
ded, and  that,  ibe  resolution  of  yesteiday 
relative  to  the  leport  of  commissioners  to 
dictribute  tho  fund  for  tho  relief  of  eiilea 
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from  New  Orleans,  be  reierred  to  a  select 
commktpe  of  throe  members,  which  motion 
prevailing  the  Speaker  appointed  as  said 
committee  Messrs.  Mott,  Foulhouze  and 
Cotfou. 

Mr.  Gilmore  offered  a  resolution  thai 
- —  copies  of  tiie  Governor's  Message  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Mott  moved  to  lill  tiie  blank  wit!: 
the  words  one  thousand.    Lost. 

Mr.  McCranfe  moved  to  fill  the  blank 
with  the  word.-5  five  hundred.    Carried. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll  moved  that  a  joint 
committee,  to  consist  of  three  members  ol 
the  House  and  • — -  members  of  the  Senate 
be  appointed,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate,  to  wait  on  the  Governor  to  imjuirt 
what  has  been  done  in  relation  to  the  ))ur- 
chase  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  CvS  author- 
ized by  the  Legislature.     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  the  House  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

TiiCKSDAT,  January  21,  18C-1. 

The  House  met  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker,  in  the 
chair. 

Present — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, Anderson  of  Madison,  Ben-y,  Blanks. 
Cotton,  Couvillon.  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foul- 
houze,  Gilmore,  Gi-iffiu,  Hawkins,  Head 
)iodge,  Jack.  Ji.  ffi  ion,  Johnston  of  Rapides 
Johnston  of  Iberville.  Lacy,  Mayo,  ]\[ott, 
McCranie,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  More 
head,  Osborne.  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley. 
Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snyder,  Taylor  ol 
Carroll,  and  Taylor  of  Union.  30  mem- 
bers. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mosely  oi 
Shreveport,  the  proceedings  of  yesterday 
were  read,  amended  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulno"ze  it  was  or 
dered  that  the  names  ol  members  presen' 
at  the  calling:  of  the  roll,  at  the  commence 
inent  of  each  daily  session,  be  inserted  in 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings,  including 
those  of  Jan.  20th,  1S64. 

Mr.  F.  Roubieu  of  Natchitoches,  was 
Bworn  by  the  speaker  and  took  his  peat. 

Mr.  James  M.  Wilson  was  appointed  As 
sistant  Sergeani-at-Arms  and  duly  sworn. 

MESSAGE  FKOM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate,  through  Mr.  Wagner  its  Sec 
t^etary,  informed  the  rlouse  that  the  Senate 
had  concurred  in  the  House  bill  entitled, 
'■An  act  to  provide  for  the  paytnent  of  the 
members,  officers,  and  contingent  expenf^.- 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  communjcation 
from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  rela 
live  to  defaulters,  which  was,  on  motion, 
reierred  to  the  Finance  committee. 

Mr.  Myers  presented  a  joint  resolution 
relative  to  increasing  the  pay  of  non-com 
missionecl  ofiBcers  and  privates  in  the  sei- 
vioe  of  the  Confederate  States. 


The  rules  being  Fuspcnded,  the  bill  was 
read  the  first  aud  second  time  and  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Conlederate  relations. 

On  motion  Mr.  McCran  e's  resolution, 
that  the  portion  of  the  Governor's  message 
relative  to  harboi  ing  c  juscripts  and  giving 
information  to  jay  hawkers,  be  releried  to 
the  Judiciary  committee,  was  adopted  and 
reft'i'red  to  ttie  same  committee. 

Mr.  Mott  introduced  a  bill  entitled  "Ad 
act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  t;  pio- 
liibit  the  distillation  of  grain,  sugar,  niolas- 
.■<es  or  cane  juice,  into  spirituous  or  alco- 
holic liq\iors,  approved  June  20lh,  IcStio." 

The  bill  was  read,  and  the  rules  beiag 
suspended,  was  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  conuuittee. 

Mr.  Jlorehead  introduced  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  io  provide  fur  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  As,«embly, 
held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas,  in  1^62  and 
18(i3." 

The  rules  being  .'suspended,  the  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
ou  Printing. 

The  same  member  introduced  a  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  authorizing  Police  Juries  to 
regulate  the  amount  of  tuxes  on  tiades,  pro- 
fessions and  occupations." 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  bill  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr.  Myers  introduced  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  Police  Jurymen. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  it  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Griffin  introduced  a  bill  for  the  i-e- 
lief  of  N.  Scopini  aud  Laltier. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  it  was  read 
twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Mott  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  same  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  Griffin  introduced  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Philo  Alden,  Sheriff  of  Bossier. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  bill  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee 
on  claims. 

Mr.  Morehead  offered  a  resolution  to 
have  the  Journal  of  the  House  published 
in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  Shreveport. 

Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  called  up  the  res- 
olution relative  to  appointing  a  joint  com- 
mittee to  make  inquiry  of  the  Governor 
concerning  the  cotton  and  wool  cards 
which  he  was  authorized  to  purchase  by  the 
Legislature,  and  offered  the  following  sub- 
stitute: 

Resolved,    That    a  joint  ccinmittee   of 

three  members  from  the  House  and 

members  from  the  Senate  be  appointed  to 
wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and 
inquire  of  him  what  action  has  been  take& 
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ia  accordance  with  two  acts  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legisliiture,  the  first  en- 
titled: 

"An  act  to  autbnvize  the  Governor  to 
p'U'cb^v-se  cottoa  an  1  wool  cards  for  the 
b'inaiit  of  the  fi:nilies  of  soldiers." 
The  se.ond  entitled: 
'•Aa  act  to  a;ithoii7>e  the  Governor  to 
contract  for  thj  cjn^truction  of  two  iron 
clad  gunboats." 

The  rules  lu'incj  sn^ipended.  the  resolu- 
tion was  read  tlir.;e  tinifs  and  adapted. 

Messrs.  Tiiylor,  r.lanl<s  and  Berry  were 
ftppo  nted  on  the  part  of  the  House  a> 
members  of  said  joint  committee. 

Jdr.  Foulhouze  offered  a  joii»t  resolution 

to  aopiint   a  committee    to  consist  of 

members  of  the  Senate  and members 

of  the  House,   to  ciil    on  the  Geueral  com 
manJin,!!  the  Trans.Missii=siiipi  Department, 
to  obtain  informa'iou    as  to  the    ni'de   ot 
impressMient  followed  in  this  Stale   by  the 
Confederate  oflSiers. 

On  motion  of  .\Ir.  Foulhouze.  the  blank 
for  the  niemliers  o^  Representatives  was 
filled  with  the  word  five. 

The  rt  solution,  alter  its  first,  second  and 
third  reading,  was  adopted. 

The  Speaker  appointed  on  said  commit- 
tee: 

Messrs.  Foulhouze.  Ci;ttoa,  Berry,  and 
Johnston  of  Uajiides, 

0:i  motion,  Mr.  McEnery  was  added  to 
the  committoe. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Fonihouze,  the  resolu- 
tion was  reconsidered  and  amended  bj 
striking  out  the  vvod  five  and  iniertini: 
the  word  seven  in  lieii  thereof. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Blanks  was  added  to  the  com 
mlttee. 

On  motion  of  M'.  Head  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Reftdved  by  the  House  ofRepresenta 
tives,  the  Senate  concurring.  That  a  com 
mittee  of  five  members  on  the   part  of  the 

House,   and members  on  the  part  o; 

the  Senate,  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bil. 
to  provide  for  the  con-trucLion  of  Iroi- 
Foundries  for  the  benefit  of  the  ci-izen 
of  thi-t  Stato,  and  thatProfessor  Clemson  b' 
invited  to  confer  with  said  commiltee  o.i 
that  subject. 

The  Speaker  appointed  on  said  com 
mittee: 

Messrs.  Head,  Murrell,  Majo,  Peck,  ana 
Pitre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCranie.  the  Hons( 
adj  nrned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  11 
o'clock. 

Fbidav,  January  22, 18G4. 
The  House  met  at  11  o'clock. 
The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elaoi,  Speaker  iu  the 
Cbair. 
Preeeat — llessre.  Andersoo  of  Madison, 


.Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks. 
Chapman,  Cotton,  Couvillon.  Dougherty, 
Drake.  Foulhouze,  Giimore.  GrifiSn,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Hodge,  Jack.  Jnfirion,  Joba- 
sion  of  Uapides.  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Lacy,  .Mayo,  Mott.  McCianie,  McEnery, 
Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Robertson,  Rou- 
bieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll, and  Taylor  ot  Union — .l^  members. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
Post  Chaplain  of  iht  Confederate  States 
.\r.ny. 

Mr.  M.S.  Newsom.  of  St.  Helena,  waa 
sworn  and  took  his  seat  as  a  Representa- 
tive. 

Capt.  J.  P  nckney  t:mi'.h.  Wafrnnt  Clerk 
elect,  was  swoin. 

The  journal  of  yeste.-day  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  a  resolution  wae 
adopted  to  suspend  the  appointment  cf 
;he  three  commiitees  on  Sia.e  Library, 
L^enitenti  try  and  Public     nildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pressley.  a  resolutior? 
was  adopted  providing  that  a  copy  of  each 
of  the  newspapers  of  Shrevepori,  the  "Ga- 
Zc'tte."  the  "  News,"  and  the  ••Souih-VVest- 
e.-n"'  be  furnished  to  the  respective  men;- 
bjrs  of  this  House. 

The  same  Representative  introdnced  a 
bill  requesting  our  Senators  and  Repre- 
eutaf.ves  in  Congress  to  procure  th«  re- 
peal of  laws  exempting  persons  from  the 
J^nfederate  army  on  account  of  property, 
which  was  laid  over  under  the  ruies. 

Mr.  Mott  pre  ented  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Lands  and  moved 
io  withdraw  from  the  committee  on  Public 
[jands  and  Levees  the  informal  report 
vvhich  accompanied  the  Governor's  Mes- 
-age  and  to  substitute  therefor  the  report 
;ust  presented.  And  no  objection  beinjc 
aiade  it  was  so  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCranie,  a  resoln- 
iou  was  adopted  providing  that  the  com- 
niltee  on  the  Juiiciary  be  instructed  to 
•  xamine  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  eup- 
jort  of  the  families  of  officers.  Boldiers, 
ion  commissioned  officers  and  marines, 
fcc,"  approved  Januaiy  3d.  1863,  and  to 
report  such  amendments  to  said  act  as  will 
oeiter  protect  the  State  from  frand  and 
dispense  the  benefits  therein  provided  for 
to  those  only  who  actually  need  and  dt- 
serve  them. 


BII.L-S  INTBODVCED  AXD  nKFEKRED. 

The  hereinafter  named  ReproBenta'-ive?, 
without  previous  notice  given,  and  with  8. 
-nspension  of  the  rules  first  granted.  intrc» 
duced  the  follow  ng  entitled  bills  whicb 
inderwent  their  first  and  second  readiags 
and  were  referred,  to-wit : 

By  Mr.  Johnston  of  Rapides : 

An  act  requiring  the  Justice  of  the  Peac« 
ot  each  ward  in  the  Parish  of  Rapidea  to 
assess  and  colle^ct  Urn  Parieb  Taxes  of  said 
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Pariah.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 

Jadlciary. 

<    Also 

.  An  act  relative  to  Roads  and  Levees. 
Referred  to  the  committee  oa  the  Juiii- 
«iary. 

By  Mr.  Neiv?;om  : 

An  pct  gianih":  the  right  to  husband  or 
.■wife  ir>  obtain  a  jaugmoiit  of  divorce 
against  ihe  o!i!?r  rewaijiiuj,'  in.  or  taking 
tfa<3  oath  of  a".ie.,iance  to  the  Uniled  cjtatc.-r 
Government.  Iteierr^fl  to  iLu  coiuaiitlte 
en  the  JuJiehiry. 

ByMr.  Jaclc: 

An  act  to  .liUhorize  the  Govcruor  to  call 
into  (he  service  of  ihe  State  free  p  M-son.-r 
of  color.  Referred  to  ths  comaiittee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

By  Iv!r.  Myers : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Per- 
kins. Referred  to  ihe  committee  on  Pro- 
positions and  Grievances. 

By  i\lr.  l're.ssiey  : 

Au  act  to  repeal  the  Miiiiia  Law.  Re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

By  Mr.  Mott : 
_  An  act  to  license  the  dLstillation  of  spi- 
rituous liqiuirs.    Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

By  the  same  Representative  : 

An  act  to  suspend  the  issue  of  State 
Treasury  Notes.  Referred  to  the  commit 
tee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Mayo  : 

Au  act  to  amend  an  act  entilleil  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  Town  of 
Bastrop.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Fcjulhouze  : 

An  act  to  call  a  State  Convention.  Re- 
fen-ed  to  the  commiitee  on  amendments  to 
the  Constitution. 

The  Speaker  presetited  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Auditor  of  iublic  Accounts 
which,  oa  motion,  was  referied  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Speaker  announced  (hat  he  h^d  ap 
pointed  Master  James  Gilpin  page  to  the 
House. 

ST.WDING  COr.ryiTTEES. 

The  F'peaker  then  annoiuiced  the  Stand- 
ing Coma.ittees  of  the  lioufe  as  follow.^*: 

On  E'edlons.—Mvi^svii.  Jaek,  De.-obry. 
Nuri»'Z,  Mayo,  Myers.  Jones  and  Lacy. 

On  Chums. — Messrs.  Taylor  of  Carroll. 
J'nv;rl,  McEnery,  Munell,*  Otborn,  Pres^- 
ley  and  Sn'der    of  Bossier. 

'Oil  FMaiice.—Mi'ss\>.  Moft.  Taylor  of 
Carroll,  Col  ton.  Muireu,  liawkius,  Mc 
E.iery,  Collins,  Audersou  of  Madison,  and 
Peck. 

On  Ihe  Judiciary. — Me.--srs.  Cotton,  Rob- 
ertson, Molt,  SniJer  of  Bossier.  Gr.tSu. 
Foulhouze,  Jack,  lioitgheity  and  K;  ruiin. 

On  Contingent  £ip<i/!s2i-.— Messrs.  Head, 
Chapman.  Kerry,  Ai.dersoa  of  St.  LaC 
diy,  aad  New^om. 


On  Militui-y  Affairs.— yi.ei?,T%.  GrifiBn.  Gil- 
more.  Lacy.  Taylor  of  Union,  Hodge, 
McCranie,  Pressley,  Morehead  and  Ron- 

bieu. 

On  Propositions  and  Grievances. — Messrs. 
I5erry,  Piire,  Perkins,  Oiboni,  Richardson, 
fiaigis  and  Barry. 

6?i  Internal  lmprovemenis.-—}>lcfi?:XS.  Drake, 
Goie.  Helm,  liodge,  Jones,  J')hcston  of 
tiapides,  Joliusioa  of  Iberville,  Blanks 
and  Snyder  of  Tensas. 

On  Pubic  L'ducallon.  —  JJefsra.  Foul- 
houze, Press. ey,  llobertson.  Morehead,  .My- 
ers, McCranie,  Jack,  Johnston  of  Iber- 
ville, and  Gore. 

On  Uiiflnislied  Business. — Messrs  Ander- 
•^on  of  Madison,  Giir.iore,  Perkins,  Earrj'. 
Whitaker,  Peck,  NuneZj  Jewell  and  Hl;V- 
gis. 

On  EnroUmeni. — Messrs  Joffrion,  Coo- 
ley,  Griffin,  lierry,  Barry,  Helm  and  Haw- 
bins. 

On  Covimerce  and  Manufactures. — Me.=!srs 
Andersou  of  St.  Landiy,  Gilmore,  Whi 
taker,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Couvillou 
R:cliardson,  and  Roubieu. 

On  Public  Printing. -^yios^K,  Morehead 
McCranie,  Grifnn,  Jji-k  and  Jev.-ell. 

On  Parochial  Affairs. — Messrs.  Mayo; 
Whitaker,  Newsom,  Hargis,  Myers  and 
Lacy. 

On  Confederate  Relations. — Messrs.  Sni- 
der of  Bo.ssier,  Taylor  of  Carroll.  Berry, 
Foulhouze,  Cooley,  Keraan  and  Robert- 
son. 

On  Public  Lands  and  Levees. — ^lessrs. 
McKnery.  Peck,  Mott.  Collins,  Chapman, 
Dougherty.  Drake.  Snyder  of  Tensas,  and 
Anderson  of  Madison. 

On  Charitable  and  Public  Institutions. — 
Messrs.  Osborn,  Couvillon,  Taylor  of 
Union,  Peikins  and  Pitre. 

Mr.  Morehead  called  up  the  resolution 
relative  to  the  printing  of  the  lournal  of 
the  House  in  a  newspaper,  and  offered  the 
following  as  a  subsutute,  to-wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  print- 
ing be  authorized  to  contract  for  the  pub- 
Hcatiou  of  the  journals  of  this  House  in 
one  of  the  Shreveport  newspapers,  pro- 
vided that  such  piinting  shall  not  cost 
more  than  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  square, 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Mott  moved  that  the  memorial  and 
accompanying  documents  of  Jas.  E.  Win- 
■iavcl  be  withdrawn  from  the  records  of 
'■hi'.  House. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  m 'tion  of  the  same  Representative, 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
aiornlug  at  11  o'clock. 

S.VTCRDAV,  January  23,  1364-. 

The  House  met  at  11  oclock,  a.  m. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  Elam  .in  the  Chair 
and  present: 

Messr-.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry.  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman  ) 
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Cotton,  Couvillion.  Dougherty,  Foulhouze. 
Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Hawkins.  Head. 
Hodge,  Jack.  Joffriou.  Jolnii^ton  of  Rapi- 
des, Johnston  of  Iberville.  Lacy,  Mayi. 
Mott,  McCranie,  McEnery,  Myeiv.  Miirrell 
Morehead,  0.>borno,  Pock.  Perkins.  Pitre. 
Prcssley,  Koberlsou,  ^oubieu,  Snider  o( 
Bos.sier,  and  Taylor  of  Carroll.  3G  mem 
ber?. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tuck 
er.  of  Shreveiiort. 

Mr.  J.  A  Hargis,  K(>presentative  from  the 
Parish  of  Winn,  was  sworn  and  took  his 
.seat. 

Mr.  Cotton  moved  that  Mr.  ^'aniuel  Jarai- 
.son.  Representative  from  the  Second  Rep- 
resentative District  of  New  Orleans  for  the 
last  Legislature,  be  admitted  to  a  se. tin 
thi.s  body. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Griffin  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  when  the  following  Repre- 
sentatives, to  wit: 

Messrs  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  (Bolton.  Couvillion.  Dough- 
erty, Foulhouze.  Gilmore,  Hargis,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Hodge.  Joffrion,  Johnston  of 
Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville.  Lacy,  Mott. 
McP]nery,  Myers.  Morehead,  Osborne.  Peck. 
Perkins.  Pitre,  Robertson,  Roubien,  and 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  2tl  Representatives  vo- 
ted yea. 

And  Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  GrifSn,  Jack, 
Mayo.  McCranie,  Murrell,  New.som,  Press- 
ley,  and  Snider  of  Bossier,  10  Representa- 
tives voted  n.iy. 

So  the  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Jami- 
■eon  being  present  was  sworn  and  took  his 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  a  resolution 
w.as  adopted  authorizing  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts  to  hnve  a  hundred  copies 
of  his  condensed  report  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Hotise. 

Mr.  Morehead  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Printing,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  resolution  relative  to  the  print- 
ing of  the  Journal  in  one  of  the  newspa- 
pers of  Shreveport,  reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  on  Public  Printing,  to 
whom  was  referred  House  re.solution  au- 
thorizmg  them  to  contract  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Journals  in  one  of  the  Slueve- 
port  n(ivspapers.  beg  leave  to  report  that 
after  mature  deliberation  they  have  con- 
tracted with  the  Proprietor  of  the  Shreve- 
port News,  for  the  puV)]ication  of  Iho  .Jour- 
nals in  his  semi-weekly  issue,  at  $1  50  per 
hundred  words.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted. 

E.  F.  MOREHEAD. 
-Ch'man  Com.  on  Pub.Prinl'g. 

And  the  re^iort  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Joft'rion,  Chairman  of  the  House  com- 
mittee on  Enrollment,  ofTercd  the  following 
as  the  report  of  the  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses  on  EiiroUracnt,  which  was 
ucdopted: 
■*  Tie  underelgued,  on  behalf  of  the  joint 


committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that,  in  pursuance  with  the  provisions 
■)f  an  act  of  the  State  Li-iri^iature  entitled 
'.\n  act  jiroviding  for  the  performance  of 
be  clerical  basjne.ss  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly," approved  March  2oth.  ISiil,  the  joint 
committee  have  met  and  have  appointed 
the  following  Clerks,  to  wit: 

Cliief  Clerk— Mr  J.  Hamilton  Hardy. 

Enrollhif  eec/o.s-M.-ssr.-^.  E.  W.  Blake, 
T.  1).  Mc('audle-s  H.  Hunsicker.  R.J.Lowe, 
J.  G.  Arnold,  Emmet  Rankin,  and  Samuel 
Wells.  '  i» 

All  of  which  is  respectfiilly  submitted. 
W.  H.  WEIGHTMAN, 
Chairman  Senate  Committee. 

J.  C.  JOFFRION, 
(^hairman  House  Committee. 

Whereupon  Mr.  J.  H  nnilton  Ilarly,  Chief 
Clerk,  and  Messrs.  E.  W.  Blake,  T.  D.  Mc- 
Candless,  H.  Hunslcker,  li.  G.  Lowe.  J  G- 
.Vriiold,  Emmet  Rankin,  and  Samuel  Wells, 
(Jlerks.  were  sworn  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Joffrion  also  r  ported  as  correctly 
enrolled,  the  House  bill 'entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  lor  the  pa>meut  of  the 
members.  ofBcers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  Cotton,  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  the  Jud  ciary,  reported  unfa- 
vorably on  the  following  bills: 

An  act  granting  the  right  to  husbanll  or 
wife  to  obtain  a  judgment  of  divorce' 
against  the  other,  remaining  in.  or  taking 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
Government. 

An  act  requiring  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  each  ward  in  the  Parish  of  Rapides  to 
assess  and  collect  the  Parish  taxes  of  said 
Parish. 

An  act  relative  to  Roads  and  Leveo-!^. 

An  act  authorizing  I^lice  Juries  to  regu- 
late the  amount  of  taxes,  on  trades  profes- 
sions and  occui>ations. 

The  same  Representative  reported  back 
from  the  said  eommitt'»e  the  resoltitions  re 
lative  to  provision  being  made  for  the  8ti]i- 
port  of  soldiers'  families,  &c..  with  th#i  re- 
commendation of  the  committee  that  th^V 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  ^lillt^iy 
.Vlfairs,  and  they  were,  on  motion,  so  re- 
ferred. 

Also,  "an  act  authorizing  the  .Gover»or 
to  call  into  tlie  .State  service  free  persons 
of  color."'  with  the  same  recommendation, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  on  "an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  Of 
Police  Jurymen,"'  favorably,  with  an 
amendment,  limiting  iLs  appHcatioooi  to  the 
Parish  of  Rapides. 

Also,  on  "an  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled an  act  amending  the  act  couccrniEg 
the  town  of  Bastrop."  favorably. 

Mr.  Robertson,  on  behalf  of  Ih.o  Repre^' 
eentatives  appointed  on  the  joint  cuaamiU^ 
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of  the   two  Houses  to  make  arrangepjenl.-- 
for  the  iuaiiguratioQ  of  Gov.  Allen,  report 
_  ed  as  follows: 

The  iinder.-igned.  committee  on  the  pari 
of  the  House,  acting  in  concert  witlra  com 
mittee  of  the  Senate  appointed  to  make  ar 
rangements  for  the  inauguration  of  Gov- 
Allen  and  Lieut.  Gov.  Pearce,  bog  leave 
to  report  that  the  ceremony  will  take  place 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Rei)resentative.'- 
on  Monday,. the  25th  in.«t.,  at  12  o'clock;  m 
It  is  proposed  by  the  committee  thatiftlu 
weather  i.s  good,  and  the  number  of  specta 
tors  is  loo  great  to  be  accommodated  in 
the  Hall,  that  the  ceremony  shall  take  place 
on  the  front  portico  of  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JNO.  B.  ROBERTSON, 
Chairman  House  Committee. 

Mr.  Mott  asked  and  obtained'  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  nnfiilished 
bu.Hness  of  last  session  the  '"act  for  the  re 
Uef  of  Tho3.  H.  Pitts"  which  he  offered  as 
a  new  bill,  and  the  rules  being  suspended 
U  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Lands  and  Levees. 

Mr.  Myers  itHroduced  a  bill  entitled. 

An  act  to  cut  a  dam  on  Bayou  Jean  de 
Jean  at  Co  tile. 

Read  twice  and  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Lands  and  Levees. 

The  hereinafter  named  Rnpresentatives, 
without  previous  notice,  and  the  rules  be 
auspended,  introduced  the  following  enti- 
tled bills,  which  were  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred respectively  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Robertson: 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act 
prescribing  an  additional  oath  for  electors 
in  certain  cases.  To  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Myers: 

An  act  to  exempt  the  homestead  of  a 
property  and  householder  from  seizure  and 
sale  on  execution,  in  certain  cases.  To 
the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Newsom: 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  relative  to  Judicial  proceedings  against 
penooa  in  the  military  or  naval  service. — 
To  the  same  committee. 

By  Mr.  Head: 

Aa  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  families 
of  oflicers,  soldiers  and  marines,  &c.,  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States  and  of 
this  State.  To  the  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry: 

An  act  to  donate  to  Humble  Cottage 
liodgo,  No.  19,  Franklin  College  with  its 
landia,  buildings  and  appurtenances,  loca- 
ted at  Opelou.sas,  La,  To  the  committeee 
on  Public  Education. 

By  Mr.  Head: 

An  »ct  curtailing'  czemptioaa  from  jury 


service.    To   the  committee   on  the  Judi  - 
clary. 

MESSAGE   FRO.M  THE   SENATE. 

The  Senate',  through  Mr.  Wagner,  its  Se- 
cretary, informed  the  House  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  had  signed  the  House 
bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
members,  officers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Also  inviting  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  in  bills  passed  by  the  Senate  en- 
titled : 

A.n  act  to  appropriate  $250,000,  or  sn 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pa> 
for  the  hire  or  loss  of  slaves  and  other  pro- 
perty, lost  by  death  or  otherwise,  whilst  in 
the  public  service  up  to  the  1st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1863 ;  and 

An  act  authorizing  Recorders  to  admin- 
ister oaths. 

Also  that  the  Senate  had  adopted  as  a 
substitute  for  House  bill  No.  6.  a  bill  en- 
titled : 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  the  Gov- 
ernor to  communicate  to  the  Legislature 
what  action  he  has  taken  relative  to  the 
construction  of  two  iron-clads  and  tho 
purchase  of  cotton  and  wool  cards  under 
two  acts  of  the  last  Legislature. 

Also  informing  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  adopted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  joint 
committee  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  Treasurer  , 
and  that  Senators  McDonald,  Weigbtman 
and  Weaks  had  been  appointed  on  eaid 
committee. 

And  the  Speaker  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  as  members  of  said  commit- 
tee, Messrs.  Foulhouze,  Anderson  of  St. 
Landry,  Roubieu,  Jofl'rion  and  Morehead. 

Mr.  Morehead,  Chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Public  Printing,  reported  on  behalf 
of  said  committee  on  bill  entitled  :  "  An  . 
act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the  act« 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the 
session  held  in  the  town  of  Opeleusas  in 
18(i2  and  '63,"  favorably. 

House  bill  No.  17  entitled  :  "Joint  Reso- 
lution relative  to  requesting  our  Congrese- 
men  to  endeavor  to  have  repealed  certain 
Exemption  Laws,"  was  read  a  second  time 
and  referred  to  tho  committee  on  Confede- 
rate Relations. 

BILLS   AT  THEIR  THIRD   READING. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the 
following  bills  at  their  third  reading,  when 

An  act  relative  to  roads  and  levees,  and 

An  act  requiring  the  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  each  ward  in  the  Pari.sh  of  Rapides  to 
assess  and  collect  the  Parish  taxes  of  said 
Parish, 

Were,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed. 

An  act  granting  the  right  to  husband  or 
wife  to  obtain  a  judgment  of  divorce 
against  the  other  remaining  in,  or  takinjf 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  State*. 
(Government, 
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Was  laid  on  the  table  subject  to  call. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hanuah  Perkins. 

Mr.  Mf/Jranie  moved  that  the  bill  be 
indefiuitely  postponed,  which  motion  was 
lost. 

An  amendment  was  offered  to  this  bill 
providi;i;j;  that  the  relief  prayed  for  shall 
be  limite  1  to  the  children  of  John  Pierce 
».Qd  Hannah  Perkins. 

Mr.  Newsom  moved  that  the  amendment 
bo  laid  on  the  table,  and  on  bis  motion 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  roll  be- 
ing called  the  following  Representatives 
to-wit :  Messrs.  Convillon,  Murrell  and 
Newsom,  3  in  number,  voted  yea,  and 
iles^r.^.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Ulanka,  Collins,  Cot- 
ton, Douj;herly,  Fonlhoiize.  Giln)ore,  Grif- 
fin, Hargis,  Hawkins,  H  'ad,  Hodge,  Jack 
JofiVion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston 
of  Iberville.  Jamison*  Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott. 
HcCranie.  McEnery,  Myer?,  Morehead,  Os- 
borne. Peck,  I'erkins,  Pitro.  Pre.ssley.  Ron- 
bieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll, 
•nd  Taylor  of  Union,  35  in  number,  voted 
nay. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
lost. 

And  the  amendment  being  accepted  and 
adopted,  Mr.  Mott  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  motion  was  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  Speaker,  whose  decision  be- 
ing appealed  from  by  Mr.  Morehead.  and 
the  appeal  seconded,  the  ruling  of  the 
Speaker  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  the 
House. 

The  bill  being  put  upon  its  engrossment. 
Mr.  Mott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
when  the  following  Rrepresentativea,  "to- 
wit: 

Messr.-'.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Chapman,  Cotlon, 
Dougherty,  Gilmore,  Hawkins.  Head, 
Hodge.  Jack,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Lacy, 
Mayo,  Mott,  Myers,  Osborn.  Peck,  Perkins. 
Pitre,  Prossley,  Roubieii,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
and  Taylor  of  Carroll,  21  in  number,  voted 
yea,  and 

Messrs.  Blanks,  Couvillion,  Foulhouze. 
Griffin.  Hargis,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Iber- 
ville, Jamison.  McEnery.  Myers,  Murrell 
Morehead,  Newsom.  and  Taylor  of  Union. 
14  in  number,  voted  nay. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

MKSSAOK    FKOa  THE    GOVERNOR. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  through  J.  Hamilton 
Hardy,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
informing  the  House  that  he  had  this  day 
approved  and  signed  the  act  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  thf^  payment  of  the 
members,  officers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Head,  two  additional 
luembcrs  were  appointed  by  the  Speaker 
«a  tb«  special  committee  on  Iroa  Foua-; 


aries,  to-wit:  Messrs.  Foulhouze   and  Rob- 
ertson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  11  o'clock,  a.  u.,on  Monday 
next. 

Monday,  January  25,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o'clock. 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker  in  the 
Chair,  and  present 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Blanks, 
Chapman,  Cotto^n,  Couvillon.  Dougherty, 
Diake.  Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis, 
Hawkins,  Head.  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jew- 
ell, Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johns- 
ton of  Iberville,  Jamison,  Mayo,  Mott,  Mc- 
Cranie,  McEnery,  Myer9,  Murrell,  More- 
head,  Newsom.  Osborn,  Peck,  Perking,  Pi- 
tre, Pressley,  Roubieu,  Taylor  of  Carroll, 
and  Taylor  of  Union — 158  members. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mose- 
ley  of  Shreveport. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read, 
corrected  and  approved. 

Messrs.  T.  B.  Helm  of  Rapides,  and  W. 
L.  Jewell  of  Pointe  Coupee,  were  sworn 
and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Sena(« 
through  W.  F.  Wagner,  Rsq.,  its  Secretary, 
asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  an 
act  entitled: 

Au  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  moved  to  dispensa 
with  the  rules  in  order  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution relative  to  gunboats  and  cotton  and 
wool  cards. 

No  objection  being  made  the  same  Rep- 
resentative moved  to  concur  in  the  substi 
tutc  for  said  resolution  as  adopted  by  the 
Senate. 

There  being  no  objection  the  substitute 
was  concurred  in. 

M-.  Foulhouze  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  from  thefllosof  the  untini-hed 
business  of  last  session,  a  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  dispose,  by  donation,  of  Frank- 
lin College. 

With  a  view  of  ofTering  a  substitute  for 
said  bill  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers  the  following 
re.aolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved.  Tba!;  the  73rd  Rule  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as 
follows,  to-wit: 

7.3.  Th(!  Chief  Clerk  shall  read  the  Jour- 
nal daily  from  the  sheet  on  which  the  min- 
utes are  written-  and  after  being  so  read 
and  corrected,  the  said  minutes  shall  be  re- 
corded in  the  Journal,  and  copies  in  the 
iMiglish  language  only,  authenticated  by 
he  signature  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  shall  bf 
prepared  for  delivery  at  his  desk  to  the 
printer,  by  10  oclock  on  the  day  following 
that  on  which  it  shall  have  been  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulhouze,  the  Senat* 
was  informed  that  the  House  would  b» 
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ready  to  receive  them  at  11^  o'clock  to-day 
in  lliis  Hall  for  the  purpose  of  performing 
the  ceremony  of  inaugurating  Governor 
Henry  W.  Allen  and  Lieutenant-Governor 
Benjamin  W.  Pearce. 

And  a  message  iu  response  was  received 
from  the  Senate,  announcing  that  that  lion- 
orable  body  was  ready  to  join  the  Housl' 
as  above  invited. 

The  Senate  also,  through  W.  F.  Wagner. 
Esq.,  its  Secretary,  asked  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  tiie  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  repeal  tlie  2hd  section  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  relative  to  the  State 
Library,  approved  March  l.'i.  LS55." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Head,  it  was  resolved 
that  one  hundred  cupies  of  the  report  of 
the  Surgeon  General  of  the  State  be  print- 
led  with  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  Gefler- 
al.  for  the  use  of  of  the  House 

Mr.  Myers  introduced  a  bill  entitled: 

-An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt."' 

Which  was  read  and  the  rules  being  dis- 
pensed with,  was  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  Hawkins  introduced  a  bill  entitled: 

'•An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  entitled 
an  act  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  a  part  of 
the  Free  School  Accumulating  Fund,  and 
of  the  Levee  and  Drainage  Fund,  to  the 
General  Fund  as  a  loan,  approved  20th 
June,  J  803,  and  for  the  re-transfer  of  the 
same." 

The  rules  being,  on  motion,  suspended 
the  bill  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Finance. 


JOINT  SESSION. 

The  Senate  appeared  at  the  door  of  the 
Hall  of  Representatives,  and  were  invited 
to  seats  by  the  Speaker,  in  joint  session. 

The  Hon.  Lieutenant-Governor  Hyaras 
in  the  Chair,  as  President  of  the  Senate, 
and  present  Ihe  following  Senatoi's,  viz: 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  i]utler,  Coce. 
Clarke,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lett,  McDonald. 
Moore,  Reeves,  Rogers,  Taxada,  Wail, 
Weaks  and  Weigh tnian.    Iti  Senators, 

The  roll  of  the  House'being  also  calied 
there  were  present: 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elaui,  Speaker,  and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  (chapman. 
Cotton,  Couvillion.  Dougherty, Drake,  Foul 
houzo,  Gilmore.  Griflin.  Hargis,  Hawkins 
Head.  Helm,  Hodge.  Jack,  Jamison,  Jew- 
ell. Jcfl'iion,  Johnston  of  Rapides.  Johnston 
of  Iberville,  Mayo,  Mott.  McCranie.McEne- 
ery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Newsom, 
Osborn,  Peck,  Perkins,  l^itre,  Pressley, 
Roberl.=on,  Roubien,  Snid(!r  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Taylor  of  Union.  42 
Representatives. 

The  foll(nving  was  then  ordered  to  be 
read  as  the  programme  of  .proceedings 
agreed  upon  by  the  special  joint  committee 
'on  the  Inauguration. 


IN.VUCJlUATtOX  OF  GOV.  .UJ.ES. 

January  2.ith,  1864, 

rroijramme. 

1st.  The  two  Houses  shall  meet  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
1 1.^  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  repair  thence  to  the 
front  of  the  Capital. 

2iid.  Roll  call  of  the  two  Hou.ses. 

?>\i\.  Administration  of  oath  to  Gov.  Al- 
len, and  Lieut-Gov.  Pearce. 

4th.  Inaugural  by  Gov.  Allen. 

5th.  Adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  to 
their  respective  chambers. 

SAM  CLARKE, 
Chm.  of  JointCom.  oflnatiguration. 

Mr.  Robertson,  on  behalf  of  the  said  com- 
mittee, conducted  the  Senate  and  House  to 
the  front  of  the  Capital. 

•The  loll  of  the  Senate  was  again  called 
the  foUowina:  Senators  answering  to  their 
names,  to- wit: 

The  ilon.  Henry  M.  Hyamg.  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  President  of  the  Senate,  and 

Senators  Abney,  arrow,  Butler.  Coco, 
Clarke, Gantt,  Gray,  Lott.  McDonald,  Moore, 
Reeves,  Jjj^ogers,  Texuda,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 16  in  number. 

The  roll  of  the  House  was  also  called, 
when  there  were  found  to  be  present: 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Cotton,  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foul- 
houze,  Gilmoore,  Grifiiu,  Hargis.  Hawkins, 
Head.  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison.  Jew- 
ell, Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johns- 
ston  of  H)erville,  Mayo,  Mott,  McCranie, 
McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  New- 
som, Osborn,  Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Press- 
ey,  Roberson,  Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Union — 41 
Rej)resentati7es. 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  administered 
by  the  Hon.  Roland  Jones,  Judge  of  the 
10th  Judicial  District,  first  to  Henry  W. 
xUlen,  Governor  elect,  and  thui  to  Benja- 
min W.  Pearce,  Lieutenant-Governor. 

The  Governor  elect  being  introduced  to 
the  General  Assembly,  by  his  Excellency 
Governor  Moore,,  proceeded  to  deliver  the 
following,  his 


INADGDRAL  ADPRESS. 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly, 

and  Fellow- at  kens  : 

Having  been  called  to  the  Executive 
chair  by  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of 
the  Stale,  I  now  enter  upon  the  duties  of 
that  office  with  the  proud  satisfaction  that 
I  have  the  conlidence  of  the  citizens  of 
I^ouisiana.  That  confidence,  I  trust,  has 
not  ))ecn  misplaced,  for  it  shall  be  the  sole 
object  of  my  life  to  serve  the  State  faith- 
fully, honestly  and  zealously. 

Without  any  solicitation  whatever  on 
my  part,  I  have  been  elected  to  the  highest 
honor  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  If  1 
wore  ambitions,  the  measure  of  my  ajnbi;: 
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tion  is  full.  To  be  called  to  the  helm 
these  s),ormy  times,  to  pilot  the  ship  of 
■  State,  (I  trust  to  a  port  of  safety,)  is  in- 
deed honor  enough  for  any  man.  I  would, 
therefore,  be  recreant  to  every  principle 
of  honor,  of  manliness  and  of  patriotism 
if  I  permitted  anything  but  a  high  sense  of 
conscientious  duty  to  govern  me  in  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  State.  1 
shall  not  falter  in  the  discharge  of  the  du 
ties  assigned  me  by  the  constitution,  but 
whenever  the  good  of  the  people  requires 
it.  and  1  have  the  power,  I  shall  take  all 
responsibilities,  and  trust  to  you  and  your 
constituents  to  support  me. 

My  distinguishe(l  predecessor  this  day 
leaves  the  (Executive  chair,  and  returns  to 
private  life.  I  fully  appreciate  the  trials 
and  troubles  tbrongh  which  he  has  been 
called  to  pass.  I  honor  his  spotless  in 
tegrity  and  his  patriotic  heart.  May  long 
lite  and  liapjiiness  attend  him,  for  he  has 
been  to  the  State  ai'aithful  servant. 

The  people  having  called  nie  from  the 
camp  to  assume  the  robes  of  civil  office, 
come  weal — come  woe— I  am  prepared  to 
do  my  duty.  For  nearly  three  years  we 
have  battled  with  a  cruel  and  vindictive 
foe.  We  have  suffered  many  losses  and 
gained  many  victories.  The  spirit  of  our 
people  is  still  unbroken.  The  fires  of  pa- 
triotism still  blaze  as  brightly  on  hill-top 
and  on  mounkiiu,  as  when  this  great  revo- 
lution began.  Many  portions  of  our  fair 
State  have  been  overrun  by  the  enemy, 
manj'  houses  and  homes  have  been  burned 
and  destroyed — many  brave  men  have 
died  in  defence  of  our  soil.  Age  and  in- 
nocence have  alike  been  murdered,  and 
the  widow  and  the  orphan  have  been 
brought  to  the  door  of  starvation.  The  en 
emy, glutted  with  murder,  rapine  and  plun- 
der, seem  to  l\ave  sickened  at  their  own 
outrages,  and  are  now  offering  terms  of 
peace;  a  species  of  mock  pardon.  But 
what  terms  of  peace  does  the  bloody  Mo- 
och at  Washington  suggest  to  his  Gon 
gress  ? 

1st.  You  must  give  up  all  your  negroes 
and  make  them  your  equals. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
gnarantees  property  in  your  slaves — for 
Washington,  and  Madison,  and  Jefferson 
were  all  slaveholders,  under  that  constitu- 
tion. But  Lincoln's  proclamation  over- 
rides all  constitutional  and  judicial  bar- 
riers, and  aims  a  death  blow  at  your  dear- 
est rights. 

2nd.  You  must  swear  not  only  to  support 
the  Federal  consiitution,  but  all  the  nefari- 
ous acts  of  the  Black  Republican  party, 
and  the  unconstitutional  proclamations  of 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

3rd.  You  must,  if  required,  hunt  down 
your  brother  and  your  neighbor,  bind  them 
band  and  foot,  and  deliver  them  up  to 
death.  The  father  who  has  sons  in  the 
XJonfederate  Army,  is  ordered  to  forswear 


the  land  of  his  birth  or  adoption,  and  aid 
in  the  assassination  of  his  own  offspring. 

The  fiend  of  hell  in  all  his  malice  never 
conceived  such  unnatural  and  internal 
wickedness!! 

Great  God!  Peace  to  whom!  Peace  to 
you  whose  brothers  have  been  slain,  whose 
lands  have  been  despoiled,  whose  homes 
have  been  burned,  whose  wives  and  daugh- 
ters have  been  basely  insulted!  'Tis  the 
voice  of  the  murderer  with  bloody  hands, 
reeking  from  his  assassination,  who  now 
proposes  terms  of  amity  to  the  brother  of 
his  bleeding  victim!  'Tis  the  incendiary 
outlaw  who  returns  from  burping  your 
houses  and  despoiling  your  lands!  'Tis 
the  black-hearted  villain  who  has  insulted 
your  wives  and  daughters,  and  who  now 
asks  you  to  take  a  seat  around  his  loath- 
some fireside,  and  bask  in  the  smiles  of  his 
own  licentiousness!  Forbid  it.  Almighty 
God!  Let  there  bo  no  peace  between  us 
until  we  are  free  forever  from  this  accursed 
race!  Is  peace  so  sweet  as  to  be  purchased 
at  the  expense  of  reconstruction?  Oh, 
think  not  of  reconstruction.  Reconstruc- 
tion means  subjugation,  ruin  and  death. 
The  martyrs  of  our  holy  cause,  those  hero- 
ic men  who  shed  their  blood  for  us  at  Ma- 
nassas, at  Shiloh,  at  Sharpsburg,  and  a 
hundred  other  battle  fields,  would  rise  in 
solemn  procession  from  the  chambers  of  the 
dead,  and  rebuke  this  unholy  alliance.  A 
gallant  young  Louisianian  was  dying  on 
the  field  of  Shiloh;  as  I  passed  by  him,  he 
called  mo  to  his  side,  said  he:  ''My  Colonel, 
I  am  dying.  If  you  should  live  to  get  back 
to  Louisiana,  tell  my  aged  father  that  I 
died  for  my  country,  and  oh,  tell  him  to 
fight  this  battle  out — to  lose  negroes  and 
lands  and  life  itself,  but  never,  never  go 
back  to  the  old  Union." 

Those  words  are  still  ringing  in  my  ears, 
and  I  tell  them  to  you  to-day:  "Lose  ne- 
groe.?,  lose  lands,  lose  everything,  lose 
life  itself,"  but  never  think  of  reconstruc- 
tion. 

There  is  a  sea  of  blood  between  us,  we 
cannot  pass  that  sea.  Let  us  rather  add 
thereto  a  wall  of  living  fire,  and  a  gulf  deep 
and  dark  of  eternal  hate.  I  speak  to-day 
by  authority,  I  speak  as  the  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  I  wish  it  known 
at  Washington  and  elsewhere,  that  rather 
than  reconstruct  this  Government  and  go 
back  to  the  Union,  on  any  terms  whatever, 
the  people  of  Louisiana  will,  in  conven- 
tion assembled,  without  a  dissenting  voice, 
cede  the  State  to  any  European  power- 
Give  us  the  guillottine  or  Botany  Bay,  the 
knout  or  Siberia,  the  bow-striug  or  the 
Bosphorus,  rather  than  suffer  the  brutal 
outrages  of  Yankee  subjugation.  I  speak 
to-day  not  only  for  the  loyal  citizens  of 
Louisiana,  who  have  f>tood  by  the  State  in 
all  her  trials,  but  in  behalf  of  the  misgui- 
ded individuals  who  have  been  compelled 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Feder- 
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al  Government.  In  their  hearts  they  are 
true  to  us.  aud  are  praying  dally  for  (he 
triumph  of  our  arni.s.  They  have  felt  the 
very  iron  in  their  .souls,  and  know  full  well 
the  curse  of  reconstruction.  I  speak  by 
authority,  for  they  wiite  me  daily,  that  they 
would  rather,  by  ten  thousand  times,  be 
the  subjects  of  the  emperor  of  France,  than 
the  slaves  of  Abraham  I^incoln.  If  God  in 
his  inscrutable  I'rovidence,  should  jicrmil 
the  enemy  to  overwhelm  us,  then  let  us  re- 
tire to  our  mountains  and  our  caves,  and 
there  let  us  swear  by  the  blood  uf  our  mur- 
dei'ed  lathers  and  brothers,  by  the  sulTer- 
ings  aud  the  insults  of  our  mothers,  wives 
aud  sisters,  that  we  will  issue  forth  and 
liunt  the  enemy,  as  we  hunt  the  wild  beast 
ot  the  forest.  Oh!  give  us  honorable  graves 
by  far,  in  preference  to  base  servitude,  to 
chains  and  slavery. 


"Aye!  better  be 
Where  the  ensanguined  Spartans  still  are 

free, 
In  their  proud  charnel  of  Thermopylae," 

The  despot,  who  now  sits  upon  the  Fed 
eral  throne,  is  doubtless  dreaming  of  the 
axe  and  haltar,  ef  the  rack  and  dungeon 
wherewithal  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  his 
.supposed  rebellious  subjects.    So  once, 

*'At  midnight,  in  his  guarded  tent. 
The  Turk  was  dreaming  of  the  hour 
When  Greece,  her  knee  in  suppliance  bent. 
Should  tremble  at  liis  power. 

Morning  came;  Marco  Bozarris  was  there 
The  Turk  it  was  that  died,  and  Greece  was 
tree.  Our  Bozarris  will  yet  live  to  see  the 
proud  oppressor  humbled  in  the  dnst.  The 
history  of  the  world  does  not  show  a  solita- 
ry instance  wherein  six  millions  of  brave 
people  determined  to  be  free,  were  ever 
conquered.  The  wars  of  Scotland,  began 
by  Sir  William  Wallace  and  the  Bruce 
were  carried  on  for  a  century  against  the 
power  of  England,  and  would  have  been 
continued  to  this  day  by  the  brave  Scots. 
but  Scotland's  King  became  the  Sovereign 
of  the  Realm.  The  history  of  the  Nether- 
lands and  the  Low  Countries  is  full  of  in- 
terest, full  of  encouragement  to  every  pa- 
triot's heart.  The  militia,  a  mere  mob. 
badly  ofScered,  aud  poorly  armed  and 
equipped,  fought  the  armies  of  Spain,  then 
the  ''liarnessed  chivalry"  of  Europe,  for 
years  and  years,  one  generation  taking  up 
the  war  where  the  other  had  left  it  until  the 
Dutch  Republic  finally  triumphed.  But 
the  history  of  the  American  Revolution 
claims  our  attention  more  than  any  other. 
We  have  as  yet  fought  but  three;  our  fath- 
ers fought  for  seven  long  years.  At  one 
time  all  their  ports  were  more  closely 
blockaded  than  ours;  Boston  and  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nor 
lolk,  Charleston  and  Savannah,  were  all  in 
ths^  hands  ot  the  British,  and  remained  in 
their  possession  for  ytars.     After  a  most 


disastrous  campaign.  Gen.  Washington 
crossed  the  Delaware  with  only  three  thous- 
and weary  worn  soldiers.  He  had  no  ar- 
my stores,  no  parks  of  artillery,  no  arsenals, 
no  foundries;  still  he  did  not  despair,  lie 
trusted  in  God  and  fought  the  British,  and 
at  Yorktown  gained  our  independence. — 
Should  you  be  despondent  when  you  have 
an  army  of  three  hundred  thousand  men 
in  the  held,  commanded  by  such  Generals 
as  Lee,  Beauregard  and  .Johnston?.  After 
all  our  wars  and  sieges  and  battles—  after 
disease  and  death  have  done  their  work, 
we  still  have  in  this  Confederacy,  between 
the  ages  of  Qfteen  aud  fifty  700,000  men. 
The  two  States  of  Georgia  and  Alabama 
alone  can  easily  furnish  the  entire  Confed- 
eracy, east  (;f  the  Mississippi  river,  with 
corn.  South  Carolina  furnishes  the  rice, 
and  Florida  the  beef.  Who  talks,  then,  of 
despaii?  Who  is  desponding?  Let  the 
croaker  go  to  his  wile,  if  he  has  one,  and 
Lie  himself  to  her  apron  strings,  and  nurse 
the  children  the  rest  of  his  days !  Provi- 
dence has  smiled  upon  the  land  every 
where,. and  blessed  us  with  bread  in  abun- 
dance. Gen.  Marion  lived  upon  hard  fare; 
Gen.  Ijce  does  the  sarae;  he  lives  on  the 
same  fare  with  the  humblest  soldier.  But 
they  all  have  enough.  The  heart  must  be 
ungrateful  indeed  that  murmiu'S  now  when 
we  have  carried  on  this  great  struggle  for 
three  years,  and  still  have  plenty  in  the 
land. 

Our  people,  it  is  true,  have  suffered 
much,  but  they  bear  their  losses  with  pa- 
triotic fortitude.  Yes,  our  people  have 
suH'ered — how  much,  the  Almighty  Ruler 
of  the  Universe  only  knows;  the  world 
will  never  know.  In  the  country  parishes 
black  desolation  is  found  in  the  traJQ  of 
the  despoiler.  Farm  houses  have  been 
stripped  of  every  article  of  furniture;  barns 
and  fences  destroyed,  the  implements  of 
husbandry  have  been  burnt,  and  the  very 
cloth  of  the  widow  has  been  cut  from  the 
oom  by  the  orders  of  Y'ankee  Generals. 
In  our  cities  it  has  been  worse.  The  Beast 
Butler  came  to  New  Orleans  a  poor  New 
England  bankrupt,  with  empty  pockets, 
uxnd  a  lie  upon  his  coward  lips.  He  left 
that  devoted  city  with  the  maledictions  of 
all,  for  he  basely  insulted  the  women  and 
robbed  the  men.  The  untold  millions  of 
wealth  that  the  Beast  stole  in  New  Orleans 
are  only  known  to  himself  and  his  robber 
brother. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts.  I 
arraign  you  to-day  at  the  bar  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  You  told  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  upon  your  arrival  there,  that  nono 
should  be  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government,  but 
that  it  was  a  privilege  to  be  sought  after 
by  the  citizens.  But  just  so  soon  as  you 
iuid  them  in  your  pov.-er,  you  required  eve- 
ry man  and  woman  in  the  city  to  come  for- 
ward and  take  the  oath.    Many  left  aa4. 
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many  stayed  and  registered  themselves  as 
enemies.  Tlieii  begaa.  by  your  orders,  tbe 
most  oiitrageois  promiscuous  phinderiug- 
that  was  ever  witnessed  on  this  coutineal. 
It  was  indeed  the  saturnalia  o£  thieves.  All 
were  robbed  who  came  under  the  ban  ol 
your  displeasure.  Avery  respectable  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  a  non-combatant,  find- 
ing that  he.  like  all  his  friends  and  neigh- 
bors, would  be  robbed,  sold  his  silver 
plate,  a  large  and  valuable  set,  to  a  widow 
lady,  to  whom  he  was  indebted.  This  lady 
put  the  plate  on  board  a  Danish  ship,  and 
took  bills  of  ladmg  for  same.  You  heard 
of  it,  seat  armed  soldiery,  took  the  ship, 
broke  open  the  hatches,  and  seized  the 
plate.  Not  satisfied  with  that  you  sent  the 
merchant  to  Ship  Islaixd  and  kept  him  there 
Rt  hard  labor,  for  mouths,  until  General 
lianks  released  him.  Youariestcd  another 
raerciiant  and  demanded  his  plate.  He  in- 
formed yru  he  hul  sent  it  off.  Your  reply 
was,  '•The  plate  or  Shi|»  Island."  Finding 
that  you  could  not  get  the  plate,  you  re- 
leased him  upon  bis  paying  you  a  large 
amount  of  money,  whicii  money  you  pock- 
eted. These  are  facts  sworn  to  and  snb- 
Bcribed  to  in  my  ollice,  and  I  record  them 
here,  to  sbov  to  the  civilized  world  how 
the  people  of  Louisiana  have  been  treated 
by  one  of  the  satraps  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
Every  Sabbath  momiug  the  thieves  met  at 
the  den  of  the  Beast,  and  the  stealings  of 
the  past  week  were  divided  out.  To  the 
jackals  he  gave  the  spoons  and  the  trink- 
ets, but  reserved  to  himself  the  lion's  share. 
the  coin,  the  plate,  and  tbe  jewels.  A  large 
portion  of  the  movable  wealth  of  the  city 
ot  New  Orleans,  and  lower  Louisiana,  has 
been  transferred  to  the  pockets  of  this 
blear-eyed,  incarnate  devil—-  a  great  part 
of  which  be  put  into  foreign  exchange  and 
sent  to  Europe  and  now  he  is,  by  far,  the 
richest  man  on  tbe  continent.  He  can  loan 
money  to  the  Rothschilds,  and  buy  out  the 
wealthiest  citizen  of  New  Y'ork,  Cicero 
has  given  the  name  of  Verres  immortal  in 
famy,  and  that  of  Butler  is  now  known 
throughout  the  civilized  world  as  a  syno 
nymn  for  crime,  cowardice  and  brutality. 
When  the  Southern  Student  shall  in  future 
ages  study  the  classics,  as  he  reads  that 
beautiful  oration  of  Cicero  against  Verres, 
he  will  involuntarily  pause,  and  for  the  Si 
cilian  robber,  will  read,  Butler  the  Beast. 
"I  ask  now,  Verres,  what  has  thou  to  say 
against  this  charge?''  I  ask  now,  Butler 
the  Beast,  what  hast  thou  to  say  against  th_\ 
dark  and  damning  crimes?  At  the  dead 
hour  of  night,  upon  the  false  accusation  ol 
a  negro  woman,  you  dragged  from  a  sick 
bed  an  aged  man,  one  of  the  most  respect 
able  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  and  thrust 
him  into  a  cold  and  miserable  cell.  H( 
died  of  your  treatment.  His  wife  an  amia 
ble,  well-bred  and  lovely  woman,  went  to 
you,  and  upon  her  knees  begged  for  her 
husband.    You  held  a  loaded  pistol  to  the 


weeping  face  of  that  lady,  and  drove  her 
from  your  bloated  presence  with  the  most 
obscene  and  vulgar  oalbs.  With  the  fiend- 
ish heart  of  the  hyena,  you  tore  open  the 
tomb  of  Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  and 

bbed  the  grave  of  that  gallant  soldier. 
You  may  never  feel  the  baiter  draw  in  this 
world.  You  may  live  to  old  age,  and  pos-- 
sibly  die  in  your  bed,  with  your  stolen  pro- 
perty around  you.  But  a  day  will  come, 
the  -'dies  Irae'^  when  you  shall  meet  face 
to  face  the  women  you  have  brutally  in- 
sulted, and  the  men  you  have  robbed  and 
nuirdered,  at  tbe  bar  of  of  an  avenging 
God!  Beware  the  fate  of  Verres.  He  died 
a  felon's  death.  ^lark  Anthony  demanded 
a  ])ortion  of  bis  ill-gotten  gains,  he  refused 
and  was  slain.  When  lead  to  death  he 
begged  for  that  mercy  he  had  so  often  de- 
nied to  others.  The  spirits  of  your  mur- 
dered victims  say,  beware!  The  living 
friends  of  the  dead  say.  beware!  ''The  pa- 
tient search  of  tbe  vigil  long"  will  find  you 
out,  and  drag  you  from  yoirr  hiding  place^ 
Your  coat  of  mail  will  not  save  you,  for 
your  hour  will  come  at  last. 

There  is  in  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  an  ex- 
traordinary painting  by  one  of  tbe  old  mas- 
ters. It  is  called  the  "Devil  reproving 
3in."_  The  great  artist  has.  by  prophetic 
pencil,  portrayed  the  exact  features  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butier.  As  statues  will,  no  doubt, 
be  erected  to  him  in  all  the  Federal  cities, 
I  suggest  that  the  holy  father,^  Pius  the 
Ninth,  be  urgently  solicited  to  send  thin 
painting  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  for  the 
present  and  all  future  ages  to  behold  with 
horror  and  disgust. 

In  the  small  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  en- 
emy took  special  delight  in  destroying, 
not  only  public,  but  private  property. — 
Not  satisfied  with  burning  the  State  House, 
with  its  valuable  library,  they  took  a  mali- 
cious pleasure  in  robbing  nearly  every 
private  residence  in  the  place.  They  car- 
ried away  as  part  of  their  ''wai-liks  trophies''' 
filty  private  pianos.  The  wardrobes  of  la- 
dies were  broken  open  and  searched  by 
Yankee  commissioned  officers,  and  their 
silk  dresses  were  taken  by  these  same  oflS- 
cers  and  sent  to  their  own  families  in  Yan- 
kee land. 

Tbe  Provost  Marshal  at  Baton  Ronge,  an 
ofiBcer  thought  by  some  of  our  people  to 
be  a  gentleman,  and  treated  as  .such,  was 
the  foremost  man,  the  ring-leader,  in  this 
paltry  theft  When  an  officer  under  orders 
from  his  General  drives  off  a  gang  of  ne- 
groes, he  can  perhaps  be  excused,  for  he  is 
obeying  orders.  But  when  a  Federal  oflS- 
cer,  with  a  commission  in  his  pocket,  robs 
defenceless  widows  of  their  pianos,  and 
steals  their  silk  dresses,  what  can  you  think 
of  such  a  nation?  They  are  robbers,  all. 
In  Point  Coupee,  they  deliberatly  fired 
their  cannon  upon  the  Parish  church,  while 
the  people  were  engaged  in  worship,  and 
in  Florida  they  tore  the  sacred  emblems  of 
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the  Saviour  from  the  altar  of  the  living 
God,  and  with  unholy  hands  prostituted 
them  in  their  filthy  camps.  If  all  the  rich 
household  furniture,  and  jewels,  and  plate, 
nnd  coin,  that  Federal  officers  have  stolen 
from  the  people  of  this  Confederacy  were 
heaped  into  one  vast  pile,  it  would  form  a 
huge  monument  of  shame,  at  which  the 
civilized  and  christian  world  would  stand 
aghast!  Yet,  no  Federal  officer  has  ever 
been  punished  for  these  robberies;  on  the 
contrary,  all  have  been  promoted.  The 
Beast,  and  Neal  Dow,  and  Milroy,  and 
Hunter,  with  a  host  of  lesser  scoundrels, 
like  Dudlcyi  and  Killborn,  still  go  un- 
whlpped  of  justice.  The  jewels  which  they 
have  torn  from  the  persons  of  the  most  res- 
pectable ladies  in  the  country,  they  now  of- 
fer for  sale  in  the  public  markets.  The  ar- 
my and  the  navy  rob;  Commanding  Gener- 
als and  Commodores  steal.  Some  fancy  a 
likely  negro  girl,  others  prefer  a  carriage 
and  horses,  while  a  third  will  take  your  pi- 
ano, or  your  wife's  silk  dresses.  TJjere  is  a 
wild  hunt  for  plunder,  a  mania  for  stealing, 
from  the  Major-General  down  to  the  hum- 
blest private  in  the  ranks.  And  all  this  is 
done  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  coun- 
tenanced, yea,  applauded,  by  the  people 
who  read  the  Bible  and  claim  to  be  chris- 
tians! 

When  Warren  Hastings  returned  to  Eng- 
land with  his  skirts  dripping  with  Indian 
blood,  and  his  pockets  filled  with  Indian 
gold,  he  was  met  by  the  eloquent  reibuke  of 
Burke,  and  Sheridan,  and  a  host  of  noble 
Britons.  He  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
the  country  and  impeached  for  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  In  eloquent,  burning, 
and  indignant  language  he  was  denounced 
as  the  enemy  of  mankind.  There  i.s  no 
Burke,  no  Sheridan,  in  the  Federal  Con- 
gress. But  the  robber  who  returns  trom 
the  South  with  a  hundred  cold  blsoded 
murders  upon  his  soul,  and  millions  of  sto- 
len property  in  his  possession,  is  honored 
and  promoted,  and  feted,  and  bespattered 
with  fulsome  praise. 

But  let  us  turn  from  these  disgusting 
scenes  to  more  pleasant  topics. 

In  a  recent  tour  through  most  of  the  Par- 
ishes of  the  State,  I  found  the  great  wants 
of  the  country  to  be  cotton  cards  and  med- 
icines. Our  fair  countrywomen  have  been 
Ihe  truest  patriots  of  the  land.  The  main 
object  of  their  lives  seems  to  be  to  clothe 
their  sons  and  brothers.  It  is  a  pleasing 
sight  to  visit  the  farm  honses  of  the  State 
in  these  warlike  times.  Your  will  find  the 
mother  and  her  daughters  seated  around 
the  fire-side,  plying  the  loom,  the  .spindle, 
and  the  needle — all  busily  engaged  in  ma- 
king clothes  for  their  soldier  boys.  Hoav- 
ea  will  smile  upon  these  noble  women, and 
and  a  grateful  country  will  «ver  hold  them 
the  dearest  treasure  on  earth.  I  shall,  in 
dae  time,  recommend  to  you  that  yoU'  en- 
act a  law,  placing  in  the  hands  of  each  fe- 


male of  this  State,  above  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, a  pair  of  cotton  cards,  free  of  cost 
and  charges. 

I  shall  further  recommend  fo  you  tiie 
passage  of  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  people  of  this  State  ivilh  medicines. 
In  many  portions  of  ihe  country,  calomel, 
opium  and  quinine  ,  cannot  be  had.  Th« 
people  must  have  them;  and  I  shall  recom- 
mend that  th<3  Executive  be  empowered  to 
send  competent  and  trustworthy  agents  to 
purchase  a  supply  of  these  necessary  arti- 
cles for  the  people  of  thisState.  I  propose, 
when  purchased,  that  Ihey  be  distributed 
among  the  practising  physicians  at  cost  and 
charges,  requiring  them,  by  bond,  to  ad- 
minister the  medicines  to  their  ])atients  at 
the  same  prices.  With  a  plenty  of  cotton 
cards  we  can  clothe  our  soldiers  in  the 
field,  and  with  a  plenty  of  medicines  wo 
can  heal  our  sick  at  home — and  backed  by 
a  patriotic  people,  we  will  fight  the  enemy 
for  forty  years  to  come  When  was  thero 
ever  seen,  since  the  world  began,  so  much 
patriotism  exhibited  as  you  find  among  the 
ladies  of  New  Orleans.  They  have  been 
imprisoned,  robbed  and  insulted.  Like  the 
chosen  people  of  God  who  sat  by  the  riv- 
ers of  Babylon,  they  are  now  weeping  iu 
their  captivity,  aud  looking  with  anxious 
hearts  for  the  coming  of  our  armies,  and 
the  triumph  of  our  cause.  Many  of  our  no- 
ble women,  hearing  of  the  sufferings  and 
insults  of  their  sisters  in  the  city,  have  fled 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  now  with 
their  tender  children  are  living  in  wretch- 
ed hovels  battliag  the  discomforts  of  lite 
and  the  hardships  of  war  with  hearts  of 
Spartan  mothers.  They  shall  see  their 
homes  again,  and 

"The  baby  that's  sleeping 
While  its  mother  is  weeping," 


shall  live  to  be  the  joy  of  its  mother's  heart. 
Oh,  mothers  of  Louisiana,  God  Almighty 
bless  you  and  sustain  you  in  this  your  hour 
of  trial !  Kiss  your  gentle  babes  and  send 
your  sons  to  battle.  Your  prayers  have 
pierced  the  clouds — they  have  ascended  to 
the  skies,  aud  our  Heavenly  Father  will,  in 
his  own  good  time,  answer  your  petitions. 
We  are  told  in  the  sacred  scriptures  that 
Miriam  once  stood  upon  the  Red  Sea  banks 
and  clapped  her  hands  for  joy,  for  the  hosts 
of  Pharaoh  were  destroyed;  "the  horses 
and  the  riders  were  thrown  into  the  sea." — 
Yes,  ladies  of  Louisiana,  you  too  shall  clap 
your  hands  for  joy,  for  we  will  triumph. — 
The  vandal  hosts  of  the  destroyer  will  be 
hurled  back  to  their  liomes,  and  peace, 
gentle  peace,  with  healing  in  his  wings, 
will  come  and  bind  up  the  broken  hearts, 
and  bless  our  distracted  land. 

And  now,  gentlemen  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, I  cannot  close  this  address  without 
touching  upon  a  very  important  subject; 
by  far  the  most  important  that  will  como 
before  you.     You  are  the  auditory  nerve  of 


HOUSE   OF   REPRRSENTATIVES. 


3V 


thLs  State.  What  is  spoken  here,  will  be 
heard  ia  every  poriioa  of  the  land.  1 
therefore  add. ess  the  people  of  Luui.siana 
through  you  today.  WMiild  to  God  that 
all  my  fellow  citizens  were  here  on  this  oc- 
•  ca-^iou.  If  a  soldier  deseru-^  his  fl  i:r,  leaves 
the  army  without  peruii-siou,  and  come.s 
home  to  look  after  his  wife  and  children. 
do  not  you  and  1,  and  ail  the  peO|ile,  point 
the  finger  of  scorn  at  him?  A  hue  a:id  cry 
is  raised — the  cav.i.ry  is  sent  out-  he  is  ar- 
rested, court-martialed,  and  punished  as  a 
deserter.  Why  ?  l5^!C.m.■^e  there  is  an  ob- 
ligation resting  upon  him  to  obey  his  com- 
manding oflBcer,  stand  by  his  colors  and 
fight  the  battles  of  his  country.  There  is 
an  obligation  squally  as  strong,  resting  up 
on  those  who  stay  at  home  and  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  life,  to  support  the  soldiers  wife 
and  children  You  men  of  wealth,  whom 
God  has  bl-'ssed  in  "basket  and  in  store,' 
open  your  corn  cribs  and  your  meat  houses. 
and  send  for  the  soldie.  's  wife  and  children. 
Bid  them  come  treely,  v/ithout  money  and 
without  price,  and  consider  it  not  only  a 
duty,  but  a  privilege  to  aid  them.  Oh,  you 
have  a  fea;  ful  responsibility  resting  upon 
you.  You  have  it  now  in  your  power  to 
do  much  good  to  your  country,  for,  by 
feeding  the  soldiers'  wives  at  home,  you 
will  keep  the  soldiers  themselves  in  the 
field.  Most  of  the  desertions  that  take 
place,  are  caused  by  news  from  home  that 
the  soldiers  family  is  starving. 

Our  wealthy  men  generally  have  nobly 
done  their  duty.  They  have  given  their 
eons  cheerfully,  and  their  substance  freely. 
to  the  Confederacy.  They  have  opened 
their  barns  and  store-houses  to  the  poor 
and  the  needy,  and  are  now,  with  generous 
hearts,  doing  all  in  their  power  for  our  sa 
cred  cause.  Noble  Louisianians,  be  not 
weary  in  well  doing.  You  will  be  embalm- 
ed in  the  affections  of  your  countrymen, 
and  the  recipients  of  your  kindness  will 
ever  bless  you. 

There  are,  however,  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
a  few  men  in  our  midst,  who  seem  to  take 
no  interest  whatever  in  this  war.  They 
8cnd  their  negroes  to  labor  on  the  public 
works  through  compulsion,  and  pay  their 
taxes  grudgingly.  They  stay  at  h  me  and 
hoard  up  their  riches  with  miserly  care, 
and  leave  the  soldiers  to  fight  their  battles 
in  the  field. 

Their  barns  and  their  store-houses  are 
shut  up  to  all,  except  the  monied  man,  the 
speculator,  who  buys  in  large  quantities. 
and  then  grows  fnt  upon  the  necessities  of 
the  poor.  To  th'  so  men  I  would  say,  ''the 
talent  which  you  Inve  received,  and  digged 
and  hid  in  the  earth  shall  be  taken  from 
you.-'  If  we  fall,  the  robber  will  lay  his 
rough  and  heavy  hands  upon  your  lands 
and  your  si,  ves.  and  neither  you  nor  your 
children  will  ever  enjoy  them  again.  What 
are  your  broad  acres  and  your  hundred.^ 
of  slaves  compared  to  the  iesues  of  the 


great  struggle  now  going  on  in  this  coun- 
try? The  luried  fires  of  war  are  now  blaz- 
ing around  you.  The  enemy  is  at  your 
door,  and  you  sit  still  hu?giug  to  your  bo- 
soms the  delusive  hope  that  you  will  make 
some  terms  with  him,  and  -^ave  your  prop- 
erty. If  the  enemy  spared  not  the  slaves  of 
good  Union  men,  do  you  think  he  will  spare 
your.'?  If  we  fail,  our  negroes  will  be  driv- 
en off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  your 
lands  will  be  parcelled  out  amongst  the 
hireling  soldiery  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I.  therefore,  urgently  appeal  to  every 
man  in  the  State,  not  to  speculate  in  order 
that  he  may  make  money,  but  to  do  all  he 
can  for  the  wives  and  children  of  those 
who  are  fighting  his  battles.  I  earnestly 
appeal  to  every  man.  rich  or  poor,  to  aid 
in  every  possible  way  he  can,  the  wife  of 
the  gallant  soldier,  who  cannot  remain  at 
home  to  take  care  of  his  property,  or  minis- 
ter to  the  wants  of  his  family. 

It  may  well  be  asked  in  these  tronblous 
times,  what  will  become  of  the  negro? 

The  status  of  the  negro  race  has  been 
fixed  by  the  immutable  laws  of  God.  and 
the  Yankee  at  home  doei^  not  wish  to  change 
it.  even  if  he  could.  The  race  ever  has 
been,  is  now.  and  ever  will  be  "the  hewers 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water."  Go  to 
Now  England,  New  York  or  Illinois,  and 
you  will  find  them  everywhere  performing 
the  menial  ofiBcesof  life.  If,  when  this  war 
is  ended,  there  should  be  found  alive  any 
negroes  in  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  they 
will  have  a  hard  time,  indeed.  They  will 
not  be  permitted  to  laoor  on  the  railroads, 
the  canals,  or  the  public  works  of  any  kind, 
for  the  Irish  and  Dutch  will  rise  in  mobs 
and  drive  them  off.  Yankee  society  will 
not  educate  them  for  the  bar,  the  bench  or 
the  pulpit.  Yankee  pride  will  not  tolerate 
their  ii.termarriage  with  the  whites.  Driv- 
en from  the  social  circle,  and  all  the  indus- 
trial pui-suits  of  life,  what  will  become  of 
the  poor  negro?  As  a  drivelling  outcast, 
he  will  become  a  mendicant  wanderer.— 
His  doom  will  be  the  prison  and  the  work 
house. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Abolitionists  in 
the  United  States,  the  political  and  the  re- 
ligious. The  religious  steal  the  negroes, 
and  the  political  kill  them.  From  reliable 
information  in  my  possession,  two-thirds  Of 
all  the  negroes  that  have  gone  to  the  ene- 
my are  now  in  their  graves.  Many  are  dai- 
ly deserting  and  returning  to  their  old 
masters,  aiok  and  sore  and  emaciated,  and 
begging  that  they  may  permitted  to  aie  at 
home  in  peace.  There  was  once  in  the 
river  parishes  and  the  lower  portion  of  this 
State,  the  most  contented  and  happy  rate 
of  laborers  ever  seen  on  earth.  Music  and 
the  merry  laugh  were  nightly  heard  from 
their  comfortable  quarters,  for  peace  and 
plenty  and  quiet  blessed  both  master  and 
servant.  But  now  desolation  want  and  dis- 
ease fill  the  cabins  of  these  once  happy 
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and  contented  laborers.  In  an  evil  hour 
the  destroyer  came.  He  poisoned  the  ears 
and  corrupted  the  hearts  ot  these  people. 
Tbey  have  either  been  enticed  away  from 
their  comfortable  homes,  or  driven  by  to.  c- 
of  arms,  and  now  upon  hard  fare  and  hard- 
er work,  they  can  only  dream  of  the  bless- 
ings  of  the  old  plantation,  where  the  meat 
house  and  corn  crib  were  always  full  and 
at  their  command. 

The  white  inhabitants  of  our  State  have 
suffered  much  in  this  war,  but  thr  blacks 
have  suffered  far  more.  I  have  seen  many 
of  these  unfortunate  creature.s,  who.  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives  have  run  off  from  the  en 
emy's  encampments.  They  all  give  the 
most  heart-rending  account  of  their  suffer- 
ings. Men,  women  and  children  are  crow 
ded  together  in  miserable  huts.  No  a'ten- 
tion  is  paid  to  the  sick,  but  little  medicine 
and  no  nurses.  Mothers  die  on  the  cold 
ground,  with  their  little  helpless  children 
around  them.  In  their  own  language,  "xhe 
doctor  was  seldom  sent  for,  and  when  he 
did  come  the  sick  ones  always  died,"  and 
when  they  died  they  were  buried  more 
like  dogs  than  human  beings!  What  a 
commentary  on  Yankee  philanthropy! — 
Tbey  first  kill  the  negro  to  make  him  free, 
and  then  refuse  him  a  christian  burial! 

We  will  carry  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery  with  us  triumphantly  through  this 
war.  and  then  it  will  rest  on  a  firmer  basis 
than  ever,  and  be  administered  better  anil 
more  wisely.  This  institution  will  triumph 
with  IIS,  because  it  is  right  and  just  in  the 
eight  of  Almighty  God.  That  best  of  al. 
books,  the  Bible,  which  is'-o  much  despised 
by  Abolitionists,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  thereof,  sanctions  slavery.  The  patri 
archs  were  all  slaveholders,  and  boughl 
and  sold  their  slaves  then  as  we  do  now 
The  same  inspired  man  to  whom  the  Ten 
Comuiandm'^nts  were  delivered,  and  who 
Btood  in  the  presence  of  the  Great  Jehovah, 
gave  laws  for  the  government  of  slaves 
President  Lincoln  and  his  followers  say 
that  it  is  an  awful  sin  to  own  a  slave,  bu( 
that  it  is  not  only  right  but  highly  com- 
in,endable  to  burn  a  church,  rob  the  widow 
and  I  he  orphan,  aud  shoot  down  unotfend 
ing  citizens!  It  is  no  harm  to  break  open 
H  Masonic  Lodge,  and  with  sacriligious 
h^nds  steal  and  desecrate  its  regalia!  It  is 
all  right  and  proper  to  devastate  whole 
Parishes,  burn  villages,  and  barns,  and 
Btore  houses,  bombard  cities  without  notice, 
and  hang  non-combatants;  but  oh,  it  is  a 
•  tersible  crime  to  buy  a  negro,  treat  him 
well,  and  let  him  work  for  you!  Shame, 
eternal  burning  shame  upon  such  loatb- 
Bome  hypocrisy!  There  ever  has  been, 
and  there  is  now,  the  kindest  feeling  exist- 
ing between  the  master  and  his  servant: 
Notwithstanding  a  brutal  and  vindictive 
enemy  has  adised  the  negroes  to  murder 
their  masters,  there  have  been  no  evidences 
©t  iosurrectioa  in  our  midst — on  the  con- 


trary, there  are  hundreds  of  instances 
where  the  master  has  gone  to  the  war  and 
left  his  wife  and  children  in  the  hands  of 
his  negroes,   and  well    have  they    served, 

uarded.  and  pr:  tected  them. 
When  the  children  of  Israel  went  up 
out  of  Egypt  to  the  promised  land,  they 
took  their  servants  with  them.  Master  aud 
-ervant.  band  in  hand,  together  crossed 
the  Red  Sea,  and  when  safely  over,  they 
both  alike  rejoiced  at  the  destruction  of 
their  pursuer.  The  faithful  historian  who 
siiall  in  after  times  write  the  history  ot 
this  war,  will  doubtless  record  many  in- 
stances wherein-  the  negro  slave  has  been 
unfaithfulto  his  owner — ^but  he  will,  on  the 
other  hand,  devote  many  a  bright  page  to 
to  the  deep  fidelity  and  noble  heroism  ol 
the  servant  in  defense  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terests oi  his  master,  and  that  historian  may 
close  his  volume  by  recording  this  impor- 
tant fact — that  "'at  the  close   of  the  great 

truggle  between  t''e  North  and  the  South, 
master  and  servant  were  found  in  therankH 
side  by  side,  fighting  bravely,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  for  the  independence  which  tbey 
have  so  gloriously  achieved,  and  the  liber- 
ties which  they  now  enjoy.-' 

I  shall  take  occasion  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  passage  oi" 
such  laws  as  I  think  the  times  demand,  and 
the  exigencies  of  the  country  require.  Es- 
pecially shall  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
unauthorized  and  illegal  manner  in  which 
the  -impressment  act"  has  been  executed 
in  this  State.  Officers,  or  those  claiming  to 
be  officers  of  the  Confederacy,  in  making 
their  illegal  impressments,  have  added  in- 
sult to  injiu'y.  This  must  be  stopped,  and 
I  shall  look  to  you  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
making  such  offences  a  felony,  and  punish- 
able by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Peniten- 
tiary. The  people  must  aud  shall  be  pro- 
ted  in  all  their  civil  rights.  In  this  con- 
nection, I  am  happy  to  express  my  hearty 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Lt.  Gen.  E. 
Ku'by  Smith,  the  Commanding  officer  of 
of  this  Department,  and  of  Major  Gen.  Tay- 
lor. These  commanding  officers  have  not 
only  done  their  duty  most  nobly,  but  when- 
ever there  has  been  a  conflct  between  the 
civil  and  military  authorities,  they  have 
most  cheerfully  submitted  to  the  decision 
of  the  Courts  of  the  State.  Happy  are  we 
indeed  in  these  days  of  despotic  power,  to 
have  such  patriotic  Generals.  May  they 
long  live  to  i-eceive  the  plaudits  of  a  grate- 
ful country! 

You.  gentlemen,  are  assembled  together 
on  no  ordinary  occasion.  You  have  much 
to  do.  Your  constituents  expect  much  at 
your  hands.  My  hearty  co-operation  will 
cheerfully  be  given  to  every  measure  that 
may  tend  to  guard  the  citizen  in  his  right*^. 
and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people.- 
While  I  urge  upon  you  the  strictest  econo- 
my in  all  your  acts,  still  I  would  say,  spare 
no  expense.     Stand  not  upoQ  dollars  an  I 
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cents  when  the  salety  of  your  country  re 
quires  your  action.  Let  every  man  who 
owes  Bervice  to  bis  country  go  to  the  army. 
Let  every  man-  who  stays  at  home,  do  hi- 
duty — tViiwn  down  extortion  and  vice  in 
every  shiipe  and  every  form.  Be  true  ti 
yourselves,  and  leave  the  rest  to  God.— 
Be  true  to  yourselves,  and  the-  country  is- 
safe. 

The  two  Houi^es  then  on  motion  reth-ed 
to  their  respective  halls. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  the  call  of  the 
roll  was  dispensed  wiih. 

On  m  tiou  of  the  same  Representative', 
the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  ai 
11  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  26,  1864. 
The  House  met  at  11  oclock,  a.  m. 
Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speakei ; 
and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry.  Ander 
8on  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Cotton,  Couvillou.  Dougherty.  Drake,  Foiil- 
houze,  Gilmore,  (xriffin.  Hargis,  Hawkins. 
Head,  Helm.  Hodge,  Jack.  Jamison,  Jew- 
ell. Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides.  Johnston 
of  Iherville.  Mayo,  Mott.  McEnery.  Myers 
Murrell,  Newsom,  Peck.  Perkins.  Pitre 
Pitissley,  Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier.  Tay- 
lor of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Union — oH  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr  Foulhouze,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  General  Assembly  has.  by  its  Joint  Re 
solution,  approved  January  '23rd,  ]8()2,  de- 
clared the  Anniversary  of  the  Secession  o1 
IjdUisiana,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January 
tp  be  a  holyday,  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn  ijutil  to-morrow  morning  al 
11  (  'clock. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  House 
adjourned  accordingly. 


"Wkdxesday,  January  27,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam.  Speaker,  jind  • 

Present — Messrs.  .\nderson  of  St.  Lan 
dry,  Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks 
Cotton,  Couvillon.  Dougherty.  Drake, Foul- 
houze, Gilmore.  Gore,  Griffin.  Hargis.  Haw 
kins,  Head.  Helm,  Hodge.  Jack.  Jamison. 
Jewell.  Joffrion  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Ker 
uan.  Mayo.  McEnery.  Myers.  Murrell.  New- 
som, O.-iborn.  Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Press- 
ley,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Roubieu.  Sni- 
der of  Bossier.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Tay- 
lor of  Union — 41  Representatives. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  and  yesterday 
was  read  and  approved. 

Messrs.  W.  F.  Kernan  of  East  Velicrana. 
W.  Richardson  of  West  Feliciana,  and  Clem- 
ent Gore  of  East  Feliciana,  were  sworn 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Foulhouze  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  .Mr.  AJolphus  Olivier,  Represen 
tfttive  in  the  last  Legislature  from  the  Pur 


ish  of  St.  Mary,  and  n)oved  that  he  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  member  of  this  body. 

Tiie  Speaker  ruled  that  the  application 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Plaquemines, 
rliat  Ad'olphus  Olivier  of  the  Parish  of  St. 
Jury,  elected  as  a  Representative  from 
<aid  Pari.sh  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Louisiana,  at  the  general  election  held  on 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  1861,  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  on  this  floor  as  a  member 
)i  this  Legislature,  is  out  of  order,  and  can- 
lot  be  considered  by  this  House,  because 
he  is  not  present,  and  cannot  take  the  con- 
stitutional oath. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Foulhouze  withdrew  the 
communication  and  his  motion. 

Mr.  Head,  Chairman  of  the  committee  on 
tJontiitgent  E.vpenses.  pre'^ented  on  behalf 
of  that  committee,  the  following  resolu- 
t  on : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
anil  forty-seven  dollars  be  paid  to  J.  M. 
Wilson,  for  labor  paid,  making  benches, 
.\;c.,  tor  the  inauguration  of  Gen.  Allen.— 
^aid  amount  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
Ljent  fund  of  the  House,  on  his  own  war- 
rant. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Newsom,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Be  il  resolccd.  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
-euratives,  hereafter,  shall  meet  at  10  o'- 
clock, a.  m. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helm,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Be  it  resolved,  <&c..  That  the  Judiciary 
committee  be  authorized  to  amer.d  the  law 
with  reference  to  a  change  of  venue,  so  as 
to  enable  the  Judge  to  i  rder  the  removal 
of  trial  to  where  it  is  prayed  for  by  the 
criminal,  without  the  necessity  of  fiist  hav- 
ing-the  party  arraigned. 

On  motion  of  the  same  Representative, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Be  it  resolved.  &c..  That  the  Judiciary 
committee  be  authorized  to  amend  the  law 
with  regard  to  the  trial  of  persons  charged 
with  crime  not  bailable,  so  as  to  allow  them 
to  be  truHl  in  an  adjoining  Parish  or  Dis- 
Li  let  out  of  the  lines  of  the  enemy. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  W.  F.  Wagner.  Esq.,  its  Secretary, 
Asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House  id  a 
bill  entitled 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  Superin- 
tendent of  I'ublic  Education. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  it 
was  ordered  that  one  thousand  copies  oi 
the  Inaugural  address  of  his  Excellency, 
Governor  Henry  W.  Allen,  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  ou  Printing. 

KEPOKTS    OP  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Chairman  of  the 
committee  on  Claims,  reported  ou  behali* 
of  said  committee,  favorably  oa  bill  en'i- 
tied: 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  AUlen 
Sheiriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  Tarish  oi 
Bossier. 

The  same  Representative,  on  behalf  o) 
said  committee,  reported  a  bill  entitled: 

Joint  rt'sohuion   instructing  the  Aiidito 
of  Public  Accounts  to  retain    in  his  hands 
the  public  stocks  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the    notes  issue'd  to   the  Free  Banks 
of  New  Orleans. 

Which  was  read  twice,  and  the  rules  beinjr 
suspended,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciarjr, 

Mr.  Cotton.  Chairman  of  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  on  behalf  of  said  commit 
tee,  reported  favorably  on  bill  entitled: 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt. 
Also  a  substitute  for  the  bill  entittled: 
"An  act  curi,ailing  the  exemption  of  per- 
sons frum  jury  duty  during  the  war,'' 
Which  siibsiituie  is  eniiiled:         ^ 
An  act  to  define  the   qualification  of  Ju 
rors  and  who  are  exempt  from   t'je   duties 
thereof. 

Also  unfavorably  on  the  bill  entitled  : 
An  act  to  exempt  the  Honestead  of  a 
property  and  householder  from  seizure  and 
sale  on  execution  in  certain  cases. 
_  The  same  on  the  '■  ilouse  resolution  rela- 
tive to  the  Governor's  message,  "  reported 
it  back  to  the  House  without  action,  as  there 
is  now  a  similar  bill  reported  from  the  Sen- 
ate." 

Mr.  McEnery,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Ptiblic  Lands  and  Levees,  on  behalf  ot 
said  committee  repoited  back  to  the  Hou.se 
the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  cut  a  dam   on   Bayou  Jean  de 
Jean  at  Cotile,  with  the   request  that  it   be 
referred  to  the  delegation  from  Rapides. 
Also  favorably  on  the  bill  entitled  : 
An  act  for  t.;e  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Pitts, 
of  the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

Bills  Introduced. 

The  following  representatives,  the  rule? 
being  suspended,  introduced  the  following 
entitled  bills,  which  were  read  twice  and 
refeired,  to-wit: 

By  Mr.  Fojlhouze: 
_  An  act  to  dispose  by  donation  of  "  Frank- 
lin College,  belonging  to  the  State  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Landry. 

To  the  committee  on  Edncation. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  :  "  An 
act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to  be 
taken  by  State,  Parish  and  Municipal  offi- 
cers," and  approved  June  16tli,  1863. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act,  entitled  :  "  An  act  prescribing  an  ad 
ditional  oath  for  commissioners  of  elec- 
tions," and  approved  June  Idth,  18G3. 

To  the  same  committee. 

An  act  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  an  act 
entitled  :•'  An  act  prescribing  an  addition- 
al oath  for  elect  rs  in  certaia  cases,"  ap- 
jirovcd  June  I7tb,  1863 


By  Mr.Elam: 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  :  "  An 
act  relative  to  Judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  Military  or  Naval  service." 
approved  21st  Dec.  18G3. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on 
the  cleiksot  District  courts  generally. 

To  the  same  committee. 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Phillips,  to  adopt  Lewif 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

To  the  same  committee. 

By  Mr.  Newson. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re  enact  the  sec- 
ond section  of  an  act  entitled  :  '■  An  act  to 
prohibit  the  distillation  of  grain,  sugar, 
molasses  or  cane  juice,  into  spirituous  or 
other  alcoholic  liquors 

To  the  committee  on  Parochial  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Helm. 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  District 
Judges. 

To  the  committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Gilmo^e. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  .John  Parnell  and 
Elizabeth  Parnell,  his  wife,  of  the  Parish  ot 
Ciiddo. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Snyder  of  Bossier.  ' 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  Ferry  acros? 
Red  River.  &c. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Perkins. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Clerk  of  the  Dis- 
trict court  in  and  for  the  Parish  of  Calca- 
sieu to  make  out  a  transcript  of  the  records^ 
in  all  cases  in  saia  court. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Jack. 

An  act  declaring  the  license  of  certaia 
persons  forfeited,  ipso  facto,  by  their  refu- 
sal to  take  Confederate  0r  State  Treasury 
notes  in  payment  for  their  merchandize  or 
other  articles  of  sale,  also  prescribing  a  pun- 
ishment for  such  persons  as  violate  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Head. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  Ist 
section  of  aa  act  approved  Jan.  23,  1852. 
entitled : 

''  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act 
entitled,  an  act  to  provide  a  revenue  and 
the  means  of  collecting  the  same. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Joinion. 

An  act  increasing  the  fees  of  Sherift's. 
Recorders  and  Clerks  of  District  Courts. 

To  the  same  committee. 

By  Mr.  Griffin 

An  act  to  provide  for  the   funding,  issu-  ■ 
ing.  and  taxing   Treasury  notes.     To  the 
committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Pressley. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase Medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  fam- 
ilies of  soldiers. 
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An  approi>riaii«iii  ot  live  uiuidrea  uious  |iuad«  redeemable  at  the  Treasurer's  oflSce. 
and   dollars  sboul.1  b  ■   in.ide  tor  the   pur-  in  Ooulederate  notes,  when  the  sum  of  ten 


chase  ol  medicines,  by  a  Com'nissioiior  ;ip- 
poinled  by  the  Governor— and  when  pui 
chased,  they  should  be  disir. bitted  amoiij,' 
the  practising  physicians  of  ibe  Slate,  who 
shall,  under  boud^.  be  required  t  aduiinis 
t«r  the  same,  at  cost  and  chirires.  to  tlu'ir 
patients.  I  am  receiviuj;  IfUers  couliiiual- 
ly  from  the  most  respectable  physicians 
informing  me  that  then'  p  itieufs  are  suffer 
ing  for  medicines.  1  cannot  urge  upon 
you  too  strongly  this  appropriation.  The 
physicians  ask  it — all  classes  in  the  commu- 
nity call  for  it— humanity  itselfdemaudsit. 

JUDICIVllY. 

Wherever  the  enemy  has  not  taken  pos- 
session of  our  territory,  the  C  una  are  reg- 
ularly held  and  justice  dispensed  to  all. — 
There  have  been  but  few  conflicts  with  the 
military  authorities,  and  whenever  they 
have  occurred,  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
the  Courts  have  been  respected,  and  their 
decisions  cheerfully  acquiesced  in  l)y  the 
Commanding  Generals  In  some  Parishes 
of  the  State,  no  Courts  are  held,  and  crime 
is  frequently  committed  with  impunity.  I 
recommend  that  you  enact  a  law  authori 
ling  the  lemoval  of  all  persons  arrested  for 
any  crime  or  misdemeanor,  from  these  Par- 
ishes, to  any  Parish  in  the  State,  for  trial, 
where  the  Uourta  are  held  regularly. 

CURKKNCY  OF  THE  STATK. 

I  recommend  that  you  enact  a  1  iw  that 
ftU  persons  holding  the  State  Treasury 
Notes  shall  be  permitted,  in  a  given  time, 
to  come  forward  and  receive  State  bonds 
for  th«  same,  payable  in  twenty  years  after 
peace  is  declared,  and  drawing  six  per 
cent  per  annum  interest;  interest  payable 
annually  in  Confederate  Treasury  notes.  I 
further  recommend  that  whenever  the  State 
•ball  require  funds  to  meet  its  ordinary  e.\- 
penses,  or  you  appropriations,  the  E.Kecu- 
tive  sball  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  is- 
sued the  boiids  of  the  State,  conditioned  as 
jou  may  prescribe,  which  bonds  shall  be 
negotiated  wi  h  the  authorities  of  the  Con 
federate  Government,  or  other  parlies,  for 
their  Treasury  notes.  My  object  is  to  with- 
draw entirelv  from  circulation  State  notes, 
and  in  lieu  thereof  .  ubstlttite  those  of  the 
Confederacy. 

I  further  recoramoiM!  that  all  corpora- 
tions be  compelled  to  call  in  their  issues  of 
notes,  and  redeem  the  same  within  ninety 
days,  and  that,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Stale  be 
required  to  issue  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  change  notes,  fiom  ten  cents  up 
to  one  dollar.  At  present-  the  merchants 
and  shop  keeper-,  bakers  ami  butchers. 
have  on  hand  a  larsre  amount  of  uncurrent 
Parish  paper,  and  the  ciiizen' who  takes  a 
journey  through  the  State  returns  home 
with  bis  pockets  filled  with  this  un-uniform 
currency.  This  shtnild  not  be  the  case.  It 
can  easily  be  remedied  by  the  p  issage  of 
the  above  acts.    The  chaiige  notes  caa  be 


dollars  is  presented. 

D  r.ng  the  continuance  of  the  war.  I  do 
not  deem  it  advisable  that  the  State  taxes 
should  be  collected  by  compulsory  prol 
cess.  Many  persons  have  not  the  means  of 
paying  their  taxes,  particularly  the  refu- 
gees from  home  and  those  who  reside  in 
ihe  border  Parishes.  The  Sheriffs  will  find 
it  difficult  in  some  of  the  Parishes  to  give 
bond,  and  in  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country,  it  will  be  unsafe  to  deposit  the 
ta.xes  with  irresp:  nsible  parties.  For  tbii 
reason  the  State  Treasurer  should  be  au- 
thorized and  required  to  receive  and  re- 
ceipt for  all  taxes  that,  may  be  voluntarily 
paid  in  by  any  person,  who  may  have  been 
legally  assessed. 

FUKB  PERSONS  OF  COLOR. 

I  fully  endorse  most  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  to  the  General  Assembly  by  my 
worthy  predecessor;  but  doubt  tne  proprie- 
ty of  touching  the  laws  of  the  State,  giving 
to  free   persons   of  color  the    privilege  of 
testifying  as   witnessess   in   our  Courts  of 
justice.     They   are   mostly   natives  of  the 
Stat  J— were  raised   in  our  midst — and  are 
entitled  to  our   protection.    They  are  gen- 
erally a  quiet,   peaceable   and   industrious 
population.     Many  have   acqtiired   wealth 
and  respectability,  and  are  good  and  loyal 
citizens  in  every  respect.     They   have  suf- 
fered heavily  in  this  war,   and  in  many  in- 
stances have  been  made  the  special  objects 
of  brutal  treatment  by  the  enemy.    I  know 
of  no  case  on  record   wherein  the  cause  of 
justice  has  suffered,  or  the  public  has  in  any 
manner  received   detriment,  by  the  obser- 
vance of  these  laws      Instead  of  disturbing 
them  they  should  be  protected  in   all  their 
legal  and  constitutional  rights,  and  be  re- 
quired  to   bear  the   burthens   of  this  war 
equally  with   our  fellow-citizens.    I  there- 
fore  recommend   that  every   able-bodied 
free  colored  male,   in  this  State,   between 
the  ages  of  fifteen  and  fifty-five,  be  enrolled 
and  held  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Exec- 
utive, to  be  employed  by  the  State  in  shops 
and  manufacturing   establishments,  and  to 
perform  such   other   duties  as  may  be  as- 
signed them  by  the  Executive. 

I.XTERNAL  RESOURCES. 

There  never  has  been  a  geological  survey 
of  the  State,  and  consequently,  no  one 
knows  its  hidden  wealth,  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  large  quantit  es  of  lignite, 
iron,  lead,  and  the  sulphates,  are  to  be 
liMind  in  the  Northern  Parishes.  The  iron 
ore  is  said  to  be  very  rich,  containing  it  is 
reported,  sixty  per  ctnt.  I  respectfully 
call  these  facts  to  your  attention,  and  re- 
commend that  the  Executive  be  authorized 
to  send  competent  and  experienced  per- 
sons to  examine  thoroughly  into  these  mat- 
ters. If  it  should  be  tound  that  we  have 
these  valuable  minerals  in  abundance,  then 
the  Executive  should  be  clothed  with  dis 
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cretionary  powers  to  give  to  the  people 
their  immediate  benefit.  Our  noble  sister 
State,  Texas,  has  done  much  towards  de- 
veloping her  resources.  Uer  Legis.ature 
has  made  the  most  liberal  appropria;ions. 
and  her  citizens  are  now  mining  with  great 
success.  To  her  alone,  we  must  look  now 
for  all  the  iron  we  use.  Of  all  the  metals 
it  is  the  most  important.  Uoth  the  civil 
and  military  departments  require  it  in  large 
quantities,  and  without  it  our  lields  caunol 
be  cultivated,  nor  our  armies  put  in  mo- 
tion. I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  meet- 
ing your  joint  commitlees,  who  may  be  in- 
trusted with  this  important  subject,  and 
give  them  much  valuaule  information. 

WUAT     DEPRKCIATKS       CONl'EDKr.ATE     MONET? 
UOW  IS  THE  MATTER  TO  BE  KEMEDIED? 

When  we  reflect  and  look  carefully  into 
this  grave  subject,  we  will  tind  thatCouled 
erate  Treasury  notes  are  not  so  iuueh  de 
predated  as  many  seem  to  think.  Confed- 
erate money  was  never  intended  to  be  used 
In  foreign  countries.  It  was  issued  as  a 
currency — a  circulating  medium  ior  this 
Confederacy  alone — as  such,  it  has  answer 
ed  its  purpo.'-es,  under  all  the  circumstan 
cos,  very  well.  So  long  as  we  have  an  ar- 
my of  three  hundred  thousand  men  to  pay, 
uird  feed,  and  cloihc,  and  arm,  and  equip; 
so  long  as  every  State  is  a  military  encamp- 
ment, and  every  village  a  barrack  for  sol- 
diers— so  long  as  we  make  war  upon  the 
immense  scale  that  we  are  now  compelled 
to  adopt,  tliere  must  be  a  very  large  circu- 
lation of  some  kind  of  money.  This  can 
not  be  prevented.  Contraction  of  that  cir- 
culation at  present,  will  not  reduce  the 
price  of  any  one  article  now  most  needed 
ui  the  community.  To-day  in  Louisiana, 
laud  and  corn  are  just  as  cheap  as  they  were 
belore  the  war.  Why?  Because  there  is 
plenty  in  the  market.  Negroes  and  horses 
and  cattle  are  about  three  times  as  high. 
Why?  Because  the  market  is  not  so  well 
supplied  as  heretofore.  Nails  and  axes  and 
cooking  utensils  are  almost  worth  their 
weight  in  gold.  Why?  Because  there  are 
none  for  sale.  If  it  were  possible  to  re- 
duce the  currency  to  one  hundred  Confed- 
erate dollars  in  this  Department,  a  pound 
of  nails  could  not  be  bought  for  that  pum 
of  money.  Why?  Because  they  are  not  to 
be  had  at  any  price.  Let  us  carry  this  ar- 
gument out  a  little  fiu-ther.  A  bushel  ol 
corn  is  worth  to-day  in  the  market  two  dol 
lars.  It  will  make  one  gallon  of  whiskey, 
and  that  gallon  of  whiskey  is  worth  one 
hundred  dollars!    Not  because  the  Confed 


on  this  great  struggle,  for  throe  years,  very 
well  with  Confederate  money.  1  shall  not 
inflict  upon  yon  a  long  essay  upon  the 
currency,  nor  advise  that  Confederate 
notes  shall  or  shall  not  be  made  a  legal 
tender.  This  is  not  the  painicea  for  our 
troubles*.  This  will  not  reduce  high  priccws 
in  articles  of  prime  necessity.  The  only 
method,  in  my  judgment,  to  benelit  the 
currency  is  to  follow  the  example  that  Ir.is 
been  set  us  by  Texas.  Encourage  mauu- 
lactories  of  all  kinds.  Bend  all  your  ener- 
gies to  the  nianufacturiug  of  ev^ry  articlf 
needed  at  home  or  in  the  field. 

If  zeal  and  activity  and  sleepless  eirergy 
will  aid  you,  you  shall  have  my  hearty  sup- 
port. Call  into  reqtiisition  every  idle  man 
and  woman  in  the  State,  who  wants  work. 
If  necessary  take  every  fifth  negro  woman, 
and  put  her  at  the  loom,  and  take  every 
[ilth  negro  man  and  put.  him  into  the  shop, 
and,  in  a  few  short  months,  you  will  find  a 
far  different  state  of  things.  Ploughs  and 
hoes,  and, axes,  and  cooking  utensils, ^hoes 
and  boots,  and  hats  and  clothing  of  every 
kind  will  all  be  as  cheap  as  they  were  be- 
fore the  war  began.  Stock  the  market  well 
with  these  necessary  articles,  and  then  Con- 
federate money  will  buy  as  much  t\s  gold 
and  silver  did  in  former  days. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  too  much  Confed- 
erate money  is  now  in  circulation.  The 
taxes  will  absorb  a  )arge  amount,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  Congress  will,  at  its  pres- 
ent session,  make  provision  for  a  further 
curtailment.  But  whatever  action  Con- 
gress shall  take  in  the  premises,  let  us  do 
our  dut}'.  You  are  the  guardians  of  the 
currency  of  this  State.  Call  in  every  dol- 
lar of  State  money  ;  that  will  be  so  much 
good  done  in  the  right  direction.  Let  the 
ciu'rency  be  uniform.  Let  there  be  no  in- 
vidious comparisons  between  State  and 
Confederate  notes.  Then  turn  your  earnest 
attention  to  manufactories  of  every  kind. — 
Start  the  hammer  and  the  loom.  Lot  the 
furnace  smoke  and  the  anvil  ring.  Stim- 
ulate capitalists  to  embark  in  these  indus- 
trial pursuits  at  home,  for  while  the  block- 
ade stands  you  cannot  get  such  articles  ae 
you  now  need  so  much,  unless  you  maka 
them  yourselves.  If  one  half  of  the  capital 
that  has  been  sent  to  foreign  lands,  in  run- 
ning the  blockade,  had  been  invested  in 
uiauufactories  at  home,  our  country  would 
be  this  day  m  a  far  better  condition.  I, 
therefore,  finally  recommend  that  you  es- 
tablish "  a  Mining  and  Manufacturing  Bu- 
reau," (to  which  may  be  attached  a  Labor- 
erate  money  is  so  bad,  but  because  the  bad  atory  for  preparing  indigenous  medicines;) 
whiskey  is  so  scarce.  A  pound  of  cottoniand  place  at  its  head  men  of  intelligeirce. 
can  be  purchased  for  twenty  cents;  in  the  of  energy,  and  undoubted  honesty.  This  is 
same  market  a  yard  of  calico  will  bring  a  great  undertaking  ;  but  we  are  a  great 
ten  dollars!  Not  because  Confederate  mo- people,  and  should  be  equal  to  any  emer- 
uey  is  worthless,  for  it  buys  the  cotton,  but  gency.  On  the  field  we  are  the"  equOrls 
simply  because  we  have  no  manufactories  of  any  in  the  -world.  Let  us  learn  a  lesson 
M  cotton  cloth  in  the  State.  My  belief  is.  from  the  enemy,  and  profit  by  their  exain- 
that  all  things  considered,  we  have  carried  pie.    They  manufacture  everything  at  homtf. 
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To  the  same  committee.  'equipped,  more  good  service   can   be   reu- 

Cy  Mr.  Jack.  ,dei  ed  tlie  State  than  with  the  entire  millitia. 

All  act  to  repeal  an  act  relative  to  Judi-|     The    present  militia    law   is  a   nuUitA-. 
cial  proceedings,  approved  June  9th,  1863. Ithere  being  no   method   provided  for   its 


To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
-    By  .Mr.  Morehead. 

An  act  authorizing  the  publication  and 
circulation  ot  all  acts  of  Congress  relating 
to  the  impressment  of  property. 

To  the  committee  on  Confederate  Rela- 
tions. 

By  Mr.  Presslcy. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 

•'  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the 
.State  to  purchase  wool  and  cotton  cards  for 
the  benefit  of  the  families  of  soldiers,  ap- 
proved|June  20th,  1863." 

To  the  committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Head  obtained  leave  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  unBuished  business  ol 
last  session,  the  following  bill : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of 
runaway  slaves  after  the  expiration  of  sixty 
days  from  the  time  of  their  committal. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judicia.ry. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

'•  An  act  to  authorize  Police  Juries  to 
regulate  the  amount  of  tax  and  license  on 
trades,  professions  &c,  was  indefinitely  post- 
jioned. 

MHgS.VGE  FKOM  THE -GOVERXOR. 

"A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency, Governor  Henry  W.  Allen,  through 
Maj.  H.  M.  Favrot.  his  private  Secretary, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  read  as  follows  : 


Gentlemen  of  the  Seivale  and 

House  of  Bcpresentatwes  : 
The  Constitution  requires  that  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the 
General  Assembly  information  respecting 
the  .situation  of  the  State,  and  recommend 
to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
n»y  deem  expedient.  I  now  proceed  to 
comply  with  that  duty. 

MlUTAUY.  " 

I  recommend  that  the   E.xecutive   be  au- 
thorized immediately  to  call  into  the  field, 
and  to  officer  a  regiment  to  consist  of  five 
hundred  mounted  men,  (to  be  increased  to 
one  thousand,  if  necessary),   to  bo   called 
'■  The  State  Guard."'    In  many  of   the  bor- 
der Parishes  of  this  State,   there  is  neither 
military  nor  civil  law,  and  crimes  are  daily 
committed  with  impunity.     The  Confeder- 
ate authorities  cannot   correct  these  evils, 
and  the  Executivo  is  at  present  powerless. 
It  would  be  the  especial  duty  of  this  force 
to  arrest  all  offenders  against  the  laws,  and 
generally    to   act   as   conservators  of   the 
peace,    in  times  like  these,  the   Executive 


enforcement.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
every  citizen,  rich  or  poor,  old  or  young, 
when  his  country  is  invaded,  to  rally  in  the 
defense  of  that  country.  Onr  people  are 
all  ready  and  willing  to  do  this;  but  they 
have  a  natural  aversion  to  going  into 
camps  of  instruction.  Besides,  the  policy 
of  the  country  evidently  demands  that,  they 
should  stay  at  home  and  raise  crops,  and 
prepare  clothing  for  the  army. 

No  law  in  any  government  can  be  well 
executed  unless  it  meets  popular  approba- 
tion. I  submit  to  your  superior  intelli- 
gence the  synopsis  of  a  bill,  the  details  of 
which  shall  be  cheerfully  communicated  to 
your  military  committees: 

1st.  Enroll  every  able-bodied  white  male 
in  the  State,  between  the  ages  of  lifteou 
andlirty-five. 
2nd.  Arm  and  equip    every  enrolled  man, 
and  until  arms   can  be  had,  repair  those 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
3rd.  Give  the  Executive  full  power  to  call 
out  the  militia,  or  any  part  thereof — pro- 
vided they  shall  not-  be  kept  in  the  field 
longer  than  sixty  days  at  a  time. 
4th.  Adopt  the  Army  Regulations  and  Ar- 
ticles of  War  of  the  Confederacy,  '  as  far 
as  practicable  for  the  government  of  the 
militia. 

It  is  not  intended  by  this  bill,  thatthf 
militia  shall  ever  be  called  to  the  field  a« 
ular  troops.  They  are  to  be  kept  at 
home,  and  held  in  readiness  for  the  pur- 
pose of  checking  the  raids  and  incursions 
of  the  enemy,  by  land  or  water.  The  re- 
peal of  the  substitute  law  by  Congress,  v/ill 
greatly  reduce  the  militia  of  the  State;  still 
that  militia,  by  the  bill  proposed,  can  be 
rendered  very  efficient,  at  little  cost  to  the 
State. 


INTOXICATING  LIQUOKS. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session, 
very  wisely  enacted  a  law  prohibiting  the 
distillation  of  intoxicating  liquors,  except 
from  fruit.  This  has  had  a  most  salutary 
effect.  There  is  still  a  crying  evil  in  our 
midst.  We  are  importing  daii  y  trom  neigh- 
boring States  large  quantities  of  alcoholic 
poison.  The  efl'ect  of  this  poison  upon  the 
community  is  most  lamentable.  1  need  go 
no  further  than  this  capital,  to  show  you 
the  long  record  of  crime  brought  on  by  in- 
toxication. In  the  army  it  is  worse;  nine- 
tenths  of  the  arrests  and  punishments  ar« 
caused  from  intoxicating  liquors. 

I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  you 
enact  a  law,  prohibiting  under  severe  peu- 


hould  always  have  in  hand  a  strong  squad- jalties,  the  importation  or  sale  ot  intoxica- 
dron  to  protect  the  citizens  against  bands  ting  liquors  in  this  State,  except  for  medici- 
of  lawless  men,  and  follow  up  crime  with  ual  purposes.  The  fathers  and  mothers  of 
certain  punishment.  With  live  hundred  this  State  will  •'rise  up  and  call  you  bless- 
•nounted  men,  well  officeretl,  armed   andjed'"  for  Fuoh  a  law;  and  the  good  people 
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generally  will  hail  it  with  delight:  for  in 
will  save  many  a  gallant  youug  soldiei 
from  punishment  and  disgrace,  and.  ir 
these  reckless  times,  give  peace  and  quiel 
aud  security  to  all.  "Lead  us  not  into 
temptation,"  is  the  Savior's  prayer.  Then 
take  this  tempting  poison  from  before  our 
young  men.  The  use  ot  ardent  spirits  is  a 
luxury;  nothing  more,  nothing  less;  aud 
our  patriotic  people  will  most  cheerfully 
dispense  with  that  lu.vury  during  the  war. 
Besides,  the  trade  now  carried  on  iu  liquors 
is  diverting  a  large  capital  into  improper 
channels,  which,  instead  of  being  used  tor 
the  good  of  the  country,  is  flooding  the 
land  with  poison,  and  death,  and  crime 
in  all  its  horrid  shanes.  It  may  be  urged 
that  such  a  law  will  be  a  dead-letter  on  the 
statute  book.  To  this.  I  will  simply  reply, 
that  if  you  should,  in  your  wi  dom,  see 
proper  to  enact  such  a  law  as  here  sugges 
ted,  it  shall  be  executed. 

soldiers'  WIVE3  AND  SOLDIERS'  FAMILIES. 

Liberal  appropriations  should  be  made 
for  the  soldiers'  wives,  and  the  widows  oi 
those  gallant  men,  who  have  fallen  in  our 
service.  In  my  Inaugural  address,  I  fully 
set  forth  their  claims  to  your  protecting 
care.  The  E.xecutive  should  be  au.horized 
to  make  an  arrangement  with  the  com- 
manding General  ot  this  Department,  for 
the  purchase  of  government  corn;  which 
should  be  distributed  from  the  several  de 
depots  of  the  State,  in  such  quantities  as 
will  supply  the  wants  of  these  deserving 
ladies  and  their  children.  Their  husbands 
are  either  in  the  army,  or  have  died 
brave  soldiers  for  us.  It  is,  therefore,  the 
sacred  duty  of  this  State  to  provide  for  their 
families, 

JMPRESSMENT  ACT. 

In  every  portion  of  the  State,  the  people 
are  complaining  most  bitterly  of  the  man 
ner  in  which  the  act  of  Congress,  known  as 
the  "impressment  act,"  is  executed.  The 
duty  of  the  officer  who  impiesses  private 
property,  is  plainly  laid  down,  and  a  se- 
vere penalty  is  denounced  against  all  who 
do  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
law.  In  numerous  instances  no  appraise 
ment  whatever  has  been  made  no  facts  le 
gaily  ascertained,  in  regard  to  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  family,  but,  notwithstanding  the 
protests  of  the  injured  parties,  the  Confed 
erate  officers  have,  in  a  peremptory  man 
ner,  taken  the  property,  simply  lejiving 
tlheir  receipts  for  the  same.  This  must  bt 
sjkopped.  It  shall  be  stopped.  It  has,  in  r 
great  measure,  estranged  many  good  citi 
zens,  who  have  ever  looked  upon  our  army 
as  the  protectors  of  the  country,  and  the 
conservators  of  the  laws,  and  not  as  an 
armed  mob  who  daily  break  the  very  laws 
they  are  specially  ordeied  to  execute.  You 
should  therefore  enact  a  law,  punishing 
by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Penitentiary, 
any  officer,  iioa-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 


vate, or  other  person,  acting  or  piirporting 
to  act  under  authority  from  the  Confeder- 
ate States,  who  shall  seize,  take,  or  impress 
property  in  this  Stute,  contrary  to  the  laws 
made  aud  provided  by  Congress.  In  or- 
der that  the  people  may  know  their  rights, 
and  redress  their  wrongs,  five  hundred  co- 
pies of  the  "impressmet  act,"  should  b» 
publi>hed  and  distributed  among  the  paro- 
chial authorities  of  the  State. 

WOUNDED  AND  DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 

As  yet  the  Congre-ss  of  the  Confederacy 
has  not  passed  a  "pension  act,"  We  hav** 
many  v/^ounded  and  disabled  soldiers,  who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  army  and 
are  now  wandering  from  Parish  to  Parish, 
living  upon  the  charities  of  the  public.  It 
is  our  sacred  duty  to  take  care  of  these  dis- 
abled veterans.  They  have  given  to  their 
country  health,  youth,  and  manhood,  all 
but  lite  itself.  Many  have  left  their  limbu 
upon  the  field,  and  are  now  unable  to  earn 
a  living  for  tbem.seves.  They  are  emphat- 
ically the  children  of  the  State,  and  must 
be  protected  aud  provided  for  in  this  their 
hour  of  need. 

I  recommend  that  you  enact  a  law  giving 
to  each  soldier  who  enlisted  from  this  State, 
and  who  has  been  wounded  or  disabled  iu 
the  serv  ce  of  the  State  or  Confederacy, 
ihe  sum  of  eleven  dollars  per  month,  to  be 
paid  every  two  months.  In  order  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  commission- 
er should  be  appointed— a  bonded  officer — 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  make  a  record 
of  all  the  wounded  and  disabled  soldiers  of 
the  State— to  draw,  upon  his  own  warrant, 
the  several  amounts  that  may  be  due  each 
one,  and  remit  or  pay  over  the  same  with- 
out any  expense  to  the  recipients  of  this 
Act. 

COTTON  CARDS  AND  MEDICINES. 

One  million  of  dollars,  or  so  much  there- 
of as  may  be  necessa;y,  should  be  aff^ro- 
priated  for  the  purcba.«e  of  cotton  cards,  by 

commissioner.  Aud  when  purchased, 
they  should  be  distributed  by  him  among 
the  ladies  of  the  State  for  personal  use — in 
order  that  every  white  female  in  Louisiana 
above  the  age  of  eighteen,  shall  receive  a 
pair  of  cotton  cards  free  of  cost  and  char- 
ges. We  have  no  power  looms  or  spinning 
machines  in  the  State.  The  raw  material  ia  - 
carded  and  spun,  and  warped  and  woven 
all  by  hand.  This  immense  labor  is  cheer- 
fully performed  by  our  fair  countrywomen. 
Their  cards  wear  out  in  course  of  time,  and 
must  be  replaced.  They  cost  sixty  dollars 
a  pair.  I  appeal  to  you.  gentlemen  of  the 
Legislature,  as  the  guardians  of  the  people, 
to  come  to  the  relief  of  your  mothers  and 
sisters,  who  tcil  unceasingly  to  clothe  the 
soldier  and  the  citizen.  With  grateful 
hearts  they  will  accept  this  donation,  and 
it  will  cheer  them  on  amid  all  their  trials, 
to  more  patriotic  exertions,  if  possible,  i». 
behalf  of  our  holy  cause. 
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It  is  not  too  late  for  us  to  begin.    We  liave 


An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  rel- 


immense  resources.  We  can  save  the  cur- 
rency and  tlie  country.  We  will.  It  rests 
with  you  to  say  it  shall  be  done. 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  that  your  deliber- 
ations may   be  harmonious,  and   that  alllson 
3-our  actions  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana shall  be  guided  by  wisdom  from  on 
High. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Shreveport,  La.  Jan.  26,  ISGl. 

On  conclusion  of  the  reading  of  the  fore- 
eoing  message,  the  various  portions  thereol 
were,  on  motion  of  Air.  Myers,  referred  as 
follows: 

That  part  of  the  message  relating  to  mil- 
itary affairs,  to  the  committee  on  military 
atfairs. 

That  part  relating  to  the  distillation  of 
spirituous  liquors,  to  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

That  part  relating  to  impressments,  to  the 
committee  on  Confederate  relations. 

That  part  relating  to  dis  ibled  and  wound- 
ed soldiers,  to  the  committee  on  military 
affairs. 

That  part  relating  to  cotton  cards  and 
medicines,  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

That  part  relating  to  the  Judiciary,  to  the 
commitiee  on  the  Judiciary. 

That  part  relating  to  the  currency,  to  the 
commitee  on  Finance. 

That  part  relating  to  free  persons  of  col- 
or, to  the  committee  on  Military  affiiirs. 

That  part  relating  to  Internal  resources, 
to  the  special  committee  on  Iron  Foun- 
dries. 

On  nrotion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  five 
hundred  copies  of  the  Governor's  Message 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Jack  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  session  an  act  entitled  : 

An  act  to  confirm  the  land  claim  of 
Pierre  Dolet,  with  the  accompanying  doc- 
uments. 

The  Speaker  preeented  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the 
election  returns  from  the  Parish  of  East 
Feliciana,  which,  on  motion  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Elections. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
relating  to  the  contingent  expenditures  of 
his  ofiBce,  which,  was  on  motion  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Finance. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  Oscar  Arroyo,  Esq.,  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  requesting  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  in  the  following  bills  : 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg 
islature  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State  government 

An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  in 
violation  of  law 


ative  to  Judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
sons in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved Dec.  21.  1861. 
And  An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thomp- 


BILLS  ox  THEIR  THIRD  READING. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  printing  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  at  the  session  held  in  the 
town  of  Opelousas  in  1862  and  "63,  was 
taken  up  on  its  third  reading,  an  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  providing  that  five  hun- 
dred copies  of  said  acts  be  printed  ;  also, 
2nd  Section  the  words  "  Ten  thousand  dol- 
lars or  so  much  th(>rcof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary," and  as  amended,  the  bill  was  en- 
grossed, and  the  rules  being  suspended, 
was  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the 
pay  of  Police  Juryman."  was  taken  up  on 
its  second  reading.  The  amendment  re- 
commended by  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary was  adopted,  limiting  its  application 
to  tlie  Parish  of  Rapides. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  io  be 
engrossed  and  the  rules  being  suspended, 
it  was  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  corres- 
pond with  the  bill,  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan,  the  bill  was 
reconsidered,  when  the  same  gentleman 
moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
by  striking  out  "  the  parish  of  Rapides."" 
and  inserting  "  all  Parishes  of  the  State,'" 
and  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  sectien 
'•  Provided  that  the  per  fZie;7i  shall  not  be 
increased  during  the  term  for  which  the 
members  increaaing  the  compensation  have 
been  elected. 

Pending  which  amendment,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Kerman,  the  House  adjourned. 

Thursday,  January  28,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  oclock,  a.  m. 

Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elara,  Speaker, 
in  the  Chair,  and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Chap- 
man, Cotton,  Cooley,  Couvillon,  Dougher- 
ty, Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilniore,  Gore,  Grif- 
fin, Hawkins,  Head.  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack, 
Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rap- 
ides. Johnston  of  Iberville.  Mayo,  McEnery, 
Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Os- 
borne, Peck.  Perkins.  Pressley,  Richard- 
son. Robertson,  Snider  of  Bossier.  Taylor 
of  Carroll,  andTaylor  of  Union — 37  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mose- 
ly  of  Shreveport. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  cor- 
rected and  approved. 

Mr.  Joffrion,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on'Enrollment,  announced  that  J.  G.Arnold 
Enrolling  Clerk,  had  been  this  day  dis- 
charged on  account  of  in-attention  to  busi- 
ness. 
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Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Foulhonze  in  order  that  he  might,  as  a 
member  of  the  special  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  books  of  the  Audi- 
tor and  Treasurer,  attend  to  the  business  of 
said  committee. 

REPOKT  OF  COMMITTKES. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  Finance,  reported  on  "  An 
act  to  increase  the  salary  of  District  judges 
during  the  war."'  unfavorably. 

And  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
claims  -'An  act  foi  the  relief  ofC  L  Mavor,'* 
favorably. 

Mr.  Cotton,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  favorably  on 
the  following  bills : 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  entitled : 

'•  An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath 
for  electors  in  certain  cases,  approved  June 
17th,  1863. 

An  act  to  amend  the  1st  section  of  an 
act  entitled  : 

"  An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath 
for  commissioners  of  elections,"  and  ap- 
proved June  16th,  18G3. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 

"  An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath 
to  be  taken  by  State,  District,  Parish  and 
Municipal  officers,"  and  approved  June 
16th,  1863. 

And  An  act  to  authoi'ize  Lewis  Phillips 
and  his  wife  Harriet  Phillips,  to  adopt 
Lewis  Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

And  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled, 

"  An  act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings 
against  persons  in  the  military  or  naval 
service,"  approved  21st  December,  1861. 

And  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  ot  John  Parnell 
and  Elizabeth  Parnell,  his  wife,  of  the  par- 
ish of  Caddo,"  unfavorably. 

On  the  bill  entitled  : 

"  An  act  in  relation  to  the  Ferry  across 
Red  River  etc."  favorably  by  two  substi- 
tutes entitled  :  1st  "  An  act  in  relation  to 
the  ferry  across  Red  River  at  Shreveport," 
and  2nd,  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  : 
"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  town  of  Shreveport,  and 
change  the  name  of  the  seat  of  justice  of 
the  parish  of  Caddo,  the  town  of  Grand 
Ecore,  and  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  government  of  the  town  of  St. 
Francisville,  approved  March  29th,  1839.J' 
approved  16th  March  1848. 

Mr.  Osborn,on  behalf  of  the  special  joint 
committee  appointed  to  examine  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Governor  to  distribute  the  relief  fund  grant- 
ed to  exiles  from  New  Orleans,  made  the 
following  report: 

The  committee  on  Charitable  Institutions 
to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Governor 
under  the  act  of  the  Legislature  approved 
18th  June,  1863,  entitled:   "An  act  to  ap- 


propriate the  sum  of  three  hundred  thous- 
and dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
citizens  and  families  lately  expoUed  by 
the  Federal  authorities  from  New  Orleans 
and  vicinity,"  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments, beg  leave  to  report. 

That  they  have  examined  said  report, 
vouchers,  &c.,  and  dnd  that  the  said  com- 
missioners had  expended  in  furtherance  of 
their  appointment,  the  sum  of  ninety-eight 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dol- 
lars; that  they  had  left  on  deposit  with  the 
Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Confederatf? 
States,  at  Mobile,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  dollars,  subject  to  the 
order  of  the  Governor  of  this  State,  and 
had  returned  to  the  Governor  of  this  State 
the  sum  of  sixty-one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  dollars. 

All  of  which  is   respectfully  submitted, 
M.  S.  OSBOllN. 

Chairman. 

Which  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Jack,  Chairman  of  the  committee  on 
Elections,  the  Slth  rule  being  suspended 
for  that  purpose,  moved  that  three  addi- 
tional members  be  appointed  on  said  com- 
mittee. 

V/hich  motion  prevailed. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Bank 
ing  as  follows: 

Messrs.  S.  Jamison,  W.  H.  Cooley,  T.  C. 
Anderson,  J.  A.  Snider,  W.  F.  Kernau,  Rob 
ert  Mott  and  E.  B.  Whitaker. 

BILLS  INTKODUCED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  notice  given,  and  with  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  first  granted,  intro- 
duced the  following  entitled  bills,  which 
respectfully  underwent  their  first  and  sec- 
ond readings  and  were  referred  as  follows : 

By  Mr.  Morehead: 

An  act  for  the  relief  ot  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,  seamen  and  marines. 

To  the  committee  on  Military  afi'airs. 

By  Mr  Grifin: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers. 

To  the  committee  on  Military  affairs. 

By  Mr.  Newsom: 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  our  Sena- 
tors and  R'^presentatives  in  Congress  to  use 
their  influence  upon  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment to  send  an  oflicer  or  officers  with 
power  to  pay  the  citizens  of  East  Louisi- 
ana the  claims  they  may  have  against  th« 
Confederate  Government  for  property  im- 
pressed, hire  of  teams,  negro  hire,  &c. 

To  the  committee  oa  Confederate  rela- 
tions. 

By  Mr.  Jamison: 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  issuing  of  license 
to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  an  act  to  regulate  the  employment 
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)f  persons  not  citizens   of  the  Cont'edernte 
States. 

To  the  same  committee. 

By  Mr.  Newsom: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  parishes  of  the  State  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Mayo: 

An  act  grautinsf  compensation  to  the 
Sheriffs  tor  impressing  slaves  to  work  on 
the  public  works  within  the  State. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Jack: 

An  act  to  confirm  the  private  land  claims 
of  Pierre  Delot  and  Isaac  Crow,  North 
Western  District,  La. 

And  an  act  to  confirm  certain  land  claims 
in  the  North  Western  District  of  Louisiana, 
which  with  the  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  commiitee  on  Lands 
ani^  Levees.  ,  ' 

By  Mr.  Head: 

Leave  being  first  granted  to  withdraw 
the  same  from  the  files  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  House,  and  to  present  them 
11  s  new  bills. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  ciimes,   punishable 
with  hard  labor. 
To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
An  act  to  provide  for  the   collection  of 
the   unpaid  taxes  of  the  years   1860  and 
1861. 
To  the  committee  on  Finance. 


RILLS  ox  THKIR  THIRD  READINO. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled: 
•'An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  Police  Ju- 
rymen  in  the  Parish  of  Rapides,"  was  re- 
sumed. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Kernan  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  that  the  vote  of  the 
Mouse  on  the  motion  for  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill  be  now  reconsidered,  which  mo- 
tion prevailing,  the  bill  was  before  the 
House  on  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  word  "Rapides,''  and  inserting  the 
words  "each  and  every  parish  of  the 
State." 

Mr.  Snyder  of  Bossier,  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table;  on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Kernan   to  lay  on  the  table. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Cot- 
ton, Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foul- 
houze,  Gilmore,  Griffm.  Hodge,  Jack,  John- 
ston of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Newsom,  Osborne, 
Pressley,  Snyder  of  Bossier — 19. 

Kernan  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Nay.« — Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Gore,  Hawkins,  Head,  Helm,  Jamison,  Jew 
ell,  Kernan,  Murrell,  Morebead,  Peck,  Per- 
kins, Robertson,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor 
of  Uaion— 17, 


So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan  the  bill  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Kernan  asked  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to   introduce  a  bill 
n  titled: 

•■An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act 
entitled,  An  act  for  the  better  protection 
of  sureties  on  the  bonds  of  administrators, 
executors,  curators  and  tutors,  approved 
March  17th.  \^b% 

Which  was  real  twice   and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  bill  entitled: 

An   act  for   the  relief  of  Philo  Alden. 
Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  Parish  ol 
; dossier,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  rules  being  suspended  was  passed. 
The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  children   of 
John  Pierce  and  Hannah  Perkins,  was  likf 
wise  engrossed  and  passed. 

The   title    being  amended    by  adding 
thereto  the   words  "of  the   Parish  of  Rap- 
ides." 
The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  amend  a»  act  entitled  an  act, 
amending  the  act  concerning   the  town  ol 
Bastrop,  was  engrossed  and  passed. 
The  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  exem{ft  the  Homestead  of  a 
property   and  Householder  from  seizure 
and  sale  in  certain  cases,"  waa  on  motion 
postponed  indefinitely. 
The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  cut  a  dam  on  Bayou  Jean  de 
Jean,  was  agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tioa  of  the  committee  on  Land  and  Levees, 
referred  on  motion  to  a  special  committee 
to  consist  of  the  Representatives  from  the 
Parish  of  Rapides. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Sena'e 
through  W.  F.  AVagner,  Esq.,  its  Secretary, 
asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
following  bills: 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
Bonds. 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  of  Greenburg, 
La. 
And  an  act  to  regulate  interest. 


SENATE   BILI^S. 

The  following  Senate  Bills  were  taken  up, 
and  the  rules  being  suspended,  underwent 
their  first  and  second  reading  and  were 
referred. 

An  act  to  appropriate  $250,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pay 
for  the  hire  or  loss  of  slaves  and  other  pro- 
perty, lost  by  death  or  otherwise,  while  in 
the  public  service  up  to  the  Ist  day  of  De- 
cember, 1863. 

To  the  committee  on  Finance. 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters. 

To  the  committee  on  Confederate  rela- 
tions. 
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An  act  to  abolish  the  offlce  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Education. 

To  the  committee  on  Education. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re  enact  "an  act 
lelalive  to  Judicial  i)roceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service,"' 
approved  December  2ist.  1861. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg- 
islature and  Executive  departments  of  the 
State  Government. 

To  the  committee  on  Printin^ 

An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers 
and  others  for  impressing  private  property 
in  violation  of  law. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary 

And  the  following  Senate  bills  were  ta- 
ken up,  and  the  rules  being  suspended,  un- 
derwent their  several  readings  and  were 
concurred  in: 

An  act  authorizing  Recorders  to  admin- 
ister oaths. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  2nd  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  State  Li- 
brary, approved  March  15th,  1855. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  97th  section  of  the 
act  entitled 

"An  act  relative  to  crimes  and  offences," 
approved  March  14th.  1855. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson. 
The  bill  entitled: 

'•An  act  to  dejSue  the  qualification  of  Ju- 
rors, and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof,-'  was  adopted  as  a  substitute  for 
the  original  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  curtailing  the  exemption  of  per- 
sons from  Jury  duty  during  the  war." 


Couvillon,  Dougherty,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore, 
Gore,  Griffin,  liargis.  Uelm,  Hodge.  Jack, 
Jamison,  Joifrion  Johnston  of  liapides:, 
Johnston  of  Iberville.  Keriian.  Mayo,  Mott, 
McEnery,  M3'ers.  Morebead.  Newsom,  Os- 
born,  Perkins,  Pressley,  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll, 
34  Ilepresenlatives. 

I'rayer  was  otlered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
Post  Chaplain,  C.  S.  A.  ^ 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jamison,  granted  to  Mr.  Drake. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Foulhouze  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee on  public  Education  reported  on  a  bill 
entitled: 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Education,"  favoia- 
bly. 

And  on  a  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  dispose  by  donation  of  Frank- 
lin College,  belonging  to  the  State,  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Landry."  unfavorably  by  the 
majority,  and  favorably  by  the  minority  of 
the  committee. 

And  on  a  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  donate  to  Humble  Cottage 
Lodge,  No.  19,  Franklin  College,  with  its 
lands,  buildings  and  appurtenances,  loca- 
ted at  Opelousas,  La,"  favorably  by  the 
majority,  and  unfavorably  by  the  minority. 

Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  Confederate  Relations,  on  the 
bill  entitled: 

'Joint  resolutions  pledging  the  resources 


Being  on  its  second  reading  on  motion  ofl   j  Lo^igi^ua  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
Mr.  Elam  it  was  amended  by  inserting  inl^^  ^,^^.„  ^^^  ^  substitute  entitled: 

the  1st  section,  after  the  word -court     the      ..j^jnt  resolutions  relative  to  the  further 
words,   "duly  licensed  and  practising  At- 
torneys at  law." 

On  motion  of  Mr  Myers  it  was  further 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "Min- 
isters of  the  gospel,"  the  words  "regularly 
ordained  who  have  care  of  Churches." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helm  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended,  by  adding  after  the  words 
"druggists  and"  the  words  "one  apotheca- 
ry for  each  establishment." 

Onmotion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  by  striking  out 
the  word' "repealed"  from  the  close  of  the 
'2nd  section,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "suspended  during  the  existence 
of  the  present  war." 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title 
and  passed, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
House  adjourned 


prosecution  of  the  war." 

Mr.  Cotton,  ou  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  on  the  bill  enti- 
tled: 

An  act  to   punish  Confederate  officers 
and  others  for  impressing  private  property 
in  violation  of  law,"  favorably. 
On  the  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement 
of  convicts,"  favorably. 
On  the  bill  entitled: 
An  act  to  amend  and   re-enact  an  act 
entitled  an  act  for  the  better  protection  of 
sureties  on  the  bonds  of  administrators,  ex- 
ecutors,   curators    and  tutors,    approved 
March  17th,  1859,"  favorably, 
On  the  bill  entitled: 

"Joint  resolution  instructing  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts  to  retain  in  his  hands 
the  public  stocks  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  notes  issued  to  the  Free  Banks 


of  New  Orleans."    The  majority  of  the  com- 

Wednesday,  January  29,  1864.      mitee  report  favorably. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.  On  the  bill  entitled: 

Present— The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker,      "An  act  conferring  additional  powers 

and  on  the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  gener 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Auder-  ally,"  favorably  with  the  following  amend- 

sou  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman,[ments:  In  the  )st  section  after  the  word 
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courts,  in  5th  iiae,  insert  the  words  "Parish 
of  Orleans  excepted."  2nd.  To  add  as  the 
5th  sec  ion:  "'  rh.it  they  shall  have  power  to 
appoint  s|)ecial  under! utors.  when  the  un- 
dertutor  is  absent  from  the  State  or  absent 
from  the  Parish  in  the  army  and  navy." 

On  the  bill  entitled  :  1 

"  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service, 
approved  December '21st.  1861,"  unfavora- 
bly as  this  committee  has  already  reported 
a  bill  on  the  satQe  subject  matter  favora- 
bly. 

On  the  bill  entitled. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  issuing  of  license 
to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  Stit.es."  unfavorably. 

On  the  bill  entitled. 

*  An  act  to  regulate  t'le  employment  of 
persons  not  citizens  of  the  Confederate 
State,"  unfavorably. 

On  the  bill  entitled, 

"  An  act  increasing  the  fees  of  Sheriffs, 
Recorders  and  clerks  of  District  Courts," 
unfavorably. 

Mr.  Griffin,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Public  Printing,  reported  on  a  bill  enti- 
tled, 

"  An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg- 
islative and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State  Government,"  favorably. 

Mr.  Mayo,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Parochial  Affairs,  rep  rted  on  the  bill  en- 
titled, 

"  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  sec- 
ond section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
prohib  t  the  distillation  of  grain,  sugar. 
molasses  or  cane  juice  into  spirituous  or 
other  alcoholic  liquors,"  favorably. 
Bills  Introduced. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  notice  given,  the  rules  be- 
ing first  suspended,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  bills  entitled  as  fol- 
lows which  were  respectively  read  twice 
and  referred : 

By  Mr.  Helm. 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment dtiring  the  existing  war  the  right 
to  use  for  Government  purposes  limber  on 
the  the  public  lands,  to  the  committee  on 
Public  Lands  and  Levees. 

By  Mr.  Newsom. 

An  act  to  re  enact  the  1st  section  of  an 
act  authorizing  the  app'^intment  of  Mrs. 
Mutoria  Besauzou  tutrix  of  certain  minors, 
'approved  March  20ih,  1861,  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  .Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Kernan. 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  take 
and  Gle  affidavits  required  by  the  act  enti- 
tled "  an  act  relative  to  proceedings  in 
courts  of  justice  in  this  State,  approved 
June  19,  1863,  to  the  committee  on  the  Ju 
diciary. 
Bj  Mr.  Kernan, 


An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  nnd 
buildings  of  the  State  penitentiary  at  Clin- 
ton, La.,  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Head  the  following  res- 
olution was  adopted  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  proprietor  of  the 
Shreveport  News  while  publishing  the  jour- 
nals of  the  House  be  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  send  a  copy  of  said  paper  to 
the  clerks  of  the  courts  in  every  parish  in 
the  State  free  from  the  occupancy  of  the 
enemy. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  following,  named  Representa- 
tives as  additional  members  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Elections  in  conformity  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House:  Messrs.  W.  L.  Jewell. 
C.  Gore,  and  S.  Jamison. 

Tiie  Hon.  J.  C.  Barry,  Representative 
from  the  Parish  of  St.  Landry,  was  sworn 
and  took  his  seat. 

SKN.\TE    RILLS. 

The  following  Senate  Bills  were  taken 
up  read  twice  and  referred: 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  of  Greensburg. 
La.,  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  regulate  interest,  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  relal  ve  to  Confeder.ite  and  State 
Bonds  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

BILLS  ON  THEIR  THIRD  READING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton,  the  bill  enti- 
tled: 

'Joint  resolution  instructing  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts  to  retain  in  his  hands 
the  public  stocks  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  notes  issued  to  the  Free  Banks 
of  New  Orleans,'"  was  taken  up  out  of  its 
order  on  its  third  reading. 

An  amendment  was  offered  and  accepted 
to  insert  after  the  words  "  Auditor  of  Pub- 
lic Accounts,"  the  words  "  and  Treasurer  of 
the  State." 

Mr.  Mott  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  bill : 

Resolved,  &c.,&c..  That  it  is  inexpedi- 
ent to  legislate  at  this  time  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Bonds  deposited  with  the  State 
Treasurer  by  the  Free  Banks  to  secure  their 
circulation,  the  courts  being  open  to  the 
Banks  claiming  to  redeem  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton  the  substitute 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Foul- 
houze  and  subsequently  withdrawn. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  engrossed,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed,  the  title  being 
amended  to  correspond  with  the  bodv  of 
the  bill. 

The  bill  entitled, 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mayor.' 
was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed. 

The  bill  entitled, 

"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  H.   Pitti 
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of  the  parish  of  Caddo,"  was  ciigroised, 
read  a  third  time  aad  passed. 

The  bill  entitled, 

"An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt." 
was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed. 

The  title  was  amended  by  addin.^  the 
words  "  late  Assessor  of  Rapides  parish."' 

The  bill  entitled, 

••  An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  entitled  :  "  xln  act  prescribing  an  ad- 
ditional oalh  for  electors  in  certain  cases, 
approved  June  17ih,  18i)'5.'*  being  amended 
by  inserting  in  the  amendment  after  the 
words  'January,  18(31,'  the  words  "  taken 
(jf  my  own  free  will  and  accord  and  with 
thd  intention  of  aiding  or  assisting  the  ene- 
mies of  the  Confederate  States  ;  an  oath  to 
support  the  Government  or  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way  de 
clared  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
<jr  "  was  engrossed  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled, 

•'  An  act  to  amend  the  Ist  section  of  an 
act  entitled,  •' an  act  prescriiiing  an  addi- 
tional oath  for  Commissioners  of  Elections 
•and  approved  June  19th.  J8G3,''  being 
;!.mended  in  the  same  m  inner  as  the  last 
mentioned  bill,  was  engrossed,  read  a  third 
lime  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled, 

••  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
prescribing  an  additional  oath  to  be  taken 
by  State,  District,  Parish  and  Municipal 
officers  and  approved  June  I6th,  1862."— 
Mr.  Elam  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
i-a  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called,  the  vote  was  as  follows. 

Yeas — 

Messrs.  Elam,  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Chapman. 
Gore,  Griffin,  Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge.  Jack. 
Jewell,  Johnston  of  Rapides.  Mayo,  Myers. 
Murrell,  News  .m,  Perkins.  Pressley,  Rich 
i.irdson.  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll, 
Taylor  of  Union.— 23  yeas. 

Nats- 

Barry.  Blanks.  Cotton,  Couvillion,  Foul- 
houze,  Gilmore,  Uargis,  Jamison ,  Joftrion, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Osborn. 
Fitre,  Roubieu— 14  nay.s. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled. 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinemcnl 
of  pel  sons  convicted  of  crimes  punishable 
with  hard  labor"  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ICernan,  the  rules  being  suspended,  takf>n 
up  out  of  its  order,  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  through  W.  F.  AVagner,  Esq.. 
its  Secretary,  invited  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  in  the  following  bills  : 

An  act  to  re-organize  the  coirpanies  in 
the  1st  Battalion,  La.  Cavalry,  and  1st  Bat 
talion  La.  State  Troops. 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  GuJird. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  in  cer- 


tain contuige.icos  to  leniove  pr  iperty  of 
citizens  of  this  otate  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy. 

The  last  named  bill  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  the  ruifs  being  suspend- 
e<l,  read  a  fir.si  and  second  time  and  relerr- 
ed  to  the  comniiltee  on  iiie  Judiciary. 

A  raessagu  was  received  Ir'-jui  the  Got- 
ernor  through  Ivlij.  Favrot.  his  Private  Sec- 
retary. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Molt  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Satdiiday,  January  30,  ISC-l. 

The  House  met  at  10  oclock,  a.  m. 

Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  speaker, 
in  the  ('hair,  a:id 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry, 
Berry,  Cotton,  Couvillon,  Dougherty, 
Foulhouze,  Gtimore.  (Jriffln,  Hargis,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  iieim.  Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison, 
Jewell,  Joti'rion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville.  .Mayo,  Mott,  McEnery, 
Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Newsom.  Os- 
borne. Peck.  Perkins.  Pitre,  Pressley, 
tiichardson.  Robert.-on,  Snider  of  Btssier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Tayloi*  of  Union — 37 
Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.Mose- 
ly  of  Shreveport. 

The  Hon.  J.  Hunter  Collins,  representa- 
tive from  the  Parish  of  West  Feliciana,  was 
sworn  and  took  his  seat. 

Messrs.  J.  W.  Malile  and  A.  II.  Leonard, 
having  been  appointed  by  the  committee 
on  Enrollment,  as  enrolling  clerks,  were 
sworn. 

KEPOKT  01''   COMMITTKES. 

Mr.  Cotton  on  behalf  of  the  committee  oa 
the  Judiciary  reported  on  the  loUowiug 
entitled  bills  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Calca- 
-iieu  to  make  out  a  transcript  of  the  record 
in  all  cases  in  said  court. 

Unfavorably. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  first 
section  of  an  act.  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mrs  Mutoria  Besausou,  tutrix  of 
certain  minors,  approved  March  20th,  1861 . 

Unfavorably. 

And  an  act  to  regulate  interest. 

Favorably  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  in  cer- 
tain contingencies  to  remove  property  of 
citizens  of  this  State  beyond  the  reach  ol 
the  enemy. 

Unfavorably  by  a  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee. 

An  act  to  authorlee  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes East  of  the  Mississippi  River,  to  take 
and  file  the  afadavits  required  by  the  act 
■ntitled  :  "  An  act  relative  to  judicial  pro- 
ceedings in  ihifi  State,"  approved  June  19, 
1863. 

Favorably. 
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Aq  act  to  require  lue  Supreme  court  to 
hoM  a  sejsioa  m  tLe  towa  of  Greeuburg, 
La. 

Favorably. 

An  act  declaring  the  license  of  certain 
persons  iorleited  &c. 

Majority  of  committee  report  unfavora- 
bly. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of 
runaway  .slaves  after  the  expiration  of  60 
days  from  the  time  of  their  confinement. — ' 
Favorably  by  substitute  entitled  : 

'•An  act  for  the  disposal  of  runaway 
slaves." 

Aq  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  proceedings  in  courts  of  Justice 
in  this  State. 

Unhivorably. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  ditterent  parishes  of  the  State  east  ol 
the  Miss. ssippi  river. 

Favorably. 

An  act  granting  compensation  to  the 
Sheriffs  for  impressing  slaves,  <fec.  Favor- 
ably with  an  amon  tment. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  1st 
section  of  an  act  approved  Jan.  23d,  1862. 
entitled : 

■'  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act. 
entitled  an  act  to  jjrovide  a  revenue  and 
the  manner  f  collecting  the  same,approv 
ed  March  15th,  IS.5.5.  Reported  back  with 
recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Grii!in  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Military  alfairs,  reported  on  the  following 
entitled  bills: 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  families  of 
oflBcers,  soldiers.  &c.     Unfavorably. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  persons  of  color. 
Favorably  with  amendments. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and 
disabled  soldiers,  seamen  and  marines, 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled seamen. 

The  committee  report  favorably  by  a  sub- 
stitute entitled : 

An  act  for  therelief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  claims,  reported  the  bill  entitl- 
ed : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  N.  Scopni  and 
Francois  Lattier. 
Unlavorably. 

Mr.  Mott  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Finance  reported  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  appropriate  $250,000  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to  pa^ 
for  the  hire  or  lossof  slaves  and  other  prop- 
erty, &c.  and 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  entitled 
an  act  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  a  part  ol 
the  Free  school  accumulating  fund,  and  ol 
the  Levee  and  Drainage  fund  to  the  gener- 


al  luiid  as  a   loai,   approved    June    20th, 
1S(J3  and  for  the  retransfer  of  the  same. 
Favorably. 

BILLS    INTRODUCED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  notice  given,  and  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  being  granted,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills  wtiich  were  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Mon-head  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased 
itud 

Anact  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  0.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Miller,  deceased.  To  the 
committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  Helm : 

An  act  d'reit  ng  the  saiC  of  the  Public 
Lands  of  this  State  and  raising  the  mini- 
mum price  thereof.  To  the  committee  on 
Lands  and  Levees. 

By  Mr.  JoflVion  : 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  importation  and 
sale  of  into.xicating  liquors.  &c. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Snider  : 

An  act  to  refund  to  certain  Parishes  the 
.sums  expended  by  them  upon  the  public 
defences  of  iiedlliver. 

To  the  committee  on  Finance  with  the 
accompanying  documents 

An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  Buchan- 
an, Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Jjouisiana  for  the  First  Su- 
preme Judicial  District  thereof. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Elam : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

To  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Au  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the 
State  to  purchase  of  the  Confederate  States 
the  tithe  ol  corn  and  other  produce  for  the 
use  of  soldiers'  families. 

To  the  committee  on  Military  affairs. 

By*  Mr.  Myers : 

Joint  Resolution  for  the  adjournment  of 
this  Legislature. 

Lays  over  under  the  rules. 

By  Mr.  Joifrion  : 

Joint  Resolution  fixing  the  day  of  ad- 
journment for  both  Houses. 

Lays  over  under  the  rules. 

By  .VI r.  Dougherty  : 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  the  appoints 
ment  of  a  C.  S.  War  Tax  Collector  for 
Louisiana. 

To  the  committee  on  Confederate  Rela- 
tions. 

By  Mr.  Newsoni : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Acres  of  the 
Parish  of  Livingston,  to  the  committee  on 
Military  Aflairs  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Mott  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  C. 
Wiiigard,  which,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Claims. 
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A  communiLation  received  yes  erdav 
from  llis  Excellency  the  Goveruor  waV 
read  as  follows  : 

Executive  Office,         | 

Shrevepurt,  La.  'an.  z'Jih,  18CA.  J 
To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  Mouse  of 

Bepresentatives  : 

SiK— Incliised  please  find  a  corainunica 
tion  from  J.  B.  Wall,  which  you  will  please 
have  referred  to  your  commillee  on  Mili- 
tary aflfairs,  and  o'dige, 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't.  =ev't. 
IJENKY  \V.  ALLEN, 
Gov.  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  communicaiion  and  accompanying 
papers  were  referred  to  ihe  committee  on 
Claims. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel 
lency  the  Governor  through  Maj.  H.  M. 
Favrot,  his  Fiivale  Secretary,  which  was- 
read  as  f-.illows  : 

Executive  Office,         | 
Shreveport,  Lu.  Jan.  ^'Jih,  Jfifi4.  j" 
7b  the  Honorable  the  bpeaker  of  the  House  of 

Represenializes  : 

Siii — 1  have  the  honor  to    iuclo.«e  to  you 
certain  claims  of  Messrs.  Fulsom  and  Land 
born,  which  you  will  please  refiT  to  your 
committee  on  AJiJtury  Affairs,   and  oblige, 
Very  respecitnlly,  your  ob'tserv't.. 
llElSliY  W.  ALLLN. 
Gov.  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  communication  and  eucio.-ed  papers 
were  referred  t.  the  committee  on  Claims. 

The  Senate  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  re-oi:g'auize  the  companies  in 
the  1st  Battalion  La.  Cavalry,  and  1st  Bat- 
talion La.  State  Troops. 

And  an  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard. 

Were  _  severally  reaa  twice,  and  the 
rules  being  suspended,  were  relerred  to  the 
cemmittee  on  Military  affairs. 

The  bill  entitled, 
"Joint  Resolutions  pledging  the  resources 
of  Louisiana  for  the  further   prosecution  o1 
the  war,"  was  t;;ken  up. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Snider  of  Dossier,  the 
substitute  for  this  bill  reported  by  the  com 
mittee  on  Confederate  Relations  and  en- 
titled, "  Joint  Resolutions  in  relation  to  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  war,"  was  adopt- 
ed, which,  the  rules  bi  ing  suspended,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed  unanimously. 

The  House  bills  Nos.  37  and  47  relative 
to  Franklin  College  were  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Phillips  to  adopt  Lewi.- 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor,  was  read  a.  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled; 

•^5,  ^^^  conferrins:  additional  powers  on 

the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  generally. 

Was  amended   in   accordance  with    the 

recommendation  of   the  committee  on  the 

Judiciary,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


On  the  bill  entitled. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
per.-ons  in  the  ruilitury  or  naval  service.'" 
approved  Decemuer  '21st,  18(jl,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  the  House  ad- 
journed until  Monday  next. 

MoxD.vY,  February  1st,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock. 

Present — Tthe  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
ind, 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Barry. 
IJerry,  Blanks,  Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton, 
i^ougherty,  Gilmore,  Gore.  Giiffiu.  Hargis, 
Hawkins,  Head,  Helm.  Hodge,  Jack,  Jam- 
ison, Jewell,  Jotfrion  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacv,  .Mayo.  Mott, 
McEnery,  Myers.  Murrell,  Morehead,  New- 
som,  Osborn.  Perkins.  Pitre,  Prcssley,  Ricb- 
irdson,  Robertson,  Roubieu.  Snider  (vf  Bos- 
sier, Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Union— 
41  Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith. 
Post  t^hapl.iin.  C.  S.  A. 

The  Hon.  C.  P.  Bailey,  Representative 
from  the  Parish  of  Washington,  was  sworn 

Mr.  Morehead  introduced  a  bill  entitled: 

Joint  resoluf  on  authorizing  the  Printing 
of  the  Senate  and  douse  Journals. 

Tiie  rules  being,  on  his  motion,  suspend- 
ed, the  bill  underwent  its  several  reading? 
and  was  passed. 

Mr.  McEnery   introduced  a  bill  entitled: 

Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Gover- 
nor to  take  measuies  to  prevent  illegal  im- 
pressments by  C(inf..'derate  authorities. 

The  rules  being  on  his  motion  suspend- 
ed, tlie  resolution  underwent  its  several 
re  tdings  and  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Keruan  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted: 

Kesolved.  That  the  Finance  committee 
of  this  House  be  requested  to  ascertain  from 
the  Treasurer,  the  amount  of  State  Treasu- 
ry notes  issued  and  now  remaining  in  cir- 
culation up  to  this  date,  and  to  report  the 
same  to  this  House  as  soon  as  practicable. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Cotton  on  behalf  of  the  committes 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  on  the  bill  en- 
titled: 

An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  Buchan- 
an, Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  First  Su- 
preme Judicial  District  thereof.  Favora- 
bly. 

Mr  McEnery,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Public  Lands  and  Levees,  on  the  bill 
entitled: 

An  act  directing  the  sale  of  the  Public 
Lands  of  this  State,  and  raising  the  mini- 
mum prices  thereof.    Unfavorably. 

And  on  a  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  existing  war,  the  right 
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to  use  for  government  purposes,  timber  on 
the  Public  Lands.     Favorably. 

Mr.  Mott,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Finance,  reported  unfavorably  on  the  fol- 
lowing bills: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  funding/ issuing 
and  taxing  Treasury  notes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
the  unpaid  taxes  of  the  years  I860  and 
1861. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  first 
section  of  an  act,  approved  Jan.  23rd,  1862, 
entitled: 

•'An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  provide  a  revenue  and 
themanner  of  collecting  the  same,  approv- 
ed March  15th.  1855. 

On  the  bill  entitled: 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
bonds.     Favorably. 

Un  the  bill  entitled; 

An  act  to  refund  to  certain  Parishes  the 
sums  expended  by  them  upon  the  public 
defences  on  Red  River,  reported  that  ac 
lion  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  is  con 
sidered  to  be  premature. 

The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  suspend  the  further  issue  of 
State  Treasury  notes,  was  reported  back 
without  action. 

The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled:  Xn  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
purchase  wool  and  cotton  cards  for  the  ben 
eflt  of  soldiers,   approved  the   20th   June 

1863,  was  reported  by  substitute  entitled: 
"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 

to  authorize  the  Governor  to  purchase  cot 
ton  and  wool  cards  for  the  benefit  of  the 
families  of  soldiers,"  approved  June  20th 
•1863. 

The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  authorize  the 'Governor  to  pur 
chase  medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  fam- 
ilies of  soldiers  was  reported  by  a  siibsti- 
lute  entitled: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  fami- 
liesTof  soldiers,  sailors  and  iadigent.persons 
and.  families. 

Mr.  Foulhouze,  on  behalf  of  •  the  joint 
committee  for  the  examination  of  the  books 
aad  accounts  of  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer, 
reported  as  follows: 

The  joint  committee  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  annual  session  of 

1864,  to  examine  the  books  and  vouchers 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor's  office,  beg 
leave  to  report:  That  they  have  carefully 
and  dilligently  discharged   the   duties  re- 


and  the  following  amounts  were  found  on 

hand: 

Confederate  not«s,  $1,069,345  00 

Confederate  bends,  27.850  00 

State  notes,  act  1862,  256,026  00 


$1,353,221  GO 
Of  the  Confederate  notes,  $162,000  00 
consist  of  interest  paying  notes. 

Upon  which  the  interest  is  yet  due.  Of 
the  State  issue  there  is  $98,300  00  of  change 
notes.  The  committee  recommend  that 
the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  convert  the 
interest  paying  notes,  and  the  Confederate 
bonds  into  the  ordinary  currency  of  the 
Confederate  States;  and  further,  that  he  be 
instructed  to  pay  out,  upon  all  warrants  is- 
sued after  this  date,  Confederate  notes,  and 
the  notes  issued  by  the  State  under  act  No. 
116,  of  1862,  the  latter  in  such  proportion 
only  as  will  give  a  general  distribution  of 
change,  until  the  amount  now  on  hand  is 
exhausted,  and  for  any  excess  that  may  be 
required  to  meet  the  demands  upon  the 
Treasurer  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  they 
recommend  that  6  per  cent,  bonds  of  the 
State  having  not  less  than  twenty  years  to 
run  be  issued,  and  soldfor  Confederate  or 
State  currency,  and  thus  prevent  any  far- 
ther issue  of  State  notes  in  excess  of  the 
amount  already  in  circulation. 

The  committee  further  report  that  they 
destroyed  by  fire  in  the  Auditor's  office,  six 
hundred  and  thirty  coupons,  of  interest,  for 
(hirty  dollars  each,  amounting  to  eighteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars,  represents 
ing  voucher  No.  561,  of  said  office,  for 
which  they  gave  the  Auditor  a  certificate. 

J.  w.  McDonald, 

Chairman  Senate  Commitfee- 

JAMES  FOULHOUZE, 
Chairman  House  Committee 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Griffin  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Military  afiFairs,  reported  favorably  on  the 
following  bills: 

An  act  to  re-organize  the  companies  in 
the  1st  Battalion  of  La.  cavalry,  and  ist 
Battalion  La.  State  troops. 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  guard. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  O.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Miller,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elicabeth  Flana 
gan,  wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased, 
and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Acres,  of 
the  Parish -of  Livingston. 

Mr.  Jack  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Elections,  reported  on  the  communication 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  enclosing  the  re- 
turns of  the  late  electioa  in  the  Parish  of 
East  Feliciana,  as  follows,  endorsed  on  the 


quired  of  them;  and  find  the  same  correct.  ^^^^  returns. 
fThey  also  carefuUy  examined  and  counted  r^^^  committee  report  favorably,  and  re- 
the  Confederate  notes,  and  notes  of  the  commend  that  these  returns  be  filed  in  the 
State  issue,  under  tho  act  ofl  862,  No.  llG.joffice.  of  the.  Secretary  of  State,  and  that 
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they  be  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the 
returns  from  other  Parishes  in  the  State. 
(Signed,)  W.H.JACK, 

Chairman. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

BILLS  IXTKODUCED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previeius  notice  given,  and  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  being  granted,  asked 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills,  which  were  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Morehead: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly. 

To  the  committee  on  Printing. 

By  Mr.  JofiErion: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Berlin  Childress, 
late  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate. 

To  the  committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Jewell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer. 

To  the  committee  on  Printing. 

By  Mr.  Mott: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Collins: 

An  act  for  the  trial  of  persons  accused  of 
oflFences. 

To  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

BILLS  ON  THEIR  SECOND  BEADING. 

The  bill  entitled; 

An  act  to  appropriate  $250,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pay 
for  the  hirfi  or  loss  of  slaves  and  other 
property,  lost  by  death  or  otherwise,  while 
in  the  public  service,  up  to  the  1st  day  of 
December,  1863; 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  for  considering  the  above 
mentioned  bill,  Mr.  Head  in  the  chair. 

After  the  committee  rose,  Mr.  Head  re- 
ported that  the  House  had  had  said  bill 
under  consideration  and  had  adopted  the 
first  section. 

The  House  resuming  the  consideration 
of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  moved  to  take  it 
up  section  by  section,  pending  the  consid- 
eration of  which  motion, 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  that  the  special  order 
of  the  day  be  taken  up,  being  House  bill 
No.  37,  entitled: 

An  act  to  donate  to  Humble  Cottage 
Lodge  No.  19,  Franklin  College  with  its 
lands,  buildings  and  appurtenances,  loca 
ted  atOpelousas,  La. 

Which  motion  being  carried,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Snider  of  l5ossier,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr. Kernan,  the  House 
bill,  No.  47,  on  the  same  subject  matter, 
entitled: 

An  act  to  dispose  by  donatioa  of  Frank- 


lin College  belonging  to  the  State  in  the- 
Parish  of  St.  Landry,  was  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

EXECUTIVE  MESSAGE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his. 
E.xcellency,  the  Governor,  through  .Maj.  H. 
M.  Favrot,  his  private  Secretary,  which  was 
read  as  follow: 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICE, 
Shreveport,  La.,  Feb.  1st,  1864. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
oj  Bepresentatives: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  here- 
in enclosed  claims  against  the  State,  that 
they  may  be  referred  to  and  investigated 
by  the  appropriate  committee. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Gov.  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Referred  with  the  accompanying  claims 
to  the  committee  on  claims. 

The  saire  gentleman  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  House 
bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
Court  in  the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE.. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  W.  F.  Wagner,  Esq,,  its  Secretary, 
asking  the  signature  of  the  Speaker  to  the 
following  enrolled  bills: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  97th  section  of  an 
act  entitled: 

An  act  relative  to  crimes  and  oflfences," 
approved  March  14,  1855. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  2nd  section  of  au 
act  entitled: 

An  act  relative  to  the  State  Library," 
approved  March  15th,  1855. 

Also,  a  message  through  O.Arroyo,  Esq., 
its  Assistant  Secretary,  announcing  that  the 
Senate  had  concurred  in  the  House  bill  ea- 
rned: 

Joint  resolution  instructing  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts  to  retain  in  his  hairds 
the  public  stocks  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  notes  issued  to  the  Free  Banks 
of  New  Orleans.. 

Mr.  Joffrion,  Chairman  of  the  committee 
oni  Enrollment,  reported  the  last  mentioned- 
bill  as  correctly  enrolled,  and  the  ."ignature 
of  the  President  was  asked  therfcto. 

The  bill  entitled: 

"Joint  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of 
this  Legislature,"  being  taken  up,  Mr.  More- 
head  moved  that  House  bill  No.  97,  enti- 
tled: 

"Joint  resolution  fixing  the  day  for  the' 
adjournment  of  both  Houses,"  be  adopted 
ias  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  before  the 
House,  which  motion  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Snider  of  Bossier,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Griffin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the- 
table,  which  motion  was  lost. 


HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 


45 


Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  Thursday  the  11th,  instead  of 
Saturday  the  6th,  and  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier, 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting  Friday  the 
19th,  instant,  in  lieu  of  Saturday,  the  6th. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helm,  both  amend- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  moved  to 
amend  by  inserting  the  words,  AVednesday 
the  10th  instant,  at  12  o'clock  m.,  in  lieu  of 
Saturday  the  6th,.  pending  which  motion 
Mr.  Morehead  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Which  motion  was  )03t. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Anderson,  by  changing  the 
words,  "Wednesday  the  10t.h,"to  the  "28th 
instant,"  and  Mr.  Helm  moved  to  lay  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

On  which  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  resulted 
as  follows. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks^ 
Bailey,  Chapman,  Dougherty,  (Grilmore, 
Gore,  GrifliQ,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Head,  Helm, 
Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,.  Joffrion, 
Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery.  Myers,  Murrell.  Os- 
born.  Perkins.  Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson, 
Roubieu,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Taylor  of 
Union — 36  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Kernan,  Morehead,  and 
Snider  of  Bossier — 3  nays. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kernan  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  that  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Anderson  be  laid'  on  the  table,  which 
motion  was  lost,  and  the  amendment  adop- 
ted. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  wa&  then 
adopted. 

oil  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  the  House 
adjourned  until  tx)-morrew  morning. 

Tuesday,  February  2nd,  1864, 

The  House  met  at;  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present — The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
and, 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander 
son  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Bai- 
ley, Collins,  Cotton,  Dougherty,  Drake 
Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hargis 
Hawkins,  Head,  Helm.  Hodge,  Jack,  Jam- 
ison, Jewell,  Joffrion;  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery, 
Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor 
ofCarroll,^  and  Taylor  of  Union— 4a  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mose- 
tey,  of  Shreveport. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 
The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  ap- 


pointed the  standing  committee  on  Amend- 
mer^ts  to  the  Constitution  as  follows: 

Messrs.  J.  Hunter  Collins,  James  Foul- 
houze. G.  W.  McCranie,  J.  D.  McEnery,  W. 
Richardson,  C.  Gore  and  C.  P.  Bailey. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  ap 
pointed  as  members  of  the  special  commit- 
tee on  Printing  the  Senate  and  House  jour- 
nals, as  provided  in  House  biil  No.  Ill,  lUu 
following: 

Messrs.  Morehead,  Jewell,  Snider  of  Bos- 
sier, Gillmore  and  Hodge. 

The  Speaker  also  announced  that  he  bad 
appointed  the  special  committee  on  the 
State  Laboratory,  as  follows: 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Robertson,  W.  F.  Ivernan, 
and  W.  II.  Peck. 

REPORTS  OP  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  Confederate  relatiens,  report- 
ed on  the  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring, 
deserters;  that  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee were  in  favor  of  the  1st  section,  and 
unanimously  unfavorably  oa  the  2nd  sec- 
tion. 

On  the  bill  entitled: 

Joint  resolution  relative-  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  C.  S.  War  Tax  Collector  for  Lcnig— 
iana; 

Unfavorably  by  the  majority,  and.  favoi-- 
ably  by  the  minority.  .  ?i  -i 

On  the  bill  entitled': 

Joint  resolution  requesting  ovx  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress  to  use 
their  influence  upon  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment to  send  an  officer  with  power  to 
pay  to  the  citizens  of  East  Louisiana  thn 
claims  they  may  have-  against  the  Confed- 
erate Government  for  property  impressed, 
hire  of  teams,  negro  hire,  &c.    Favorably. 

On  the  bill  entitled: 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  increasing  the 
pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States.  Favorably  by  the  majority  and  un- 
favorably by  the  minority. 

On  the  bill  entitled^ 

An  act  authori.^/ing  the  publication  and 
circulation  of  all  acts  of  Congress,  relating 
to  the  impressment  of  property.  Unfavor- 
ably by  the  majority,  and  favorably  by  the 
minority. 

The  bill  entitled: 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  requestiDR 
our  Congressmen  to  endeavor  to  have  re- 
pealed certain  exemption  laws,  was  report- 
ed back  to  the  House  without  action. 

Mr.  Head,  on  behalf  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
Iron  and  Iron  Foundries,  made  the  fol- 
lowing 

REPORT. 

The  joint  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  Iron  and  Iron  Foun- 
dries, beg  leave  to  report,  That  they  hare 
been  credibly  informed  that  large  quan- 
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titles  of  iron  ore  exist  in  many  of  the  north- 
ern Parishes  of  this  State,  particularly  in 
the  Parishes  of  Claiborne,  Bienville,  Jack- 
son and  Union,  and  perhaps  in  DeSoto. — 
Although  this  inaportant  mineral  is  believed 
to  exist  in  greater  or  less  abundance  in 
those  parts  of  our  State,  yet  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  ore  has  never  been 
tested.  No  Geological  Survey  of  the  State 
never  having  been  made,  it  is  impossible  to 
say  whether  or  not  the  other  indispensa- 
ble elements  in  the  manufacture  of  Iron, 
to-wit :  Limestone,  wood  and  water  can  be 
found  in  suflScient  quantities  and  in  conve 
nient  proximity  of  a  foundry,  for  the  manu- 
factory of  Iron  in  our  State.  But  in  the 
jKastern  counties  of  our  sister  State  of 
Texas,  the  iron  ore  with  the  other  impor- 
tant concomitants  are  known  to  exist  in 
.great  profusion,  and  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment, with  a  prudent  foresight,  has  es- 
tablished iron  works  that  are  now  in  full 
blast  and  others  in  course  of  construction 
in  the  State  of  Texas. 

Your  committee  in  view  of  the  greait  im- 
portance of  procuring  a  supply  of  this  in- 
dispensable article,  to  the  agriculturist,  to 
the  house-wife  and  to  the  defence  of  our 
country,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  recom 
mend  that  the  Executive  be  authorized  to 
send  competent  and  experienced  persons 
to  examine  thoroughly  into  these  matters. 
If  it  should  be  found  that  these  valuable 
minerals  abound  in  our  State  in  a  locality 
that  would  justify  the  erection  of  works, 
that  he  should  be  clothed  with  power  ito 
give  to  the  people  their  immediate  bene- 
fits. If,  on  the  contrary,  it  should  be  found 
that  the  ore  cannot  be  found  in  sufficient 
abundance  and  richness,  or  that  a  locality 
that  would  not  combine  the  conveniences 
of  ore,  limestone,  coal  and  water,  that  then 
'the  Executive  be  authorized  at  his  discre- 
-tion  to  purchase  a  tract  or  tracts  of  land 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  upon  which  to  erect 
works  for  the  manufacture- of  Iron  for  the 
use  of  the  State.  One  of  the  greatest  ob- 
stacles that  has  presented  itself  to  the  com- 
mittee in  discussing  the  propriety  of  the 
-measure,  is  the  difficulty  of  procuring  the 
necessary  amount  of  skilled  labor  to  suc- 
-cessfully  inaugurate  a  work  of  this  kind 
"but  your  committee  upon  enquiry  have 
been  assured  that  the  services  of  men  ex- 
perienced in  the  manufacture  of  Iron  can 
be  had  to  supervise  the  construction  of  the 
furnaces  and  other  structures,  and  that  the 
enterprise,  if  prudently  managed,  will  in 
"less  than  twelve  months,  demonstrate  the 
wisdom  of  the  undertaking,  and  result  in 
unmeasurable  relief  and  benefit  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  State,  and  in  a  short  time  repay 
the  expenditure  necessary  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Institution. 

Your  committee  beg  leave .  herewith  to 
present  a  bill  embodying  these  views.  In 
conclusion  your  committee  acknowledge 
UieiDeelTes  largely  indebted  to  the  distin- 


guished  Chief  of  the  Iron  Bureau   of  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  Col.  Clem- 
son,  for    much  valuable  information  ou 
these  subjects. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  ABNEY, 
Chairman  Senate  Committee, 

J.  R.  HEAD, 
Chairman  House  Committee, 
Accompanying  the  foregoing  report  was 
the  bill   reported   by  the  committee,  enti- 
tled: 

An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu- 
facturing bureau  for  the  State. 

BILLS   INTRODUCED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  notice  given,  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  being  first  granted,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
entitled  bills  which  were  referred  as  fol- 
lows : 

By  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
constable  of  the  town  of  Opelousas.  Judi- 
oiary  committee. 

By  Mr.  Robertson  : 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 
To  the  special  committee  on  State  Labora- 
tory, consisting  of  Messrs.  Robertson,  Ker- 
nan  and  Peck. 

By  Mr.  Griffin  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Shreveport  or  other  places,"  approved 
.June  18th,  1863,  To  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  Morehead  : 

An  act  increasing  the. fees  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace.  To  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

By  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll  for  Mr.  Ker- 
nan  : 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  fam- 
ilies of  officers,  non-commissioned  officer.'?, 
soldiers  and  marines  in  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  this  State,  being  citizens  and  residents 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,"  approved  June 
3d,  1863.  To  the  committee  on  Military 
Aifaips. 

By  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  on  behalf  of 
the.  finance  committee: 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes 
aad, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  re- 
ceive taxes  that  may  be  tendered  him, 
which,  on  motion,  were  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

An  act  .to  authorize  the  sale  of  bonds  for 
the  relief  of  the  Treasury  and  the  final  li- 
quidation of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof,  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  issuing  of  Treasury 
Notea,  were  ordered   to  be  printed  »nJ 
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4nade  the    special    order  of  the    day  for 
Thursday,  at  12  o'clock,  m. 

MESSAGES. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  W.  F.  Waguer,  Esq.,  its  Secretary, 
asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in 
Senate  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removal  of  an}'  property  in  the  State  con- 
trary to  law,  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Wheat, 
of  the  Parish  of  St.  Helena. 

And  announcing  that  the  Senate  had 
'  -incurred  in  House  bill  No.  34  entitled 

An  act  lo  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas 
in  18G2  and  ISGS. 

Also  a  message  through  0.  Arroyo,  Esq., 
1^3  Assistant  Secretary,  asking  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  in  Senate  bills  en- 
titled : 

An  act  authorizing  (he  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldiers'  families  ot  the  Parish  of 
Livingston  to  said  Parish. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  land 
commonly  called  -Kio  houdo"  claims. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Judges  of  the  5th 
and  6th  Judicial  Districts  to  hold  courts  for 
the  trial  of  criminal  causes,  and 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

The  .same  gentleman  announced  that  the 
Senate  Lad  concurred  in  the  following 
House  bills: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden. 
Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  Parish  ol 
Bossier. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town  ot 
Bastrop,  and 

An  act  to  define  the  qualification  of  ju- 
rors, and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof. 

EXKCimVE  MESSAGE. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  through  Maj.  H.M.  Fav- 
rot,  his  Private  Secretary. 

ORDER  OP  THE  DAT. 

The  House  resumed  consideration  of  the 
Senate  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  appropriate  $250,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  to  pay 
for  the  hire  or  loss  of  slaves  and  other  pro- 
))erty  in  the  public  service,  up  to  the  1st 
day  of  December,  1863. 

Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  the  words  "two  hun 
'^'•ed  thousand,"  instead  of  "two  hundred 
nd  fifty  thousand,"  on  which  motion,      >, 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Cot- 
ton, Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gill- 
more,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Helm, 
Jack,  Jamison,  Joflfrion,  Johnston  of  Rap- 
ides, Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Lacy, 


Mayo,  McEnery,  Murrell,  Newsom,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Press  ley.  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor 
of  Carroll,  voted  yea. 

And  Messrs.  Berry,  Myers,  and  More- 
head  voted  nay. 

So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  amend  the  1st  sec- 
tion by  adding  the  following: 

Provided,  however,  that  no  person  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  without  proving  that  the  slave 
died  from  neglect  or  tault  of  the  military 
authorities  or  those  acting  under  their  au- 
thority; and  that  said  proof  shall  be  made 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  proof  now  re- 
quired by  law. 

Mr.  Cotton  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto  the  words: 

Provided  the  price  paid  for  each  and 
every  negr:'  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
twelve  (1200)  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  lay  the  whole-mat- 
ter on  the  table  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messi-s.  Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Cot- 
ton, Dougherty,  Hargis,  Hawkins.  Jamison, 
Jewell.  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides.  John- 
ston of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Morehead,  New- 
son;  Richardson,  Robertson,  Roubieu,  20. 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 

n  ul  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Elam,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Griffin, 
Helm,  Jack,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers, 
Murrell,  Osborn,  Perkins,  Pitre.  Pressley, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carrol,  Taylor 
of  Union.     24. 

Mr.  Snider  moved  that  Mr.  Cotton's 
amendment  to  Mr.  Kernan's  amendment 
be  laid  on  the  table,  which  motion  prevail- 
ing, he  moved  that  the  amendment  offered 
by  Mr.  Kernan  be  laid  on  the  table,  which 
was  carried. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  amend  by  fixing 
the  price  to  be  allowed  at  $1500,  which 
amendment  was.  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Griffin, 
laid  on  the  table  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chap- 
man, Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  ,Head, 
Helm,  Jack,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Myers,  Murrell, 
Osborn,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Roubieu, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Union.     21. 

Nays — Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Cotton, 
Drake,  Gore,  Hargis,  Head,  Helm,  Jamison, 
Jewell,  Jofi'rion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  McEnery, 
Morehead,  Newsom,  Peck,  Richardson,  Tay- 
lor of  Carroll.    21. 

The  Speaker  voting  yea,  the  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
the  following  words:  Provided  that  tJie  sum 
allowed  for  any  slave  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Griffin  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  therein  after  the  word 
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"slave"'  the  words  "hereafter  impressed  in- 
to service  by  the  State." 

^Ix.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  moved  to 
nmend  the  amendment  by  inserting  $2000 
instead  of  $1G00,  which  motion  was  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Cotton,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
adopted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton. 

The  same  representative  moved  that  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out. 
on  which  motion,  the  yeas  aad  nays  were 
called  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas —  Messrs.  Barry,  Bailey,  Collins. 
Cotton,  Dougherty,  Gore,  Hargis,  Head. 
Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of 
Iberville,  Jamison,  Keruau,  Morehead, 
Newsom.  Peck,  Richardson,  Robertson. 
18  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  An- 
derson of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chap- 
man, Drake.  Foulhouze,  Gllniore,  Griflfln. 
Helm,  Jewell,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  My- 
ers, Murrell,  Osborn.  Perkins.  Pitre.  Pre.ss- 
Ley,  Koubieu,  Snider  of  B(jssier,  Taylor  ol 
Carroll,  and  Taylor  of  Union — 25  nays. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing -six  months  after  the  war,"'  which  mo- 
tion was  lost. 

Mr.  Kernau  moved  that  the  substitute  of- 
ferred  tor  the  bill  under  consideration  be 
adopted  in  place  of  said  bill. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier, 
to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan  on  the  ta- 
ble, the  yeas  and  nays  being  called  result- 
ed as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks.  Chap- 
man, Drake,  Griffin,  Head,  Helm,  Lacy, 
Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,.  Murrell,  Osborn, 
Perkins,  Pilre,  Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Union.    20 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Cot- 
ton, Dougherty,  Foulhouze.  Gilmore,  Gore, 
Hargis,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffiion. 
Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Kernan,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Peck,  Rich- 
ardson, Robertson.     22. 

Mr.  GriEBu  moved  that  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  substitute  be  stricken  out,  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called, 
which  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Anderson  of  Madison.  Berry,  Blanks,  Chap- 
man, Drake  Griffin,  Hawkins,  Helm,  Lacy. 
Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Osborn, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of 
Union.     1 9  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bailey,  Collins, 
Cotton,  Dougherty,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore. 
Gore,  Hargis,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  Joff- 
rion, Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iber- 
ville. Kernan,  Pressley,  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, Taylor  of  Carroll.    23  nays. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morr©w. 


Tlesday,  February  3rd,  186i. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present — The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker^ 
and, 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Bai- 
ley, Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon, 
Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore, 
Gore,  Gritfin,  Hargis,  Head,  Helm.  Hodge, 
Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  JutlVion  Johnston 
of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan, 
Lacy,  Mayo,  Myers.  Murrell.  Newsom,  Os- 
born, Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Rich- 
ardson, Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bos- 
sier, Taylor  of  Carroll.  43  Representa- 
tives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
Post  Chaplain  of  the  C.  S.  A. 

The  journal  ot  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  JoiiVion,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Enrollment,  reported  the  following 
House  bills  as  correctly  enrolled: 

An  act  curtailing  the  exemption  of  per- 
sons from  jury  duty  during  the  war. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Aldeu. 
Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  Parish  of 
Bossier. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town  of 
Basti'op. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Griffin,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  reported  back  to  the 
House  without  action,  the  "resolution  rela- 
tive to  provisions  being  made  for  the  sup- 
port of  soldiers'  families,  &c,"  referred  to 
said  committee  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  the  House  bill  No.  123,  entitled  ah 
act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  provide  for  the  support  of  families  of  of- 
ficers, non-commissioned  officers,  soldiers, 
and  marines  in  the  military  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  Confederate  States  and  of  this 
State,  approved  January  3,  1863.  Unfav- 
orably. 

Mr.  Cotton,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  on  the  bill  entittpd:- 

An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  ao 
cused  of  offences.    Favorably. 

"An  act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the  Sm- 
preme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  uf 
Shreveport  or  other  places,"  approved 
June  ly,  1SG3.    Favorably. 

An  act  increasing  the  fees  of  Justices,  of 
the  Peace.    Unfavorably. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Cairoll,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  claims,  reported  on  the  bil 
entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard. — 
Unfavorably  by  the  majority. 

Mr.  Collins,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  report- 
ed on  the  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  call  of  a  State^ 
Convention,  after  the  war.    Favorably. 
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The  special  committee  coasistiug  of  the 
Represeatatives  from  tlje  Parish  of  Kapides 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled: 

"An  act  to  cut  a  dam  on  Bayou  Jean  de 
Jean,  near  Cotile,"  recommended  that  the 
sanM  be  withdrawn  from  the  calendar. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  noticH  given,  the  rules  be 
ing  flr.st  suspended,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills,  which  were  read  twice  and  referred 

By  Mr.  Griffin: 

An  act  to  su.'^pend  the  forfeiture  of  lots 
and  lands  of  olBcers,  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, soldiers,  seamen  or  nuirines.  or  of  the 
families  of  such  officers,  nou-commissioued 
officers,  soldiers,  seamen  or  marines,  for  the 
non-payment  of  ta.ves  due  thereon,  for  any 
year  during  the  existing  war. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judi 
ciary. 

By  Mr.  Jamison: 

An  act  to  hold  the  first  regular  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  after  peace  shall  have  been  de 
•lared. 

To  the  same  committee. 

By  Mr.  Presley: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  W.  Martin 
and  hiB  company. 

To  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
with  the  accompanying  documents. 

By  Mr.  Elam: 

An  act  to  repeal,an  act  entitled  "an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  to  press  into  the  service  of  the 
State  slaves  and  other  property,  for  the 
public  defense  of  the  State  during  the  pres 
ent  war  "  approved  January  1st.  1SG3. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  that  the  house  take 
up  the  said  bill  out  of  its  regular  order 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  that  purpose. 

The  following  reeolution  was  offered  by 
Mr.  Morehead: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  shall  hold 
(  vening  sessions  from  and  after  this  day 

The  resolution  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  A.  C.  Bickham  and  M.  S. 
Ne\vsom  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  the  amount  due  each  one,  say 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  each, 
amount  their  mileage  on  committee  on 
Jackson  Railroad. 

MESSAfJE  FROM   TUE  OOVERNOK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  through  Maj.  H. 
U.  Favrot,  his  private  Secretary,  request- 
ing that  certain  claims  therewith  enclosed 
be  referred  to  an  appropriate  committee. 

The  same  were  accordingly  referred  to 
Uie  committee  on  claims. 

The  same  geatleman  informed  the  House 


that  the  Governor  had  approved  and  signed 
the  following  bills:  .^ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden,  Sher- 
iff and  Tax  Collector  of  the  Parish  of  Bos- 
sier. 

An  act  to  define  the  qualifications  of  Ju- 
rors, and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town,  of 
Bastrop,"  approved  March  9th,  1861. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate,  through  W.  F.  Wagner,  Esq  , 
its  Secretary,  asked  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  in  (Senate  bills  entitled: 

Au  act  to  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasury. 

Also,  informing  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  concurred  in  the  bills  entitled: 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  oa 
on  Clerks  of  District  Courts  generally,  with 
an  amendment. 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Phillips,  to  adopt  Lewis 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

Also,  asking  the  concurrence  of  tii.- 
House  in  bills  entitled: 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Ea- 
gineer. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  joint  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  withdrawal'from  pub- 
lic sale  or  private  entry  or  location,  all  the 
public  lands  of  this  State,"  approved  June 
18th,18(J3. 

Also,  informing  the  House  that  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  had  affixed  his  signa- 
ture to  the  following  enrolled  House  bills: 

An  act  curtailing  the  exemption  of  per- 
sons from  Jury  duty  during  the  war. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden,  Sher- 
iff" and  Tax  CoUectcr  of  the  Parish  of  Bos- 
sier.   And 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town  of 
Bastrop. 

The  same  honorable  body,  through  its 
Assistant  Secretary,  Oscar  Arroyo,  Esq.,  in- 
vited the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  Sen- 
ate bills  entitled: 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Li- 
brarian, and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Parishes  of  Wash- 
ington and  St.  Tammany  to  draw  from  the 
Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  relief  of 
families  of  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, soldiers  and  marines. 

Also,  informing  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  concurred  in  the  House  bill  enti^ 
tied: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  H.  Pitt-  of 
Hie  Parish  of  Caddo,  with  amendments. 

And  in 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

THE  ORDER  OP  TUE  DAY. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Jack,  for  Senate  bill 
No.  11,  being  taken  up,  Mr.  Taylor  of  Cat- 
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roll  moved  that  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
adopted  the  substitute  in  place  of  the  bill 
No.  Jl,  be  re-considered,  on  which  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  caJed. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll,  Mr.  Elam, 
{Mr.  Robertson  being  in  the  Chair,)  asked 
that  his  name  be  called. 

Objection  being  made,  the  Speaker  pro 
tem.  ruled  that  Mr.  Elam  had  a  tight  to  a 
vote  while  on  the  floor.  The  decision  be- 
ing appeakd  from,  the  chaii-  was  sustained 
by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Berry,  Blanks,  Bailey,  Chapman,  Couvil- 
lon,  Drake,  Griffin,  Head,  Helm,  Hodge, 
Jack,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Mur- 
rell,  Osboru,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley.  Rou- 
bieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll 
and  Taylor  of  Union.     24  yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Ber- 
ry, Collins,  Cotton,  Dougherty,  Foulhouze, 
Gilmore,  Gore,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Jamison, 
Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  John- 
ston of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Morehead,  New 
som,  Peck,  Richardson.     20  nays. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  being  sustained 
the  call  of  the  roll  was  continued,  resulting 
on  the  motion  to  re-consider; 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
.  Anderson  of  Madison.  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Chapman,  Couvillon,  Drake,  Elam,  Griffin, 
Helm,  Jack,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Lacy, 
Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Osborn, 
Perkins,  Pressley,  Richardson,  Roubieu, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll.  23 
yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bailey,  Collins,  Cotton, 
Dougherty,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Gore,  Har- 
gis, Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge,  Jamison,  Jew- 
ell, Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan, 
Morehead,  Newsom,  Peck,  Pitre,  Richard- 
son.   -22  nays. 

The  (Speaker  pro  tem.  Mr.  Robertson, 
voted  no,  and  the  motion  to  re-consider  was 
lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Head,  the  House  bill 
No.  60  was  taken  up,  and  the  substitute  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
was  adopted  in  its  stead. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Griffin  the  first  section 
■of  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting  in  lieu 
of  the  words  "within  reach,"  the  words 
"within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Parish 
site  thereof." 


And  on  motion  of  Mr  Snider,  the  second 
section  was  amended  by  inserting  in  the 
sixth  line  thereof,  after  the  word  "provided" 
the  words  "for  in  judicial  sales,"  and  to 
atrike  out  the  word  "above." 

Mr.  Foulhouse  moved  to  adopt  the  fol 
lowing  as  a  substitute  for  the  second  sec 
tion  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays: 

That  in  case  any  runaway  Slave  is  not 
claimed  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act,  he  shall  be  hired  by  the 
Parochial  authorities,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Parish  where  he  is  confined,  and  that  six 
months  after  the  end  of  the  present  war  he 


shall  be  advertised  arid  sold  as  now  requ'r- 
ed  by  law. 

The  vote  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foulhouze 
being  taken  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas —  Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison, 
Chapman,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze, 
Gilmore,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy,  Mc- 
Enery, Myers,  Murrell,  Peck,  Pressley,  Rou- 
bieu.   14  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St  Landry, 
Barry,  Berry,  Blaaks,  Bailey,  Cotton,  Cou- 
villon, Gore,  Grifiin,  Hargis,  Hawkins^, 
Head,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell, 
Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of 
IbervillS^  Kernan,  Mayo,  Morehead,  New- 
som, Osboru,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Snider  of  Bos- 
sier.   27  nays. 

So  the  motion  to  adopt  the  substitute  was 
lost. 

The  bill  being  engrossed  and  put  upon 
its  final  passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
called  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Bailey,  Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvil- 
lon, Gilmore,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Helm,  Jack,  Jewell,  Joffrion, 
Johnston  of  Rapides.  Kernan,  Lacy,  Mayo, 
Myers,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Osborn,  Per- 
kins, Pitre,  Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  Robertson.    34  yeas. 

Nays —  Messrs.  Dougherty,  Foulhouze, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Jamison,  McEneiy, 
Murrell,  Peck,  Richardson,  Roubieu.  9 
nays. 

House  bill  No.  125,  efititled: 

"An  act  pledging  the  faith  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  to  compensate  for  the  loss  of 
slaves  and  other  property  impressed  into 
the  service  of  ttie  State,  &c." 

Mr.  Snider  moved  to  recommit  the  com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  Kernan  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
re-commit  on  the  table,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Bailey,  Collin 
Cotton,  Couvillon,  Dougherty,  Foulhoiin  , 
Gilmore,  Gore,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Jamiso.  , 
Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Morehead, 
Newsom,  Pecl^,  Richardson,  Robertson. 
22  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landiy, 
Anderson  of  Madison.  Berry,  Blanks,  Chap- 
man, Drake,  Griffin,  Head,  Helm,  Jack,  La- 
cy, Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Os- 
born, Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Roubieu, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll.  22 
nays. 

The  Speaker  voting  nay,  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  was  lost  and  the  motioa  to 
re-commit  prevailed. 

House  bill  No.  9,  being  the  bill  entitlf^r!: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  t' -^ 
acts  passed  'by  the  General  Assembly,  :it 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelouars., 
in  1862  and  1863,  was  taken  qp. 
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The  Senate  amendment  to  the  first  sec 
tion  was  adopted. 

In  lieu  of  the  words  "fire  thousand  dol- 
lars,'-' in  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 
second  section,  the  words  "-seven  thouaan^l 
five  hundred  dollars"'  by  Mr.  Moreh^ad, 
"eight  thousand  dollars"  by  Mr.  Johnston 
of  Iberville,  and  "six  thousand  dollars''  by 
Mr.  Griffin,  were  severally  oflfered  as  amend 
ments  and  lost. 

Mr.  Kernan  called  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  same  having  been  seconded 
by  a  majority  of  the  members  present,  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  concur  in 
the  I'lJenatc's  amendment  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  resulted 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry.  An- 
derson of  Madison. Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Bai- 
ley, Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton.  Dougherty 
Gilmore.  Gore,  Griffin,  Head,  Helm,  Jami 
son,  .Johnston  of  Rapides,  Kernan,  Lacy 
Mayo.  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Newsom, 
Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson 
Snider  of  Bo-ssier,  Taylor  of  Can-oil,  Taylor 
of  Union.    32  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Couvillon.   Drake,   Foul 
houze.  Jack.  Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of 
Iberville.  Morehead,    Osborn,  Robertson, 
Roubi«u.     11  nays. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  recommend 
cd  by  the  Senate  was  also  adopted. 

Mr.  Kernan,  on  his  own  request,  was  re 
Heved  from  serving  on  the  special  commit 
tee  on  the  State  Laboratory,  and  at  his 
suggestion  Mr.  Morehead  was  appointed  in 
bis  stead. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  the 
House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morn 
ing. 

Thursday,  February  4  th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present — The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
in  the  chair,  and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Barry.  Berry,  Blanks,  Bai- 
ley. Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon, 
Dougherty.  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore, 
Gore,  GriiSia,  Hargis,  Head,  Helm,  ilodge, 
Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion  Johnston 
r>f  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  K'lrnan, 
Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murndl, 
Newsom,  Osborn,  Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre, 
Pressley,  Richardson,  Robertson.  Roubieu, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll.  44 
Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mose- 
ley,  of  Shreveport. 

The  journal  ol  yesterday  was  read,  amen- 
ded and  approved. 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife.  Harriet  Phillips,  to  adopt  Lewis 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jamison,  two  addition- 
..al  members,  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Head,  were 


appoin  ed   by  the  Speaker,  on  the  commit- 
tee on  Banks  and  Banking. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Griffin,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Military  affairs,  reported  favorably  by  sub 
stttute  on  House  bill  No.  98.  entitled: 

\n  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the 
Stale  to  purchase  of  the  Confederate  States 
;iie  tithe  of  corn  and  other  produce  for  the 
use  of  soldiers'  families. 

And  on  the  bill  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  W.Martin 
and  his  company.  Unfavorably  by  the 
majority  and  favorably  by  the  minority. 

Mr.  Mayo,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Parochial  affairs,  reported  favorably  on  the 
bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
town  Constable  of  the  town  of   Opelousas. 

Mr.  Jack,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Priming,  reported  favorably  on  the  bills 
entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly,  and 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Byuum,  State 
Printer. 

BILLS  I\TROni:CED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Representatives, 
without  previous  notice,  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  being  granted,  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills  which  were  severally  read  twice  and 
referred  : 

By  Mr.  Johnston  of  Iberville  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
organize  Free  Public  Schools  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  • 

To  the  committee  on  Public  Education. 

By  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  : 

"  An  act  to  provide  a  revenue,  and  the 
manner  of  collecting  the  same,"  and  ap- 
proved March  15th,  1855. 

To  the  committee  on  Finance. 

By  Mr.  Joffrion : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  one  iron-clad 
gun-boat.  To  a  special  committee  of  five 
Representatives,  on  which  committee  the 
Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Joffrion,  Cotton. 
Kernan,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and  Dough- 
erty. 

By  Mr.  Lacy  : 

An  act  to  appropriate  the  public  lands  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana  to  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States  ;  also,  all 
marines  and  others  engaged  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  Confederate  States. 

To  the  committee  on  Lands  and  Levees. 

By.  Mr.  Kernan  : 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  : 

An  act  to  appropriate  $300,000  for  the 
relief  of  the  destitute  citizens  and  fainilie.< 
lately  expelled  by  the  federal  authoritiei;. 
To  the  committee  oo  .Fiaance 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Newsoni,  the  rules  be- 
ing suspended,  the  bill  entitled  : 

••An  act  to  nuthorize  the  Parishes  of 
Washington  and  St.  Tammany  to  draw  from 
tiie  Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  reliel 
of  families  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  soldiers  and  marines,"  was  taken 
up,  read  three  times  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Newsom  moved  to  re-consider  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  House  con 
curred  in  the  Seu-ate's  amendments  to  House 
bill  No.  9  entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas 
5u  1862  ahd  1863. 

Mr.  Morehead  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St  Landry. 
Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Couvillon,  Dougher- 
ty, Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Gore,  Grif- 
fin, Hawkins,  Head,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell, 
Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy.  Mayo 
McEnery,  Myers,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Os- 
born,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Richardson,  Robert- 
son, Roubieu  Snider  ot  Bossier,  Taylor,  of 
Carroll.    32  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison, 
Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman,  Cotton,  Hargis 
Helm,  Hodge,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Kernan 
Murrell,  Peck,  Pressley,  Taylor,  of  Union 
14  nays. 

So  the  motion  to  re-consider  prevailed. 

Mr.  Foulhouze  moved  that  the  House  re- 
fuse to  concur  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  1st  section  of  the  bill,  on  which  mo- 
tion Mr.  Morehead  called  for  the  years  and 
nays  which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Andei'son  of  St.  Landiy, 
Barry,  Bailey,  Collins,  Couvillon,  Foul- 
houze, Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hawkins,  Head. 
-Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of 
Iberville,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers, 
Morehead,  Newsom  Osborn,  Perkins.  Pitre. 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snider  of 
Bossier.    28  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison. 
Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman.  Cotton,  Dougher- 
ty, Drake,  Gore,  Hargis,  Helm,  Hodge, 
Johnston  of  liapides,  Kernan,  Murrell, 
Peck,  Pressley,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor, 
of  Union.     18  nays. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  that  the  House  re- 
fused to  concur  in  that  portion  of  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment  to  the  second  section  of 
the  bill  striking  out  the  words  "  Ten  thous- 
and dollars"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  five  thousand  dollars,"  which 
motion  was  carried,  and  the  bill  was  re- 
turned to  the  Senate. 

ORDER  OF  THE  DAY. 

Bills  Nos.  114,  115,  123  and  124  reported 
by  the  committee  on  Finance  having  been 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this 
day,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Boasier, 
bill  No.  124,  entitled : 

"  An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of 
taies,"  was  first  taken  up. 


Mr.  Snider  moved  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
tion by  inserting  the  words.  '  for  the  year 
1862  and  1 863"  after  the  words  '  laws' in 
Ihe  fifth  line. 

Mr.  l''oulhouze  moved  to  amend  the  sani** 
section  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  tlw 
words 

Provided  further  that  the  property  of- 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of 
the  Confederate  States  or  of  this  State, 
hall  be  exempt  from  seizure  or  sale  for 
taxation,  until  twelve  months  altera  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  between  the  Confeder- 
ate States  and  the  United  States  of  Amer- 

3,. 

Mr.  Myers  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  laid  on  the  table,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  which  re- 
sulted as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Griffin,  Morehead,  New- 
som. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Bailey,  Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Cou- 
villion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze.  Gil- 
more, Gore,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Head,  Helm, 
Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell.  Jotfriou, 
Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell, 
Osborn,  Peek,  Perkins.  Pitre,  Pressley, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snider  ol 
Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll.,  Taylor  of  Union, 
42  nays. 

Mr.  Myers  then  moved  that  the  amend- 
ment and  proviso  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion 
which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs,  Anderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Collins, 
Cotton,  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Gil- 
more, Gore,  Hawkins,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack- 
Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rap- 
ides, Mayoj  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Peck, 
Pitre,  Richardson,  Roubieu,  Taylor  of  Car- 
rol.   28  yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Blanks,  Bailey,  Chapman, 
Foulhouze.  Griffin,  Hargis,  Head,  Johnston 
of  Iberville,  Lacy.  Morehead,  Newson,  Os- 
born, Perkins,  Pressley,  Robertson,  Snider 
of  Bos&ier,  Taylorof  Union.     17  nays. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and  being  put  upon  its  passage  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  resulted 
as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Collins, 
Cotton,  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Gil- 
more, Hawkins,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jami- 
son, Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Richardson,  Roubieu,  Taylor 
of  Carroll.    28    yea. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blanks,  Bailey,  Foulhouze, 
Gore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Head,  Johnston  of' 
Iberville,  Lacy,  Morehead,  Newsom,  Os- 
born, Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  ot 
Union.     15  nays. 

And  the  bill  passed. 
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A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  through  Maj.  H.  M. 
Favrot  his  private  Secretary. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  W.  F.  Wagner,  Esq..  its  Secretary, 
asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in  the 
bills  entitled  : 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  journals  of  the  Senate 
and  Hoii>se  of  Representatives,  and 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled : 

"  An  act  to  suspend  all  existing  prescrip 
lions,"  approved  10th  June,  1863. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  the  House 
took  up  the  following  rt^sohuion  : 

Resolved,    That  this  House   shall 
•evening  sessions  after  this  day. 


The  vote  being  taken  on  the  same,  it  was 
lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foulhouze,  the  House 
adjourned. 


daring  that  all  who  shall  participate  in 
said  election,  hold  office  by  virtue  of  the 
same,  or  attempt  to  set  up  a  government 
against  the  legitimate  and  regularly  consti- 
tuted authority  .  f  the  State,  are  the  only 
Rebels,  and  will  be  liable  to  all  the  pains 
and  penalties  of  treason. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  .t^tate  of  Louisiana. 

Shreveport,  La.  Feb.  4tb.  1864. 

In  relation  ^o  the  foregoing  message;  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Morehead.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  message  of  his  Excel- 
lency, Gov.  H.  W.  Allen,  relative  to  the 
proclamation  by  the  LTnited  State  authori- 
Itios  in  this  State,  for  a  State   election,   be 

holdireferred  to  a  select  committee  of mem- 

'berson  the   part    of  the   Senate,   and   five 


F1UD.A.T,  February  5th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
hi  the  Chair,  and 

Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  Bailey,  Chapman, 
Couvilon,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gore.  Griffin. 
Hargis,  Head,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jamison, 
vfewell,  JoftYion,  Johnston  of  Rapides. 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan.  Lacy,  Mayo. 
Myers,  Morehead,  Newborn,  Osborn,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of 
Union.    37  Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
Post  Chaplain,  C.  S.  A. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read   and 

Mr.  Gore  asked  permission  to  have  his 
vote  recorded  among  the  nays  on  the  final 
passage  of  the  act  relative  to  the  collection 
of  taxes,  which  was  granted. 

The  journal  was  amended  accordingly 
and  approved. 

The  communication  received  yesterday 
from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  was 
read  as  follows  : 

SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

OenUemen  of  the  Serujie  and 

House  of  Representatives . 

By  proclamation  from  Major  Gen.  Banks 
in  the  several  newspapers,  you  will  see  that 
an  election  is  ordered  in  that  portion  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  enemy,  for  State  officers. 

The  object  of  this  proclamation  is  plainly 
to  divide  the  people  of  the  State  and  get 
many  committed  to  Federal  rule  under  the 
false  and  deceitful  promises  of  an  indepen- 
dent Slate  government.  Every  man  ii 
Louisiana  who  has  suflered  from  yankee  out 
rages  well  knows  that  this  is  a  mere  mock 
«'ry,jfor  the  action  ot  the  so  called  State 
government,  will  be  throttled  by  the  mili- 
tary just  so  soon  as  it  attempts  to  redress 
any  grievances.  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
you  immediately  pass  joint  resolutiona  de- 


members  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

And  the  Speaker  appointed  ■  n  said  com- 
mittee Messrs.  J/orehead,  Kernan,  Foul- 
houze, Head  and  Pre.^.sley. 

On  motion  of  J/r.  Blanks  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  printer  of  the  jour- 
nals in  the  newspaper  be  authorized  to 
omit  publishing  E.Kecutive  messages  which 
may  have  been  already  published  in  his 
paper. 

Un  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  allowed 
to  the  Sergeant  at  arms  of  this  House,  said 
amount  to  be  paid  on  his  own  warrant  out 
of  the  contingent  expenses  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Myers  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  members  of  this  House 
be  hereinafter,  during  this  session,  limited 
to  ten  minutes  in  making  remarks  on  any 
one  subject. 

Laid  over  under  the  rules. 

BEP'ORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Jfr.  Foulhouze,  on  behalf  of  the  commit-  . 
tee  on  public  Education,  reported  favora-f 
bly  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  organize  Free  Public  Schools  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Mv.  Griffin  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
J/ilitary  affairs,  reported  the  following  en- 
titled bill  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  re-enact  section  18 
of  an  act  entitled  : 

"  An  act  to  organize  the  militia  of  the 
State  and  to  repeal  an  act  organizing  the 
militia  for  the  defence  of  the  State,  approv- 
ed January  3rd,  1863,"  approved  June  20tb 
1863. 

My.  Robertson  on  behalf  of  the  special 
committee  to  which  it  was  referred  favora- 
bly on  a  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  establish  a  State   Laboratory. 

3yr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  on  behalf  of  thi; 
committee  on  Finance,  reported  favorably 
on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  relative  to  the  machineiy  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Clin- 
ton, La. 
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Mt.  Gi'iffin  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Jiilitary  affairs,  reported  oa  the  bill  enti- 
tled : 

An  act  to  repeal  the  Jiilitia,  unfavorably 
by  the  majority  and  favorably  by  the  mi- 
nority, 

Mv.  Cotton  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary  reported  favoi'ably  on  the 
bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  hold  the  first  regular  session  of 
the  General  Assembly  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  after  peace  shall  have  been  de- 
clared. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  claims,  reported  favorably  on 
the  claim  of  Switz^er  by  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief. 

BILLS   IXTRODUCED. 

Mr.  Gilmore,  without  previous  notice, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Robson  of 
the  parish  of  Caddo. 

On  his  motion,  the  rale  being  suspended 
the  bill  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Lands  and  Levees,  with  the 
two  accompanying  documents. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Head,  the  rules  being 
suspended,  the  House  took  up  the  bill  en- 
titled : 

'•  An  act  to  establish  a  mining  an  manu- 
facturing bureau  for  the  State." 

On  motion  of  Mi:  Snider  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  ilfonday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan,  the  rules  being 
su.spended,  the  House  took  up  the  bill  this 
day  reported  favorably  from  the  Finance 
committee  entitled  : 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Clin- 
ton, La. 

On  motion  of  Jir.  Cotton,  the  2d  section 
k  of  the  bill  was  amended  by  inserting  the 
words  fifteen  hundred  dollar.s  in  lien  of  the 
words  one  thousand  dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mv.  Foulhouze  the  bill  was 
further  amended  by  adding  as  the  third 
section  the  following: 

Section  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted  &c., 
That  an  inventory  of  all  the  articles  to  be 
thus  entrusted  shall  be  taken  by  a  notary 
public  in  presence  of  an  agent  to  that  ef- 
fect, approved  by  the  Governor,  and  of  the 
person  receiving  it  into  custody. 

On  motion  of  iHr.  /Snider  of  Bossier,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  by  adding  there- 
to as  the  4th  section  the  following  : 

Section  4th.  Be  it  further  enacted  <fec., 
That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  sell  said  property  or  remove  it 
to  a  place  of  safety  as  in  his  discretion  may 
be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
•passed. 

ieave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Griffin  at  the  request  of  his  colleague  Mr. 
Snider. 


OUDKR  OF  THE  DAY. 

House  bill  No.  1 14,  entitled: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Bonds  for 
theieliefof  the  Treasury,  and  the  final 
liquhlation  of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof;  was  taken  up. 

The  rule  requiring  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  first  section  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
T.iylor  of  Carroll,  amended  by  inserting 
the  words  ten  instead  of  fifteen,  and  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  Newsom  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  substituting  for  the  words  '•  six 
per  cent."  for  the  woids  •  eis:ht  per  cent.' 
Zost. 

The  second  section  was  further  amended 
on  motion  of  Jir.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  by  in- 
serting io  the  seventh  line  the  word  twenty 
in  lieu  of  the  word  thirty. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mott.  by  arldingal 
the  end  of  the  section  the  words  '  provided 
that  not  more  that  one  million  dollars 
shall  be  made  payable  in  any  one  year." 

The  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  third  section  was  amended  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Mott,  by  inserting  in  the  8th 
line  the  word  '  two'  in  lieu  of  the  word 
'five.' 

The  3d  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  5th  section  was  adopted  without 
amendment. 

The  oth  section  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mott,  amended  by  inserting  in  the  2d  line 
after  the  word  -sell,'  the  words  or  exchange 
and  in  the  3d  line  after  the  word  "  money,'' 
the  word  '  Confederate.' 

The  section  as  thus  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  blank  in  the  8th  line  of  the  Gth  sec- 
tion was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll, filled  with  the  words  '  twenty-five." 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Elam,  the  section 
was  amended  by  inserting  in  the  10th  line 
after  the  word  '  property,'  the  words  "rights 
and  credits.' 

The  section  as  thus  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carrol  offered  as  an  amend- 
ment to  follow  the  6th  section  an  addition- 
al section  as  follows : 

Section  7th.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.. 
That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be  and  the  same  is  appropriated  out 
of  funds  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, to  meet  the  current  interest 
which  may  accrue  upon  the  bonds  as  they 
may  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  the 
section  was  amended  by  inserting  instead 
of  the  words'  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars.' the  words  '  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

The  section  as  proposed  and  amended 
was  adopted  as  the  seventh  section. 
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The  blank  in  the  2d  line  of  the  8th'sec- 
tion  was  filled  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  of 
Carrol,  with  the  words  '  thirty  thousand 
dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  maybe  ne- 
cessary. 

The  section  was  further  amended  on  mo 
tion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  iandry,  by 
striking  out  all  from  the  world  '  bonds'  in 
the  6th  to  the  words  "  the  seal'  in  the  9th 
line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  of  the  words  so 
stricken  out,  the  words  '  provided  ten  cents 
and  no  more  shall  be  allowed  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  State  for  each  impression  of.'" 

The  section  was  further  amended  on  mo- 
■'on  of  Mr.  Foulhouze  by  striking  out  the 
10th  and  11th  linir-s,  and  the  section  as 
amended,  was  adopted  as  the   8th   section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  the  following  was 
adopted  as  the  9th  section  : 

<S'ection  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  «&c.. 
That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  inconsistent 
with  tlie  provisions  of  this  act  be  and  the 
name  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  10th  section  was  adopted. 

On  the  motion  being  made  that  the  bill 
be  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  Mr.  Kernan 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  resulted 
as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  An- 
der.son  of  Madison,  Barry,  Bailey,  Chapman, 
Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon.  Dougherty, 
Drake,  Fonlhouze.Gilmore,  GrifBn,  Hargis, 
Hawkins,  Head,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jami- 
son, Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville.  Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott, 
McEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Newsom,  Os 
born,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson, 
Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll, Taylor  of  Union.    30  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Blanks,  Gore,  Kernan, 
Morehead,  and  Robertson.     5  nays. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
^and  was  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate 
through  Oscar  Arroyo,  Esq.,  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  annoucing  that  that  honorable 
body  had  receded  from  its  amendmets  to 
House  bill  No.  9  entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opoleiisas 
in  1862  and  1863. 

The  Senate  also  through  W.  F.  Wagner 
Esq.  its  Secretary,  a^ing  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  Senate  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brum- 
mett,  a  minor. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts  of 
spoliation  by  oflBcers  of  the  Confederate 
States  army. 

An  act  to  authorize  John  Moore,  tutor, 
to  remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State. 

Also  announcing  that  the  Senate  had  con- 
surred  in  House  bills  entitled  : 

Joint  Resolution  to  authorize  the  Govern- 


or to  take  measures  to  ])rcvent  illegal   im- 
pressments by  C'onfed''i;iie  authorities. 

An  act  lb;  the  reliel  o)  John  Hewitt  late 
Assessor  of  Rapides  Parish. 

Joint  resoluti'  '118  in  relation  to  the  further 
prosecution  ot  tin-,  war,  and 

Joint  Resolurions  for  the  adjournment  of 
this  iegislature. 

Senate  bills  No.  65  entitled, 

"  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  commissionm-  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldiers"  families  of  the  Parish  of 
Livingston  to  the  said  Parish,"'  was  taken 
up  read  three  times  and  concurred  in. 

House  bill  No.  115  entitled, 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
to  suspend  the  signing  and  issuing  of  Treas- 
ury notes,"'  was  taken  up  on  its  second 
reading,  and  the  rules  being  suspended  it 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Elam  amended  by 
in«orting  after  the  word  notes  in  the  2nd 
section  7th  line  the  words  "  authorized  by 
existing  laws." 

And  on  motion  by  Mr.  Snider,  it  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the 
same  section  the  words,  "  Provided  that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent  the  re-issue 
or  compel  the  cancellation  of  any  Treasury 
notes  of  denominations  less  than  five  dol- 
lars. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled, 

"  An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  E>u- 
chauan,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  iouisiana,  for  the 
First  Supreme  Judicial  District  thereof,'" 
was  taken  up  on  its  second  reading,  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed  as  follows : 

An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  Buch- 
anan, Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  first 
supreme  judicial  district  thereof. 

Section  1st.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  A.  M. 
Buchanan,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for  the  first 
.supremo  judicial  district,  be  and  he  is  here- 
by impeached  of  treason  and  high  crimes 
to  an  against  the  sovereign  State  of  Louis- 
iana. 

1st.  In  having  since  the  25th  day  of  Jan- 
ury,  1861,in  violation  of  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  of  this  State,  of  his  oath  of  ofi&ce, 
and  of  his  judicial  duties,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  public  enemy  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
at  a  time  when  said  enemy  was  openly 
waging  war  upon  the  State,  and  was  in 
violent,  unjust  and  illegal  possession  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  same  ; 
and  secondly,  in  aiding  and  assisting  the 
said  en^giy  in  his  efi"orts  to  subjugate  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  des- 
troy the  government  of  the  State,  having 
accepted  office  of .  the  said  United  States 
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the  public  enemy  of  this  State  at  the  time 
the  said  eaemy  was  engaged  in  o])en  war 
against  the  same  ;  the  said  oiiice  being  that 
Ota  Justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
State,  the  same  to  which  the  said  A.  M. 
buchanan  had  been  legally  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  first  supreme  judicial  district 
of  the  State,  and  in  having  exercised  the 
said  Judicial  authority  under  the  authority 
and  received  pay  thereior  from  the  officers 
of  the  sa  d  United  States,  all  since  the  said 
•i6th  Januaiy,  1861 ;  and  thirdly  in  the  same 
A.  M.  Buchanan,  he  being  at  the  time  the 
duly  elected  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
Louisiana  for  the  first  supreme  judicial 
district  of  the  State,  having  aided,  assisted 
and  comforted  the  public  enemy  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  in  consorting  with,  con- 
sulting- with  and  supporting  with  his  coun- 
tenance and  association  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  since  the  26th 
day  of  January.  1861,  the  said  public  ene- 
my being  at  the  time  at  open  warfare  with 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
live  members  of  this  House  be  and  they  are 
hereby  charged  with  the  management  of  the 
impeachment,  with  the  Senate  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  to  request  their  prepara- 
tion for  the  trial  of  the  same  at  such  time 
as  may  be  convenient  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  to  do  all  necessary 
acts  for  the  prosecution  of  this  impeach- 
ment. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.  That 
this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

Fending  a  motion  to  adopt  the  title  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Cotton,  the  vote  by  which 
the  bill  was  passed  was  re-considered  for 
the  purpose  of  selecting  a  managing  com- 
mittee of  Representatives  to  conduct  the 
impeachment. 

Messrs.  Taylor  of  Carroll  and  Joffrion 
being  appointed  tellers,  and  nominations 
being  made  the  House  proceeded  to  vote 
for  five  ifepresentatives. 

Mr.  Mott  received  thirty-three  votes,  Mr. 
Eernan  received  twenty-nine  votes,  Mr. 
Cotton  received  twenty-three  votes,  Mr. 
Snider  received  twenty-three  votes,  Mr. 
Collins  received  twenty-six  votes,  Mr.  Mc- 
Enery  received  twenty-three  votes,  Mr.  An- 
derson received  six  votes,  Mr.  Robertson 
received  five  votes,  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll 
received  one  vote,  and  Mr,  Dougherty  re- 
ceived one  vote. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  that  J/essrs. 
Mott,  Kernan,  Cotton  and  Collins  were 
elected  on  said  committee,  and  that  there 
was  a  tie  vote  between  Messrs.  Snider  and 
JfcEnery.  Whereupon  Mr.  Lacy,  who  had 
nominated  Mr.  Snider,  at  his  request  with- 
drew his  name,  and  Mr.  McEnery  was  on 
motion  declared  elected  a  member  of  the 
said  committee  by  acclamation. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  the  title 
adopted. 


I  On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson  it  was 
j  Resolved,  That  a  couunittee  of  three  hf 
app  inted  to  wait  upon  the  Hon.  Frostou 
Pond,  and  invite  him  to  deliver  an  address 
to  the  public  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  some  day  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Legislature. 

And  the  Speaker  appointed  ou  said  com- 
mittee Messrs.  Robertson,  Jewell  and  My- 
ers, who  made  the  following  report : 

The  committe  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  Hon.  Preston  Pond,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  performed  the  duty,  and  the 
Hon.  Preston  Pond  states  that  he  will  ad- 
drss  the  public  in  this  Hall  on  Monday, 
the  Sthinst",  at  5  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
JNO.  B.  ROBERTSON, 

Chm.  Spec.  Com. 

February  5th,  1864. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  February  6th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present:  The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
in  the  Chair,  and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Ander- 
son of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Bai- 
ley, Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon, 
Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore, 
Gore,  Hargis  Hawkins,  Head,  Helm,  Hodge, 
Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion;  Johnston, 
of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan, 
Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott,  Murrell,  Morehead, 
Newsom,  Osborn,  Peck,  Perkins,  Fitre, 
Pressley,  Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snider  of 
Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Union. 
4'3  Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mose- 
ley,  of  Shreveport. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Bailey. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Carroll,  it 
was 

Resolved,  Tliat  duiing  the  remainder  of 
this  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
House  will  meet  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

REPORTS   OF   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  claims,  reported  '  unfavora- 
bly on  a  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Berlin  Childress, 
late  Sergeant  at  arms  of  the  Senate. 

And  on, 

An  act  to  emend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  provide  a  revenue  and  the 
manner  of  collecting  the  same.  Favor- 
bly. 

And  on  Mr.  Jack's  substitute  entitled  : 

"  An  act  pledging  the  faith  of  the  State 
to  compensate  for  the  losses  of  slaves  and 
other  property." 

The  committee  reported  by  bi  11  w  hich 
was  read. 

Mr.  McEnery  on  behalf  of  the  committe© 
on  Lands  and  Levees,  reported  uafavor*- 
bly  on  ; 
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An  act  to  approprUite  the  public  lands 
of  the  St.ite  ofZiiiiisiaua  to  the  officers,  nou- 
conimissioiied  otHcers  and  privates  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States,  &c. 

An  favorably  oq. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Win.  Robson. 

An  act  to  conlirm  certain  land  claims  in 
the  N.  W.  Dist.  L\.  and 

An  act  to  conhrm  the  private  land  claims 
of  P.  Dolet  and  J.  (3ro\v. 

Mr.  JoftVion  on  byhalf  of  the  special  com- 
mittee of  live  Representatives  to  whom  it 
was  referred  reported  favorably  on  a  bill 

To  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  gun 
boat,  which  on  motion  ofJ/t".  Dougherty, 
vas  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  next  at  12  o'clock. 

On  mi)tion  of  Mr.  Mott,  the  Hon.se  took 
up  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  II.   Pitts, 
concurred  in  the  i>'enate's  amendments  and 
returned  the  bill  to  the  Senate. 
nu.r,s  iNnioDUCED. 

Mr.  Pressley  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
relative  to  District  Courts,  which  on  motion, 
the  rules  being  suspended,  was  put  upon 
its  ado])tion  and  lost. 

Mr.  Cotton  introduced  : 

'  An  act  authorizing-  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  .Jud^e  for  the  second  judi 
cial  district. ' 

The  rules  being  suspended  the  bill  un 
derwent  its  several  readings  and  passed. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  SI.  Landry,  introduced  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  L.  V.  Chachere, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Landry.— 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Morehead  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  take  up  House  bill,  No,  79  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,  being  the  substitute  report- 
ed by  the  committee  on  Military  affairs  on 
the  same  subject  matter. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  bill  was 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  amended  by 
tilling  the  blank  in  section  6  with  the  words 
"two  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary." 

The  bill  as  thus  amended  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I'ressley  the  House  took 
up  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase Medicines  for  the  benefit  of  famil  ies 
of  soldiers. 

When  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  the  substi- 
tute reported  by  the  committee  on  Finance, 
was  adopted  in  place  of  the  original  bill. 
The  substitute  underwent  its  various 
reading,  and  on  the  mjtion  being  made  to 
lay  on  the  table,  the  motion  to  engross  said 
bill,Mr.  Taylor,  of  Carroll,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Bailey,  Kernan  and  New- 
som.    3  yeas. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Anderson,  of  St.  iandry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks 
Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon,  Dougherty, 
Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Gore,  Hargia, 


Hawkins,  Head,  Helm.  Hodge,  Jack,  Jam- 
ison, Jewell,  Joffiion,  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  iacy.  Mayo,  Mott, 
.1/cEnery,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Osborn, 
snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and 
Taylor  of  Union.     3!)  nays. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engros.sed 
and  was  pa.ssed. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 

•'An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
purchase  cotton  and  wool  cards,  &c.,"  wa*; 
taken  up  and  the  substitute  with  the  same 
title  reported  by  the  Finance  committee, 
was  adopted  in  its  place.  The  bill  was 
amendvd  on  motion  of  ilfr.  Couvillon,  by 
adding  two  sections  as  follows  : 

Section  3d,  Be  it  fiirtiier  enacted  Aic. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  police  juries 
of  the  several  Parishes  to  make  or  cause  to 
i)e  made  correct  assessments  of  all  the  fam- 
ilies designated  in  this  bill,  and  forward  the 
same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  under 
certilied  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
Police  Jury. 

Section  -tlh.  Beit  further  enacted,  &c.. 
That  the  Treasurer  of  the  /State  shall  make 
his  distribution  accordingly,  and  give  no- 
tice to  the  president  of  each  police  jury 
throughout  the  State  that  the  same  are  sub- 
ject to  their  orders. 

The  bill  thus  amended  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead  the  House 
took  up  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard. 

On  motion  of  J/r.  Mayo  the  first  section 
was  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "or 
two  battalions,"   after  the   word   regiment. 

The  section  as  thus  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  second  section  was  amended  in  the 
same  way  and  adopted. 

The  third  section  was  adopted,  and 

Pending  a  motion  of  Mr.  Elam  to  strike 
out  the  -Ith  section,  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
il/ayo  that  the  bill  be  re-cominitted  to  the 
committee  on  Military  affairs,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  on  Monday  next  before  10 
o'clock.  A.  M.  with  articles  of  war. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  bill  was 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

Mi\  iVorehead  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  session,  the  bill  entitled  : 

"  An  act  establishing  rules  and  articles 
for  the  government  of  the  army  and  militia 
of  the  State  of  ioui.siana, "  which  on  his 
motion  was,  on  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  af- 
fairs, to  be  reported  on  with  the  foregoing 
bill. 

And  the  bill 

"  To  re-organize  the  companies  in  the  1st 
Battalion  ia.  Cavalry,  and  1st  Battalion 
Z,a.  .State  Troops,  "  was  also  re-committed 
to  be  reported  at  the  same  time. 
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SENATE  BILLS. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters,  was  taken  up,  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the  second  section,  and  concurred 
iu. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  regulate  interest,  was  on  mo- 
tion laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

"  An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
sons in  the  military  or  naval  service, ''  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  abolish  the  oflSce  of  superin- 
tendent of  Public  Education  was  taken  up 
on  its  second  reading,  and  the  House  re- 
fusing to  suspend  the  rules  to  put  it  upon 
its  third  reading,  it  was  laid  over  under  the 
rules. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

Joint  resolution  to  cancel  the  bond  of  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  was  concurred 
in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  ieg 
islature  and  Executive  departments  of  the 
State  government,  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  punish  Confederate  oflBcers 
audothers  for  impressing  private  property 
iu  violation  of  the  law.  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
bonds.     Concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  of  Greenburg. 
La.    Concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  in  cer- 
tain contingencies  to  remove  property  of 
•citizens  of  this  State  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate's  amendments  to  House  bill 
No.  49  entitled  : 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on 
the  clerks  of  the  District  Courts  generally, 
were  con  curred  in. 

The  bill  entitled, 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second  judi- 
cial district,  w  as  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton 
taken  up  and  the  rules  being  suspended, 
underwent    its  several  readings   and  was 


'  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt.'" 

'  Joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Gov 
ernor  to  pre. ent  illegal  impressments  by 
Confederate  authorities." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Philips  and 
his  wife  Harriett  Philips  to  adopt  Lewis 
Oscar  Philips,  a  minor.'" 

"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  oi 
the  acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
at  the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelou- 
sas  in  1862  and  1863." 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor." 


EXECUTIVE  MESSAGE. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  through  Maj.  H.  31. 
Favrot,  his  private  secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  he  had  approved  and  signed 
the  following  House  bills : 

"Joint  resolution  instructing  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  and  State  Treasurer  to 
retain  in  their  hands  the  public  stocks 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  is- 
sued to  the  free  banks  of  New  Orleans." 


MESSAGE  FKOM   THE   SENATE. 

The  Senate  through  W.F-  Wagner,  Esq.. 
requesting  the  House  to  concur  in  the  fol- 
lowing entitled  Senate  bills : 

An  act  relative  to  attachments  in  certain 
cases. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men  East  of  the 
Mississsippi  river. 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to 
attach  themselves  to  any  military  compa- 
ny in  the  State  service. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap 
point  a  collector  to  receive  and  receipt  tor 
taxes  East  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Also  asking  the  return  of  the  bill  enti- 
tled: 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brun  - 
mett  a  minor,  for  the  correction  of  an  ei 
ror. 

Also  informing  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  concurred  in  House  bills  entitled  : 

A  n  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  fami- 
lies of  soldiers,  and 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled : 

■'An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of 
the  State  to  purchase  wool  and  cotton 
cards  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers,"  approved 
the  20th  June,  1863. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  iSenate 
through  Oscar  Arroyo,  Esq.,  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  returning  the  bill  for  the  eman- 
cipation of  Brummett,  and  requesting  the 
signature  of  the  Speaker  thereto : 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldier's  families  of  the  parish  of 
Livingston,  to  said  Parish,  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Parishes  of  "Wasl  - 
ington  and  St.  Tammany  to  draw  from  the 
Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  relief  of 
families  of  ofiBcers,  non-commissioned  effi- 
cers,  soldiers  and  marines. 

Also  informing  the  House  that  the  Pres- 
dent  of  the  Senate  had  signed  the  following 
House  enrolled  bills: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C  L.  Mavor. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelonsas 
in  1862  and  1863. 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Philips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Philips,  to  adopt  LewLs 
Oscar  Philips,  a  minor. 
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An  act  for  the  reief  of  John  Hewitt  late 
Assessor  of  Rapides  parish. 

Joint  Resolution  to  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor to  take  measures  to  prevent  Illegal 
impressments  by  Confederate  authorities. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  bad  concurred  in 
the  House  bill  entitled, 

An  ac  to  su-pend  the  collection  of  Tax- 
"    es,  with  amendments,  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  bonds  for 
the  relief  of  the  Treasury  and  the  final 
liquidation  of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof,  with  amendments. 

Also  annoiinciug  that  the  Senate  had 
concurred  in  the  ■  joint  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  in  reference  to  the  Governor's  .spec- 
ial message  in  regard  to  the  State  Election 
ordered  by  th'  Federal  authorities.'  and 
that  Senators  Burrow,  Lett  and  Reeves  had 
been  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Mr.  Joffi  inn.  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  enrollment  reported  as  correctly  euroU- 
•d  House  bills  No.  I.  9.  o9.  41. 101  and  112. 

The  Senate's  amendments  to  House  bill 
No.  114  entitled  • 

An  act  to  authoriae  the  sale  of  bonds  for 
the  relief  of  the  Treasury  and  the  final  li- 
quidation of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof,  were  concurred  in- 

The  Senates  amendments  to  House  bill 
No.  124  entitled : 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes 
were  concurnd  in  with  an  amendment  by 
the  House  «s  follows : 

Amend  th©  Senate's  amendment  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "  collectors."  and 
before  the  word  "  to"  the  words  "  after 
having  given  bond  according  to  law." 

The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act,  en- 
titled : 

And  act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the  Su- 
preme court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
.Shreveport  or  oth'-r  places,"  approved  June 
18,  ldG3,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan, 
taken  up  out  of  its   order,  engrossed  and 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton  the  House  ad- 
journed until  Monday  next. 

Monday,  February  8th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Present — The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
in  the  chair. 

The  call  of  the  roll  dispensed  with. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  tue  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
Post  Chaplain,  C.  S.  A. 

The  journal  ot  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Morehead  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Printing  presented  an  approved  bill  for 
transit  printing  &c.,  from  the  proprietor  of 
the  iS'hreveport  News. 

Mr.  Cotton  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
bill  entitled : 


An  act  to  prohi  it  the  importation  and 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  e.x.ceptfor  medical  purposes. 

Favorably  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  prohibit  the 
distillation  of  grain,  sugar,  molasses  or 
cane  juice  into  spirituous  or  other  alchohol- 
ic  liquors,  approved  June  20th,  18t)3. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  suspend  the  forfeiture  of  lots 
and  lauds  of  officers,  non-conuiiissioned  of- 
ficers, soldiers,  seamen  and  marines  for  the 
non-payment  of  taxes  due  thereon  for  any 
year  during  the  existing  war.  was  reported 
back  without  action  as  the  House  has  taken 
action  on  the  same  subject  matter. 

The  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  s  ervice.  ap- 
proved Dec.  21,  1861,  was  reported  back 
without  action  as  the  subject  matter  has 
been  desposcd  of. 

The  bill  entitled : 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitle  d  an  act 
prescribing  an  additional  oatti  for  electors 
in  certain  cases,  was  reported  back  without 
action  as  the  House  has  acted  on  the  same 
subject  matter. 

The  House  bill  No.  24  entitled  : 

'•An  act  to  license  the  distillation  of 
spirituous  liquors,  was  reportsd  by  substi- 
tute 

Mi.  Griffin  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on 
Jfilitary  affairs  reported  favorably  with 
amendments  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  organize  a  State  Guard. 

The  bill  entitled; 

An  act  to  re-organize  th©  companies  in 
the  1st  Battalion  of  La.  cavalry  and  let 
Battalion  of  Louisiana  State  Troops,  the 
committee  reported  back  to  the  House 
without  action 

An  on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  establish  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  favorably. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  (Carroll  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  on  claims  reported  favorably  on 
the  bill  entitled : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  Sheriffof  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  itfor^head  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  news- 
paper Printer  of  the  House  journal,  such 
sum  as  may  become  due  him,  for  publish- 
ing the  balance  of  said  journal  which  may 
be  published  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature,  provided  that  said  sum  shall 
be  paid  out  of  the  contiagent  fund  of  this 
House,  and  shall  be  computed  at  the  rate 
of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
words. 

BILLS  TAKEN  CP  OCT  OF  THEIR  ORDER . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  House  took  up  the  bill 
entitled  : 
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An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  ac- 
cused of  oflFences. 

The  first  section  was  amended  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Snider,  by  inserting  '  48  hours  '  in 
place  of '  24  hours,  '  and  by  adding:  at  the 
end  of  the  section  the  words  "provided  the 
number  of  jurors  to  be  summoned  shall  not 
be  less  than  that  now  provided  by  law. 

The  4th  section  was  amended  on  motion 
nf  Mr.  Head  by  inserting  in  the  2d  line  af- 
ti^r  the  word  •  trial,  '  the  words  '  or  upon 
the  petition  of  the  district  attorney. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helm.  House  bill  No. 
89  entitled  : 

'  An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment during  tlie  existing  war,  the  right 
to  use  for  government  purposes,  timber  on 
the  public  lands  '  was  taken  up,  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  was  jjassed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newson,  House  bill 
No.  78,  being  the  joint  resolution  relative 
to  the  settlement  of  claims  against  the  Con 
federate  government.  '  was  taken  up  and 
amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  J/ayo,  by  strik 
ing  out  the  word  'East'  before  the  word 
Louisiana,  and  also  by  inserting  the  word 
•audit'  in  lieu  of  the  word  'credit 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  was  passed,  the  title  being 
changed  so  as  to  read  :  Joint  resolution 
relative  to  claims  against  the  Confederate 
government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ilforehead,  House  bill 
No.  9'J  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  sheriff  of  the  Parish  of  DeSoto,  was 
taken  up,  ordered  to  "be  engrossed  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore  the  Senate  bill 
entitled  : 

•  An  act  to  organize  a  State  Guard, '  was 
taken  up. 

The  first  section  was  amended  by  insert- 
ing the  words  '  or  two  battalions  '  after  the 
word  'Regiment'  in  the  fifth  line. 

The  second  section  was  amended  in  the 
«ame  manner,  in  the  1st  line. 

The  bill  was  further  amended  by  striking 
out  the  4th  section. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  the  eame  Representative 
the  bill  entitled : 

An  ace  to  re-organize  the  companies  in 
the  1st  Battalion  of  ia.  cavalry  and  the  1st 
Battalion  La.  State  troops,  was  taken  up 
and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  the  same  Representative 
the  House  bill  No.  157  entitled 

"  An  act  establishiiig  rules  and  articles 
for  the  .government  of  the  army  and  mili 
tia  of  the  State  of  iouisiana,"  was  taken  up 
and  the  rules  being  suspended,  it  under- 
went its  several  readings,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  was  passed. 


An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
call  into  the  State  service  free  persons  of 
color,"  was  taken  up  and  the  amendments 
of  the  committee  adopted  except  that  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore  the  amendment  to 
the  1st  .section  was  amended  by  inserting 
the  words  "  fifty -five"  in  lieu  of  the  word 
fifty." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead,  the  4th  sec- 
tion was  amended  by  inserting  the  word 
'  persons'  in  lieu  of  the  work  ■  soldiers." 

On  motion  of  Mv.  Chapman  the  follow- 
ing proviso  was  added  at  the  end  of  the  5th 
section,  provided  said  person  of  color  shall 
be  exempt  from  said  service  by  putting  an 
able-bodied  slave  in  his  place  and  stead. 

It  was  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  b;^ 
which  said  proviso  was  adopted  and  tliw 
yeas  and  nays  being  called,  on  the  motion 
to  reconsider — 

Messrs.  Blanks,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foul- 
houze,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Hawkins, 
Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Johnston  of  Rapides. 
.Jamison,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Morehead,  Osborn, 
Peck,  Robertson,  'Taylor  of  Union,  voted 
yea.     and 

Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison,  Anderson  ot 
St.  Landry  Barry,  Berry,  Chapman,  Cou- 
villon,  Collins,  Cotton,  Head,  Jewell,  Joff- 
rion,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Mc- 
Enery,  Myers,  Murrell,  Newsom,  Perkins. 
Pitre,  Pressley,  and  Snider  of  Bossier,  voted 
nay.  20  yeas,  22  nays,  so  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  iliott  House  bill  No. 
109  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard. 
was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton  the  words  sixty 
thousand  dollars  were  stricken  out  and  it 
was  moved  that  the  blank  thus  caused  b» 
filled  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  Johnston  of  Iberville,  with  thirty 
thovxsand  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Robertson  with  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

By  Mr.  Taylor  of  Carroll  with  fifteea 
thousand  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Blanks,  with  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

By  Mr.  Cotton  with  four  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  vote  was  taken  first  on  the  motion  to 
fill  the  blank  with  $30,000. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  resulted 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foulhouze,  Jewell,  John- 
ston of  Iberville,  Mott,  Morehead.  5  yeas. 
Nays — Messrs.  .Inderson  of  Madison,  An- 
derson of  St.  Landry,  BaiTy,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Chapman  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon, 
Dougherty,  Drake,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hargis, 
Head,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  JofFrion,  John- 


ston of  Rapides,  Kernan,  Lacy,,  Mayo,  Mc- 
On  motion  of  3/r.  Jack,  House  bill  No.lEnery,  Myers,  Murrell,    Newsom,  Osborn, 
21  entitled  :  jPerkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Snider   of  Bossier, 
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Taylor  of  Carroll,   and  Taylor   of  Uaion. 
54   nays.    iost. 

On  the  motion  to  fill  with  S25,000,  the 
jeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison 
Drake,  Fonlhonze,  Jewell, -Johnston  of  Iber^ 
ville,  Mott,  Morehead,  and  Robertson.  8 
yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Barry.  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman,  Collins, 
Cotton,  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Gnre  Grif- 
Qn,  Hargis,  Head,llelni,  Hodge  Jack.  Joff 
rion,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Kernan,  Lacy. 
Afayo,  il/cEnery,  Myers,  Mnrrell,  Newsom, 
Osburn,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Snider  of 
Bossier.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Un- 
ion.    '^2  nays.     Lost. 

On  the  motion  to  fill  with  $15,000,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison. 
Chapman,  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Helm,  John- 
ston of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Mott,  Morehead, 
Osborn,  Robertson,  and  Taylor  of  Carroll. 
1 3  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  iVnderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Barry,  Berry,  Blanks.  Collins,  Cotton,  Con- 
villon,  Dougherty,  (iore,  Griftin,  .Hargis, 
Head,  Hodge.  Jack,  Jolfrion,  Johnston  of 
Rapides.  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEnery,  Myers. 
Mnrrell.  Newsom,  Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre, 
.Snider  of  Bossier,  and  Taylor  of  Union. — 
27  nays.     iost. 

On  the  motion  to  fill  with  $10,000,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anderson,  of  Madison, 
Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Drake,  Foulhonzo,  Goro,  Helm,  Jack, 
.lewell,  Johnston  of  Rapides.  Johnston  of 
Iberville,  Kernan,  Mott,  McEuery,  Myers, 
Morehead,  New>om,  Osborn,  Perkins,  Pitre, 
Robertson.  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of 
Carroll.    21  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Berry,  Collins,  Cot- 
ton, Convillon,  Dougherty,  Griffin,  Hargis, 
Head,  Hodge,  Jolfrion,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Mur- 
■rell,  Pitre,  Taylor  of  Union.    16  nays. 

So  the  motion  prevailed  and  the  blank 
l>eing  filled  with  the  words  tea  thousand 
dollars,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
*d  and  was  passed. 

THE  ORDER  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

•  An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu 
•lacturing  bureau,"  wasiakenup  and  amend- 
ed as  follows  : 

In  the  fourth  line  of  the  first  section  af 
ior  the  word  'be'  th«  words  'and  he  is  here- 
by' were  inserted.  In  the  6th  line  'em- 
powered' was  inserted  in  lieu  of  'required' 
'♦'inploy'  in  lieu  of 'send,'  the  word  'a'  in- 
serted before  the  word  'competent 
(n  the  sixth  line  the  word  'persons'  was 
•hanged  to  -person,'  the  first  word  'a'  wa.s 
■tricken  out,  the  words  •  competent  and  ex- 
perienced," inserted  before  the  word  'per 
■on'  which  was  changed  to  '  persons,'  and 
in  the  7th  line  the  word  'investigation'  was 
anhstituted  for  the  word  'survey.' 


The   section  as  amended  was  adopted. 
In  the  2d  line  of  sec.  2,  the  words  'be  and 
he'  were  inserted  after  the  word  'Governor' 
and  the  words  "for  and  in  the  name   of  the 
State  of  Louisiana'  were  inserted  after  the 
word 'authorized.' 
The  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 
In  the  2d  line  3d  section,  the  woi'd  '  the 
was  inserted  after  the  word  'and,'  the  words 
the  creation  of,'  in   the  3d   and   4th   lines 
were  stricken  out  and  the  words  '  or  cause 
to  be  erected'  were  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 
In  the  7th  line  the  word   'production'   was 
changed  to  'producing.'  and  the  word 'man- 
ufacture' to  'manufacturing,'   the  order   of 
the  last  three  words    in  the   8th  line   was 
changed  so  as  to  read   'metals  and  miner- 
als.' 

And  the  section  as  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

In   the   3d   line,   4th   section,  the  word 
'some'  was  inserted  in  lieu  of  the  word   'a' 
after  the  word  'appoint,'  and  in  the  4th  lino 
the  word  'scientific'  was  stricken  out. 
The  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 
The   fifth  section   was   adopted  without 
change. 
The  sixth  section  was  stricken  oat. 
It  was  moved  that  the   blank    in  the  7lh 
section  be  filled  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  Peck,  with  $700,000  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Johnston  of  Iberville,  with  $600- 
000  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

By  Mr.  Blanks,  with  .$500,000  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessa,iy. 

By  Mr.  Griffin,  with  $300,000  or  so  much 
thereof,  as  may  be  necessary. 

By  Mr.  JottVion,  with  $200,000  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  motions  were  put  in  their  order  ;  the 
first  and  second  were  lost  and  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Blanks  prevailed,  and  the  blank  being 
filled  accordingly,  thesection  was  adopted* 
And  additional  section  was  added  as  fol- 
lows : 

Section  9.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.. 
That  this  tako  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

On  the  motion  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  called 
for  and  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  iandry. 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Chapman,  Cotton,  Couvillon,  Dougherty. 
Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Head,  Helm. 
Jack,  Joffrion,  .lohnston  of  Rapides,  Lacy. 
iWayo,  Mott,  McCranie,  Myers,  Mnrrell. 
Newsom.  Osborn,  Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre. 
Robertson,  Roiibieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Tay- 
lor of  Carroll.     31  yeas. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Collins.  Gore.  Hargis, 
Hodge,  Jewell,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Ker- 
nan, McEnery,  Morehead  and  Taylor  of 
Union.     11  nays. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  was  passed . 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate  through  W.  F.  Wagner,  Esq. 
its  (Secretary,  asked  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  in  a  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  1865. 

The  Senate,  through  O.  Arroyo  Esq.,  its 
assistant  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that 
it  had  concurred  in  the  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes. 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Clin- 
ton, ia. 

Also  asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
in  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  E.  Hemenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josephine  Armstrong  as  his  le- 
gitimate heirs. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Govern- 
or to  rent  a  building  for  certain  State  pur- 
poses. 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  officers. 

Also  that  the  Senate  had  refused  to  agree 
to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  : 

•'  An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard." 

And  that  the  /Senate  had  also  refused  to 
accept  the  further  amendment  of  the  House 
to  (Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  No. 
124_entitled:  An  act  to  suspend  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  ;  and  that  the  Senate  had 
appointed  the  following  Senators  on  each 
of  the  committees  of  Conference  relative 
to  the  said  bills :  ifessrs.  Texada,  Pond  and 
iott. 

Whereupon  the  Speaker  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Morehead,  appointed  on  the  committee  of 
Conference  on  the  first  named  bill,  Messrs. 
Griffin,  Kernan,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Morehead 
and  Murrell  ;  and  on  the  committee  of  Con- 
ferance  on  the  second  bill,  Messrs.  Mott. 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  Cotton,  McEnery,  and 
Anderson  of  xMadison. 

The  first  of  said  committees,  thioughits 
chairman,  offered  its  joint  report,  recom- 
mending that  the  House  recede  from  so 
much  of  their  amendment  as  includes  the 
striking  out  of  the  6th  section  of  the  bill  en- 
titled :  An  act  to  orguuize  a  State  Guard, 
which  report  was  adopted  by  the  House. 

The  chairman  of  he  committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes 
recommended  by  their  report  that  the 
House  recede  from  its  further  amendment 
to  the  Senate's  amendment,  which  report 
waa  adopted  by  the  House. 

The  same  gentleman  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  adopted  the  reports  of 
the  committees  of  Conference  on  both  the 
above  named  bills. 

He  also  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  House  to  the  Senate  bill  entitled  : 


An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harbox'ing'. 
deserters. 

Also  that  the  Senate  had  concurred,  with 
amendments,  in  House  bill  No.  74  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  punishabl« 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

Also  requesting  the  signature  of  the 
Speaker  to  the  following  Senate  enrolled 
bills  . 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
bonds. 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Legislative  Departments  of  the 
State  Government. 

An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  fo**  impressing  private  property  in 
violatiou  A  law. 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  of  Greensburg 
iouisiana. 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters, 

Au  act  to  re-organize  the  companies  in 
the  J  St  Battalion  La.  Cavalry,  and  the  1st 
Battalion  ia.  State  Troops — and, 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Also  informing  the  House  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  had  signed  the  House 
enrolled  bills  numbered  as  follows;  1,  39, 
49,  62  and  114. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE     GOVERNOR. 

A  message  was  received  from  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  through  Maj.  H.  M. 
Favrot,  Esq  ,  bis  private  Secretary  inform- 
ng  the  House  that  he  had  approved  and 
feigned  the  following  entitled  House  bills  : 
An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Bonds 
for  the  ri'lief  of  the  Treasury  and  final  li- 
quidation of  the  principal  and  interest  there- 
of" 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H  Pitts, 
of  the  Pari.sh  of  Caddo. 

"  Joint  Resolut  ons  in  relation  to  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  this  war." 

"  An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on 
the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  general- 
ly." 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
purchase  medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the 
familes  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  indigent 
pers  ons  and  familes." 

Mr.  Joffrion,  chairman  of  the  Committe* 
on  Enrollment,  reported  as  conectly  en- 
rolled House  bills  No.  49.  62,  114. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cotton  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TtJESDAY,  February  9th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  9  o'clock. 

Present— The  Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker, 
and 

Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman,  Cottoa, 
Couvillon,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouz*. 
Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Head,  Hodga, 
Jack)  Joffrion,  Johnston  ot  Rapides,  Lacy  , 
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Mayo,  Mott,  Murrell,  More)iead,  Newsom, 
Osborn,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Roubieu 
Salder  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor 
of  UnioQ.    32  Representatives. 

Tlie  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Morehead  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Printing  presented  approved  bills  for 
printing  ordered  by  the  House,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  contin- 
gent expenses. 

'Mi:  Taylor  of  Carroll  presented  the  fol- 
lowing 

H0U3E  RESOLUTION. 

Whereas,  by  resolution  of  this  House. 
Hon.  Preston  Pond  was  invited  to  deliver 
to  the  public,  an  address  upon  the  absorb- 
ing topics  vvliich  now  agitate  the  minds  of 
our  people  ;  and  whereas,  this  House,  at 
the  time  this  resolution  was  adopted,  were 
not  apprised  of  what  would  be  the  charac- 
ter of  said  address  ;  and  whereas,  in  said 
address,  the  Administration  at  Richmond 
was  censured,  and  nearly  every  measure  of 
government,  from  its  incepiiou  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  was  reviewed  and  condemned  ; 
tharefore,  in  order  to  place  ourselves  right 
before  the  country 

Be  it  resolved,  That,  the  tone  and  tenden- 
cy of  said  address  being  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  dishearten  our  people,  and  produce 
discontent,  when  we  should  do  all  that  we 
can  to  encourage  them,  and  aid  the  gov- 
ernment, we  distinctly  declare  that  the 
sentiments  therein  expressed  do  not  reflect 
the  opinions  of  this  House. 

Mr.  McKnery  moved  that  the  above  res- 
olution be  laid  upon  the  table,  on  which 
motion  Mr.  Cotton  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  of  St.  iandry. 
Anderson  of  ?.Iadison,  Barry,  Blanlis,  Col- 
lins, Dougherty,  Drake.  Gore.  Helm.  Jack. 
Johnston  of  Rapides.  Jolinstou  of  Iberville, 
ICernan,  Mayo.  McEnery.  MuiTeU,  More- 
l»ead,  Newsom,  Perkins.  Pitre.  Robertson, 
Roubieu,  Taylor  of  Uniun.    23  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berry.  Cotton,  Couvillon, 
Elam.Foulhouze,  Grifii.i,  Hawkins.  Hodge. 
Jamison,  Joffrion,  Xacy,  Mott.  Myers,  Os- 
born, Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of 
Carroll.     17  nays. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kernan  presented  a  memorial  rela- 
tive the  collection  of  taxes.  Referred  to 
the  committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Joflrion,  Chairman  of  the  committee 
on  Enrollment,  reported  as  correctly  en- 
rolled the  House  bills  Nos.  63.  87, 115,  124. 
79,  89,  and  131. 

KEPORTS    OK    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Taylor,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Claims,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  the  claim  of  Mr.  Wall. 

Mr.  Anderson,  on  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee on  Contingent  Expenses,  made  the  fol- 
lowing; report  which  was  adopted  : 


REPORT. 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
feiTed  for  examination  the  coutinj^ent  ex- 
pense, accounts  of  the  Audror,  Treasurer 
and  Gov.  Thos.  0.  Moore,  beg  U-.^ve  to 
report,  that  thi-y  have  carefufly  examined 
the  same,  compared  the  vouchers  submit- 
ted and  find  them  to  agree  with  the  expen- 
ditures. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  Governor 
since  his  last  report  3.ith  December,  18G2, 
we  find  to  amount  (o  So3i3  58,  leav- 
ing a  balance  on  hand  of  former  appro- 
priations of  $8119  18,  of  which  881 0  41  is 
unavailable,  being  in  the  Bank  at  Baton 
Rouge,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  and 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  his  successor, 
of  S7308  77. 

The  amount  of  expenditures  by  the 
Auditor  since  his  last  report  1st  April  1863. 
to  31st  December,  1863,  is  found  to  be 
$816  33,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance 
of  S186  67 

The  expenditures  in  the  Treasurer's  office 
from  1st  of  January  1863.  to  1st  of  January, 
1864,  amounts  to  $149  10,  all  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted* 

J.  w.  McDonald, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
THO.  C.  ANDERSON. 
Act'g.  Chairman  House   Committee 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  special  message  of  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  a  spurious  State  Govern- 
ment by  the  Federal  authorities,  through 
Mr.  Morehead,  reported  a  series  of  Joint 
Resolution,-),  which  at  a  later  hour  were 
adopted  by  concurrence  of  the  Senate, 
also  the  following  report : 

The  Joint  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  in  relation  to  a  proclamation  by 
l/ajor  General  Banks,  of  the  United  States 
Army,  foi  an  election  to  organize  a  State 
Government,  beg  leave  to  report  to  the 
House.  "Joint  Resolutions  relative  to  the 
illegal  organization  of  a  State  Government 
by  the  enemy,"  and  respectfully  recom- 
mend its  passage. 

A.  BARROW, 
Chairman  Senate  Committee. 

E.  F.  MOREHEAD, 
Chairman  House  Committee. 

Mr.  Head,  leave  being  granted,  introduc- 
ed a  bill  entitled : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  4th, 
7th,  8rh  and  9th  sections  of  an  act_  provid- 
ing for  runaway  slaves  and  establishing  a 
general  depot  for  the  same,  approved 
March  19th  I8.">7. 

The  rules  biin^^  suspended  the  bill  un- 
derwent its  several  readings  and  was  pass- 
ed. 

BILT-S  01  r  OP  THEIR  ORDER. 

Mr,  McEnery  ;isK.;d  and    obtained  leave 
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to  call  up  out  of  its  order  Senate  bill  enti- 
tled : 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  officers,  which  underwent  its 
several  readings  and  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  l/orehead  House  bills 
10-1  and  105 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased, 
and — 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  0.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Miller  deceased. 

Were  taken  up,  underwent  their  several 
readings  and  were  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Mott,  the  rule  requir 
ing  the  House  to  go  into  committee  of  the 
whole,  being  suspended,  the  Senate  bill 
entitled . 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year 
ending  3]st  day  of  March,  1865. 

Was  taken  up.  The  first  item  was  adopt 
ed  without  change. 

The  second  item  was  on  motion  of  Mr. 
.liorehead,  amended  by  adding  thereto  the 
words  "and  one  thousand  dollars  for  house 
rent-" 

To  the  third  item  the  same  amendment 
was  oQered. 

Mr.  Blanks  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  iandry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Chapman, 
Couvillon,  Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulhouze 
Hargis,  Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge,  Jamison 
Jewell,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan, 
Mott,  Myers,  Morehead,  Osborn,  Peck 
Perkins,    Pitre,  Roubieu.— 24  yeas. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Berry,  Blanlvs,  Collins, 
Cotton,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Jack,  Joffrion 
Johnston  of  Rapides,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Miirrell, 
Newsom,  Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Tay- 
lor of  Uniop.  16  nays. 
So  the  amendment  was  adopted. 
The  same  amendment  was  offered  to  the 
■tth  item  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called 
resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas. — Me.'^srs.  Anderson,  of  Madison, 
Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  Barry,  Chapman, 
Collins.  Couvillon,  Dougherty,  Drake. 
Foulhouze,  Hargis,  Hawkins,  Head,  Helm, 
Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of 
Rapides.  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan 
Mayo,  Mott,  Myers,  Morehead,  Osborn, 
Peck,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Roubieu.    28  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  Cotton 
GriflQn,  Hodge,  Jack,  Lacy,  Murrell,  New- 
som, Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor 
of  Union.     12  nays. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  4th  item  was 
adopted. 

The  5th,  6th  and  7tli  items  were  adopted 
without  change. 

The  8th  item  was  amended  by  insertmg 
the  words  'two  thousand'  in  lieu  of  'twelve 
liundred.' 

The  9th  item  was  adopted  without 
•hange. 


The  10th  item  was  amended    by  adding 
••and  one  thousand  dollars  for  house  rent."' 
The  nth,  r2th,  13th  and  14th  were  acfop- 
ted  without  change. 

The  fiiteenth  was  increased  $500.  The 
]  Gih  was  increased  $300.  The  17th  was 
adopted  without  change.  The  18th  was 
reduced  to  $2000. 
The  19th  item  was  amended  by  adding 
and  one  thousand  dollars  for  house  rent," 
also  by  adding  "and  $2500  for  salary  of 
Chief  Clerk,  and  $2000  for  salary  of  Ass't. 
Clerk." 

Items  20.  21,  22,  23  and  24,  were  adopted 
without  change. 
Item  25  was  increased  to  $3500. 
Items  26.  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32  33,  34,  35, 
M,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47, 
48,  49,  50  and  51,  were  adopted  withoot 
change. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott.  an  item  of  $5000 
was  added  for  salary  of  the  Reporter  of  the 
Supreme  Court  for  1863  and  1864. 

Au  item  of  $1000  was  added  to  pay  ex- 
penses of  court-martial  at  Opelousas. 

Also  an  item,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Snider 
of  Bossier,  to  supply  the  difficiency  in  th« 
appropriation  made  under  an  act  entitled  : 
'•An  act  to  appropriate  $500,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  nece.  •^ary  to  pay 
for  the  hire  or  loss  of  slaves  or  other  pro- 
perty lost  by  death  or  otherwise,  while 
employed  on  the  public  works  within  the 
State,  and  approved  June  28,  1863, — Two 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  the  section  com- 
prising the  above  items  as  amended  and 
added  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  the  same  Representativ* 
the  2d  section  was  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  words  : 

"And  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws 
conflicting  with  the  provisions  of  this  act 
be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed." 

The  section  as  amended  was  adopted 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate  and  that 
body  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the 
House  except  the  addition  made  by  the 
House  to  section  second. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  the  House  receded 
from  said  amendment  and  the  bill  was  re- 
turned to  the  senate. 

The  House  bill  No.  74  entitled  : 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted   of   crimes    punishable 
with  hard  labor,  was  taken  up  and  the  Sen- 
ate's amendments  concurred  in. 

Mv.  Blanks  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  Mr.  Hodge 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Senate,  through  Oscar  Arroyo,  its 
Assistant  Secretary,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  concurred  in  the  fol- 
lowing entitled  House  bills: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  Pa  rish  of  DeSoto . 
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An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  ac   to  use  for  Government  purposes  timber  on 


cused  of  oflenees." 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly." 

An  act  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  Government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  (State  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  orrauting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernmeut  during  the  e.tisting  war  the  right 
10  use  for  Government  purposes  timber  on 
the  public  lands. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled : 

An  act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Sbreveport  or  other  places,  approved  June 
18th,  18G3.' 

An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu- 
facturing bureau  for  the  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  anddis 
ubled  soldiers. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  \Vm.  Robson,  of 
the  parish  of  Caddo 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  Parishes  of  the  State  east  of 
the  Jiississippi  ri\  <'r. 

An  act  for  the  roliof  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Alien  Flanagan,  deceased. 

An  act  for  ther  .;•  ;  of  Ellen  O.  Miller 
wife  of  G.  VV.  Miller,  deceased. 

Also  that  the  Senate  had  concurred  with 
amendments  to  the  following  entitled 
House  bilU 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  Judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  Dec,  18'il. 
An  act  fiu'  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard. 
Joint  Resolution  relative  to  claims 
against  the  Confederate  Government. 

An  asking  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
of  the  following  entitled  Senate  bills  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and  .State 
Tax  Collectors. 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  by  attorneys  at  law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

The  same  gentleman  informed  the  House 
that  the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate 
had  signed  the  following  entitled  enrolled 
House  bills,  to-wit ; 

'  An  act  relative  to  the  raachmery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Olin- 
iou,  La.' 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the 
State  to  purchase  wool  and  cotton  cards  for 
the  benefit  of  soldiers,  approved  20th  June 
18G3. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  is.niing  of  Treasury 
notes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers. 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment during  the  existing  war  the  right 


the  public  lands. 

.\n  act  to  ,  suspend  the  collection  of 
taxes. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled : 

An  act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Sbreveport  or  other  places,  approved  June 
ISth,  1863. 

Also  requesting  the  Speaker's  name  af- 
fixed to  the  following  entitled  Senate  en- 
rolled bil'is,  to  wit : 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard. 

An  act  to  change  the  term  of  holding 
court  ia  the  parish  of  Caddo,  10th  Judicial 
District. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Wheat, 
Sherif  of  the  parish  of  St.  Helena. 

An  ac  *o  authorize  E.  Hemenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josephine  Armstrong  as  his  le- 
gitimate heirs. 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  officers. 


BILLS  OUT  OF  THKIU  ORDER. 

On  motion  the  following  named  Repre- 
sentatives, leave  being  granted  and  the 
rules  being  suspended,  the  following  enti- 
tled bills  were  taken  up  and  severally  dis- 
posed of  a^  follows  : 
By  Mr.  Moreh-ad. 

An  act  to  provide  for   the   printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly.     The  amend- 
ments of  the  committee  adopted.    The  bill 
underwent  its  several  readings  and  was 
passed. 
By  Mr.  Taylor. 
(Senate  bill  entitled  : 
An  act  to  authorize  John  Ifoore,  tutor,  to 
remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  State,  was  concurred  in. 
By  Mr.  Lacy. 
Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  E.  Hemenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josephine   Armstrong  as  hi.'*  le- 
gitimate heirs,  concurred  in. 
By  Mr.  Newsom. 

An  act  for  the   relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  difterent   Parishes  of   the  State   east  of 
the  Mississippi  river.     Passed. 
ByJ/r.  Elam. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 
An  act  relative  to  Judicial  proceedings 
against  persons  in  the  milita'-y  or  naval 
service,  approved  21st,  Dec,  1861.  The 
House  refused  to  concur  in  Senate's  amend- 
ments. The  same  Representative  asked  for 
a  committee  of  conference.  Whereupon 
the  Speaker  pro  tem.  appointed  Messrs. 
Mott,  Snider,  Griffin.  Pressley  and  Foul- 
hoiiKe  on  said  committee,  and  on  motion. 
Mr.  Elam  was  added  to  said  committee.— 
The  Senate  being  informed,  agreed  to  the 
committee  of  conference,  and  appointed 
3fe.ssrs.  Texada.Pond  and  Lott.  Said  joint 
committee  of  conference  fail  ing  to  agree, 
and  the  House  being  notified  of  such  disa- 
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greement,  Mr.  Jlott  asked  for  a  free  con- 
ference, whereupon  the  Speaker  appointed 
Messrs.  J/ott,  Foulhouze,  Giiffia,  Snider  and 
Cotton.  The  Senate  being  informed  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Reeves,  Pond  and  Lott  on 
said  committee. 

By  Mr.  Robertson. 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 
The  rule  requiring  che  House  to  go  into 
committee  of  the  whole  was  suspended, 
and  the  bill  was  passed. 

By  Mr.  Hawkins. 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  a 
part  of  the  Free  School  Accumulating 
h  und  and  of  the  Levee  and  Drainage  Fund 
to  the  General  Fuud  as  a  loan,  approved 
20th  June,  1863,  and  for  the  re-transfer  of 
the  same.    Passed. 

By  Mr.  Gilmore. 

Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  change  the  term  of  holding 
court  in  the  parish  of  Caddo,  10th  Judicial 
District  concurred  in. 

Thejsame  Representative  had  permission 
to  withdraw  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Parnell  and 
Elizabeth  Parnell,  his  wife,  of  the' parish  of 
Caddo. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  fixing  the 
date  of  the  adjournment  sine  die  of  this 
General  Assembly  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
scinded, and  that  said  adjournment  be 
fixed  for  Saturday,  13th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock 
M. 

And  the  Senate  was  notified  accordingly. 

MESSSAGE    FROM   THE   GOVERNOR. 

A  message  was  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  through  Major  H.  M. 
Favrot  his  private  secretary,  informing  the 
House  that  he  had  approved  and  signed  the 
following  House  bills  : 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  at  Clin 
ton,  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  issuing  of  treasury 
notes. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  to  purchase  cot- 
ton and  wool  cards  for  the  benefit  of  the 
families  of  soldiers,  approved  June  20th, 
1863. 

POINT  OF  ORDER. 

_  On  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bos- 
sier to  the  general  appropriation  bill  ap- 
propriating $200,000  for  the  payment  of 
losses  of  slaves,  &c.,  the  following  point  of 
order  was  raised  by  Mr.  Kernan,  to-wit : 

Members  interested  in  the  bill  whose 
provisions  are  under  discussion,  cannot 
vote  on  the  same  under  the  rule  15.  The 
chair  decrees  the  point  of  order  not  well 
taken,  because  the  interest  of  members  is 
general  and  not  separate  and  distinct  as 
provided  in  the  15th  rule  of  the  House. 


And  for  the  further  reason  that  any  inter- 
est members  may  have  in  the  subject  mat- 
tar  of  the  bill  is  already  fixed  by  the  law 
under  which  the  property  lost  impresses, 
used  and  lost.  And  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration had  for  its  object  to  make  the  neces- 
sary appropriation  to  pry  for  the  liability 
of  the  State  already  fixed  by  prior  legislii- 
tiou. 

J.  B.  ELAM, 
Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Kernan  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  chair  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  resulted  as  fk.llows  : 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Anderson  ol  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Chap- 
man, Couvillon.  Drake,  Foulhouze,  Griffin. 
Hargis,  Head,  Helm,  Hodge.  Jack,  Jewell, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott. 
McEnery,  Myers,  Murri'U,  Morehead,  New- 
som,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Prcssley,  Rnubieu, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  and 
Taylor  of  Union. — 31  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Collius,  Cotton,  Gilmore, 
Gore,  Hawkins,  Jofi'rion,  Johnston  of  Ra- 
pides, Jami-on  and  Kernan. — 9  nays. 

So  the  ruling  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

On  motion  the  House  took  a  recess  until 
4  o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  reassembled  at  4  o'clock,  the 
call  of  the  roll  dispensed  with. 

The  Senate  through  VV.  F.  Wagner,  Esq.. 
its  Secretary,  requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  in  the  following  Senate  bills  : 

Joint  resolutions  relative  to  the  illegal 
organization  of  a  State  Government  by  the 
public  enemy. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  and  ofl'ences. 

Mr.  Head  called  up  House  bill  No.  133 
entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  the  act  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
iouisiana  to  press  into  the  service  of  the 
State  slaves  and  other  property  for  the 
public  defenses  of  the  State  during  the 
prCBent  war,  approved  January  1st,  1863, 
which  underwent  its  several  readings  and 
was  passed. 

SENATE   BILLS. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  taken 
up,  and  the  rules  being  suspended,  were 
disposed  of  severally  as  follows  : 

An  act  to  prohibit,  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removal  of  any  property  in  the  State  con- 
trary to  law.    Concurred  in. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J  Wheat, 
Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St  Helena.  Con- 
curred in. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Judges  of  the  5th 
and  6th  judicial  districts  to  hold  special 
courts  for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes.  Laid 
on  the  table  subject  to  call. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  the  laws  during  the  present  war. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Print 
ing. 
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An  act,  U)  coniii'iu  certain  claims  to  lapds 
commonly  called  ''  Rio  Hondo"  claims.— 
Ooncvirred  in. 

An  act  to  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasuiy.     Concurred  in. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Li- 
brarian.    Concurred  in. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  Engi- 
neer.    Concurred  in. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  joint  reso- 
lution relative  to  the  withdrawal  Irom  pub- 
lic sale  or  private  entry  or  location  all  the 
public  lands  of  this  State,  approved  June 
18th.  18(i3.  for  which  Mr.  Helm  asked  per- 
uiis^ion  to  introduce  House  bill  No.  l.'i.'S  as 
■a  substitute,  which  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  ta  le, and  the  original  bill  was  referred 
totbeconiniittce  on  Lands  and  Levees. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  au  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  suspend  all  existing  pre- 
icriptious,  approved  June  10th,  I8G3.  Post 
poudd  indefinitely. 

An  net  providing  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  journals  of  the  Senate 
»nd  Mouse  ot  Representatives,  the  rules 
requiring  that  the  House  go  into  Committee 
of  the  V\  hole  being  suspended,  the  bill  was 
concurred  in 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts 
of  spoliation  by  orticers  of  the  Confederate 
States  army.     Concurred  in. 

An  act  to  emancipa  «  William  H.  Brum- 
mett,  a  minor.     Concuired  in. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Collector  to  I'eceive  and  receipt  for 
taxes  Fas  of  the  Mississippi  Liver.  Con- 
cuned  in. 

An  act  relative  to  attachment  in  certain 
cases.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Jndiciary. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mo.inted  men  east  of  the  ilfis- 
iissippi  River.     Concurred  in. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C  Wingard. — ■ 
•Senate's  amendments  concurred  in. 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to 
attach  themselves  to  aay  military  company 
in  the  State  service.     Concinred  in. 

Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the  Gov- 
ernor to  rent  a  building  for  certain  State 
purposes.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Joint  Resolutions  relative  to  the  illegal 
organization  of  a  i'tate  Government  by  the 
piiblic  enemy.    Concurred  in. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  and  offenses.    Concurred  in. 

SKCOND   RKADFNGS. 

The  joint  resol'.ition  relative  4o  increas- 
ing the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the  service,  on  suspension 
<>f  the  rules  was  adopted. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  :    "  An 


committee  on  the  Judiciary  to   House  bill 
No  2f) 

Pending  which  motion  Mr  NewBom 
moved  that  bill  No.  8  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  re- 
sulted as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison. 
Chapman,  Uongherty.  Gore,  Hodge,  Jack, 
Lacy.  Mayo.  Newsom,  Pressley,  Taylor  of 
Union — II  jeas. 

Nays — Messrs  Anderson,  of  St.  Landry, 
l>any.  Pierry.  Blanks.  Cotton,  Couvillion, 
Foulhouze.  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Helm,  Jamison,  Joifrion,  John- 
ston of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville, 
Mutt,  Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Osborn, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll .    28  nays. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  wm 
lost. 

Mr.  Jiott's  motion  prevailiag  the  substi- 
tute bill  entitled  :  An  act  to  license  the 
distillation  of  alcoholic  liquors  was  reai 
and  on  motion  to  ado]it  the  1st  section  Mr- 
Newsom  called  for  the  yeas  and  nay  s  which 
resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson,  of  St.  iandry, 
Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Collins,  Cotton,  Cou- 
villon,Foulhouze.  Gore.  Griffin,  Hawkins, 
Head,  Helm,  Jamison,  Joffrion.  Johnston 
of  Rapides.  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Mott, 
Myers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Osborn,  Pitre, 
liobertson.  Snider  of  Bossier, — 25   yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison, 
Chapman,  Drake,  Hargis,  Hodge,  Jack, 
Lacy,  Mayo.  Newsom,  Perkins,  Pressley, 
Taylor  ofCarroll,  and  Taylor  of  Union.— 
14  nays. 

So  the  section  was  adopted. 

;0n  motion  of  Mr.  Capraan  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  February  10th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  9  o'clock. 

Present— The  Hon.  J.  B  Elam,  Speaker, 
and 

Messrs — Anderson  of  St.  Landry,  An- 
derson of  Madison,  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Cotton,  Couvillon,  Drake  Foulhouze,  Gil- 
more,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hawkins,  Head,  Hodge, 
Jack,  Jamison,  Jewell,  Joffrion.  Johnston 
of  Rapides,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy, 
McEnery,  iWyers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  New- 
som, Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Tay- 
lor of  Union.     36  Representatives. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith 
Post  Chaplain,  C.  S.  A. 

Thejournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Sena  e  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 


act    to    prohibit    the   distillation  of  grain., certain  crimes  and  offences,  was  on  motion 


•ugar,  molasses  or  cane  juice  into  spiritu 
ous  or  other  alcoholic  liquors,"  approved 
•June  20th,  I8()3,  wa.s  taken  up. 

Mr.  Mott    moved    to  take  up  in    lieu  of 


of  Mr.  Jack,  respectfully  mcalled  from  the 
•Senate  for  the  purpose  oi   reconsideration. 
The  bill  was  amended  on   motion  of  Mr. 
Griffin,  by  inserting  in  the  4th  line  after  the 


»«id    bill    the  lubstitute  reported  by  thel^ord  'war,'  the  words, '  with  intention  wil 
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fully  and  maliciously  to  subvert  the  Cen- 
federate  goverimieut  or  the  government  o'. 
this  .State,  or  to  excite  rebellion  against  the 
laws  and  authorities  of  the  same.' 

On  the  final  passajte  <•>(  the  bill  Mr.  Blanks 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  resulted 
as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Laadry. 
Anderson  of  i^/adison,  Barry,  Couvillion, 
Dougherty,  Drake,  Foulbouze,  Gilmorc 
Head.  Helm,  JoftVion,  Johnston  ol  Rapides 
Lacy,  Myers,  Newsom,  Osborn.  Peck,  Per- 
kins. Pitre,  Richardson,  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll.    22  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.    Berry,    Blanks,    Collin? 
Gore.  Griffin,  Hawkins.   Jack,  Johnston  ot 
Iberville.  Kernan,  Mayo,  McEnery,   More- 
head  and  Taylor  of  Union.     13  nays, 
So  the  bill  was  concurred  in. 
Mr.  Head  moved  that  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  yesterday  refused  to  lay  on   the 
table  the  Flouse  bill  No.  8,  entitled  : 

"  An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  grain,  sugar. 
molasses  or  cane  juice  into  spirituous  or 
other  alcoholic  liquors,"  approved  June 
20th,  181)3,  be  now  reconsidered,  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion,  which 
resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison, 
Chapman,  Drake,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Head 
Hodge.  Jack,  Joffrion,  Lacy,  Mayo,  McEn- 
ery. Newsora,  Prcssley.  Richardson,  Taylor 
of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Uuioa.    17  yeas. 

Nays — Me.ssrs.  Anderson  of  St.  iandry, 
Barry,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon,  Foul- 
bouze, Gilmore,  Gore,  Hawkins.  Helm, 
Jewell,  Johnston  of  Rapides,  Johnston  of 
Iberville,  Mye  s,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Os- 
born, Perkins,  Pitre,  Snider  of  Bossier.— 
21  nays. 
Se  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 
Mr.  Hargis  moved  that  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  yesterday  postponed  indefinitely 
the  bill  No.  146  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled :  An  act  to  suspend  all  existing  pre 
HCriptions,  approved  10th  June,  18(i3,  be 
now  leconsidered. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  hia  motion 
which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Barry,  Chapman,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon 
Drake,  Foulhouze,  Gore,  Griffin,  Hawkins 
Jack.  Jamison,  Jewell,  JofFrion,  Johnston 
of  Iberville,  Myers,  Morehead,  Perkins. 
Pitre,  Pressley,  Richardson.  Robertson, 
Roubieu,  Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Car 
roll.    27  yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Berry,  Blanks,  Hargis, 
Head,  Helm,  Lacy,  Mayo,  Murrell.  Newsom 
Osborn,  Taylor  of  Union.     11  nays. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hargia  was  laid  on 
the  table. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gilmore  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 


dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hen- by  allowed 
to  each  of  the  Enrolling  clerks  of  th« 
House,  said  amount  to  be  paid-  out  of  th« 
contingent  expense  fund  of  this  Hou.se. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hiindred 
dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  allowed 
1 1  the  Assi.^tant  Sergoant-a  -arms  of  thiB- 
House,  said  amount  to  be  paid  on  his  own 
warrant  out  of  the  contingent  e.\penses  ot 
llie  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott,  it  was  resolved,. 

That  the  chairman  ot  the  commitiee  on 
Enrolled  bills  be  allowed  the  s'lm  of  four 
ilollars  pi'r  day  during  this  session  in  com- 
pensation of  his  services,  payable  out  of 
ihe  contingent  funds  of  this  House,  ou  hi« 
own  wanaul. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Myers,  the  following 
resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolution  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the 
Chief  and  Assissant  clerks  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  that  in  a» 
much  as  the  State  officers  and  clerks  gen- 
erally have  had  their  silaries  increased, 
that  the  two  clerks  of  this  House  be  allow- 
ed the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  each, 
tor  house  rent,  payable  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  this  House. 

Mv.  Jamison,  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Banks  and  Banking,  made  the  following, 
report  which  was  adopted  : 

RHPORT. 

The  committee  ou  Banks  and  Banking. 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  destroy- 
ed by  fire,  in  the  Auditor's  office,  the  fol- 
lowing cau:elled  notes,  returned  by  tfa« 
Free  Banks  of  New  Orleans,  to-wit  : 

By  the  Union  Bank  of  Louisiana,  on* 
package  containb-g  $168,000.  Tea  pack- 
ages containing  $2J2,000.     $420,600. 

By  the  i¥echanics'&  Traders' Bank.  On* 
package  containins?  $206,960. 

By  the  Southern  Bank.  Three  package* 
containing   $141,785. 

By  the  descent  City  Bank.  Five  pack- 
ages containing  $44,000. 

By  the  Bank  of  America.  One  package 
containing  $127,000. 

By  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans.  One  pack- 
age containing  $220,780.  Eight  package! 
containing  $237,000.— $457,780. 

Total  amounts  of  notes  destroyed,  $1,- 
398,  125. 

The  notes  put  up  by  the  Bank  of  Amori- 
ca  were  in  such  miserable  condition,  that 
the  committee  had  great  trouble  to  couiit 
them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
SAM'L.  JAMISON, 

Chairman. 

Mr.  Taylor  ot  Carroll  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  two  hundred  dollars  each 
be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  this 
House  to  the  Rev.   Mr.  i/osely  and  R»^ 
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Mr.  Sia  th  for  services  d\rin;i:  thd    present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Mr.  (Jotton  moved  to  umeal  tUo  same  by 
inserting  'one  hiinJnHl  dollars,'  in  lieu  ol 
'two  hundred  d  liars,'  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  whicli  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas. —.Messrs.  Barry,  Berry,  Collins. 
Cotton.  CouvilloQ,  Dausherty,  Gore,  Grifiin. 
Hawkins.  ll(^ad,  ilodge.  Jack,  Joffrion. 
Johnston  of  tiapides.  Lacy,  M  ^yo.  J/cEnery 
vVfyers,  .Mnrndl,  .Morehead,  Osborn,  Perkins 
I'ressley.  lloubien,  Snider  of  Bo.ssier,  Tay- 
lor of  Union.     26  yeas. 

Nay.s — Me.ssrs.  Anderson  of  Sf.  Landry. 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Drake,  Fonlhouze. 
Gilmore,  Hargis,  .fanii-ion,  Johnston  ot 
Ibi'iry  lie,  New.som,  Pitre,  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll.  11  nays 

So  t\u'.  amendment  was  adopted  and  the 
resolution  asamend'-d  was  adopted. 
On  motion  of  Me.  Jolfrion  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  be  allowed  to  T.  D.  McOandless 
Journal  clerk  of  the  House,  for  bringing 
up  the  Journal  o-f  the  House  after  the  ad- 
journment, payable  out  of  the  contingent 
fund.J  on  the  warrant  of  the  clerk  of  the 
House,  after  the  completion  of  the  work. 

On  motion  of  the  .>-ame  Representative 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each  be  allowed  to  C.  L.  Mavor,  H. 
J^kollield  and  P.  A.  -Vtkinsou  in  full  com- 
pensation for  their  services  as  Assistant 
Enrolling  Clerks,  payable  on  their  own 
warrant  out  of  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  .Mott  presented  Joint  Re-olution  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  House  as  per  accounts 
therein  enumerated-     Adopted. 

Mr.  JortVion  on  behalf  of  the  Commit^w 
on  Enrollment  reported  as  correctly  enroll- 
ed House  bills  numbered  1  Ut.  74.  72,  1.5l» 
IU6,  i)9  105,  1()9  104,  130,  iJ7,  172,  78 
154,  129  21,50  and  1(36. 

Mr.  -Mott  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of 
Free  Conference  appointed  on  the  disagree 
ing  amendments  to  the  Hon.^e  bill  entitled: 
An  act  to  amend  au  act  eutit  ed  "  An  act 
relative  to    judicial    proceedings    against 
persons  in  the  militiry  or  naval   service,*' 
approved 21st  Deccml)er,  IStil, 
Reported  as  follows  : 
That  the  Senate  recedes  from  its  amend 
ment  to  tho    fir.-t  section    and   the    House 
agreeing  to  amend  the   Senate  amendment 
to  the  3d  section  by  ac]  'ing  the  word    •'  se- 
questration"' and  the  House  agreeing  to  all 
tae  other  ^Senate  amendments. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  agreed  to. 
The  Speaker  presented  the  following  re- 
port which  was  read  • 

KEJPOR'r   vh-  TUK    SUPREME  COURT    OP    I.OUIS- 
lAXA. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in    Gene 
r«l  .Assembly  convened : 
The  undersigned,  oa  behalf  of  the   Su 


jjrenie  Court  of  the  State,  makes  tlie  follow- 
ing report  in  regard  to  the  contingent  fund 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  said  Court,  viz  : 
Balauceon  hand  April  1st,  iau3,  $l()5*J  M 
18G3. 

May  :i9— Paid  I.  W.  Pickens, 
'Sheriff  of  the  Parish  of 
Cad'lo.  expenses  incurred 
on  trial  of  Habeas  Corpus 
case  -,  attendance,  stationary, 

SfC,  $  25  01) 

Sept.  3--T0T.  H.  Mor- 
ris   for    stationary, 

&c., 119  2.'> 

Oct.  12-  Eugene  Lesere 
Clerk  of  Supreme 
Court, 


Balance  January  30th, 
1664. 


370  50 
515  25 
544  14 


$10.i9  39  $10.' 9  :i9 
The  rent  of  the  Clerk's  offices  at  Monroe 
and  Alexandria  for  the  year  1863  are  still 
ujiaid. 

The  ordinary  appropriation  prior  to  the 
war  to  this  fund  was  $1500. 

The  present  year  there  will  be   some  ad- 
ditional e.vpenscsiu  providiug  blank  book.s, 
stationary  and  H.Ktures  for  the  Clerk's  of- 
fice at  Shrev. -port.     Should  the  Police  Jury 
if  the  Parish  of  Caddo  fail  to  place  a  room 
in  the  Court  Hou.se  at  the  disposal  of  the 
uprenie  Court  for  a  clerk's   office,  it  may 
be  necessary  to  rent  one  for  that   purpo-sV 
I  still    done    at    Monroe    and    Alex- 
andria. 
All  ol  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
E.  T.  MERRICK, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  La. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senakt 
through  Oscar    Arioyo,  Esq.,  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  infoimiag  the  .iouse  that  it  had 
concunedin  the  resohriou  of  the  House 
fixing   the    day  of    adjournment    with  an 
auK-n  Iment  as  follows  : 

Strike  out  in  the  7  aud  f^th  lines  "  Sat- 
urday the  i;.'th'"  aud  in.seri  instead  "Thurs- 
day the  11th  " 

The  Senate's  amendmeuf.  was  concuntd 
in 

BILI..S  OUT  OF  Tlir.IIi  HKGILAR  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  the  following  named  Rcp- 
re<eutativcs,  the  ndcs  being  suspended  and 
h  ive  granted,  the  tollowiug  entitled  billo 
were  taken  up  out  of  their  regular  otdri 
and  severally  disposed  of  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Worehead: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynurn, 
State  Printer. 

The  rule  requiring  the  House  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  6U8pend»>d 
and  the  bill  was  passed.  ' 

By  Mr.  Jack  :  (Senate  bill.) 

An  act  to  provide  for  th«  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  and  oft'ence?. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Griffin  was  amended  by 
inserting  afier  the  word  '•  war.'  tlie  words 
'  with  iuieution  willfully  and  maliciously  to 
Nubvert  the  Confederate  Government  or  t'le 
(xovernment  of  tliis  ttate  or  to  excite  re- 
bellion Hgiiinst  the  laws  and  authorities  of 
the  same. 

Mr.  Morehead  moved  that  the  bill  and 
amendments  be  laid  on  the  table  and  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  which  resulted  as 
tbllo^vs  : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Barry,  Berry,  Blanks, 
(Jriffin,  Hargis.  Hawkins.  Johnston  of  Iber- 
ville. iJ/ayo.  Murrell,  Morehead  Taylor  of 
I'niou.  1 1  yeas. 

Nays. — jUessrs.  Anderson  of  St.  iandry, 
Audei-son  of  Madison.  Chapman,  Couvil- 
lon,  Dougherty,  Drake,  FculLouze.  Gilmore, 
Head.  Jack,  Jewell,  Jolfrion.  Johnston  ol 
Kapides.  Lacy.  Mott.  J7yers.  Newsom,  O.s- 
born,  Peck,  i'ressley.  Richardson,  Snider 
of  Bossier,  and  Tajior  of  Carroll  —24  nays. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  wa.s 
lost  and  the  bill  as  amended  was  concurred 
iu. 

The  Senate's  amendments  to  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the   payment   of   the   ofScers, 
members  and  contingent  expenses   of  the 
General  Assembly,"  wtre  concurred  in 
By  Mr.  Head : 

Join  Resolution  to  pay  the  contingent 
expense  bills  of  the  House  as  follows  : 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and   Honse 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of    Louis- 
iana, in  General  Assembly  convened,  That 
the  following  amounts  be  and  the  f^ame  are 
hereby  appropriated    to   pay    the   contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Senate  and    House  of 
Representatives  at  the  Fast  Session  of  tlie 
Seventh  Legislature,   the  same  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  the  year  11^64. 
No.  J — Phelps  &  Co.,  as  per  vou- 
cher, three  hundred  and  eight 
dollars  $308  00 

No.  2 — T.  H.  Morris,  as   per  vou- 
cher, sixty-seven  dollars.  67  00 
No.  3 — G.  H.  Hubbard,  as  pervou- 

cher,  seventy-eight  dollars.  78  00 

No,  4 — Caddo  Gazette,  as  per  vou- 
cher, six  hundred  and  forty 
dollars.  640  00 

No.  5 — News,  as  per  voucher,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  six- 
teen 50-100  2616  50 
No.  6 — P.Smith,    as  per  voucher, 

seventy-five  dollars.  75  00 

No.  7 — P.  Smith,  as  per  voucher, 
two  hundred  and  I'ineiy  dol- 
lars. 290  00 
No.  S — Damplons,  as  per  voucher, 

forty  dollars.  40  00 

No.  9 — South-  Western,  as  per  vou- 
cher, one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  '      150  00 

N«.  10— J.  H.'Peralta,  as  per  vou- 
cher, seventy-one  6*1-100  dol- 
lars. 71  60 


No 


18  00 
40  00 
50  00 
35  00 
30  00 


11 — T.  H.  Morris,  six  doz  pen 
holders,  eighteen  dollars. 
No*  12 — Post  Office,  as  per   vou- 
cher, forty  dollars. 
No.  13 — Col.   Battle,   for  one    bu- 
reau, titty  dollars. 
Fo.  14— J.  \V  .  j\iahle.  as   per  Tou- 
cher, thirtj-five  dollars. 
No.   15 — News,    as    per   voucher, 
thirty  dollars. 
Joint  Resolution  to  pay   the  contingent 
exiiense  bills  of  theSenaie  weie  adop  ed. 

The  Semite's  amendments  to  the  bill  No. 
78.  entitled 

"  Joint  Resolution  requesting  our  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  in  i  ongress  tousw 
tbeir influence  upon  the  Confideiate  Gov- 
ernment to  send  an  officer  or  officeis.  Sfc-, 
to  pay  claims,  &c.,  against  the  Confederate 
Government"  were  concuired  in. 
By  Mr.  Jack. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  service  of  the  State  free  persons  of 
color.     Passed. 
By  Mr.  Morehead, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase of  the  <.'onfederate  government  the 
tithe  of  corn  and  other  prcduce  fur  the  use 
soldiers  faudlies.  Tiie  rules  were  suspend- 
ed, requiring  the  House  to  go  into  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  and  the  substitute  report- 
ed by  the  com. 1  ittee  on  Military  afl'airswas 
adopted  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Elam  offered  an  amendment  in  the 
form  of  an  additional  section. 

Mr.  Moiebead  moved  that  the  amend- 
ment be  laid  on  the  table,  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — iliessrs.  Collins,  Gore,  Hodge, 
Jewell,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Lacy,  Mur- 
rell,  Morehead,  Richardson  Ta^  lor  of  Union.. 
10  yeas. 

Nays—  Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  I.andry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Berry,  Blanks, 
Chapman,  Couvillon,  Drake,  Foulhouze, 
Giiffin,t!ead,  Jack,  Jamison.  Joffrion  John- 
ston of  Rapides,  Mayo,  Myers,  Newsom, 
Csborn,  Peck,  Pressley,  Snider  of  Bossier. 
24  nays. 

So  the  additional  section  offered  by  Mr. 
Elam  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  this  section  was 
further  amended. 

Mr.  Lead  moved  to  reconsider  the  votr-. 
by  which  the  5th  section  was  adopted,  and 
Mr.  Elam  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  resulted  as  follows  : 
Yeas — JA'ssrs  Anderson  of  St.  Landry. 
Andison  of  Madison,  Barry.  Berry,  Blanks, 
Chapman,  Foulhouze,  Gore,  Hawkins, 
Mayo,  Jami.'on.  Johnston  of  Rapides, 
Jiyers,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Presi-ley.     16  yeas. 

Kays— Messrs  Collins,  Drake,  Gilmore, 
Griflin,  Head,  Helm,  Jewell,  Joffrion, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan,  Lacy,  Mott, 
McEnery.  Morehead,  Newsom,  Osboia,  Sni- 
iJer  of  Bossier.     19  nays. 
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So  tlie  motion  to  recoiisiJer  jjievailed. 

Mr.  Head  moved  to  amend  the  oth  section 
by  inserting  the  words  '  or  State,'  after  the 
word  '  Confederate,'  on  which  motioa  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  called  and  resulted  as 
lollows : 

Yeas — Messrs  Berry,  Couvillion,  Drake, 
GriflSn,  Hawkins,  Head,  Jewell,  Joffrion, 
Johnston  of  Iberville,  Mott,  Lacy,  Murrell. 
Morehead,  O^born,  Newsom,  Snider  of 
Bossier,  Snider  of  Tensas,  Taylor  of  Car- 
roll, Taylor  of  Union.     17  yeas. 

Nays— Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Anderson  of  Madison,  Barry.  Berry,  Chap- 
man, Foulhouze,  Elam,  Jack,  Johnston  of 
Rapides.  Keniau,  Mayo,  Myers,  Perkins, 
Pitre,  Pressley.    10  nays. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  as  amendment  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  the  House  took  a 
recess  until  h;ilf  past  four  o'  clock. 

KVENINT,  SESSION. 

Upon  re-assembling  at  six  o'  clock,  the 
call  of  the  roll  was  dispensed  with. 

Mv.  Morehead  moved  that  the  clerk  be 
instructed  to  enter  on  the  journal  of  this 
day's  session  that  the  House  could  not  meet 
at4.i  r.  M.,  in  consequence  of  certain  par- 
ties having  taken  possession  of  the  hall  to 
make  public  speeches. 

The  motion  was  laid  on  the  tablel 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer,  being  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate  with  an  amendment,  the  bill  was 
taken  up,  and  the  Senate's  amendment  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and /State 
Tax  collectors,  was  concurred  in. 

The  bill  entitled : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
Town  constable  of  the  town  of  Opelousas, 
was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, taken  up  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled : 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  requesting 
our  congressmen  to  endeavor  to  have  re- 
pealed certain  exemption  laws,  was  laid  on 
the  table  subject  to  call. 

The  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  repeal  the  Militia  bill,  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee as  a  substitute  for  House  bill  No. 
S4  entitled  : 

"  An  act  to  license  the  distillation  of 
Alcoholic  liquors,"  was  resumed  in  its  reg- 
ular order. 

Mr.  Jack  moved  that  the  substitute  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  which  resulted  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Chapman,  Drake,  Griffin, 
Jack,  Lacy,  Mayo,  i/cEnery,  Newsom, 
Snider  of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor 
of  Union.     11  yeas. 

Nays — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry 
Barry,  Berry,  Collins,  Cotton,  Couvillon 


Foulhouze,  Gilmore,  Hawkins,  Helm,  Joff- 
rion, Johnston  of  Rapides,  Jamison,  Ker- 
nan,  iWott,  ifyers,  Murrell,  Morehead,  Per- 
kins aL.d  Pitre.    27  nays.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Griffin,  the  2d  section 
was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word  'to' 
in  the  fifth  line  and  inserting  the  words 
'  said  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  shall,' 
and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  the  3d  section 
was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
•  one' in  the  7  th  line  and  inserting  'five,' 
and  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  section 
the  words  '  for  liquors  distilled  from  any 
other  articles  than  grain,  and  $10,000  for 
license  to  distill  liquor  from  grain."  The 
section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  4th,  5th,  (ith,  7th,  8th,  and  Jfh  sec- 
tions were  successively  adopted,  and  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Mott  that  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for, 
which  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Barry.  Collins, Cotton,  Couvillon  Foulhouze, 
Gilmore,  Gore,  Hawkins,  Helm.  Jamison, 
Johnston  of  Rapides,  Keman,  Myers,  Mur- 
rell. Morehead,  Perkins,  Pitre,  Richardson, 
20  yeas. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Berry,  Chapman,  Drake, 
Griffin,  Head,  Jack,  Joffrion,  Lacy,  Mayo, 
McEnery,  Newsom,  pressley.  Snider  of  Bos- 
sier, Taylor  of  Carroll,  Taylor  of  Union.— 
15  nays. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  issue  change  Treasury  notes,  un- 
derwent its  several  readings  and  was  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kernan  the  House  bill 
No.  88  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  Par- 
ishes East  ot  the  Mississippi  river  to  take 
and  file  the  affidavit  required  by  the  act 
entitled  :  An  act  relative  to  proceedings  in 
coiu:tsof  justice  in  this  State,  approved 
June  19th,  1853,  was  taken  up  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Snider  of  Bossier,  the 
House  bill  No.  143,  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  third 
section  of  an  act  entitled  :  An  act  to  pro- 
vide a  revenue  and  the  manner  of  collect- 
ing the  same,  approved  March  15th,  1855, 
was  taken  up. 

The  3d  item,  1st  section,  was  amended  by 
inserting  the  words  '  boarding  schools  ex- 
cepted' at  the  end  of  the  first  line. 

The  4th  line  was  amended  by  inserting 
in  the  3d  line  after  the  word  "  family"  the 
word  "  three"  in  lieu  of  the  word  '  one,' 
striking  out  the  words  '  and  fifty'  in  the 
same  line,  and  inserting  the  words  '  one 
hundred'  in  lieu  of  the  word  '  thirty'  in  the 
4th  line. 

The  1st  section  as  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  second  section  was  adopted. 


12 


JuLR.VAL    OK    THK 


The  bill  entitled  :  Legislation  on  private  claims  fur  injuries 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  N.  Scopini  and  sustained  by  the  military  authorities,  should 

Francis  Lattier,  was  on  motion  of  iir.  Grif-  be  deferred  till  the  war  is  over.     Thousands 


fin,  laid  on  the  table  subject  to  call. 

MESSAGE    FROM  THE    GOVERNOR. 

The  Governor,  through  Maj.  H.  M.  Fav- 
rot,  his  private  Secretary,  informed  the 
House  that  he  had  approved  and  signed 
the  following  entitled  House  bills  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elleu  0  Miller, 
wife  of  C.  VV.  Miller  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  Parishes  of  the^  State,  East  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  VVm.  R  bson,  of 
the  parish  of  Caddo. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize  a  session  of   th 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holdeu  in  the   city  of 
(Shreveport  or  other  places,  approved  June 
18th.  18i3. 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  gov 
prnment  during  the  existing  war  the  right 
to  use  for  government  purposes,  timber  on 
the  public  lands. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers. 

An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  ac- 
cused of  offences. 

An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu 
facturing  bureau  for  the  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos.  J.  Williams 
late  Sheiitf  of  the  Parish  of  DeSoto. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  claims  against 
the  Confederate  government. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap 
point  a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second  Ju- 
dicial District. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  General  A.ssembly. 

An  act  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

The  same  gentleman  returned  to  the 
House  without  the  signature  of  the  govern- 
or, the  House  bill  entitled  : 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard," 
accompanied  with  the   following  message  : 
EXECUTIVE  OFFICE. 
Shreveport,  La.,  Feb.  10th,  1864. 
To  the  Honorable  tlie  Speaker 

of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives. 

Sir  :— I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  the 
House  without  my  s  gnature.  '•  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard,"  for  the  follow 
ing  reasons,  to  wit  : 

_  The  passage  of  this  act  draw.-;  a  distinc- 
*tion  in  favor  of  this  claimant,  against  a 
flarge  number  of  others  of  equal  lusrit.— 


of  our  fellow-citizens  have  had  their  barns 
and  store  houses,  their  gins  and  cotton  and 
corn  destroyed  by  military  necessity  ;  they 
do  not  expect  to  obtain  redress  till  the  war 
is  ended.  Hundreds  have  claims  against 
the  State  of  a  ])ressing  nature.  Many  poor 
men  have  furnished  arms  to  the  State  and 
are  yet  unpaid.  Shall  we  open  the  door  to 
these  claims  now?  1  hope  not.  I  therefore 
respectfully  suggest  that  all  claims  of  ihia 
kind  against  the  State  be  deferred  till  peace 
is  declared,  and  then  let  Commissioners  be 
appointed  with  full  power  to  adjust  them 
in  on  equitable  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 
HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Gov.  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Mott  moved  that  the  vote 
of  the  House  be  taken   on   the  passage   of 
aid  bill  by  the  requisite  constitutional  ma- 
jority. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
taken  resulted  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Zandry, 
Anderson,  of  Madison,  Chapman,  Hawkins, 
Jack,  Jewell,  Johnston  of  Iberville,  Kernan, 
Morehead.     9    yeas. 

Nays — Me.ssrs.  Anderson  of  St.  Landry, 
Barry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman,  Couvillon, 
Foulhouze.Gilmore,  Grifiin,  Head,  Joffrion, 
Johnston  of  Rapides.  Xacy,  Mayo,  Myers, 
Murrell,  Mott,  Newsom,  Osboru,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre.  Pressley.  Snider  of  Bossier, 
Taylor  of  Carroll,  aud  Taylor  of  Union.— 
26  nays. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  Ssnate  through  Oscar  Arroyo,  Esq., 
its  assistant  secretary,  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  had  concurred  iu  the  follow- 
ing entitled  House  bills  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  persons  of  color. 

An  act  to  establish  a    State   Laboratory. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  4th, 
7th,,8th,  and  9th  .sections  of  an  act  providing 
for  runaway  slaves  and  establishing  a  gen- 
eral depot  for  the  same,  approved  March 
I9th,  1857. 

And  that  they  had  also  concurred  with 
an  amendment  in  House  bill  No.  108  enti- 
tled : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer. 

Also  requesting  the  signature  of  the 
."Speaker  affixed  to  the  hereinafter  named 
Senate  enrolled  bills,  to-vvit  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  collector  to  receive  aud  receipt  for 
laxes  East  of  ihe  Mississippi  river. 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  th3  journals  of  tha  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

Jo. nt  resolutions  relative  to  the  illegal 
organization  of  a  State  government  by  the 
public  enemy. 
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Aq  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to 
attach  themselves  to  any  military  company 
in  the  State  service. 

An  act  to  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasury. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  lands 
■commonly  called  Rio  Hondo  claims. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removal  of  any  property  in  the  State  con- 
trary to  law. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts  of 
spoliation  by  officers  of  the  Confederate 
■States  Army. 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brum 
mitt,  a  minor. 

An  act  to  authorize  tie  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men  East  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

An  act  makini?  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year 
•ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  ISGj. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  o( 
certain  crimes  and  offences. 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  by  Attornies  at  law  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

The  same  gentleman  informed  the  House 
that  the  President  ol  the  Senate  had  affixed 
Lis  signature  to  the  following  entitled 
House  enrolled  bills,  to-wit  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  persons  of  color. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
sons in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  Dec,  18G1. 
Joint  resolutions  relative  to  claims  against 
the  Confederate  government. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  punishable 
with  hard  labor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  Parishes  of  the  State  East  of 
the  Mississippi  liver. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J,  Williams, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  Parish  of  D'Soto. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  O.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  \V.  Miller  deceased. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  p:  inting  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  session 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  wife  of 
Allen  Flanagan  deceased. 

An  act  for  die  relief  of  J. «'.  Wingard. 

An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons  ac 
oused  of  offences. 
An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 

An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu 
f  actuiing  Bureau  for  the  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Robson  of 
the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

*  An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap 
point  a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second  judl 
cial  district. 


7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections  of  an  act  providing 
for  runaway  slaves,  and  establishing  a  gen- 
eral depot  for  the  same.  Approved  March 
I7th,  1857. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
members,  officers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  Senate  through  W  F  Wagner,  Esq, 
its  secretary,  notified  the  House  that  tliu 
Senate  had  concurred  in  House  bill  No,  9.s 
entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the 
State  to  purchase  of  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernme'it  or  other  parties  of  the  tithe  of  corn 
and  other  produce  for  the  use  of  soldiers 
families. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Helm,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  morning  at  'J 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  11th,  1864. 

The  House  met  at  9  o'clock. 

Present — The  Hon.  J.  B  Elam,  Speaker, 
in  the  chair. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was,  on  motion,  dis- 
pensed with. 

Prayer  was  oflFered  by  the  Rev  Mr. 
Mosely,  of  Shreveport. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Mv  Joffrion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  uinety.six  dollars  be  paid  to  J  F 
Barthclemy,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  Parish  of  Orleans  ; 
the  same  being  for  his  per  diem  pay  and 
mileage  at  the  last  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  begun  and  held  at  Shreveport, 
May  4th,  18(i3,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent funds  of  the  House  on  his  own  war- 
rant. 

Mr.  Gilmorc  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  without  previous  notice  the  fol- 
lowing entitled  bill  : 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J  Guice,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto,  to  adopt  the  minors 
Georg'3  W  Guice  and  Martha  M  Jordan,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

The  rules  being  suspended  the  eanie"un- 
derwent  its  several  readings  and  was  pass- 
ed. 

Mr  Jack  presented  the  following  Joint 
Resolutions  : 

RESOLUTIONS   or  THANKS. 

1st.  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  this 
Legislature,  and  through  it  the  people  of 
the  .State,  do  hereby  most  gratefully  ten- 
der their  thanks  to  the  brave  soldiers,  both 
officers  and  privates,  of  the  State  of  iouis- 
iana  for  that  endurance,  valor  and  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  to  the  cause  of  their 
country  which  they  have  displayed  in  every 


An  act  Establishing  rules  and  articles  for  campaign  and  on  every  battle-field, 
the  government  of  the  army  and  militia  ofj     2d,    Resolved,   &.c,  That    this    Legisla- 
the  State  of  Zouisiana  iture,  and  through   it   the  people    of  this 

An  act  to  amend  and   ro-onact    tlia  4th, 'State,  sincerely  lamenting  the   loss  of  the 
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gallant  dead,  do  hereby  tender  their  cor- 
dial sympathies  and  support  to  the  be- 
reaved ones  whom  they  have  left  among 
us. 

3d.  Eesolred,  That  so  long  as  the  State 
of  Louisiana  has  one  dollar  in  her  Trea- 
sury, she  will  assist,  protect  and  support 
them. 

4:th.  Resolved,  That  a  ocpy  of  these  res- 
olutions be  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  ot 
State  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  dif- 
ferent Regiments  and  Battalions  of  Louis- 
iana Troops  with  the  request  that  they  be 
communicated  to  their  respective  com- 
mands. 

The  said  Joint  Resolutions  underwent 
their  several  readings  and  were  adopted. 

Mr  Joffrion.  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  en- 
rolled the  following  House  bills,  Nos.  108, 
98,  174,  88  and  175. 

Mr  Joflfrion  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  House  bill  No.  100. 

Mr  Newsom  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdrew  House  bill  No.  DO. 

Mr  Mott  also  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  House  bills  Nos.  148  and  109. 

Mr  Mott,  on  behalf  of  the  Finance  com- 
mittee, on  account  of  the  hour  of  final  ad- 
journment having  arrived,  reported  with- 
out action  on  a  memorial  relative  to  the 
collection  of  taxes,  a  resolution  relative  to 
the  amount  of  State  currency,  and  House 
bill  No.  14&. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Joffrion  it  was 

Resolved.  That  the  thanks  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon  J  B  Elam. 
Speaker  of  the  House,  for  the  able,  urbane, 
courteous  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of 
this  body. 

The  Speaker  rose  and  said  :  (Hon  E  F 
Morehead,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  am  profoundly  impressed 
by  the  compliment  paid  me  in  the  resolu- 
tion just  passed.  The  members  of  the 
House  selected  me  as  their  presiding  officer 
without  opposition;  without  any  special  ac- 
quaintance with  parliamentary  rules.  I 
have  endeavored  to  familiarize  myself  with 
the  order  of  business  so  as  to  enable  the 
House  to  dispose  of  it  with  reasonable  dis- 
patch. And,  above  all,  I  have  endeavored 
to  hold  the  scales  evenly  and  do  equal  and 
impartial  justice  between  the  members  on 
this  floor.  I  hope,  gentlemen,  that  the 
next  session  of  this  General  Assembly  may 
meet  under  happier  auspices ;  that  the 
clouds  that  envelope  our  political  horizon 
may  be  dispersed,  and  the  blessings  of 
peace,  liberty  and  independence  be  se- 
cured. 

The  Senate  through  W  F.  Wagner,  Esq., 
its  Secretary,  informed  the  House  that  the 
Senate  had  concurred  in  the  following 
House  bills : 

An  act  to  authorize   litigants  in  the  Par- 


ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  River  to  take 
and  file  the  atBdavit  required  by  the  act 
entitled  '•  An  act  relative  to  proceedings  in 
Courts  of  Justice  in  this  State,"  approved 
June  19th,  l8o3. 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice, 
of  the  Parish  of  DeSoto.  to  adopt  the  minors 
George  W  Guice  and  Martha  M  Jordan,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto,  and 

Resolutions  of  Thanks,  &c. 

The  s;:me  gentleman  requested  the  sig- 
nature of  the  Speaker  to  Senate  enrolled 
bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  tb^j- 
State  to  issue  change  Treasury  notes. 

And  announced  that  the  President  of  the 
Senate  had  signed  the  following  House  en- 
rolled bills  : 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants,  etc.,  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river  to  take  and  file  affida- 
vits, &c. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  outhorities  or 
with  other  parties  for  the  issuing  of  provi- 
sions, etc. 

An  act  fur  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer. 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice,  of 
the  Parish  of  DeSoto,  to  adopt  the  minors 
George  W.  Guice  and  Martha  M.  Jordan, 
of  the  parish  of  DeSoto,  and 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Louisiana  sol- 
diers. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

The  House  was  informed  by  His  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  through  Maj  H  M 
Favrot,  his  private  secretary,  that  he  had 
approved  and  signed  the  following  House 
bilU  : 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  Par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  make 
and  file  the  affidavit  required  by  tlie  act 
entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  proceedings  in 
Courts  of  Justice  in  this  State,"  approved 
June  19th,  1863. 

Resolutions  of  thanks. 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J  Guice  to 
adopt  the  minors  George  \V  Guice  and 
Martha  M  Jordan,  of  the  Parish  of  DeSoto. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  Slate  service  free  persons  ot  color. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  4th, 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections  of  an  act  provid- 
ing for  runaway  slaves  and  establishing  a 
General  Depot  for  the  same,  approved 
March  the  19th,  1857. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service," 
approved  21st  December,  A  D.  1861. 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  laboratory. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  authorities  *for 
the  issuing  of  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ries to  the  families  of  persona  in  the  milita- 
ry or  naval  service. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynunni; 
State  printer. 
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The  Senate  requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  in  the  followinpr  Joint  Resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Committee  of 
three  racmbprs  of  the  Senate  and mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  be 
appointed  to  w^ait  ou  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  to  inform  him  that  the  Legisla- 
ture is  now  reariy  to  adjourn  sine,  die  and 
to  inquire  whether  he  has  any  further  com- 
munications to  make  to  the  Lcfjislature. 

And  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  appointed  on  said  committee  Senators 
Moore,  Reeves  and  Lott. 

The  House  concurring,  filled  the  blank 
with  the  word  'five." 

Whereupon  the  .Speaker  appointed  on 
aaid  committee,  Messns.  Mott.  Jamison, 
Foulbouze,  Snider  of  Bossier,  and  Head. 


The  committee,  through  Mr.  Jtfbtt  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty 
assigned  to  them  and  that  the  Governor 
had  informed  them  that  he  had  only  two 
bills  to  examine  for  approval  and  signing 

The  House  being  notified  that  said  bills 
had  been  signed,  and  that  the  hour  of  12M. 
having  arrived,  on  motion  of  31v.  Mott,  th« 
Clerk  of  the  Honse  was  directed  to  inform 
the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives was  now  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

That  duty  being  performed,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Morehead.  the  House  adjourned 
sine  die. 

E.W.  HALiSEY, 
Assistant  Clerk  of  the  House 

of  RepresentativM 
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Monday.  Januavy  IFtb.  1564. 

This  bcinp  iho  fliiid  Monday  <  f.Jnm  a»Y 
"the  day  set  apart  by  an  Art  of  the  1  egis  ii- 
tiire.  cntit'cd  '■  An  act  fixing  1  c  tin  e  (' 
the  annual  pension  oCllie  l.egislaluit'."  a) 
proved  June  Itiib.  UCiS.  ti  r  tbe  am  uhI 
meeting  of  tbe  Cc  neial  As^emb'y.  ;hc  Sen- 
atois  assem  ltd  at  tbe  Touit  House  cf  tl  e 
Parish  of  Caddo,  in  the  Town  of  Mmve- 
port,  at  12  o'clock.  M.,  and  wore  called  to 
«rder  by  Mr.  John  Moore,  of  8t.  Maitin 
who  called  Mr.  'I  lionias  H.  \\  eigbtuinn,  of 
Ascension  to  the  Chair. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  the  following  Sena 
lor«  ai'swered  to  their  names,  tn-wit: 

Mr.  Hiram  R.  Lott  n  piesenfing  the  Dis 
trict  composed  of  the  Parishes  of  Carroll 
«nd  Franklin. 

Mr.  James  W  McDonald  repreceniing  the 
iDistrict  composed  of  the  Parii>h  of  Clai- 
borne. 

Mr.  John  Moore  representing  the  Disti  id 
«omposed  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  Martin  and 
Termillion. 

Mr.  L  Vincent  Reeves  representing  the 
District  composed  of  the  Parishes  of  Ten- 
sas. Madison  and  Concordia. 

Mr.  William  H.  Rogers  representing  the 
District  composed  of  the  Paiishes  of  Cata- 
tonia, Caldwell  and  Winn. 

Jir.  James  C.  Weaks  representing  the 
District  composed  of  the  Parishes  of  More 
-ikouse  and  Ouncbita 

Mr.  Thomas  H.  Weigbtman  representing 
tb*  District  composed  of  the  Parishes  ot 
A8cen.sion.  Assumption  and  Terrebonne. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  J/oore.  the  oath  of  of- 
fice was  administered  to  Messrs.  Lott.  Mc- 
Donald. Moore,  lit  eves.  Rogers  and  Weaks, 
Senators  elect  tVom  ihe  above  Senatorial 
Diatiicis  and  they  took  their  seats  a<  such 

On  motion  by  Mr.  .A7ooie,  the  Senate  a^- 
^joumed  until  to  morrow  at  \2  o'clock,  m 


Presf  nt— Mr.  Thomas  U.  Weightman  "ic 
the  ( hair, 

Mf.'.srs.  Abiuy,  Butler.  Cliirk,  Lott..Mc- 
Pi  I  !ikl  J  coie.  Peeves,  Rogers,  Texada 
ard  W'«aks.     11  Senators. 

niejciunal  of  yesteiday  was  read  and 
;ippi<  ved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  tbe  oath  of  of- 
fice was  administered  by  the  Chairman  te 
^  r.  A.  A.  Abney,  Scna'or  elect  Inm  the 
Disiii(  t  conlpo^e(l  of  the  Parishe.'s  of  Bos- 
.«ierand  Bienville,  and  to  A.  r.  Samuel  Clark, 
Senator  from  the  District  composed  of  the 
Parishes  of  DeSoto,  Caddo,  Natthitochei 
and  Sabine. 

On  trotion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  ealh  F«- 
quiied  by  the  Act  of  tbe  Slate  Legislature 
entitled  "An  act  prescribing  an  additional 
oath,  to  be  taken  by  the Staie.District. Par- 
ish and  Municipal  ofificers."  approved  June 
th.  1S6H,  was  administered  by  J/r.  JWoore, 
Sonator  from  St.  Martin,  to  Messrs.  Butler 
of  Natchitoches,  Texada  of  Rapides  .and 
Weifibtman  of  Ascension. 

On  nioiion  by  Mr.  Moore,  ordered  that  » 
committee  of  three  members  be  appointed 
by  the  '  hair  in  order  to  inquire  who  are 
elected  Senators,  and  whether  there  is  a 
quorum  pi  esent,  and  that  the  Committee 
>hould  as  far  as  practicable,  be  composed 
of  .Members  of  the  .Seuate  holding  over. 

Whereupon  the. Chair  appointed  Messrs. 
Texada,  Butler  and  Abney,  on  said  .com- 
iiiittee. 

On  motion  by  3It.  Clark,  the  Senate  ad 
journed  uutil  to-morrow  at  lii  o'clock,  M. 


ToESDAY,  January  19th,  1864. 
The    Senate   mot  pursuant  to    adjourn 
-ment. 


Wednesday,  January  20th,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn 
ment. 

Present — Mr.  Thomas  H.  Weightmaain 
the  chair. 

J/essis.  Abaey.  Butler, Clark,  Gray,  Lott. 
.iVcDiinald,  Moore,  Reeves, Rogers,  Texada 
and  Weaks.     12  Senators. 

'J  he  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
api>roved. 

On  motion  by  Air.  Moore,  the  OAth  t» 
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quired  by  the  Act  of  the  State  Lpg:is!aturp 
eutitlid'- Au  act  piescribiuo:  an  aildiiioiial 
oath,  t:  be  taken  by  the  State.  Di-tiict, 
Palish  and  Municipil  officers,"  ap!)r()ved 
JuneOtli.  lyfilj,  was  adaiiuis  ered  by  tlie 
Ghainnau  to  A  .M  Gray.  8cnatin-  fronn  tho 
Parjsliesof  Avoyclies.  West  Feliciane  and 
Fointe  Coupee. 

KLECTION'  OF  OFFICEItS. 
On  motion    by  Mr.    Texada.    the  Sena.te 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a   Pre-ideu  fo 
tho  tiuie  beins.  and 

He  nominated  Mr  John  Moore  o 'St  Mar- 
tin, for  that  office. 

0.1  a  call  of  t'le  roll  the  following  wa-^ 
the  result  of  the  vote,  to  wit : 

Meisr.s.  Abney,  B:itlcr  Clark.  Lot t.  Mc- 
Donald. Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Weight- 
man  and  Weaks. 

Mr  Moore  voted  f  >r  Mr  T  II  Weightman 
II  Senators  voted  for  Mr  Moore. 

Mr.  Mo!)ro  having  obtained  the  majority 
of  tho  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elect 
ed  President  for  the  time  being  of  the  (Sen- 
ate. 

Whereupon  he  was  qualified    by   takin 
the  oaih  of  office,  which  was   administered 
to  him  by  the  Chairman,  and  ho  took  the 
chair. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  o! 
its  Secretary. 

Mr  Weigiilmaa  nominated  Mr  William  F 
Wagner. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  the  following  was 
the  result  of  the  vote,  to-wit : 

Mr.  Moore.  Pre.sident  pro  tem. —  Abney. 
Butler,  Clark.  Gray,  Lott.  Reeves,  Rogers. 
Texada,  Weaks  and  Weightman. 

12  Senators  voted  for  Mr.  Wagner,  who 
having  obtained  the  unanimous  vole  of  the 
Senator-!  present,  was  declared  duly  elect 
ed  Secretary  of  the  Senate  for  the  term  oi 
two  years. 

He  was  qualified  by  taking  the  oath  ol 
ofiSce,  which  was  administered  to  him  by 
the  President  pro  tem. 

The  Senate  jtroceeded  to  the  election  ol 
its  Ass  slant  Secretary. 
Mr.  Butler  nominated  O.scar  Arroyo. 
On  a  call   of  the   roll  the  following  was 
the  Fesull  of  the  vote,  to  wit : 

Mr.  Moore,  President  pro   tem— Abney. 
Butler,  Clark,  Gray.  Lott  McDonald.  ReeTC? 
Rogers,  Texada,  Weaks  and  Weightman:. 
12'Senators  voted  for  Mr.  Arroyo. 
Who,    having    obtained  the    unaniraou 
vote  of  the  Senators  present,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Sen 
ate  for  the  term- of  two  years. 

He  was  qualified  by  taking  the  oath  of 
ofiBcp,  which  was  aBtainisered  to  him  by 
the  President  pro  tem. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to-  the  election  ol 
its  Sergeant  at  Arms. 
Mr.  Butler  nominated  Mr.  D  E  Grove. 
On  a  call  of  the  roll  the   following  was 
the,  result  of  the  vole,  to  wit : 


Mr.  Moore.  President  pro  tem— Abney, 
Butler.  (}lavk.  Gray,  Loit.  McDonald, 
1  Jeeves.  Rcger.s,  Texa^la,  Weaks  and 
Weightman. 

r.i  Senators  voted  ft.r  (»rove. 

Who.    havinu;    received    the   unanimoui 


vote  of  the  S"i  ator>  r.resent,  was  declared 
ilnly  .-lecte  1  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Senate 
for  "the  term  i;f  two  vears  and 

lie  was  qu  ilified  by  taking  the  oath  of 
office,  which  w.is  administered  to  him  by 
the  I 'resident  pro  tem 

On  motion  ot  Mr  Texada 

Mr  Sidney  Kerley  was  nnansmously 
elected  I'age  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Me.  Weaks.  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Rep- 
re.sentatives  of  this  organization  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  that  ilwa^  ready  to  proceed  to 
bu>ine-^s. 

Mr  Te.xada.  on  behalf  of  the  select  com 
mittee;  appointed  on  yesterday  in  order  to 
inquire  who  are  elected  Senators,  and 
whether  there  is  a  qnorma  present.  statetT 
tlii't  since  the  adjournment  over,  Mr  Gray  , 
of  .\voyelles,  liad  a.-rived.  and  that  there 
was  no  doubt  that  there  was  a  quorum  pres- 
■nt,  and  /herelbre  beg  leave  to  be  discharg- 
rom  the  iiiriher  consideration  of  the  sub 
ject,  which  way  "granted. 

Mr.  Weaks  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
c  uisent  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  'J  hat  the  Clergy  of  Shreveport 
be  requested  to  open  the  session  of  tUa 
Senate  with  prayer,  every  morning. 

MESSAGE  KIIO-M  THE  UOUSK. 

By  a  message  from  the  Hotise,  througli. 
S  W  HaKsey.  its  Assistant  Clerk,  the  Sea» 
ite  was  informed  that  the  House  of  Reprc 
;entatives  had  effected  its  organization  by 
iho  election  of  Mr.  J  B  Elam  of  DeSoto,  as 
.Speaker,  A  Isa:ic3on,  as  Clerk,  W  Ilalsey  , 
IS  ils  As.siKtanl  Clerk,  and  that  it  was  ready 
to  i)roceed  to  business. 

He  also  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  a  resolution  fixing  this  day,  at  2 
o'clock,  p  m,  for  comiting  the  votes  cast  at 
the  last  general  election  for  Governor , 
Lieut  Governor  and  other  State  officers. 

UraOLUTlON. 

Mr  Clark  submitted  tho  following  joint 
resolution  which  underwent  its  eeveriii 
readings,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  two 
members  on  the  part  of  tlie  Senate,  and  — 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
he  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  . 
the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that  a  quo- 
rum b'f  the  General  Assembly  had  met,  and 
that  the  iegislature  was  ready  to  receive 
any  communications  he  might  be  pleased 
14)  make. 

Tho  President  appointed  il/essrs.  Clark 
and  Texada  on  the  eoramittee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  Secretary 
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was  directed  to  request  the  coacurrcace  of  sury  Note  cease  as  soon  as  practicable 


the  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lett,  the  rules  adopt- 
ed tor  the  government  of  the  Sen:Ue  at  the 
Fession,  were  adopted  as  the  standing  rule? 
of  the  Senate 

On  motion  by  Ih:  Weiijhtman,  the  7th, 
1  Ith  and  lUth  item.-5  of  the  33d  rules,  were 
<lispeased  with  for  the  present  session. 

MKSSAGK    KitOM  THK   UOUSE. 

By  a  message  from  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  throii;ru  Mr.  Isaacson,  its  «;ierk, 
the  8enaie  was  informed  that  the  House  had 
concurred  in  Hie  Senate's  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses,  to  wait  en  his  Excellency,  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

That  the  Speaker  had  appointed  Messrs. 
Ander.son,  of  St.  Landry,  Anderson,  of 
iladison.  and  Jaclc  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  floiise. 

The  House  Committee  having  met  the 
Senate  committee,  proceeded  to  the  per- 
lormance  of  their  duty. 

Subsequently  -Mr.  Clark  on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  had  waited  on  his  excellency, 
T.  0.  Moore,  Governor  of  the  (S'tate,  and 
that  he  informed  the  committee  that  he 
would  soon  communicate  in  writing  to  the 
Legi.slatnre. 

Mr.  J.  Hamilton  Hardy,  special  messen- 
ger of  the  Governor,  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  the  Senate,  and  delivered  on  the  part  of 


hi.s  E.xcellency  tho 
message. 


Governor,  the  following 


Uentlemen  of  the  Spnatcand 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  am  enabled  to  state  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  State  during 
the  past  year,  the  details  of  wliich  will  be 
found  in  the  Reports  of  the  Auditor  and 
Treasurer.  The  receipts  from  all  sources 
amount  to  s^ix  million  seven  hundred  and 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  dollars  and  five  cents.  The  expendi- 
tures have  been  two  million  .six  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

The  expenses  of  the  State  Government, 
both  military  and  civil,  have  been  mainly 
defrayed  by  the  issue  of  Treasury  Notes. 
la  consequence  of  the  Acts  suspending  the 
compulsory  collection  of  taxes,  no  part  of 
the  ordinary  revenue  ot  the  State  has  been 
exigible  for  her  expenditures.  These  taxas. 
which  must  ultimately  be  paid,  are  accu- 
mulating 3ach  year.  Meanwhile  the  issues 
of  Treasury  notes  by  the  State  assists  in 
inflating  the  currency,  and  consequently  in 
depreciating  it.  This  state  of  things  must 
be  remedied  or  we  shall  experience  disas- 
trous resulis. 

The  surest  remedy  is  to  extirpate  the 
disease  by  destroying  its  cause.  The  pe- 
riod of  suspension  by  the  last  Act  expires 
Avith  this  month.  I  recommend  that  it  be 
not  renewed,  and  that  the  is";ne    of  Trea- 


1  he  people  were  never  better  able  to  pay 
their  taxes  than  now.  In  truth,  they  will 
appear  comparatively  light,  so  rapidly  do 
men's  minds  become  accustomed  to  the 
exaggerated  prices  which  now  prevail. — 
Every  dollar  that  is  paid  into  the  Treasury 
doubly  lightens  the  burden.  It  spares  the 
State  the  necessity  of  issuing  one,  and  thus 
reacts  on  prices  by  lessening  the  volume 
of  the  currency.  The  rapid  issue  o(  uotes 
by  the  State  and  municipal  corporations 
has  assisted  in  the  inflation  attendant  upon 
tlie  excessive  issues  of  the  Confederate 
Treasury.  We  can  materially  modify  the 
pernicious  results  of  that  excess  by  aban- 
doning the  system  of  continued  issues. 

If  this  recommendation  be  adopted,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  sale  of 
Uonds  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  revenue, 
occasioned  by  our  inability  to  collect  taxes 
in  that  portion  of  the  State  which  is  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy.  The  Bonds  of  this 
State  ought  to  command  a  high  premium. 
Notwithstanding  the  increased  expendi 
lures  of  the  State  during  the  war,  the  in- 
crease of  bonded  debt  is  comparatively 
insignificant.  The  only  issues  of  Bonds 
made,  are  those  provided  by  your  Acts, 
passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  General  Assembly,  January  13th 
and  23d,  1852.  Ot  the  seven  millions  au- 
thorized by  the  latter  Act,  two  millions 
were  obtained  by  the  issue  of  Treasurj 
Notes  and  five  millions  by  the  sale  of  eight 
per  cent.  Bonds.  Two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six thousand  dollars  of  these  Bonds  re- 
main unsold.  Of  the  one  million  of  six 
per  cents,  authorized  by  the  first  Act,  sev- 
enty four  thousand  dollars  are  unsold.— 
When  it  is  remembered  that  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  these  sums  were  paid  to 
the  Confederate  Government  for  the  AVar 
Tax  of  this  State,  it  will  be  admitted  that 
the  expenditures  proper  of  the  State  have 
been  kept  within  reasonable  bounds. 

I  may  add  in  passing,  that  this  is  the 
only  issue  of  Treasury  Notes,  prior  to  those 
authorized  by  your  Acts  passed  at  Ope- 
lousas.  As  I  was  desirous  of  urging  upon 
the  General  Assembly  the  policy  of  non-is- 
sue hereafter,  I  requested  the  Treasurer  not 
to  pay  out  any  notes  under  the  twenty  mil- 
lion Act,  except  when  such  payment  was 
compulsory.  It  is  estimated  that  only  one 
million  and  a  quarter  of  that  series  of  notes 
have  been  emitted. 

The  volume  of  the  currency  may  be  still 
further  diminished  by  funding  the  State 
Treasury  Notes  now  in  circulation.  It  will 
be  seen  from  the  statement  just  made,  that 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  quar- 
ter million  of  dollars  wsuld  be  required  for 
that  purpose.  The  funding  to  be  eflfective 
must  be  compulsory,  and  the  rate  of  inter- 
est of  this  class  of  bonds  might  properly  be 
made  lower  than  that  usually  given  by  the 
State.    No  question  occupies  eo  large  a 
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;.hare  of  public  attention  now  as  that  of  oui  | condition,    should  be   disposed  of.     When 
~         ■  .        .       ^.         ..       the  parties  accused  are  in   prison,  means  of 

removal  are  not  always  at  tiie  command  of 
the  Sheritls,  and  the  example  of  the  enemy 
at  the  Penitentiary  exhibits  too  umch  sym- 
pathy with  fu'l'Hi.s,  to  leave,  to  him  the  option 
of  a  jail  delivi-ry.  I  therefore  recommend 
that  in  all  criminal  causes  that  have  been, 
or  that  shall  be  tried  pending  the  war,  the 
appeals  shall  be  returnable  to  the  Judges 
at  Shreveport. 

And  here  I  feel  impelled  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  a  remarkable  anomaly  in  the  law 
of  this  State.  In  no  slaveholdiug  State, 
except  Louisiana,  is  a  negro  competent  to 
testify  against  a  white  person.  In  iS'ew 
England,  and  the  other  extreme  radical 
States  of  the  North,  where  fanatical  aboli- 
tionism has  obtained  ascendancy,  the  negro 
is  considered  not  inferior  to  the  white,  and 
his  testimony  is  equally  admissible.  The 
same  legal  rule  prevails  in  Louisiana,  pro- 
vided the  negro  be  free.  The  enemy,  who 
now  occupies  a  portion  of  our  territory, 
finds  the  rule  already  existing  in  our  recog- 
nized law.  and  marvels  at  the  fatuity  that 
has  retained  it.  In  all  other  slaveholding 
Stales,  white  persons  are  alone  competent 
to  testify  for  or  against  white  persons,  and 
all  negroes  and  mulattoes,  bond  and  free, 
can  testify  only  where  that  class  of  per- 
sons are  parties.  Why  should  a  different 
rule  prevail  here  ?  Is  there  anything  in 
the  political  conductor  the  anti-slavery 
States,  that  recommends  to  us  the  adoption 
of  their  legislation  upon  a  subject  directly 
connected  with  the  institution  they  are  now 
seeking  to  destroy?  Are  we  content  to  be 
ranged  on  such  a  subject  by  the  side  of 
.■yiassachusetts,  and  find  ourselves  separa- 
ted from  our  co-sovereigntie.sof  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  indeed,  from  tb  se  slave  States 
that  have  adhered  to  the  Union  ?  Have  we 
failed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  a 
rule,  the  universality  of  whose  prevalence 
in  all  slaveholding  communities,  attests  its 
adaptation  to  that  condition  of  society  ? 
Let  us  hasten  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions.  Lei  us  cease  to  imitate  those 
who,  in  their  efforts  to  amalgamate  the 
privileges  of  two  races,  have  with  saga- 
cious cunning  removed  gradually  the  dis- 
tinctive legal  marks  that  operate  as  bar- 
riers— first  by  admission  to  the  witness 
stand,  next  to  the  jury,  then  to  the  ballot 
box  and  the  bed.  "  No  negro  or  mulatto, 
bond  or  free,  shall  be  a  competent  witness 
in  any  case,  except  in  cases  in  which  all 
the  parties  are  negroes  or  molattoes,  or  ia 
which  the  State  is  plaintiff,  and  a  negro  or 
mulattoo,  or  negroes  or  mnlattoes,  are  de- 
fendants." This  is  the  statutory  declara* 
tion  of  a  neighboring  State.  The  same 
broard  distinction  between  the  white  and 
the  black  races  is  made  by  the  legislation 
of  every  State  of  the  Confederacy  excep't 
our  own. 
The  same  necessity  and  the  same  pro- 


currency.  Experience  has  taught  us  than 
the  laws  of  finance  cannot  be  violated  with 
(lUt  detriment  both  to  public  and  private 
interests.  We  are  passing  through  the  sauu 
ordeal  that  taxed  fae  patriotism  and  forli 
ludeofour  revolutionary  sires.  Supera- 
bundant issues  of  paper  money  have  pro- 
duced inflation  of  prices;  injured  the  ]uib- 
lic  credit,  and  stimulated  misgivings  of  (>i;i 
luture  ability  to  discharge  our  debt,  ie 
us  correct  the  evil  before  ifs  proportions  at 
tain  a  magnitude  that  will  defy  remedy. 

The  acts  passed  at  the  extra  session  held 
at  Opelousas  have  not  been  printed,  except 
in  newspaper  slips,  and  are  therefore  not 
susceptible  of  being  bound.  In  order  that 
they  shall  be  accessible  to  the  public,  they 
must  be  printed  in  the  usual  book  form.— 
They  are  few  in  number  and  may  very  well 
be  included  in  the  same  binding  with  the 
acts  of  the  last  session.  I  suggest  that  the 
■Journals  of  the  present  session  and  all 
othei  matter  except  the  laws,  be  printed  in 
the  English  language  only  This  will  save 
much  useless  ex  ense  ancJ  useful  paper. 

Soon  after  your  last  adjournment,  I  ap- 
,pointed  Messrs.  W.  J.  .McCuUoch  and  Oscar 
Arroyo.  Commissioners  under  the  Act  ap- 
propriating three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  relief  of  .  ur  fellow-citizens  who 
had  been  expel'ed  from  New  Orleans.— 
They  proceeded  to  Mobile  and  dispensed 
such  portion  ol  this  generous  bounty  as 
was  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  the 
refugees.  I  submit  herewith  their  report, 
from  which  it  will  appear  that  the  appro- 
priation was  not  exhausted.  After  their 
return.  1  received  urgent  representations 
from  some  of  our  fellow  citizens  sojourning 
in  Mobile,  that  new  cases  had  been  pre- 
sented lor  relief.  I  therefore  appointed 
Judge  Victor  Burthe,  Commissioner,  to.ap 
ply  the  residue  to  the  relief  of  those  for 
whose  benefit  the  act  was  passed 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Lauds  will  be  submitted  to  you.  It  is  for- 
tunate that  the  services  of  so  efficient  an  of- 
ficer were  secured  in  the  organization  of 
this  important  bureau.  His  entire  admin- 
istration has  been  characterized  by  marked 
tidelity  and  intelligence,  the  full  effects  of 
which  will  be  more  conspicuous  when  the 
return  of  peace  shall  enlarge  his  field  ol 
operations, 

By  an  act  of  your  last  session,  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  required  to  hold 
a  term  at  Shreveport  for  the  trial  of  crimi 
nal  and  other  enumerated  causes.  I  have 
been  informed  there  are  many  appealed 
causes,  especially  of  the  trials  of  slaves 
throughout  the  State,  in  which  the  appeal 
was  taken  before  the  passage  of  your  act. 
jn  consequence  of  which,  probably,  the 
Clerks  have  not  felt  that  your  enactment- 
.requiring  the  return  to  be  made  to  the 
Shreveport  term,  was  obligatory  upon  them 
These,  and  all  criminal  causes  in  similar 
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priety  exists  for  remitting  all  persons  oi'  the 
black  race,  to  the  same  tribunal  for  the 
trial  of  their  oH'ences.  If  a  slave  commit 
an  iulractiou  of  the  criminal  law.  we  have 
wisely  provided  a  special  tribvmal  where  a. 
speedy  trial  may  be  had.  iuiincum])ered 
with  tin;  lorms  or  the  delays  that  may  be 
interposed  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  rou- 
tine of  courts.  But  a  tender  sensitiveness, 
or  a  strange  infatuation  refused  or  neglec- 
ted to  subject  the  free  negro  to  the  same 
tribunal  What  is  the  consequence  ?  At 
this  moment  free  negroes,  wliu  committed 
offences  denounced  by  the  law,  when  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  afforded  them  li- 
cense cannot  be  tried,  because  courts  do 
not  sit  and  the  intervention  of  a  grand  jury 
is  necessary  to  accuse  them  of  crime. — 
Some  of  the  States  have  not  provided  any 
special  tribunal  for  tlio  trial  of  slaves.  - 
Others  have,  and  have  uniformly  en.icied 
that  ■'  free  negroes  and  muhittoes  shall  be 
tried  as  slaves  are  directed  to  be  tried,  be- 
fore two  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  five 
slave-holders."  as  is  the  law  in  another 
aeighboring  State,  the  number  of  Justices 
and  slaveholders  varying  only  in  dilferent 
jurisdictions. 

It  is  of  irreat  importance  that  the  Courts 
should  hold  their  regular  sessions.  In  the 
present  condition  ot  the  country,  men's 
minds  become  accustomed  to  look  to  the 
military  power  as  the  arbiter  of  disputes  if 
the  regular  channels  of  justice  are  ob- 
structed by  neglect  to  open  the  courts.  I 
submit  whether  some  change  may  not  be 
made  in  the  jury  law,  so  that  certain  clas- 
ses of  cases  may  be  tried  without  the  lia- 
bility to  delay  or  postponement  which  now 
exists.  So  large  n  proportion  of  the  popu- 
i;ition  is  now  engaged  in  public  service, 
that  difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  ob- 
taining juries,  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caus- 
es, without  an  amendment  of  the  law  re- 
pealing all  e.Kcmptions. 

The  impressment  of  private  property  by 
fJoniederate  officers,  has  occasioned  great 
aaaoyance  and  greater  injury  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  State.  The  patriotism  of  our 
people — their  desire  to  place  no  hindrance 
to  the  Confederate  Government  in  the  exe- 
cution of  all  measures  necessary  for  the  ef- 
ficent  prosecution  of  the  war,  has  in  the 
majority  of  cases  caused  them  to  stifle  their 
coinplaints,  and  consequently  the  mi.scon- 
duct  of  the  subordinate  officers,  who  have 
made  these  impressments  ha.^  not  come  to 
iho  knowledge  of  their  superiors.  Neither 
'ihe  General  commanding  the  Department, 
nor  District,  will  tolerate  any  abuse  of  this 
tremendous  power,  wh  ch  necessity  lias 
(in  the  opinion  of  Congress,)  required  to 
be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  military  authori- 
ties, and  if  the  General  should  have  other- 
wise interpreted  their  obligations,  it  is  ray 
.r-ght,  and  that  of  every  lilxecutive  of  a  State 
■'  i'i  interpose  the  shield  of  her  protection  over 
.ier  citizens.    Every  case  of  illegal  inapress- 


ment  that  I  have  had  occasion  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  these  Generals  has  been 
promptly  redressed  and  I  invite  citizens  who 
have  been  injured  by  such  unauthorized 
conduct  of  Confederate  officers  to  report 
the  particulars,  properly  authenticated. 

One  reason  of  the  lattitude  allowed  or 
exorcised  by  impressing  officers,  is,  that  (he 
provisions  of  the  law  of  Congress  are  not 
known  or  understood.  That  law  does  not 
impose  the  schedule  prices  of  the  commis- 
sioners upon  those  who  have  raised,  grown 
or  produced,  the  property  sought  to  be  im- 
pressed, or  upon  those  holding  the  same  for 
their  own  use  or  consumption,  or  when  it 
is  held  or  has  been  purchased  not  for  sale 
or  speculation.  In  these  cases,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  impressing  officer  to  cause  the 
value  of  the  property  to  be  ascertanied  bv 
tW'.)  disinlerrested  citizens,  one  of  whom  is 
to  be  selected  by  the  officer,  and  the  other 
by  the  owner  or  agent  of  the  property,  and 
in  case  ol  their  disagreement,  these  two 
shall  choose  an  umpire,  whose  decision 
shall  be  final,  and  this  applies  to  impres.sed 
property,  whether  the  absolute  ownershij) 
or  the  temporary  use  thereof  only,  is  re- 
quired. Even  in  those  cases  where  thi- 
schedule  prices  are  obligatory,  viz  :  when 
the  property  impressed  is  in  the  hands  of 
any  per,son  other  than  those  above  mention- 
ed, if  the  owner  and  the  officer  differ  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  articles  impressed,  there- 
by making  it  fall  within  a  higher  or  lower 
price  named  in  the  schedule,  the  same  pro- 
cess is  perraissable,of  each  selecting  a  dis- 
interested citizen  to  determine  the  quality 
of  the  article,  who  may  select  an  umpire  as 
in  the  other  class  of  cases. 

I  doubt  if  a  single  instance  has  occurred 
in  this  State,  ot  reference  to  local  apprais- 
ers to  fix  the  value  of  impressed  propeity. 
The  schedule  prices  have  been  assumed  bv 
the  officers  as  a  limitation,  alike  obligatorj 
upon  the  producer  and  tiie  speculatoi', 
whereas,  the  law  intended  that  an  entirelv 
diiierent  mode  of  valuation  should  be  pur- 
sued in  the  ttvo  case.^.  The  power  or  right 
to  impress  is  besides  confined  to  a  particu- 
lar cla.ss  of  officers,  and  is  to  be  exercised 
by  them  only  in  particular  emergencies. — 
Whenever  the  exigencies  of  any  army  in 
the  field  arc  such  as  to  make  impressment?" 
of  forage,  articles  of  subsistence,  or  other 
property,  absolutely  necessary,  then  such 
impressment  may  be  made  by  the  officers, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  fiu-nish  such  forage,  arti- 
cles of  subsistence,  or  other  property,  for 
such  army.  The  only  other  legal  impres.s- 
ment  that  can  be  made,  is  that  authorized 
by  the  Ith  sec.  of  the  act,  viz:  whenever 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  to  take  private  property 
for  public  use,  by  reason  of  the  impracti- 
cability of  procuring  the  same  by  purchase. 
so  as  to  accumulate  necessary  supplies  foi 
the  army,  or  the  good  of  the  service  in  an? 
locality,  lie  may,  by  general  order  tbroogk 
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tbe  proper  subordinate  ofiBcers,  authorize 
such  property  to  be  taken  for  the  public 
use,  the  compensation  due  the  owner  for 
the  Fame  to  be  determined,  and  the  value 
found  as  provided  for  in  the  first  and  sec- 
ond sections,  which  contain  the  provisions 
I  first  adverted  to  above.  The  schedule 
prices  do  not  apply  to  such  impress- 
ments. 

The  act  further  declares  that  there  shall 
not  be  impressed  under  any  circumstances 
^be  property  necessary  for  the  support  of 
fhe  owner  and  his  family,  and  to  carry  on 
his  ordinary  agriftuitural  and  mechanical 
business. 

Congress  thus  endeavore  d  to  take  rea- 
sonable precaution  for  the  protection  ol 
property.  Although  the  exercise  ot  this 
harsh  power  has  been  hedged  in  with  those 
'•estrictions,  experience  has  proved  them 
to  be  futile  in  regulating  the  action  of  tbe 
officers.  The  law  is  a  most  unwise  one, 
and  should  be  repealed.  Its  effect  has 
been  to  oppress  the  citizens,  and  to  aflbrd 
idle  and  inefficient  officers  a  means  of  ob- 
taining without  labor  or  trouble,  that  which 
could  and  ought  te  have  been  provided  by 
their  timely  exertion  and  forethought. 

While,  however,  the  law  continues  on 
the  statute  book,  it  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  abuses  perpetrated  under  cover  of 
its  provisions.  Whenever  the  rights  se- 
cured to  the  property  owner  by  its  terms 
are  disregarded,  it  requires  the  trial  of  the 
offender  before  tbe  military  courts  of  the 
corps  to  which  be  belongs,  on  complain i 
madeby  tha  owner.  If  it  is  an  ofBcer  who 
has  violated  these  provisions  of  the  law. 
he  must,  on  conviction  be  cashiered,  and 
placed  in  the  ranks.  It  is  proper  and  ne 
cessary  to  denounce  these  illegal  impress- 
ments with  additional  penalties,  and  to 
subject  the  officers  or  privates  gnilty  ol 
them  to  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  State 
tribunals.  In  determining  the  punisl:meni 
to  be  inflicted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  re 
member  that  fines  would  but  provoke  the 
derision  of  the  culprits,  and  ordinary  im 
prisonment  might  be  acceptable  as  a  fur- 
lough' 

You  need  not  be  deterred  from  legisla 
five  action,  by  apprehensions  that  such  a 
measure  would  interfere  with  the  proper 
and  efficient  military  administration  of  the 
General  who  commands  in  our  State.  The 
views  I  have  expressed  are  in  entire  accord 
with  his  own.  and  the  legislation  recom- 
mended will,  in  his  opinion,  assist  him  in 
preventing  demoralization  of  troops  and 
protecting  the  people. 

Some  instances  have  occurred  of  parties 
harboring  oi  concealing  conscripts  and  de- 
serters, and  others  of  giving  information  to 
jayhawkers  of  the  situation  of  our  troops 
There  is  no  State  law  for  the  punishment 
of  these  miscreants,  nor  indeed  do  these 
acts  fall  within  the  terms  of  any  defined  of- 
lence.    It  is  very  desirable  that  such  con- 


duct should  be  defined  as  a  crime,  and  that- 
(he  mode  of  trial  should  be  as  summary  a.i 
it  can  be  made,  consistent  with  existing, 
constitutional  rights. 

The  invasion  of  the  interior  by  the  enemy 
last  spring,  produced  no  seriouo  rcsuUs 
except  the  loss  of  property.  The  hope. 
with  which  he  is  accustomed  to  delude  the 
slaves,  proved  here,  as  elsewhere,  too  pow- 
erful for  that  credulous  class  to  entirely 
resist.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  in- 
dncenients  o(l"ere-l  to  them  to  abandon 
their  masters  and  their  homes,  the  number 
that  yielded  was  coin-iiaratively  small. — 
The  larger  portion  of  those  who  trusted  to 
his  promises  soon  had  (jccasion  to  repent 
their  confidence.  The  women  and  children 
were  abandoned  to  starvation  and-  a  cruel 
death.  When  our  forces  recaptured  Bra- 
shear  with  its  garrison,  over  two  thousand 
of  these  helpless  creatures  were  found 
there,  and  as  many  more  at  other  points,  in 
the  most  abject  destitution.  Their  masters 
were  notified  to  recUtim  them,  but  disease 
superinduced  by  want  of  food  and  by  ex 
posuro,  had  thinned  their  numbers,  and 
nearly  all  tbose  who  had  survived  died 
from  its  effects  on  their  return  journey. 

Nor  was  this  brutal  neglect  the  only  eir- 
cumstanco  that  demon.strated  the  hoUow- 
ness  of  their  professions  lor  the  slaves.  A 
systematic  robbery  was  committed  by  the 
Federal  soldiers,  of  their  money.  In  nth 
merous  instances  the  slave  had  hoarded  his 
earning  in  specie.  The  soldier  usually  ap-' 
proached  him  with  a  benevolent  inquiry. 
t;0uching  that  interesting  fact.  .i.nd  wa> 
promptly  informed  of  the  extent  of  his  pos- 
sessions He  was  then  told  that  tbe  in- 
quirer was  charged  with  the  custody  of 
Miese  treasures,  all  of  which  would  be  sa- 
credly preserved,  and  re-c'elivered  when 
they  reached  their  destination.  If  this  as- 
>uiance  failed  to  establish  confidence,  a.« 
was  sometimes  the  case,  he  was  forcibly 
despoiled  of  his  money.  Where  the  sav- 
ings of  the  slave  consisted  of  Confederate 
Treasury  Notes,  he  was  told  that  they  were 
worthless,  but  that  by  delivering  thera.  he 
should  receive  gold  instead.  The  women 
who  characteristically  bedecked  them- 
selves in  their  jewelry  to  hail  the  day  of 
their  deliverance,  were  violenily  denriveJ. 
of  it.  When  they  had  thus  obtained  pos- 
session of  all  the  negroes  had,  they  aban- 
doned the  women  and  childen  lo  hunger 
and  suCFering.  It  is  well  to  recite  these  dis- 
gusting details,  not  for  your  information, 
but  that  the  world  may  know  the  diaboli- 
cal perfidity  of  the  people,  who  have  not 
even  the  merit  of  sincerity,  in  their  assever- 
ations of  concern  for  the  welfare  of  that- 
class,  whose  champions  they  assume  to  be . 

Their  treatment  of  the    slaves  has  been 
so  uniform  in  every  locality,  Vrhere  the  en- 
emy has  made  a   lodgment,  that  its   adop 
tion  must  have  been  preconcerted,  or  is  the 
effect  of  indifference.     Tbe  slave,  seduced 
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or  torn  from  the  comforts  of  his  home, 
where  provision  for  nursing  in  siclviies^ 
was  always  niaJe,  has  '>een  treated  by  tlie 
eneiriy  like  the  beasts  <  f  burtlu-n.  Massed 
together  in  pens  and  lints,  with  insiilticieni 
clothing  and  (ood,  exposed  (o  hardship 
and  v\ea(her.  a  rapid  and  sure  disease 
fastened  i  self  upon  them.  Tiie  frightful 
mortality  among  them  has  been  viewed  li\ 
their  jisiiedo  triends  with  indiflfrence.  or 
tjecrct  delight.  Tiie  living  have  been  as  cC 
fi'dnaly  separated  as  the  dead.  One  ol 
their  habi'Inai  themes  in  the  dennneiation 
ofonr  sy  tern  is  the  sundering  ot  iamil,\ 
ties.  No  such  scene  was  ever  witnessed  in 
a  slave  marl,  ol  tlie  Soulii.  as  liave  been 
eeen  on  the  banks  of  our  rivers  daring  Lhi.- 
war. 

The  enemy  on  some  occasions  havinf; 
whole  families  hanging  on  his  march,  has 
resorled  lo  deception  and  fVand.  or  force 
as  wa-;  the  humoi'  of  the  moment,  to  (  ft.'c! 
his  purposes.  Finding  these  fimilies  cling 
ing  together,  when  he  reached  the  watei 
courses,  he  enliced  them  on  oo:its,  and 
then  driving  llie  men  back  on  shore,  con 
veyed  their  wives  and  childen  to  the  Gi>v- 
crnnient  p'antations.  as  they  denominate 
the  altandoned  estates  of  our  citizens,  while 
the  men  were  marched  to  the  depots  of  tlu'ii 
black  troops.  In  no  instance  iiave  ilie 
families  been  permitted  to  remain  together, 
nor  will  they  see  each  other  until  the 
masters,  aiier  peace,  shall  have  opportuni- 
ty to  ascertain  their  i)laces  of  exile.  Left 
to  themselves,  they  would  never  find  each 
other,  so  efffclually  have  their  deliverers 
concealed  their  different  destinaliona. 

The  numbei' of  slaves  Icillei]  by  neglect 
and  briifality  of  the  enemy,  will  equal  the 
loss  of  life  of  whites  in  both  armies.  When 
in  lutine  years  the  statistics  of  this  war 
ehall  be  accurately  known,  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  world  will  stand  aghast  at 
this  unparalleled  loss  of  luunan  life.  They 
will  then  appreciate  the  niis«'ry  whirh  has 
been  wrought  by  the  obstinate  pinvnit  of  a 
vissionary  scleme  of  emancipation,  and 
they  will  then  discover  tiiat  what  is  now 
tern  ed  the  moral  sense '^f  (he  woiM  on 
the  question  of  slavery,  h  s  become  vitia 
ted  by  nn  ill-placed  failh  in  purely  theoret- 
icaljteachings.  The  ]Uirposes  of  this  war 
vill  then  aiipear  in  their  naked  deformity, 
and  (he  tribunal  of  enlightened  Europe 
■will  finally  award  justice  to  the  Confeder 
ate  cause. 

For  the  present  the  opinion  of  other  na- 
tions does  not  concern  us.  The  visions  of 
foreign  intervention  that  have  floated  be- 
fore our  expectant  eyes  are  dispelled. — 
We  must  fifiht  this  battle  alone.  We  must 
acquire  our  indep<'ndence  with  our  own 
strong  arms,  by  endurance,  and  through 
suffering,  or  we  shall  lose  everything  thai 
enobles  manhood  and  endears  e.vistence. 

If  anything  were  needed  to  nerve  us  for 
»uch  a  strngglc,  it  may  be  found  in  the  coq- 


lemplation  Of  the  fact,  that  permament 
independence  or  prolonged  vassalage  are 
ihe  only  alternatives  left  us.  It  is  not  the 
recognition  of  a  merely  nominal  suprema- 
cy that  the  enemy  seeks,  much  less  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  constitutional  bond. — 
U'haiever  device  was  at  first  ailopte.l  by 
liim  lo  arouse  the  pass'o  'S,  and  cement  the 
energies  of  Ihe  Northernpeople.no  doubt 
now  e.xisls  of  his  real  purpose.  Tlui  mask 
h  IS  been  removed.  bt.Ues  a'e  to  be  oblit- 
eratcHl.  A  centralized  despotism  is  to 
ciu-h  their  liberties  in  its  chilly  grasp. — 
Their  inhabitants  are  to  suffer  the  penal- 
licsol  unsucce.ssful  rebellion— los.s  of  prop- 
erly, of  political,  soci  d  an  I  pers;ui;!l  privi- 
leges, if  any  one  mourns  the  loss  of  lU'oii- 
erly  in  conSi'quenco  of  this  war,  K't  hi.a 
icnioinbcr  th  it  if  it  cnd.s  oiherwise  than  in 
I'ur  independence,  he  will  never  have  any 
again.  The  planter  will  never  again  till 
lie  gr;  und,  except  a**  a  serf — the  merchant 
will  never  moie  icckon  hi-  fains — tiie  pro- 
lepsi.>iial  man  will  find  his  name  slricken 
I'rcun  lh(^  mil  of  couipetiiion-  and  ihe  ar- 
i-aii  Viill  be  as  efrecumlly  prohibited  from 
hi-!  industrial  piir-uit  as  if  he  were  benumb- 
ed by  ]'al-y.  A  claim  to  pariicipate  in 
j;oveinment  will  bo  mocked  at.  Who 
,w<iuld  have  the  temerity  to  ask  lor  that, 
when  he  was  denied  even  the  right  t^)  labor, 
or  saw  its  frnits  grasjjcd  by  hi-*  fa«k-mas- 
ter!  Once  bend  your  neck  to  that  ycdce, 
with  all  the  dcgiading  jind  vexations  ty- 
rannies of  its  viijgir  dominalion.  and  you 
will  tlii'n  realize  what  is  the,  terrible  im- 
poitif  subjugatiiin.  relieved  only  by  the 
dcspeiate  and  lurid  hope  of  levolt. 

'1  o  avert  that  no  sacrifice  i-*  too  great. 
The  men,  the  means,  u\\  the  reio'utes  of 
every  State  .'^hould  bo  choei fully  c;  ntribu- 
ted  to  the  common  came.  EvPry  one 
must  render  his  servic?.  either  in  augment, 
ing  the  mfiilary  strength  of  the  Coufedera- 
cy.  or  i  1  developing  Ijy  indu-itrial  enei'gy 
those  material  resources,  which  are  as  in- 
di-pen.<ab'e  for  the  efficiency  of  the  amy 
as  are  trained  soldiers.  Congress  should 
repeal  tie  law  authorizing  substitutes  to 
be  furnished  by  conscripts,  and  thus  add  to 
the  numbers  of  the  army.  It  has  already 
provided  for  the  formation  of  companies  of 
minute  men  for  local  defence,  to  be  com- 
juKsed  only  of  those  not  within  conscript 
age.  I'ortion  of  these,  and  such  volunteer 
organizations  as  have  been  or  may  hereaf- 
ter be  made  under  the  State  law,  can  ren- 
der etiicient  Fervicd  as  garrisons  to  po-ts, 
and  for  such  other  detailed  service  as  may 
be  required,  which  will  relieve  the  com- 
mander from  Ihe  necessity  of  separating 
])arls  of  a  legiment.  rach  from  the  other, 
and  thus  weakening  his  organizauon.  I 
luge  upon  Ihe  people  of  this  State  the  ne- 
cessity and  feasibility  of  strengthening  our 
local  defences  by  the  formation  of  these- 
corps. 

I  hare  not  judged  if  expedieut  or  neces- 


<J»FICIAL    JeiRNAL 


sary  to  call  out  tha  militia,  but  delay  or 
luggardruGS  in  augmenting  the  local  force, 
<?itner  by  companies  of  minute  men.  or  by 
ft  ttiore  rapid  increase  of  volunteering  un- 
der the  State  law,  may  at  any  time  impose 
upon  the  Esecutivothe  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  this  measure. 

I  have  contiiimd  the  same  policy  in  the 
diiiposition  of  the  State  troops  that  I  adop- 
ted in  the  bcfrinuing.  aud  which  lor  abriet 
period  only  v  as  interrupted  while  the  0{)- 
(.-lousas  mililia  act  was  in  force.  That 
poijcy  was  to  employ  all  the  energies  of 
llie  Mate  Government,  in  rendering  assis- 
tance to  the  Confederate  (TCijeiais,  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  military  plans,  and  to 
apply  all  our  resources  to  the  support. 
•Kiuipmcnt  aud  mainteuauce  of  their  armies. 
In  a  word,  to  incoipurate  the  State  forces 
ns  tapidly  as  they  were  organiKod  in  the 
('oufederate  army,  thus  placing  the  whole 
military  strength  under  one  head,  aud  giv- 
ing to  it  unity  and  compactness.  I  did 
adopt  this  policy  because  of  my  deficiency 
in  military  experience,  all  hough  of  that 
fact  no  one  was  so  sensible  as  myself,  but 
because  of  the  manifest  absurdity  of  at- 
templiug  to  accomplish  military  results 
with  two  armies  under  commauders  entire- 
ly independent  of  each  other,  operating 
in  the  same  lield  against  a  disciplined  ene 
ray.  To  whatever  General  was  entrusted 
the  defence  of  our  Slate,  I  have  giveu  n)y 
hearty  and  unflagging  sixpport — in  the  sup- 
ply of  arms,  of  munitions  of  war,  of  com- 
missariat and  quartermaster  stores — hy 
loans  from  the  military  fund  entrusted  to 
mo,  by  the  prosecution  of  military  works  at 
the  sole  expense  of  the  (State — not  hindered 
by  a  fear  of  extravagance,  where  the  object 
manifestly  justified  it,  but  at  the  same  time 
keeping  a  watchful  eye  upon  expenditures. 
Thus  the  resources  of  the  /State  and  of  the 
Confederate  Governments  are  concentrated 
upon  the  one  object  oi  augmenting  our 
military  strength. 

And  ii  is  only  when  (his  military  strength 
is  thus  couceutrated  and  exerted,  that 
great  re  ults  can  be  legitimately  expected 
The  people  must  awake  to  the  conscious 
ness,  that  spasmodic  efforts  made  on  the 
spur  of  imminent  danger,  will  not  suffice 
for  the  defense  of  any  country.  Ti'aincd 
troops,  compacted  by  discipline,  and  har- 
dened by  probation  for  a  soldier's  duty, 
must  be  our  reliance,  if  we  would  have 
success. 

Organizations  cf  minute  men  and  State 
volunteers  will  form  a  reserve  corps,  which 
can  be  made  efficient  for  the  jturposes  I 
have  before  staled,  and  for  local  assistance 
in  resisting  raids.  Sufficient  numbers  of 
these  must  be  obtained  voluntarily,  or  leg 
islai-ion  may  enforce  the  rendition  of  these 
services  fi>rthe  defense   'f  the  country. 

This  defense  ineltales  and  involves  the 
raising  of  food,  the  manufacture  of  cloth- 
ing, and  the  development  of  the   resources 


needed  for  war  purjjoses,  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  women  aud  children.  Kegan! 
must  be  had  for  the-e  essentials,  and  pro- 
vision made  not  to  interfere  with  Ihem  to 
a  serious  extent,  by  the  coemption  act.s 
which  have  to  be  enacted  from  tin-c  to 
time,  and  by  detail.  The  exemption  or 
detail  of  a  sufficient  number  of  artisan,s. 
and  of  men  needful  to  superintend  the 
raising  of  crops,  will  ensure  to  tlie  army 
its  necpfisary  clothing  and  .subsistence 
and  their  places  in  the  ra,nks  may  very  well 
be  filed  by  the  youtliful  and  healthy  traders 
who  throng  every  village  in  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

The  retention  by  the  States  of  their  offi- 
cers for  the  admini.stration  of  State  affairs, 
rests  upon  a  different  footing.  In  the  ex- 
emptions specified  by  the  State  law  in 
force  at  the  time  the  Exemption  Act  of 
Congress  was  passed,  the  Assessois  were 
inadvertently  omitted,  and  they  were  ac- 
cordingly claimed  to  be  conscripts.  I  hud 
no  difhculty  in  obtaining  a  detail  of  them, 
but  a  claim  by  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment of  the  right  to  the  compulsory  service 
of  any  State  oliicer.  is  wholly  inadmissible 
in  theory,  and  very  dangerous  in  practice. 
If  the  Confederate  Government  can  con- 
scribe  one  officer  of  the  State,  it  may  con- 
scribe  another.  Jf  its  Assessor  is  liable  to 
the  militarj'  service  of  the  Confederate 
Government,  so  is  its  Governor,  its  Legis- 
lators, its  Judges.  Concede  the  principle, 
and  the  State  Government  may  at  any 
moment  be  .subverted  bj^  the  central  au- 
thority, and  the  whole  machinery  of  its  ad- 
uiiuistration  be  destroyed  I';  is  because 
we  claimed  that  the  States  were  sovereign, 
and  could  not  be  impeded  in  the  exercise 
of  their  independent  functions,  that  our 
Confederacy  was  formed.  This  war  is  in 
vindication  of  that  principle,  and  we  must 
guard  against  its  infringement,  if  we  would 
avoid  the  renewal  at  some  future  day  of 
that  absorption  of  power,  which  caused  the 
destruction  of  the  old  government.  No 
State  should  permit  a  claim  by  the  Confed- 
erate Government  to  the  services  of  its  offi- 
cers in  any  department,  to  pass  without  a 
denial  of  its  rightfulness.  No  State  can 
permit  the  enforcement  of  that  claim  with- 
out danger  of  self  destruction.  It  is  im- 
portant to  avoid  establishing  precedents 
for  the  exercise  of  dangerous  powers. 

As  our  lines  have  contracted,  large  num- 
bers of  slaves  have  been  drawn  into  the 
interior,  creating  a  superabundance  of  that 
kind  of  labor  in  localities  far  removed 
from  the  probable  theatre  of  the  enemy's 
operations.  We  have  been  too  backward 
hitherto  in  using  our  slaves  in  the  various 
employments  wherein  their  auxiliary  ser- 
vices might  be  useful  for  military  pur- 
poses. The  enemy  early  in  the  war  sup- 
posed that  we  would  employ  the  slaves  as 
teamsters  and  laborers.  lie  foresaw  the 
advantage  tu  be  deriv*>'J  from  such   use  of 
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that  population,  trained  and  disciplined 
already  to  these  duties.  That  policy  has 
been  adopted  only  in  the  eastern  army, 
and  there  to  a  limited  extent.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  adopt  it  now  throughout  the  Con- 
federacy; In  the  late  message  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, boast  is  made  (hat  he  lias  one  hun- 
dred thousand  ofow  slaves  now  in  military 
.service,  of  whom  one-half  have  arms  in  their 
hands.  "White  men  will  fight  our  battles. 
and  the. r  numbers  will  be  greatly  augmen- 
ted by  relieving  them  from  the  perfor- 
mance of  duty  as  teamsters,  laborers,  and 
the  like,  and  placing  slaves  in  their  stead. 
The  male  slaves  should  be  removed  from 
exposed  districts.  Their  capture  by  the 
enemy  is  a  double  loss,  since  they  add  to 
his  numbers,  and  diminish  our  resource  for 
litis  auxiliary  service:  The  abstraction  of 
a  largo  portion  of  the  slave  labor  from 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  crops  can 
be  cultivated,  would  interfere  with  the  pro- 
duction of  food,  and  it  is  therefore  to  the 
.slaves  who  have  been  driven  from  their 
homes  by  the  enemy  that  the  military  au- 
thorities iiiust  chietiy  look  for  a  supply  lor 
military  labor. 

Large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  been 
forced  to  abandon  their  homes  as  the  ene- 
my advanced,  or  ;o  remain  in  his  lines, 
subjected  to  his  brutal  tyranny.  Tlii^y 
have  preferred  tlie  former  and  more  manly 
course,  and  have  sought,  with  their  slaves, 
a  refuge  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Texas. 
JIany  have  brought,  or  sent  back  painful 
accounts  of  their  reception.  Between  two 
Mates,  geographically  contiguous,  an 
closely  united  by  ties  of  common  interest 
and  reciprocal  dependence,  there  should 
exist  the  most  enlarged  comity.  The  cit 
zens  of  Texas  and  Liouisiana  have  every 
inducement  to  cultivate  mutual  respect, 
confidence  and  amity.  The  Texan  may 
boast  of  honorable  service  rendered  in  the 
defence  of  Louisiana,  as  the  Louisianian 
i.s  justly  proud  of  the  conspicuous  part  he 
has  performed  in  the  defence  of  Virginia, 

and  of  every  State  cast  of  the  Mississippi. 
While  each  may  vie  with  the  other  in  le- 
counting  his  deeds  of  valor,  there  should 
not  be  wanting  the  exercise  of  ano  her 
knightly  tonality — the  duty  of  ho-spitality. 

I  despatched  an  agent  to  Richmond  early 
last  year  to  obtain  the  arms  and  munitions 
imported  by  me  from  Europe,  which  had 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  Confeder- 
ate Government.  An  inconsiderable  part 
of  them  only  was  obtained  by  him,  and 
these  were  forwarded.  When  they  reac ::ed 
Jackson,  Miss.,  they  were  immediately  for- 
warded to  Vicksburg  by  order  of  Gen. 
Femberton,  since  he  considered  it  a  safer 
place  to  store  ordnance  than  Jackson.  In 
the  report  of  the  agent,  it  is  stated  that  on 
his  arrival  at  that  place  in  May,  he  found 
that  Gen.  Peniberton  had  ordered  the  lities 
stopped  and  sent  to  Vicksburg  for  safety, 
and  tliat  he  afterward  made   personal   ap- 


plication to  that  officer  for  their  dalirery, 
which  he  refused,  and  they  remained  there 
and  were  surrendered  to  the  enemy. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Adja- 
tant  General,  and  the  documents  appended, 
will  give  you  more  detailed  information  of 
the  number  of  arms  purchased,  and  of  all 
othei  matters  pertaining  to  the  military  ad- 
ministration of  the  State.  Eiforts  have  been 
made  to  ascertain  the  exact  number  of 
troops  furnished  by  Louisiana  to  the  Cou- 
ederato  army.  Official  figures  are  not  yet 
obtained,  but  an  approximative  estimate  of 
the  corps  organized  independently,  coupled 
with  the  muster  rolls  of  the  corps  organized 
through  the  State  officers,  will  exhibit  the 
number  to  be  about  fifty-two  thousand,  in 
which  are  not  included  the  numerous  local 
volunteer  corps  that  were  formed  in  New 
Orleans  and  elsewhere,  although  they 
were  mustered  into  Confederate  service. — 
Of  these  local  volunteer.s  there  have  been 
ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen. 
The  largest  vote  ever  polled  in  the  State 
was  in  the  fall  of  1S60,  and  numbered  fifty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eleven. 

The  attempt  of  the  enemy  since  your  ad- 
journment, to  repeat  the  invasion  of  last 
spring,  was  foiled.  He  has  retired  hia 
Fruitless  expedition  with  the  loss  of  nearly 
two  thousand  prisoners,  and  now  occupies 
but  lit  le  more  of  our  territory  than  he  did 
a  year  ago.  To  the  troops  who  confronted 
with  cheerful  courage  his  superior  num- 
bers; to  the  officers  who  led  them  with  alac- 
rity, or  awaited  his  movements  without 
rashness;  and  to  the  commanders  to  whose 
vigilance,  activity  and  generalship,  the 
State  owes  her  deliverance,  our  thanks  are 
due. 

The  reduction  of  the  strongholds,  Vicks- 
burg and  Port  Hudson,  necessarily  changed 
military  movements  in  the  South-west. — 
Their  loss  was  serious  to  the  whole  country, 
and  especially  to  iouisiana.  The  fall  of 
the  latter  fortress  was  an  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  siu'render  of  the  former. 

The  country  waits  with  curious  interest 
to  learn  what  justificatory  explanation  is  to 
be  made  of  the  campaign  which  terminated 
iu  that  surrender.  The  defender  of  Char- 
leston has  improvised  defences  as  new  ex- 
igencies arose.  New  fortifications  have  ap- 
peared where  the  enemy  expected  to  find 
ruins.  It  was  not  too  much  to  expect  from 
:he  high  rank  of  the  commander  at  Vicks- 
burg a  display  oi  skillful  generalship,  sim- 
ilarfy  commensurate  with  his  elevated 
rank. 

Great  as  have  been  these  losses  to  us, 
they  are  not  comparable  to  that  sustained 
by  the  loss  of  East  Tennessee.  The  enemy 
finds  himself  thus  encouraged  to  persevere, 
iind  has  obtained  an  important  point  as  a  '-  • 
base  for  his  next  campaign.  A  people  9^ 
struggling  for  life,  liberty  and  property, 
can  look  danger  in  the  face  without  blanch- 
ing.     Hy   properly  estimating,    they  will 
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learn  to  surmount  it.  The  sufferina:  of  pro- 
longed warfare  is  as  nothiug  compared 
with  the  inappreciable  misery  of  tliat  ty- 
ranny wbxh  our  enemy  is  vainly  hoping  to 
fasten  upon  us.  Wy  confidence  in  the  re 
6ult  is  as  firm  as  it  was  before  the  first  re- 
verse t-  our  arms.  Our  separalion  from 
the  North  has  been  long  ago  pronounced 
by  the  voice  of  Eurojie  to  be  irrevocable. 
Despite  the  malign  influence  of  political 
complications,  the  fact  of  the  impossibility 
of  re-union  has  been  acknowledged.  We 
shall  not  disappoint  the  just  expectation.^ 
of  the  world,  founded  upon  their  witness  ot 
the  sjiirit  of  our  people,  and  the  prowes-iol 
our  soldiers. 

And  while  we  are  working  out  that 
grand  result,  let  us  not  forget  the  principle 
for  which  we  are  fighting.  The  sovereign- 
ty of  the  States  is  the  great,  the  only  bul- 
wark for  the  libei  ty  of  the  citizen.  As  that 
principle  is  weakened  or  ignored,  the  ab- 
Borptiun  of  power  progresses,  and  a  cen- 
tralized government  inevitably  follows, 
which  only  lacks  occasion  for  its  full  de- 
velopment into  tyranny.  The  expt  nence 
of  natioi  s  leache:'.  that  written  con.'^titutions 
are  insufficient  sateuuards  for  the  liberties 
of  a  people,  when  the  people  theinselve.- 
have  become  ready  to  fall  beneath  the  heel 
ofadei-pot.  The  most  conspicuous  illus- 
tration ol  that  Irutli  is  now  being  funushed 
by  the  people  from  wfoni  we  have  s<^para- 
ted.  \Varned  by  their  example  we  must 
beware  of  any  ipipulse  to  derogate  from  n 
principle  which,  so  long  as  it  was  main- 
tained, secnied  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
good  govermuent  to  a  great  and  prosper- 
ous nation 

In  closing  this,  my  last  annual  message 
to  the  General  Assembly.  I  desire  to  ex- 
press through  it  to  my  fellow-citizens  o 
the  State,  my  acknowledgment  of  the  f(U' 
bearance  they  have  extendi  d  to  any  errors- 
of  my  administration  Called  to  the  f-'xec- 
utive  cha  r  against  my  own  wishes,  I  found 
myself  suddenly  turiound  by  new  and 
formidiible  perils.  Plunged  into  a  war  ol 
startling  magnitude,  in  whiih  o>ir  Slate  wai 
expected  to  form  no  inconsiderable  part 
I  deplored  that  her  helm  was  entrusttd  to 
my  untutored  hand.  How  weiphtily  I  was 
oppressed  with  that  responsibility,  no  one 
can  ever  fully  know.  How  I  havi  dis- 
charged it,  posterity  will  judge,  per'  aps 
with  less  harshness  than  those  of  the  pres- 
ent day.  For  myself.  I  can  with  sincerity 
say,  that  nothing  could  have  sustained  me 
under  it,  but  the  conscious  rectitude  of  my 
intentions,  and  unabated  zeal  in  my  coun 
try's  cause. 

Entering  now  the  retfrement  I  have  long 
coveted,  I  invoke  the  blessing  of  Provi 
dence  upon  our  stniggle.  Passing  throngb 
the  sharp  ordeal  of  war  and  suffering,  may 
we  learn  to  value  the  blessings  of  indepen- 
dence, which  at  no  distant  day  wilt  be  se- 


cured to   Louisiana,  and   the  States  with 
which  she  has  confederated. 

THO.  O.  il/OORE. 

On  motion  of  ?ur.  Butler — 

Ordered  that  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
ibove  jMessage  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

■  On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to- 
the  consideratiun  of  the  ITou«e  resolution' 
inviling  the  (Senate  to  meet  the  House  in 
j  int  session,  this  day.  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m.  for 
the  purpose  of  counting  the  votes'  cast  at 
the  last  general  election  for  Governor, 
7yieut.  Governor  and  other  State  olTie.er.^, 
which  resolution  underwent  its  several 
readings,  it  was  concurred  in.  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

On  a  further  motion  by  the  same  Si^n^- 
tor. the  &nate  withdr-w  to  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

JOINT  SES.sioy. 

^Ir.  John  Moore,  President  pro  tem  of  the 
Senate,  in  the  Chair — 

Messrs.  Abney.  Butler,  Clark.  Grav,  Lott, 
^fcDonald,  Reeves,  Rogers,  Tesada,Weaks, 
and  Weightman.     12  Senators. 

Joseph  P.  Elam.  Speaker  in  the  chair — 
Messrs.  Anderson  of  Madison.  Anderson  of 
St, Zandry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chnpman',  Co*:- 
ton,  Convillon,  Dougherty.  Drake,  Fcul- 
houze,  Gilmore.  Griffin,  Hawkins.  Head, 
Hodge.  Jack,  Joffrion,  Johnston,  .fohnson. 
Lacy,  Mayo,  Mott,  McCranie,  McKhery. 
Myers.  Murrell,  Morehead.  Osborn,  Peck, 
Perkins,  Pitre,  Pressley,  Robertson,  Snider 
of  Bossier,  Taylor  of  Carroll  and  Taylor  of 
Union.    37  Representatives. 

KECAPITDLATION. 

12  Senators. 

47  Representatives. 

■    49  Members  of  the  General  Assembly 

The  President  pro  tem  of  the  Senate  ap- 
pointed on  its  part  as  tellers,  Messrs.  Lolt 
and  Weightman. 

And  the  Speaker  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  as  tellers,  Messrs'.  Anderson 
of  St.  Landry,  Chapman    and  Mott. 

The  joint  tpllers  proceeded  to  count  the 
votes  cast  at  the  last  general  election  for 
State  o£6cers,  which  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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Mr.  ivott  ot  the  Senate,  on  behalf  the 
joint  tellers  ot  both  Houses,  reported  thai 
the  following  was  the  reeapitulation  of  he 
Folesofthe  several  Parishes  of  the  Stat-. 
to-wit : 


FOR  GOVERNOR. 

Henry  Vv.  Allen  received, 

7.402 

Leroy  ¥  Stafford, 

872 

Leonidas  Polk. 

26 

J.  W.  McDonald, 

260 

B.  L.  Hodge. 

21 

John  M.  Sandidge, 

3 

Majority  of  Henry  W.  Allen,         6,321 

FOR  LIEUT.  GOVERNOR. 

Benjamin  W.  Pearce  received,  7,119 

Hodge  Rayburn,  169 

Edward  Barry,  181 

Sam  Powers,  30 

John  Ray,  241 

Majority  of  Benj.  W.  Pearce,         G,498 

FOR  SECRETARY  OF  STATE. 

Pliny  D.  Hardy  received,  4,444 

Dr.  M.  Estes,  1,680 

Lewis  Zim,  642 

E.  R.  Eastin,  316 

R.  Ray,  3 

Dr.  F.  M.  Herrford,  11 

Majority  of  Pliny  D.  Hardy,         1 ,892 

FOR  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Flavillus  S.  Goode  received, 

B.  L.  Defreese, 

L.  D.  Simms, 

J.  H.  Muse, 

T.  J.  Semmes, 

M.  W.  Moise, 

Lewis  Zimm, 

Majority  of  F.  S.  Good*,  7,143 

FOR  AUDITOR  OP  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Hypolite  Peralta  received,  ' 

B.  L,  Defreese 
E.  A.  Hunter, 
E.  W.  Robertson, 


7,709 
1 
4 
1 

7,703 


Majority  of  Hypolite  Peralta, 

FOR  STATE  TREASURY. 

B.  L.  Defresee  received,  7,283 

FOR  SUPERINTENDENT  OF    PUBLIC  EDUCATION 

W.  H.  N.  Magruder  received,  7,440 

P.A.  "Wallier,  25 

D.  D.  Avfiry,  1 


Majority  of  W.H.  N.  Magruder,    7,414 
On  motion    by   the  same  Senator,  the 
above  was  adopted  as  the  action  of  the  tel- 
lers on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Anderson  ot  St.  Zan- 

iry,  of  the  House,   the  above    was    also 

adopted  as  the  action  of  the  tellers  on  the 

part  of  the  House. 

Henry  W.  Allen,  liaving  obtained  tb« 


majority  of  the  votes  cast  was  proclaimed 
by  the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate 
luly  elected  Governor  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
iana  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  th« 
fourth  Monday  of  January  instant. 

Benjamin  W.  Pearce,  having  obtained 
the  majority  of  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed 
by  the  Piesident  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate 
luly  elected  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana  for  the  term  of  four 
years  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  January 
instant. 

Pliny  D.  Hardy,  having  obtained  the  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast,  ivas  proclaimed  by 
the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  Secretary  of  State  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  Janu- 
ary instant. 

Flavillus  S.  Goode,  having  obtained  the 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed 
by  the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  du- 
ly elected  Attorney  General  for  the  term  of 
four  years  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  Jan- 
uary instant. 

Pypolite  Peralta,  having  obtained  the 
majority  of  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 
the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  fourth  Monday 
of  January  instant. 

B.  L.  Defreese,  having  obtained  the  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed  by 
the  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  duly 
elected  State  Treasurer  for  the  term  of  twe 
years  from  the  fourth  Monday  of  January 
instant. 

W.  H.  N.  Magruder,  having  obtained  the 
majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  proclaimed 
by  the  President  nro  tem.  of  the  Senate  du- 
ly elected  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Education  for  the  term  of  two  years  from 
the  fourth  Monday  of  January  instant. 

Mr.  Robertson  of  the  House,  by  unaD>- 
raous  consent  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  adopted : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  con- 
curring). That  a  joint  committee  of  two 
members  of  this  Senate  and  three  member* 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  such  arrangements  as  will 
be  necessary  for  the  inauguration  of  Gea. 
Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  elect  of  th« 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Whereupon  the  President  pro  tem  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate  Meaaw. 
Clark  and  Reeves. 

And  the  Speaker  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  House  Messrs  Robertson,  Snyder  of 
Bossier  and  Gilmore. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abney,  the  Senate 
withdrew  to  the  hall  of  their  sittings. 

On  reassembling  in  the  Senate  chamber, 
the  Senate  was  called  to  order  by  Job* 
Moore,  President  pro  tem. 

When  on  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  Sea- 
ate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  O'cloeW  > 

A.  M, 
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THrRSDAV,  January  21st,  18ii4. 

The  (Seoate  met  pusuant  to  adjourn- 
vient. 

Present,  Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate  in  the  chair. 

flfessrs.  Abney,  Butler,  Clark,  Gantt, 
Gray,  Lott,  1/cDonald,  Reeves.  Rogers, 
Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman.  14 
Senators. 

The  journals  of  yesterday  were  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Benjamin  R.  Gantt.  Senator  from  the 
District  composed  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, Lafayette,  Calcasieu,  and  Mr.  J  P 
Wall,  Senator  from  the  District  composed  of 
the  Parishes  of  St.  Helena,  Livingston,  St 
Tammany  and  Washington,  took  the  oath 
of  office,  which  wa^  administered  by  the 
President. 

NOTICE  OF  BILL. 
Mr.  Clark  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
ask  leave  to  introduce  at  some  future  day 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  puniah  Con 
federate  officers  and  others,  for  impressing 
private  pi'operty  contrary  to  law. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  SENATE. 

The  President  announced  to  the  Senate, 
that,  after  consultation  with  the  Hon.  Ben- 
jamin W.  Pearce,  Lieut.  Governor  elect,  he 
had  appointed  the  following  standing  com- 
mittees to-wit : 

1.  On  Elections. — Messrs.  Gantt,  Fuller, 
Butler,  Sanders  and  Barrow. 

2.  On  Claims. — Messrs.  Lolt,  McDonald. 
Abney,  Sanders  and  Rogers. 


3.  On  Unfinislied  Business. — Messrs. 
Gray,  Coco,  Wall,  Weaka  and  Rogers. 

4-  On  Enrolled  Bills.— Messrs.  Weight- 
man.  Coco,  Lott,  Dardenne,  Abney,  McDon- 
ald and  Butler. 

5.  On  Auditing  and  supervising  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate. — Messrs.  Clark. 
\Veightman  and  Fuller. 

6.  On  Public  Education. — Messrs  San- 
ders, Taylor,  Dardenne.  Fuller  and  WalL 

7.  On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  Reeves, 
Pond,  Gantt,  Texada,  Barrow  and  Weaks. 

8.  On  Confederate  Relations. — Messrs. 
Barrow,  Pond,  Reeves,  Lott  and  Texada. 

9.  On  the  Militia.— Messrs.  Butler,  Clark, 
Pond.  Weaks  and  JI/cDonald. 

10.  On  Finnnce. — Mr.  Texada,  Lott,  Mc- 
Donald, Taylor,  Abney,  Weightman  and 
Reeves. 

11.  On  Amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
Messrs.  Oswalt,  Dardenne  and  Gantt. 

12.  On  Banks  and  Band  Banking. — Messri 
Pond,  Oswalt,  Rogers,  Gray,  Coco,  Barrow 
and  Clark. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  ordered  by  the 
Seuate,  that  Mr.  John  Moore,  be  appointed 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION. 

The  President  SHbmitted  to  the  Senate  s, 
Communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Publi« 
.\cconnts,  transmitting  the  following  list  of 
all  persons  who  are  defaulters  to  the  State 
on  amount  of  public  moneys,  to-wit : 


List  of  Defaulting  State  Tax  Collectors. 


Parishes. 

Assumption, 

Avoyelles, 

do 
Bossier, 
Catahoula, 

do 

do 
Carroll, 

do 
Claiborne, 

do 
Caddo, 

do 

do 
Caldwell 

do 
DeSoto, 
East  Feliciana, 

do 

do 
Franklin. 

do 

do 
Livingston 

do 

do 

d« 


Names    of 

EARS. 

Defaulters. 

1830 

F  Blanchard 

1841 

Wm   Edwards 

1843 

do 

1848 

J  M  Hooper 

1834 

J  L  Stokes 

18;^5 

do 

1859 

D  M  Pritchard, 

1K35 

D  G  <  "lary 

1848 

E  K  Travis 

1850 

Allen  Harris 

1851 

do 

1837 

A  B  t^terrett 

1838 

do 

1839 

do 

1840 

Bowea  Hill 

1853 

F  J  Mandeville 

1848 

H  H  Woraack 

1840 

John  C  Walker 

1869 

John  W  Hays 

1854 

A  J  iaw 

1858 

Wade  Hampton 

1854 

do 

1857 

L  W  Cathey 

1836 

H  J  Bostwick 

1842 

Wm  L  Breed 

1856 

Simpson  Kemp 

1859 

Adam  Lobell 

121» 


Amount       Amocnt 

Taxes.      Licekces. 

754.00 
2007.85 
7152,75 
3228.87 

394.46 

727.59 
2.^50.64 
1394,19 
5887.89 

745,25 

994.26 

292,31 
2314,60 
1719,67 

397,62 
1001.75 

iiue,oi 

7367,64 

2726,80 

13605,23 

3229,47 

6024,18 

2572.70 

665,91 

1089.08 

1608,44 

435,64 


t6i 


13Ti 

91. 
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List  of  Defaulting  State  Tax  Collectors, 

.—Continued. 

Names  of 

Amount 

AMOfNT 

pARISUES. 

Years. 

Defai;lters. 

Taxes. 

LiCENSBS 

Morehouse, 

1843 

A  Livingston 

588.31 

do 

1844 

do 

7 LI, 03 

do 

1846 

ii  J  Bell 

1188,93 

do 

1847 

A  B  Wiufree 

1573.37 

do 

1848 

0  B  Carr 

1331,39 

do 

1859 

A  J  Bobs 

7957,17 

905 

Madisoa, 

1845 

G  W  Parkington 

1049,25 

do 

1846 

do 

3104.68 

do 

1857 

F  M  Dawson 

21,746,80 

170W 

Natchitoches 

1836 

B  F  Cliampman 

1213.47 

do 

1838 

D  S  Burnett 

2338,94 

do 

1839 

J  A  DeRiissy 

5658,34 

do 

1858 

Francois  Vienne 

981,52 

Orleans  (Right  Bank) 

1842 

L  Bernondy 

1742.31 

do               do 

1846 

do 

43.00 

Orleans  4th  Eep't  Dist. 

1847 

Wm  K  5tile3 

21,235,29 

0662,5  • 

"          4th    "        " 

1855 

Richard  McDowell 

21674.57 

543« 

6th    " 

1850 

J  A  Bonneral 

4499.06 

9th    '• 

1847 

F  Scheixnayder 

3828,67 

938,83 

Plaquemine, 

1845 

F  DeWint 

3G66,72 

Pointe  Coupee- 

1844 

H  DeCoux 

1139.06 

do 

1845 

do 

8170,70 

do 

1846 

do 

12,224.05 

Rapides, 

1839 

A  B  Cheney 

6618.62 

do 

1840 

J  itfadison  Wella 

12,678,67 

St.  Bernard, 

1854 

Andre  Morales 

6129,70 

1695 

St.  Helena 

1844 

HKemp 

528,83 

do 

1856 

J  D  Kemp 

6642,55 

162f. 

do 

1857 

Robert  F  Hodges 

555,39 

I7«»t 

Sabine, 

1849 

K  L  McDemon 

2185,63 

St.  Landry,. 

1838 

L  Andrews 

8821,62 

do 

1846 

Han  ison  Rogers 

84384,78 

do 

1849 

do 

10553,35 

do 

1850 

do 

4240,03 

do 

1851 

Baptiste  David 

5989,38 

do 

1852 

do 

6360,63 

do 

1853 

do 

495::. 97 

St.  Mary 

1839 

R  B  Roster 

9747,60 

St.  Tammany. 

1838 

S  Smith 

503.22 

do 

1856 

Lewis  L  Morgan 

6149,70 

Terrebonne. 

1853 

John  H  Field 

198(),43 

134) 

Ouachita, 

1838 

T  C  Scarborough 

1687,89 

do 

1845 

W  H  Couts 

1170,64 

do 

1849 

W  H  Diukgravo 

4590,66 

do 

1850 

do 

4638,56 

Vnion, 

1859 

A  M  Calloway 

1019.45 

Washington  r 

1836 

W  Brumfield 

719,94 

do 

1838 

J  E  Ei  win 

1050.13 

do 

1840 

L  Bankston 

355.97 

do 

1844 

W  11  MorrLs 

1393,59 

Vermillion. 

1843 

J  M  Miles 

248.84 

do 

1845 

N  Perry 

497,63 

do 

1846 

W  J  Bernard 

1 ,003.63 

do 

1847 

do 

1434.63 

do 

1850 

Elv's  LeBlanc 

2607,67 

d« 

1851 
utor's  Office, 

Ambraoise  Lacour 
Total  Amount       $ 

7.'"y7,84 

318,707,66 

$25,686,3.T 

Aee 

S«KKtBP9«T,  Li. 

,  2l8t  January,  1864. 

H.  PERALTA, 

State 

1  Auditor- 

OK    THE    SENATE. 
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On  motiiun  by  Mr.  Chirk,  the  above  coni- 
luiiiiicauoii  was  rciVrrcd  to  the  cotnaiittee 
on  l''in.n]ce.  • 

iM.Ls  r\r!ioi)'.;ci:D  wiTiioiT  notice keferukd. 
riielii^reinaftei'  named  Senators,  withiuit 
])n'vioii.s  notict',  and  with  a  siispeasion  of 
t  ly  ruii;.i  111  St  ijraniiid,  asked  aad  obtained 
;  -ive  to  introiliice  tlie  following  entitled 
i.ilis,  w  lioh  nnder.v'ent  tlieir  (ii'st  and  sec- 
Old  reu  !ii)2js  by  tli'-ir  respective  titles,  and 
\viire  rel'-rred  io  tlio  coiinnitloe  on  the  Ju- 
d.oi  vry.  viz  • 

.Mr.  JJ'.iUer. 

All  act  to  chan'i'e  the  time  of  holding 
(■oiirt  ill  tlie  Tenth  Jndicial  District. 

Mi".  WcijTJitmau. 

All  aer.  to  protect  the  pe  »ple  against  cor- 
rn\}t  and  seorjt  influence  in  matters  of  leg- 
islation. 

An  aot  to  entorce  the  attendance  of  wit- 
n  -sses  oil  tln'  siininfions  of  either  House  of 
the  (Jenenil  Assembly  and  to  compel  them 
to  discover  testimony. 

M'OSSAGE  FllO.M  THE  IIOU.'JB. 

By  a  message  from  the  House,  through 
Mr.  Isaacson,  its  Clerk,  the  concurrence  ol 
the  Senate  was  requested  in  a  Dill,  entiiled 
•An  acii  to  provide  for  the  payment  ofMem- 
iiTs.  OtQcers  aad  coutiuj;ent  expenses  ot 
;!ie  General  Assem*>ly. 

On  motion  by  iVir.  Weigbtman,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  i>ill  was  taken  up.  It 
underwent  its  several  readings,  and  on  its 
filial  passage  tho  yeas  and  nays  were  order- 
.d  to  be  taken  under  the  ruies,  which  re- 
sulted as  follows'  to-wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney.  Butler,  Clark. 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Reeves, 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight 
man-     V.)  .Senators. 

Nays — None. 

Consequently  t!ie  bill  was  concurred  in. 
aad  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Senate 
adjourued   until  to-morrow  at    10  o'clock, 

A.   M. 

FiUDAY,  January  22d,  18G4. 

T!ie  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment 

Present —        ■ 

Mr  John  Mooro.  President  pro  tern  of  the 
^'eiiattMn  the  Clmir. 

Messrs.  Abney.  15utler,Coco,  Clark.  Gray 
Gantt.  Lott.  iMcDonald.  lieeves.  Rogers 
Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman. 

15  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  pray- 
ers offered  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  Tucker. 

Tho  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  oath  of  of- 
fiee  was  adiuiuistered  by  the  President  pro 
tem.  to  Mr  A.  D.  C>)eo,  S-'uator  elect  from 
tie  Dis'rict  composed  of  the  Parishes  ot 
Avoyelles,  Pointo  Coupee,  and  Wes-t  Feli- 
ciana. 


IIESOLUTIO.VS. 

Mr  AVeightman  submitted  the  follovviua,- 
resolution  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's 
message  as  relates  to  i  lie  currency,  to  Taxes 
and  to  the  e.xpenses  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Pi- 
nance  ;  tiiat  so  nuich  as  relates  to  disburse- 
ments made  by  the  CAjmiuittee  appointed 
under  .Vi-t  Mo  "it  of  ISGIJ,  be  referred  to  a 
■special  committee  of  three,  to  be  appointed 
by  tho  President  of  the  .Sena'e  ;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  printing  the  laws  enacted 
at  Opeloii^as.  be  referred  to  the  coinmittee 
on  Auiliting  and  supei  vising  the  expenses 
>f  Ihe  Senate  ;  that  so  much  as  relates  to 
he  criminal  laws,  to  the  testimony  of  free 
I)ers(uis  of  c(dor,  to  the  returns  ol  appeals 
to  the  Supreme  court  and  to  the  jireserva 
tion  of  the  State  government,  be referied  to 
the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  impressment  of  pri- 
vate property  by  (Confederate  officers,  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Confederate 
relations;  that  so  much  as  relates  to  har- 
boring conscripts  and  deserters,  to  the  in- 
vasion and  defence  of  the  State,  snd  to  the 
purchase  ot  arms,  be  ^referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Mililia. 

W^hereupo'J  the  President  pro  tem.  ap- 
pointed Messrs  Weightman,  Coco  and 
Ivogers.  the  select  c  mmittee. 

Mr.  Weaks  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Finance 
be  empovvere<l  to  contract  with  some  of  the 
Shreveport  pa;)ers  for  the  publication  of  tte 
Journals  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Jir  Weightman,  this  reso- 
lution was  ordered  to  lie  over. 

Mr  Clark  submilted  tho  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  cou-idered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Public 
ducation  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  abolishing  the  office   of  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Education. 

iMr.  Weightman  submitted  the  following 
resolution  which  was    ordered  to    lie  ox'er. 

Resolved. That  the  committee  on  Auditing 
and  supervising  the  expenses  of  the  Senate 
be  instructed  to  have  copies  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Confederate  States  printed 
in  pamphlet  form  for  the  use  of  the^Seuate. 

NOTICE  OF  .V    niLIi. 

Mr  McDonald  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  be 
entitled  '■  An  act  to  amend  and  re-euiict  an 
Act  sus;ei>ding  all  existing  proscriptions,'" 
ai)prov(»d  June  Itlth,  l.S(I!i. 

BILLS       INTliOOfCEn     AVITUOUT      NOTICE      .WO 
REt'ERltEU. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  and  with  a  suspension  o! 
the  rules  lirst  granted,  asked  and  obtaiuea 
lleave  to   introduce  tlie   following  onlitled 


ir, 
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Bills,  wbicb  underwent  their  first  and  sec- 
ond readin.^  by  their  respective  titles,  and 
they  were  respeetively  disposed  of  as  set 
(iTth  betow.  to->\vit 

3  Ir  AVeLghliuan 

An  act  concerning:  printing  for  the  Xegis- 
1  itive  aad  Executive  Department  of  the 
'.-'to  tc  of  Louisiana,  which  was  referred  to 
thcfi'.  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mv  Wall 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson, 
ti.hicliwas  referred  to  the  committee  on 
tClfiiuifi. 

-■Jill'  Abney 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
'tle*«rters.  which  was  referred  to  the  eom- 
iniittee  on  tlio  Militia. 

Mr  W eaks 

:An  act  to  authorize  Recorders  to  admin 
iiVster  oaths  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  com- 
iniittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

■'Mr  Butler 

An  act   appropriating  S;>00,0'JO  for   the 
.^iaymeut  of  property  lost  in  the  public  ser- 
.yice,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee 
»oa  finance. 

KXECCTIVE     COMMfNICATIONS 

The  President  ,pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
«Seuate  a. communication  from  the  Auditor 
•of  Public  Accounts,  transmitting  a  report 
'  of  the.  operations  of  that  Department  from 

•  the.  1st  of  April,  up  to  the  31st  day  of  Dec- 
ember, (18G3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  reading  of 
the  same  was  dispensed   with,   and   it   was 

•  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
-Finance. 

.The  President  pro  tern,  also  laid   before 

■  the  Senate  a  communication  from  the  Com- 

•'-  niisiioner  of  Public  Lands,  transmitting  a 

report  of  the   operations   of  that  depart- 

..iiient. 

On  motiQU  by  Mr  Gantt.  the  reading  of 
';.the  same  was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was 
-  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
•    the  Judiciary. 

.  JJlXT    RESOUTIOX      INTnOUL'CKl;      WITHOUT 
NOTICK  AXl)  PAS,4KI>. 

Mr  McDonald,  without  previous  notice 
'  nnd  with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first 
•'granted,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  (Senate  and  House  ol 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  a 
joint  committee  of  three  members  of  the 
Senate,  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  books,  accounts,  vouchers,  and  other 
official  documents  in  the  offices  of  the 
Treasurer  and  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
and  report  without  delay  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

Which  underwent  iis several  readings  and 
was  adopted. 

And  the  President  pro  tem.  appointed  on 
the  committee,  Messrs  3/cDonald,  Wall  and 
WefUvS.  oil  the  part  of  iho  Senate. 


MESSACl':  IKOM  TUE  IIOISK. 

Mr  Isaacson.  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rop- 
tesentatives,  requested  tlu-  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  in  tbe  followinir  juitit  re^(lllUi()n• 

Joint  Resolution  relatiw  to  wailing  o.i 
the  Governor  in  relatien  to  the  purchase  <•!' 
Cotton  and  wool  cards  and  the  constructio.'i 
of  two  iron  clads. 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  apriointed  oii 
the  committee  il/-ssrs  Taylor  of  Carroll. 
Blanks  and  lierry  on  the  part  of  the  lloftise- 

•lOlXT       RES0IA"ri()X       KKI.AriVE       TU        IIIOX 
KOINDKIE.'^. 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appoiuled  on 
tlie  couiiuittee  J/es-:rs  lb-ad,  Murrell.  Ma\  if 
I'eck  and  I'itre,  on  the  part  of  the    llou-r 

And  joint  resolutions  relative  to  a  join' 
eoniniittee  waiting  on  the  Coinmandur  of 
the  Tran.s-Mi.ssissippi  Department. 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed  on 
the  committee  J/essrs  P"nlh(iu/e,  Preslc-'. 
Cotton,  Berry.  Johustou  of  Iberville.  Mc- 
linery  and  Blfinfes  o«i  the  part  of  the  Hoe.si-. 

HEPOKT  FROM  A    srANOlXll  CO.MMITTEK. 

J/r.  iott.  from  tb'?  committee  on  Claims 
to  whom  was  referred  Senate  Bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  reliet  of  T.  B.  Thompson." 
submitted  an  adverse  report, 

OUDKHS  OE  THE  DAV-. 

House  Messages — First  Reading.s. 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  wailing  on 
the  Governor  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of 
(Cotton  and  Wool  cards  and  the  construc- 
tion of  two  iron  clads. 

Which  underwent  its  first  reading  and 
was  ordered  to  a  second  to-morrow. 

JOINT       UE.SOIX'TION       KEL.VTIVE       TO         IKON 
KOUNDKIES. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Abney,  the  rules  wero 
.■suspended. 

It  underwent  its  first  and  second  read- 
ings, the  blank  in  the  same  was  filled  with 
the  word  "three,''  it  underwent  its  thirCi 
reading  and  was  concurred  in. 

And  the  President  pro  tem.  appointed  on 
tjie  committee  Messrs  Abney.  Clark  and 
McDonald  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Reeves,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-moiTow  at  II  o'clock,  a.  m. 

Satckday.  Jaxuaut  23,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Presi'nt,  the  Hon.  Henry  M.  Hyams. 
Liei'.t.  Goveruor  an4  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  the  Chair. 

Mte.ssrs.  Abney,  Butler,  Coco,  Clark. 
Gantt,  Gra^',  Lo.tt.  McDonald,  Moore. 
Retwes,  llogers,  Taxada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightmau. 

1.5  Senators. 

The  Journal  of  yesiwrday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Mr.  Weighjtman,  moved  that  the  President 
appoint  the  con*nittee  on  Public  Work.i. 
which  motion  wai  ordered  to  lie  over  til) 
Tuesday  week. 


OF   THi;    SENATE.. 


F/ 


Rksolitiox. 
Mr.  Weaks  submitted  the  following reso- 
luliou  which  was  considereQ  by  iiuanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to. 


tice,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  entitled 
••An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  in 
violation  of  law,  which   underwent   its  first 


Re-solved,  iThat  each  member  of  the  Pen-land  second  readings,  by  its  tittle,  audit 
ate  be  fiu'uish(ed  with  a  copy  ot  the  several|\vas  referred  to  the  commitr«e  ou  the  Judi- 
uewi^papers  published  in  the  cily  of  throve-  ciary. 


IxOfBt during  i^  session. 

MKsswr,K.  TO  THE  IlorsK 

'The  Secretary  informed  the  House  «if 
•Hepresentatives  that  the  Senate  had  c«ii- 
curred  in  the  House  joint  resniiitiwu  k\v,- 
'tivp  to  "Iron  Foundries,"  and  that  ilic  Pres- 
ident pro  t<pm.  had  appointed  .Messrs.  A\^- 
ney,  Clark  and  -VcDonald,  tiie  coninutiee 
'on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

And  he  reipiestiMl  the  conenriience  of  the 
House*  in  SoiiaK"'s  joint  resoiulion  for  1he 
iippointmeut  of  a  joint  coiuinitfec  to  e.xiwu- 
ine  the  Ix^oksand  accounts  ot  CiieTreasuu'er 
and  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

MESS.i(iK  J'KOMTUK  RilCSi;. 

By  a  message  from  the  House,  throfirli 
Mr.  Isaacson.  itsCIeik,  tiie  si.unalure  of  Jlie 
President  was  rtquest^d  to  House  bill,  en- 
■fled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  the  Members.  Officers  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  General  Assembly ,"  which 
thereupon  received  the  signature  -of  the 
President  and  was  ret\n-ned  to  the  House 

And  he  informed  the  Sena't-e  that  the 
■  House  had  concurred  in  Senate's  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  appointment  of  a  ^oint  com- 
mittee to  e.Yiimine  the  books  anil  account.- 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Anditor  of  Public 
Accounts,  and  that  t^e  Speaker  had  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Foulhouze,  Ander.son  of  St. 
Landry.  Koubieu.  Joffrion  and  Morehead, 
the  committee  on  the  piirt  of  the  House 
Mkssack  1-uom  tuk  Govkrxoij. 

IMr.  J.  II.  Hardy,  special  messenger  of  his 
E.Tcellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to  the 
Senate  a  sealed  Executive  communication. 

BlM.S  IXTKODLCEn  WITHOVT     .XOTIOK  AND  Re 
FEHHED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  and  with  a  susiiension  of 
the  rules  first  granted.  a.'*lved  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
Hills,  which  underwent  their  first  and  sec- 
ond readings  by  theirrespective  titles,  and 
were  referred  to  the  committee' on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to-wit : 

Mr.  \Yall. 

An  Act  to  authorize  a  session  of  the  Su- 
preme court  to  be  holden  in  the  town  of 
Greenburg,  La. 

An  Act  to  abolish  the  offices  of  the  dif- 
f'rent  Land  offices  in  the  State  untiltwelve 
months  after  the  existing  war. 

Mr.  Weaks. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act,  rel- 
ative to  Judicial  proceeding.s  agsfinst  per- 
sons in  the  Military  or  Naval  -service,  ap- 
proved December  2l8t.  186.1. 

.iJlLL     IXTKOOUCKI)     .VCCORDIXG    TO     XOTICE 
ANl>  REFKRUEn. 

Me.  Clark,  in  pureuanoe   toprcvipus  no- 


KEroRTs   iTiOM  ST.vxiHXf;  Committees. 

Mr.  Weightman  on  the  part  of  the  joint 
committee  on  Enrolled  Bill  of  both  Houses, 
submitted  the  fallowing  report  to-wit: 

The  undersigned  on  behalf  of  the  joint 
committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  of  the  two 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
.State  of  Ijouisiana,  have  the  honor  to  report 
that,  in  pursuance  to  the  provisions  of  An 
Act  of  the  State  Legislature,  entitled  ''An 
Act  providing  for  the  performance  ''of  the 
Clerical  business  of  the  General  Assembly."' 
approved  March  20th,  IStii,  the  joint  com- 
mittee have  met  and  have  appointed  the 
ft)llowiug  Cierks,  to-wit : 

Mr.  J.  Hamilton  llardv.  Chief  Clerk. 

Messrs.  E.  W.  Blake,  t  D.  JicCaudles, 
H.  HuTisicker.  R.  J.  Lowe,  J.  G.  Arnold, 
Emmet  Rankm  and  Samuel  Wells,  Enrol- 
ling Clerks. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 
[Signed]      THOMAS  H.  WEIGHTMAN, 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
[Signed]  J.  C.  JOFFRION, 

Chairman  House  Committee. 

And  the  same  Senator  informed  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  above  named  Clerks  would  be 
sworn  in  the  House. 

On  motion  by  tlie  same  Senator,  the  re- 
port was  adopted. 

Mr.  Reeves  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
•  ills  entitled  "An  Act  authorizing  Recor- 
ders to- administer  Oaths."  and  "An  Act  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  Courts  in  the 
Tenth  Judicial."  submitted  a  favorable  re- 
port on- each  of  said  Bills. 

And-  the  same  Senator  from  the  same  com- 
mittee to  whom  was  referred  Senate  Bill 
entitled  "An  Act  to  protect  the  people 
against  corrupt  and  secret  inHuenoein  mat- 
ters of  Legislation,"  submitted  an  adverse 
report. 

Mr.  Texada,  from  the  committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  Senate  Bill 
entitled,  "An  act  appropriating  SilOO.OOt) 
for  paymenit  of  property  lost  in  the  public 
service,"'  submitted  a  favx)rable  report  with 
amendment. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  said  Bill  which  un- 
derwent its  several  readings,  and  it  pass- 
ed. 

On  a  further  motion  by  the  same  Senattr. 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  r«quest  the 
concurrance  of  the  House  therein. 
Report  from  Select  Co.mmittee. 

Mr.  Clark  from  a  select  joint  conrmitte« 
of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  make  the  nec- 
essary arrangements  for  the  inauguration  of 
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Gen,  Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  elect,  and 
Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearce.  Lieut.  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing report,  viz : 

The  undersigned  commisfee  on  tlse  part 
of  the  Senate,  acting  in  concert  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  appoiftted  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  fci^  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Gov.  Allen  and  Lieut.  Gov.  Pearee, 
beg  leave  to  report  :  Ihat  the  ceremony 
will  take  place  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Monday,  the  25th  inst., 
at  12  o'clock,  M. 

It  was  proposed  by  the  committee,  that, 
if  the  weather  is  good  and  the  numlier  ol 
spectators  too  great  to  be  accommodated 
in  the  Hall,  that  the  ceremony  shall  take 
place  in  the  front  portico  of  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

[Signed]  SAMUEL  CLARK. 

Chairman  on  the  pari?  of  the  Senate. 

Oa  motion  the  above  report  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mr.  Texada  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referi'ed  House  Joint  resolution 
in  relation  to  waiting  on  the  Governor  in 
relation  to  the  purchase  of  cotton  and  wool 
cards,  and  the  construction-  of  iron  clads. 
submitted  a  favorable  report  by  substitute 
entitled  "Joint  resolution  requesting  the 
Governor  to  communicate  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, what  action  he  has  taken  relative  to 
the  construction  of  two  iron-dads  and  the 
purchase  of  cotton  and  wool  cards  under 
two  acts  of  the  last  Legislature. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  substitute,which  under- 
went its  several  readings  ;  it  was  adopted 
and  the  Secretary  directed  to  request  the 
Concurrence  of  the  House  thereia. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  resolu- 
tion, by  him  introduced  on  yesterday,  pro- 
♦iding  for  the  printing  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  Confederate  States  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate;  when  on  motion  by  Mr.  Ab 
aey,  the  further  consideration  of  the  same 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a  resolu- 
tion by  him  introduced  on  yesterday,  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the  Journals 
of  the  Senate,  when  Mr.  Weightman  offer- 
ed the  following  as  a  substitute  : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  Senate  be  appoinied 
by  the  President  to  confer  with  the  publish- 
ers of  the  newspapers  in  the  city,  and  as- 
certain the  cost  and  expense  of  publishing 
the  daily  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  and  to 
report  to  the  Senate,"  which  substitute  was 
accepted  and  adopted. 

And  the  President  appointed  on  the  com- 
mittee Messrs.  Weaks,  weightman  and  Ab- 
ney. 

ORDERS  OP  THE  DAT — 2d   UEAWXfiS. 

Aq  Act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson, 


On  m(itit)ii  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  further 
ciiiisideratiou  of  this  bill  was  postponed, 
inditwas  uiade   the  special  order  of  the 

l:iY  for  Wednesday  next. 

Joint  rer-iilution  relative  to  a  joint  C(»m- 
ini;tee  wailing  on  the  commander  of  llie 
Tr;uisV.issis>ii)pi  Department 

»n  i!i;Hi(tn  by  Mr.  Lott.  the  fnrtlier  con- 
silorati'iii  oi  the  same  was  indefinitely  pos.- 

,:ed. 

\n  ae'  to  dv-mge  the  time  of  bolding 
court  in'  Peniii  Judicial  District. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Biitlei'  the  further  oon- 
si  Icratiuri  ol  this  Bill  was  postponed  and- 
ii  was  inadv'  'h<.'  special  order  of  the  day 
fci    fues  lay  ne  ;t. 

An  act  to  pi-oa-ct  the  people  against  cor- 
rujit  and  .seci''/t  iiifiiience  i:i  mattars  of  Le;.-- 
ii-la'ion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Reeves  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

An  act  authorizing  Recorders  to-  admin- 
ister Oaths. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  rulos  werf' 
suspended';  this  bill  underwent  its  'id  an.l 
3d' reading,  it  passed- and  tiie  Secretary  wa< 
directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of  th.> 
House  thereto. 

ExBCL'TlvE  Session. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Zctt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded with  closed  doors,. to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business- and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re-open- 
ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Butler  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  Monday  at  li)  o'clock,  .\.  M. 


MONDAY,  Jan.  25,  ]8(]4. 
The  Senate   met  pursuant   to  adjour;'i- 
ment. 

Present — Hon.  Henry  M.  Tlyams,  Lieu'. 
Governor  and  President  of  the  Senate,  {« 
the  Chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow.  Butler.  Coco. 
Clark,  Gantt.Gray,  iott.  McDonald,  Moore. 
Reeves,  Rogers.  Texada,  Wall.  Weaks  au'! 
Weightman.     16  Senators. 

The  Jourcjal  of  Saturday  wae  read  an  1 
approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gray,  the  oath  requir 
ed  by  Act  No.  15  of  the  State  Legislatnr.-' 
entitled 

"  Au  act  prescribing  an  additional  oat') 
to  be  tak(Mi  by  State,  District.  Parish  and 
Municipal  Officers,  'approved  June  6tli, 
1803,'  was  administered  by  the  President 
to  Mr,  Alexander  Barrow,  Senator  from  the 
District  composed  of  the  Parishes  of  West 
Baton  Rouge,  West  Feliciana  and  Ea«t 
Baton  Rouge. 

EXECUTIVE  C0M.MUNICATI0N. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communicatioti  from  his  Excellency,  Thos 
0.  Moore,  Governor  of  this  State,  relative 
to  the  contingent  expences  of  the  Execu 
five  since  the  30th  day  of  December,  1862 
accompanied  with  vouchers. 


OP   THE   SENATE. 
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Oa  motion  of  il/r.  Gantt,  it  was  referred 
to  the  joint  committee  of  both  Houses  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  books  and  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts. 

KEPORT  KKOM  A  STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr  Butler,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Militia  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  Bill 
entitled. 

"An  act  to  punish  persons  for  hai bo  ring 
deserters,"  submitted  a  favorable  report 
with  aa  amendment. 

On  motion  by  xAIr.Abney,  the  rules  were,  j^^  appreciation  by  you  of  aa 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  Us  second|„,.;,,,'^,'ui..:„.,,i  .u_  i.„  .i,„i  „,.. .;. 
and  third  readings,  and  it  passed. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  thereiu. 

iJlI.I.S  INTRODUCED  WITHOtT    NOTICE  AND    RE 
FERUKD. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  and,  with  a  suspension  of 
t'le  rules  first  grantid,  asked  and  obtained 
Leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
l)iUs  which  underwent  their  first  and  second 
roadingc  by  their  respective  titles,  and  they 
were  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
«u  the  Judiciary,  to-wit : 

Mr.  Butler. 

An  tict  to  repeal  the  67th  Section  of  the 
act  entitled,  "An  act  relative  to  crimes  and 
offences."  approved  March  It,  1853. 

Mr.  Reeves. 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
Bonds. 

BILL      INTRODCCED     WITHOUT     NOTICE     AND 
PASSED. 

Mr.  Moore,  without  previous  notice  and, 
with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first  granted, 
»  ked  and  obtained  leave  lo  introduce  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  lepea!  the  2d  Sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitle.!  Ail  act  relative  to 
the  State  Library,''  appioved  March  15th, 
1855,  which,  after  a  further  suspension  of 
the  rules,  underwent  its  several  readings 
and  it  passed. 

On  a  further  motion  by  the  same  Senator. 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  therein. 

J/r.  John  Moore  in  the  Chair. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  Texada  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions which  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Presidency  of  Lieut. 
Gov.  Hyams  has  been  characterized  by  sig- 
nal ability,  strict  impartiality  and  a  zeal 
which  never  tired. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate 
and  the  tribute  "well  done,  good  and  faith 
fal,"are  hereby  tendered  him  as  a  partmg 
testimonial. 

Hon.  Henry  M.  Hyams  resumed  the  chair 
and  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Senate  in 
the  following  farewell  address  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  ;— I  am  extremely 
grateful  for  the  warm  testimonial  which  you 


have  just  passed  upon  my  official  career  as 
President  of  your  body  for  the  last  four 
years.  It  is  not  the  fii-st  evidence  of  th« 
confidence  which  I  have  been  forced  to  re- 
ceive at  your  hands,  and  the  grateful  re- 
membrance of  which  I  will  carry  with  me 
as  a  consolation,  in  the  midst  of  our  troa- 
bles,  to  that  retirement  which  now  awaits 
me.  Gentlemen,  no  member  of  the  benate 
has  been  more  sensible  than  myself  of  the 
indulgence  with  which  my  official  acts  have 
been  received  by  :he  Senate  f^r  the  last 
four  years,  and  I  am   satisfied  ibat  it  was 

motives 
which  obtained  for  me  that  consideration — 
called  to  the  Senate  some  eight  years  since, 
when  party  spirit  ran  high,  the  subject  fov 
some  years  of  its  asperity  and  an  active 
participant  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  both, 
in  attack  and  defence,  it  could  scarely  be 
expected  that  in  being  raised  to  the  Presi- 
dency of  your  body,  I  could  entirely  sup- 
press those  unrestrained  feelings  of  an  ar- 
dent temperament  which  characterized  my 
Senatorial  career.  I  endeavored  however 
to  do  so,  and  your  unqualified  approval  of 
my  course  as  your  presiding  officer  gives 
me  the  satisfaction  of  believing  that  I  suc- 
ceeded in  some  degree  in  the  exercise  of 
that  impartiality  which  it  was  both  my  duty 
and  my  most  ardent  desire  to  observe. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  about  to  close  in  .t 
few  momenta  my  political  connection  with 
you,  I  cannot  do  so  without  raising  my 
voice  as  a  citizen  of  our  beloved  and  unfor- 
tunate Louisiana  to  adjure  you  as  repre- 
senting in  part  her  sovereigaty  to  remon- 
strance and  to  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manuer  against  the  policy  which  has  been 
avowed  of  "'drawing  the  enemy  into  the 
interior,"  whereby  the  little  of  territory 
that  yet  remains  free  from  the  possession  of 
our  vindictive  and  ferocious  foe  will  be 
abandoned  to  him. 

Gentlemen,  I  honor  the  brave  and  chi- 
valric  soldier  to  whom  has  been  confided 
the  defence  of  our  beloved  State.  It  would 
be  worse  than  idle  in  one  whose  whole  life 
has  been  exclusively  devoted  to  civil  pur- 
suits to  question  any  military  or  stragetic 
movement;  but  this  I  do  know  and  feel 
that  further  "to  draw  the  enemy  into  the 
interior"  is  to  abandon  the  whole  State  to 
the  permanent  occupancy  of  the  enemy. — 
With  our  200,000  slaves,  oar  grainaries  of 
corn,  our  cotton  and  sugar,  our  molasses, 
our  cattle,  our  household  goods,  the  graves 
of  our  sires,  and  our  children,  and  worse 
than  this,  tha^i  a!!,  it  forces  us  to  leave  our 
helpless  wive^  and  children  within  the  lines 
of  the  hateful  enemy,  subject  to  the  insub'. 
and  outrages  of  ruffian  soldiery  and  the 
insolence  of  thjir  own  slaves.  It  forces  us 
to  abandon  our  families  or  share  their  fate. 

Can  we  fly  v.ith  them  to  our  sister  Stats 
of  Texas?— ho -/'.table  now  no  more,  if  the 
reports  of  some  of  our  late  unfortunate 
refugees  be  true.     Are  you  prepared  ta 
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meet  this  doom  without  a  great  effort  to 
avert  it.  Senators,  I  adjure  you  by  all  that 
is  dear  to  mca,  by  all  you  hold  sacred,  by 
the  love  you  bear  your  families,  by  the  re 
membrance  of  the  sturdy  ancestry  from 
which  you  sprung,  by  the  hopes  to  which 
you  have  always  clung  of  securing  to  your- 
selves and  your  posterity  the  blessings  ot 
I'^ree  Government,  to  protest  against  this 
policy  aud  to  call  upon  the  Confederate 
Government  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
as  a  sovereign  State,  for  that  protection 
which  of  right  is  ours  by  the  compact  ol 
confederation,  and  I  appeal  to  you  nov>' 
and  forever  to  oppose  any  policy  which 
if  persisted  in,  will  annihilate  Louisiana  as 
a  State,  blot  her  out  from  the  map  of  Amer- 
ica and  drive  forth  her  people  as  outcasts 
naked  into  the  wilderness.  Senators,  1 
forbear  from  pursuing  this  subject  farther. 
Let  us,  one  and  all  prepare  at  once  for  the 
imminent  deadly  struggle.  The  enemy  is 
at  your  door  and  with  the  first  flood  will 
sweep  over  the  land,  with  the  declared  ob- 
ject of  dooming  you  to  destruction.  Let 
us  manfully  contest  inch  by  inch  every  fool 
of  the  sacred  soil  yet  remaining  to  us,  and 
in  the  end  victory  will  surely  crown  our 
eftorts;  and  if  we  perish,  better  a  thousand 
times  honorable  graves  than  base  submis- 
sion.    Gentlemen,  I  have  done. 

Message  fkom  tuk  House. 
Mr.  Issacson,  Clerk  oi  the  House,  inform- 
ed the  Senate  that  the  House  had  concur- 
red in  Senate's  Joint  Resolution  requesting 
the  Governor  to  communicate  to  the  Legis- 
lature what  action  he  has  taken  relative  to 
the  construction  of  two  iron-clad s  and  the 
purchase  of  cotton  and  wool  cards  under 
two  acts  of  the  la~t  Legislature. 

And  he  announced  that  the  House  was 
ready  to  receive  the  Senate  in  the  Hall  of 
its  sittings  in  order  to  participate  in  the 
inauguration  of  the  Governor  and  Lieut. 
Governor  elect. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Texada,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  above  invitation,  the  Sen- 
ate repaired  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

JOINT   SE.SSION-. 

Hon.  Henry  M.  Hyams,  Lieut.  Governor 
and  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the  Chair. 

Present — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Butler, 
Coco, Clark,  Gantt.  Gray,  Zott,  McDonald, 
Moore,  Eeeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightman. 

16  Senators. 

Hon.  J.  B.  Elam,  Speaker  of  the  House, 
in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  of  Madison,  Anderson, 
of  St.  Landry,  Berry,  Blanks,  Chapman, 
Cotton,  Couvillion,  Dougherty,  Drake, 
Foulhouse,  Gilmore,  Griffin,  Hargis,  Haw- 
kins, Head,  Helm,  Hodge,  Jack,  Jew 
ell,  Joffrion,  Johnston  of  Iberville.  John- 
ston of  Rapides,  Jamison,  Mayo,  Mott, 
McCranie,  McEnery,  J/yers,  Murrell,  More 


lie;id,  Newsom,  Peck.  Perkins,  Pitre.  Pres.^ 
ley,  Robertson,  Roubieu,  Snyder  of  flossier. 
Snyder  of  Tensas,  Taylor,  of  Carroll,  and 
Taylor  of  Union. 
42  Representatives. 

KECAl'ITULATIOX. 

16  Senators. 

42  Representatives. 


Total  58  Members  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly. 

The  President  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
ture the  following  jn-ogriunme  adopted  by 
the  Joint  Committee  of  arrangements  : 
Progntmme. 
1st.  The  two  Houses  shall  meet  in  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  at 
lli|  o'clock,  a.  m..  and  repair  thence  to  the 
front  the  C.ipitol. 

2d.  Roll  call  of  the  two  Houses. 
3d.  Administration  of  oath  to  Gov.  Allen 
aud  Lieut.  Gov.  I'earce. 

4th  Inauguration  by  Gov.  Allen. 
5th.  Adjournment  of  two  Houses  to  their 
respective  Chambers. 

(Signed)  SAM.  CLARK. 

Ch'm.  Joint  Com.  of  Inauguration. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of  the 
House,  the  General  Assembly  procf^edod 
in  a  body  to  the  portico  of  the  Court-House 
aud  having  there  arrived,  it  was  called  lu 
order  by  the  lion.  Henry  jj.  Hyams,  Lieut. 
Governor  and  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
the  Hon.  Joseph  B.  Elam,  Speaker  of  the 
House   of  Representatives. 

The  rolls  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  called  with  tlie 
same  result  as  above. 

The  Governor  of  the  State,  with  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieut.  Governor  elect,  accom- 
panied by  the  Joint  Committee  of  arrange- 
ments appeared  and  conducted  to  appro- 
priate seats  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitutior 
and  laws  of  this  State  was  administered  ..« 
Gen.  Henry  W.  Allen.  Governor  elect,  aud 
to  the  Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearce,  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  elect,  by  the  Hon.  Rol  .>id 
Jones,  Judge  of  the  Tenth  Judicial  District 
of  this  State,  and  the  ex-Governor  present- 
ed to  the  General  Assembly  the  Governor 
of  Xouisiana. 

His  Excellency  Henry  W.  Allen  there- 
upon delivered  the  following  inaugural 
address,  to-wit : 

Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly 

and  Fellow -Citizens  : 

Having  lieen  called  to  the  Executive  chair 
by  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  State, 
I  now  enter  upon  the  duties  of  tbat  ofBce 
with  the  proud  satisfaction  that  I  have  the 
confidence  of  the  citizens  of  Louisiana. — 
That  confidence,  1  trust,  has  not  been  mis- 
placed, for  it  shall  be  the  sole  object  of  my 
life,  to  serve  the  State  faithfully,  honestly, 
and  zealously. 
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Without  any  solicitation  wliatevcr  on  my 
part,  I  have  been  elected  to  the  highest 
honor  within  the  gift  of  the  people  If  1 
were  ambitiovis.  the  measure  ot  my  ambi- 
tion is  full.  To  be  called  to  the  helm  in 
these  stormy  tin>es,  to  pilot  the?hip  of  State. 
(I  trust  to  a  port  of  .safety)  is  indeed  honor 
enough  for  any  man.  I  would,  therefore. 
])e  recreant  to  every  principle  uf  honor,  of 
manliness  and  of  patriotism  if,  I  permitted 
any  thing  but  a  high  sense  of  conscientious 
duty  to  govern  ne  in  the  administration  of 
the  aflairs  of  State.  I  shall  not  falter  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  me  by 
the  constitution,  but  whesever  the  good  ol 
the  people  require  it,  and  I  have  the  power. 
I  .-^ball  take  all  respon.sibilities,  and  trust 
to  you  and  your  coBstitueuts  to  support 
me. 

J7y  distinguished  predecessor  this*  day 
leaves  the  Executive  chair,  and  returns  to 
private  life.  I  fully  appreciate  the  trials 
and  troubles  througli  which  he  has  been 
called  to  ]3ass.  I  honor  his  spotless  integ- 
rity and  his  patriotie  heart.  May  long  life 
and  happiness  attend  hini.  for  he  has  been 
to  tlie  State  a  faithful  servant. 

The  people  having  called  me  from  the 
camp  to  assume  the  robes  of  civil  ofiBce. 
come  weal — come  woe — I  am  prepared  to 
do  my  duty.  For  nearly  three  years  we 
have  battled  with  a  cruel  and  vindictive 
foe.  We  have  sulTered  many  losses,  and 
gained  many  victories.  The  spirit  of  our 
people  is  still  unbroken  The  fires  of  pa 
t  otism  still  blaze  as  brightly  on  hill-top 
a  d  on  mountain,  as  when  this  great  revo- 
lution began.  Many  portions  of  our  fair 
State  have  been  overrun  by  the  enemy, 
many  houses  and  homes  have  been  burned 
and  destroyed — many  brave  men  have 
died  in  defense  of  our  soil.  Age  and  inno- 
cence have  alike  been  murdered,  and  the 
widow  and  the  orphan  have  been  brought 
to  the  door  of  starvation.  The  enemy, 
glutted  with  murder,  rapine  and  plunder, 
seem  to  have  sickened  at  their  own  outrag- 
es, and  are  now  offering  terms  of  peace  ;  a 
species  of  mock  pardon.  But  what  terms 
of  peace  does  the  bloody  Moloch  at  Wash- 
ington suggest  to  his  Congress  ? 

1st.  You  must  give  up  all  your  negroes 
and  make  them  your  equals. 

The  coustitutioit  of  the  United  States 
guarantees  property  in  your  slaves — for 
Washington,  and  Madison,  and  Jelferson, 
were  all  slave-holders  under  that  constitu 
tion.  But  iincoln's  proclamation  over- 
rides all  constitutional  and  judicial  barriers, 
and  aims  a  death  blow  at  your  dearest 
rights. 

2ad.  You  mast  swear  not  only  to  sup- 
port the.  Federal  constitution,  but  all  the 
nefarious  acts  of  the  Black  Republican 
party,  and  the  unconstitutional  proclama- 
tions of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

3rd.  You  must,  if  required,  hunt  down 
jour  brother  and  your  neighbor,  bind  them 


hand  and  foot,  and  deliver  them  up  to 
death.  The  father  who  has  sons  in  the 
Confederate  army,  is  ordered  to  forswear 
the  lands  of  his  birth  or  adoption,  and  aid 
in  the  assassination  of  his  own  off- 
spring. 

The  fiend  of  hell  in  all  his  malice  never 
conceived  such  unnatural  and  infernal 
wickedness ! 

Great  God !  Peace  to  whom !  Peace  to 
you  whose  brothers  have  been  slain — whose 
ands  have  been  despoiled — whose  homes 
have  been  burned — whose  wives  and  whose 
daughters  have  been  basely  insulted! — 
"Tisthe  voice  of  the  murderer  with  bloody 
hands  reeking  from  hi:^  assassination,  who 
now  proposes  terms  of  amity  to  the  brother 
of  his  bleeding  victim !  'Tis  the  incendia- 
ry outlaw  who  returns  from  burning  your 
houses  and  despoiling  you  lands  !  "Tis  the 
black  hearted  villian  who  has  insulted  your 
wives  and  daughters,  and  who  now  asks 
you  to  take  a  seat  around  his  loathsome 
lireside  and  bask  in  the  smiles  of  his  own 
licentioiisness  !  Forbid  it.  Almighty  God  ! 
Let  there  be  no  peace  between  us  until  we 
are  free  forever  from  this  accursed  race  ! — 
Is  peace  so  sweet  as  to  be  purchased  at  the 
price  of  reconstructioH  !  Oh,  think  not  of 
reconstruction !  Reconstruction  means 
subjugation,  ruin  and  death.  The  martyrs 
of  our  holy  cause — those  heroic  men  who 
shed  tlieir  blood  for  us  at  Manassas,  at  Shi- 
loh,  at  Sharpsburg,  and  a  hundred 
other  battle  fields,  would  rise  in  solemn 
procession  from  the  chambers  of  the  dead 
and  rebuke  this  unholy  alliance.  A  gal- 
lant young  Louisianiau  was  dying  on  the 
field  of  Shiloh  ;  as  I  passed  him,  he  called 
me  to  his  side,  said  he  ;  •'  My  Colonel,  1  am 
dying.  If  you  should  live  to  get  back  to 
Louisiana,  tell  my  aged  father  that  I  died 
for  my  country,  and  oh,  tell  him  to  fight 
this  battle  out — to  lose  negroes  and  lands 
and  life  itself,  but  never,  never  go  back  to 
the  old  Union." 

Tho.se  words  are  still  ringing  in  my  ears, 
and  I  tell  them  to  you  to-day  •  "Lose  ne- 
groes, lose  lands,  lose  every  thing,  lose  life 
itself,"  but  never  think  of  reconstruction. — 
There  is  a  sea  of  blood  between  us,  we  can- 
not pass  that  sea.  Let  us  rather  add  there- 
to a  wall  of  living  fire,  and  a  gulf,  deep  and 
dark  of  eternal  hate.  I  speak  to  day  by 
authority,  I  speak  as  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  and  I  wish  it  known  at 
Washington  and  elsewhere,  that  rather  than 
reconstruct  this  goveniment  and  go  back 
to  the  Union,  on  any  terms  whatever,  the 
people  of  Louisiana  will,  in  convention  as- 
sembled, without  a  dissenting  voice,  cede 
the  State  to  any  European  power.  Givn 
us  the  guillotine  or  Botany  Bay,  the  knout, 
or  Siberia,  the  bow-string  or  the  Bosphor 
us,  rather  than  suffer  the  brutal  outrages  oi 
Yankee  subjugation.  I  speak  to-day  not 
only  for  the  loyal  citizens  of  Louisiana  who 
have  stood  by  the  State  in  all  her  trials,  but 
in  behalf  of  ike  misguided  individuals  who 
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have  becB  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government.  In 
their  hearts  they  are  true  to  us  and  are 
praying  daily  for  the  triumph  of  our  arms. 
They  have  telt  the  very  iron  in  their  souls, 
and  know  full  well  the  course  of  recon- 
struction. I  speak  by  authority,  for  they 
write  me  daily,  that  they  would  rather,  by 
ten  thousand  times,  be  the  subjects  of  the 
Emperor  of  France,  than  the  slaves  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  If  God  in  his  inscrutable 
Providence,  should  permit  the  enemy  to 
overwhelm  us,  then  let  us  retire  to  our 
mountains  and  our  caves,  and  there  let  us 
swear  by  the  blood  of  our  murdered  fath- 
ers, brothers — by  the  sufferings  and  insults 
of  our  mothers,  wives,  and  sisters,  that  we 
will  issue  forth  and  hunt  the  enemy,  as  we 
bunt  the  wild  beast  of  the  forest.  Oh !  give 
us  honorable  graves  by  far,  in  preference 
to  base  servitude,  to  chains  and  slavery. 

"Aye!  better,  be 
Where  the  ensanguined  Spactans  still  are 

free. 
In  their  proud  charnel  of  Thermopylae." 

The  despot  who  now  sits  upon  the  Fed- 
eral throne,  is  doubtless  dreaming  of  the 
axe  and  halter— of  the  rack  and  dungeon- 
wherewithal  to  wreak  his  vengeance  on  his 
supposed  rebellious  subjectii.      So  once. . 

"At  midnight,  in  his  guarded  tent^ 
The  Turk  was  dreaming  of  the  hour 
When  Greece.her  knee  insuppliancebent 
Should  tremble  at  his  power. 
Morning  came — Marco  Bozarris  was  there. 
The  Turk  it  was  that  died,  and  Greece  was 
free.    Our  Bozarris  will  yet  live  to  see  the 
proud  oppressor  humbled  in  the  dust.    The 
history  of  the  world  does  not  show  a  solita 
ry  instance  wherein  six  millions  of  brave 
people,  determined  to   be  free,  were  ever 
conquered.    The  wars  of  Scotland   began 
by  Stir  William  Wallace    and   the  Bruce 
were  carried  on  for  a   century  against  the 
power  of  England,  and  would  have  been 
eontined  to  this  day  by  the  brave  Scets, 
but  Scotland's  King  became  the  Sovereign 
of  the  Realm.     The  history  of  the  Nether- 
lands and  the  Low  Countries  is  full  of  inter- 
est—full of  encouragement  to  every  pa- 
triot's heart.     The  militia,  a    mere    mob, 
badly  officered,  and    poorly   armed    and 
equipped,  fought  the  armies  of  Spain,  then 
the   "harnessed   chivalry''  of  Europe,  for 
years    and  years,*?  one  generation  taking 
up  the  war  where  the  other  had  left  it,  un- 
til the  Dutch  Republic  finally  triumphed. 
But  the  history  of  the  American  Revolution 
claims  our  attention  more  than  any  other. 
We  have  as  yet  fought  but  three  :  our  fath- 
ers fought  for  seven  long  years.    At  one 
time   all  their    ports    were   more    closely 
blockaded   than  ours— Boston    and    New 
York    and  Philadelphia— Baltimore,  Nor- 
folk, Charleston  and  Savannah,  were  all  in 
the  hands  of  the  British,  and  remained  in 
\hm  possesBion  for  years.    After  a  most 


disastrous  campaign,  Gen.  Wa.shingtori 
crossed  the  Delaware  with  only  three  thou- 
sand weary-worn  soldiers.  lie  had  no 
army  stores,  no  parks  of  artillery,  no  ar- 
senals, no  foundries,— still  he  did  not  des- 
pair. He  trusted  in  God  and  fought  the 
British,  and  at  Yorktown  gained  our 
independence.  Shoxild  you  be  despondent 
when  you  have  an  army  of  three  hundred 
thousand  men  in  the  held,  commanded  by 
such  generals  as  Lee.  Beauregard  anil 
Johnston  ':  After  all  our  wars  and  sieges 
and  battles — after  disease  and  death  have 
done  their  work,  we  still  have  in  this  Con- 
federacy, between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
fifty,  700, (iOO  men.  The  two  States  of 
Georgia  aiiil  Alabama  alone  can  easily  fur- 
nish the  eulire  Confederacy,  east  ot  the 
il/ississippi  river,  with  corn.  South  Caro- 
lina furnishes  rice,  and  Florida  the  beef.— 
Who  talks  then  of  despair  ?  who  is  despond- 
ing^ Let  the  croaker  goto  his  wife,  if  he- 
has  one,  and  tie  himself  to  her  apron  strings 
and  nurse  the  children  the  rest  of  his  days ! 
Providence  has  smiled  upon  tbe  land 
everywhere,  and  blessed  us  with  bread  in 
abundance.  Gen.  Marion  lived  upon  hard 
fare — Gen.  Lee  does  the  same  ;  he  lives  on; 
the  same  fare  with  the  humblest  soldier. — 
But  they  all  have  enough.  The  heart  must; 
be  ungrateful  indeed  that  murmurs  now, 
when  we  have  carried  on  this  great  strug- 
gle for  three  years,  and  still  there  is  plenty 
in  the  land. 

Our  people,  it  is  true,  have  suffered  much^ 
but  they  bear  their  losses  with  patriotic 
fortitude.  Yes,  our  people  have  suffered. — 
how  much,  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verse only  knows.  The  world  will  never 
know.  In  the  country  parishes,  black  des- 
olation is  found  in  the  trail  of  the  despoil- 
er.  Farm  houses  have  been  stripped  of 
every  article  of  furniture — barns  and. 
fences  destroyed,  the  implements  of  hus- 
bandry have  been  burnt,  and  the  very 
cloth  of  the  poor  widow  has  been  cut  from 
the  loom  by  the  orders  of  yankee  generals. 
In  our  cities  it  has  been  worse.  The  Beast 
Butler  came  to  New  Orleans  a  poor  New 
England  bankrupt,  with  empty  pockets  and 
a  lie  upon  his  coward  lips.  He  left  that 
devoted  city  with  the  maledictions  of  all, 
for  he  basely  insulted  the  women  and  robb- 
ed the  men.  The  untold  millions  of  wealth 
that  this  Beast  stole  in  New  Orleans  are 
only  known  to  himself  and  hia  robber 
brother. 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  I 
arraign  you  to  day  at  the  bar  of  the  civil- 
ized world.  You  told  the  people  of  New 
Orleans  upon  your  arrival  there,  that  none 
should  be  compelled  to  take  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  Federal  Government,  but 
that  it  was  a  privilege  to  be  sought  after 
by  the  citizens.  But  just  so  soon  as  yo» 
had  them  in  your  power,  you  require* 
every  man  and  woman  in  the  city  to  come 
forward  and  take  that  oath.    Many   '-^■' 
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mid  many  stayed  and  registered  themselves 
iis  enemies.     Then  began   by   your  orders 
Ihe  most  oiitrageons  promiscuous  plunder- 
ing that  was  ever  witnessed   on  this  conti- 
nent,    it    Wiis    indeed    the  saturnalia    of 
thieves.     All  were  robbed  who  came  under 
Ihe  ban  of   your  displeasure.    A  very   r:  - 
pectable  merchant  of  that  city,  a  non-com- 
liatant,  findini^  that  he.  like  all   his  friends 
;iud  neii^libors,  would  be  robbed,   sold  his 
silver  plale.  a  l.ir?:^  and  valuable  set.  to  a 
widow  lady  to  whom  he    was   indel)ted. — 
This  lady  put  the  plate  on  board  a  Danish 
ship,  and  took  bills  of  lading  for   same— 
Vou  beard  of  it.  sent  armed   soldiery,  took 
the    ship,    broke   opeu   the    hatches,   and 
seized  tJie  plate.     Not  satisfied   with   that 
you  sent  this  merchant  to  Ship  Island  and 
kept  him  there,    at  hard  labor  for   months 
You  arrested  another  merchant  and  ile- 
inanded  his  plate — he  informed  you  he  had 
•<ent  it  off.     Your  re!)ly  was,  "  The  plate  or 
Ship  Island."'     Finding  that   you  could  not 
get  the  plale.  you   released   him  upon  lii-^ 
paying  you  alargeamount  of  money,  which 
)noney    you    pockett'd.     These    are    facts 
-worn  to  and  subscrllied  in  my   oRice,  and 
I  record  them  here  to  show  to  the  civilized 
world  how  the  people  of  Louisiana   have 
been    treated   by   one   of  the  SHi-aps   ol 
.Vbraham  Xincoln.     Every   Sabbath  morn- 
ing, the  thieves  met  at  the  den  of  the  Heast. 
aud  the  stealings  of  t]i>    pa-t    we>'k    were 
divided  out.     To   thi'  jackals   he   gave  the 
spoons    and  the    trinkets,   but  reserved  to 
himself  the  lion's  share,  the  coin,  the  plate 
and  the    jewels.     A    large  i)or;ion  of    the 
moveable  wealth  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  lower  Louisiana  has  been    transferred 
to  the  pockets  of  ihis  blear-eved,  incaraat." 
devil — a  great  part  of  which   he    put   into 
Foreign   exchange  and   sent   to   Europe  ; 
and  now  he  is  by  far   the   richest   man   on 
the  continent.     He  can  loan  money  to  the 
Rothschilds,  'and    buy  out    the   wealuhies 
citizen   of  New   York.    Cicero   has  given 
the  name  of  Verres  immortal  infamy,  and 
that  of  Butler  i?  now  known  throughout  the 
civilized   world  as    a  synonym  for    crime 
cewardice  and  brutality.     When  the  South 
ern  student  shall  in  future  ages,  study  thi 
classics,  as  he  reads  that  beautiful  oration 
of  Cicero  against  Verres.  he  will   involun- 
tary   pause,    and  for   the  Sicilian    robber 
will  read,  Butler  the  Beast !    "  I   ask  now. 
Verres,  what  hast  thou  to  say  against  this 
charge?"    I   ask   now,  Butler    the  Beast 
what  has  thou  to  say  against  thy   dark  and 
damning    crimes!     At    the  dead    hour  ol 
night,  upon  the  false  accusation  of  a  negro 
woman,  you  dragged  from  a   sick  bed    an 
aged  man.  one  of  the  most  respectable  citi- 
zens of  New  Orleans,  and  thrust  liim  into  a 
cold  and  miserable  cell.     lie  died  of  your 
treatment.     His  wife,  an  amiable,  well  bred 
and  lovely  woman,  went  to  you,  and  ui)on 
her  knees  begged  for  her  husband.     You 


that  lady,  and  drove  her  from  your  bloMtid 
presence  with  the  most  vulgar  andcb-cene 
oaths.  With  the  fiendish  heart  of  the  hyena, 
you  tore  open  the  tomb  of  General  Albert 
Sidney  .Jwhuson.  aud  robbed  the  giave  of 
that  gallant  soldier.  You  may  never  feel 
the  halter  draw  in  this  world.  You  may 
live  to  old  age.  and  possibly  d'o  in  your 
bed,  with  your  stolen  [)ropei  ty  around  yon. 
■Sut  a  day  will  come,  the  -  dies  irof  will 
come,  when  you  shall  meet  face  t )  face  the 
women  you  have  brutally  iusiihe  I.  and  the 
men  yon  have  robbed  andmuidereu.  at  the 
bar  oV  an  avenging  God  !  Bew  are  the  fate 
of  Verres.  lie  died  a  felon's  deiith.  Mark 
.^.ntliony  demanded  a  portion  of  his  ill- 
gmten  gains  :  he  refused  and  wa-  slain.— 
When  lead  to  death  ho  begg-'d  for  th.it 
mercy  he  had  so  often  denied  to  others. — 
The  spirits  of  your  murdered  victims  say. 
beware!  The  living  friends  of  the  dead 
say,  beware!  The  jiatient  search  of  the 
vigil  long"'  will  ibid  you  on'...  and  drag  you 
'Vom  your  hiding  place.  Your  coat  of  mail 
will  not  save  you.  for  y&iu-  liour  will  vome 
at  last. 

There  is  in  the  Vatican  at  Rome,  an  ex- 
traordinary painting  by  one  or'  the  old  mas- 
iers.  It  is  called  "the  "  Pevil  reproving 
sin."  The  great  artist  has.  by  prophetic 
pencil,  portrayed  the  exact  features  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler.  As  statues  will,  no  doubt, 
be  erected  to  him  in  all  the  Federel  cities, 
I  suggest  that  the  holy  lather.  I'ius  the 
Ninlli,  be  urgently  solicited  to  send  tLis 
painting  to  the  city  of  New  Oi  leans,  fov  the 
present  and  all  future  ages  to  behold  with 
lorror  and  disgust. 

In  the  small  city  of  Baton  Rouge,  the  cu- 
•my  took  special  delight  in  destroying, 
not;"  onlv  public,  but  private  property.— 
Not  satisfied  with  burning  the  State  House, 
with  its  valuiible  library,  they  took  a  mali- 
cious pleasure  in  robbing  nearly  every 
private  residence  in  the  place.  They  caj'- 
lied  away  as  part  of  their  •'icaiii/^'c  tro^j/ifes*' 
i.fty  private  pianos.  The  wardrobes  of  la- 
ii:e^  were  broken  open  and  searched  by 
i'ankee  commissioned  officers,  and  their 
silk  dresses  were  taken  by  these  same  off- 
cers  and  sent  to  their  own  families  in  Yan- 
kee land. 

The  Provost  Marshal  at  Baton  Rouge,  au 
oflScer  thoui^ht  by  <ome  of  our  people  to 
bo  a  gentleman,  and  treati'd  as  such,  was 
the  foremost  man,  the  ring-leader,  in  this 
paltry  theft.  When  an  oificer  under  orders 
from  his  General  drives  off  a  gang  of  ne- 
groes, he  can  perhaps  be  e.xcu-el,  for  he  is 
obeying  orders.  But  when  a  i-'ederal  ofifi- 
cer,  with  a  commission  in  his  pocket,  robs 
defenceless  widows  of  their  jii  inos,  and 
steals  their  silk  dresses,  what  c;ui  you  think 
of  such  a  nation'.'  They  are  robbers,  all. 
In  Point  Coupee,  they  dfiibera'.ely  fired 
their  cannon  upon  the  Parldi  'Jhurch,  while 
the  people  were  engaged  in   worship,  aud 


held  a  loaded  pistol  to  the  weeping  face  of  in  Florida  they  tore  the  sacred  eiuble«is  ol 


24 


OFFICIAL    JOURNAL 


the  Saviour  iVom  the  altar  of  the  living 
|jO<1,  aud  with  uiiholy  bands  prostituted { 
ihem  in  tlicir  liltbj  cii;i;ps.  If  all  tlui  rich 
iiuuseliold  lurnitine.  ;uul  jt'wels,  and  plate 
^  :ind  coin,  that  Federal  otiiceis  have  stolen 
Jrom  the  people  of  ibis  Confederacy  weie 
Jieaped  into  one  vast  pile,  it  would  form  a 
iiiige  monument  (d"  shame,  at  which  the 
civilized  and  christian  world  would  staml 
;\ghast !  Yet.no  Federal  officer  has  evei 
been  punished  for  these  robberies  ;  ou  the 
contrary,  all  have  boon  pro  roted,  The 
5"ieast,  and  Neal  Do.v,  and  Jiilroy,  and 
tinnier,  with  a  host  of  lesser  scoundrels. 
like  Dudley  and  Kjllborn,  still  go  uuwiiip- 
]n:d  of  justice.  The  jewels  which  thes 
i'.ave  torn  from  the  persons  of  tht  most  res- 
pectable ladies  in  the  countiy,  they  now  of- 
I'.r  for  sale  in  the  public  markets.  'I'he 
;<imy  and  the  navy  rob  ;  Commauding  Gen- 
erals and  Commodores  steal.  Some  fancy 
a  likely  negro  girl,  others  prefer  a  carriage 
.!ud  horses,  while  a  third  will  take  your  pi- 
ano, or  your  wife's  silk  dresses.  Tbere  is  a 
v/ild  hunt  tor  plunder,  a  mania  for  stealing. 
iVom  the  MajorGeneral  down  to  the  hum- 
•Idest  private  iii  the  i  iinks.  And  all  tiiis  is 
none  in  the  nineteenth  century,  and  coun- 
t-^nauced,  yei,  applauded,  by  tlie  people 
v/ho  read  the  Bible  and  claim  to  be  chris- 
tians ! 

When  ^Va;•ren  Hastings  returned  to  Eng- 
land v.'iih  h;S  skirls  dripping  with  Indian 
hlood,  aud  jis  pockets  filled  with  Indian 
gold,  he  v/as  met  by  the  el.  qnent  rebuke  ol 
jiurke,  aud  dheridan,  and  a  iiost  of  uuble 
IJritons.  He  was  arraigned  at  tlie  bar  of 
ihe  couniry  and  impeached  for  high  eiiines 
Hud  misdemeanors.  In  eloquent,  burning, 
I'.nd  indigiiaiifc  language  he  wr.s  denounced 
;*,s  the  enemy  of  mankind.  There  is  no 
liarke,  no  Sheridan,  in  the  F'ederal  Con- 
gress But  the  robber  who  returns  from 
llie  South  witii  a  hundred  cold  blooded 
murders  upon  his  soul,  and  millions  of  sto 
Ini  property  in  bis  pos.-ie.ssiou,  is  honored. 
ri'id  proiLioted,  and  feted,  aud  bespattered 
-   >. i:h  fulsome  praise. 

But  let  us  turn  from  these  disgusting 
scenes  to  more  pleasant  topics. 

In  a  recent  tour  through  most  of  the  par- 
tdicsof  the  State,  I  found  the  great  wants 
>»f  .he  country  to  be  cotton  cards  and  medi- 
eine.^.  Our  fair  countrywomen  have  been 
i ho  truest  patiiots  of  the  laud.  The  main 
object  of  tiieir  lives  seems  to  be  to  clothe 
i heir  sons  {I ud  brotheis.  It  is  a  pleasing 
>^ig[it  io  vLsit  the  farm  houses  of  the  State  in 
th;'>e  warlike  limes.  Von  will  lliid  the 
iiioiher  and  her  daugliters  seated  around 
■-.he  fire  side,  plying  (he  loom,  the  spindle, 
aid  the  nee<lle — all  busily  engaged  in  ma 
king  clothes  for  their  soldier  boys.  Heav- 
en will  I- mile  upon  these  nol)le  wiimen,and 
>»  grateful  eotiutry  will  ever  hold  tbem  the 
dearest  t'.easnre  v,n  i'arth.  1  shall,  in  due 
Kme, recommend  to  you  that  yoti  enact  a 
law.  placing   in  the  hands   of  each  female 


oi  this  Slate,  above  the  age  of  eighteen,  a 
pair  of  cotton  cards,  free  of  cost  and 
charges. 

I  shall  furtiier  recommend  to  you  the 
passage  of  a  bill  for  the  purp(ise  of  supply- 
ing the  people  of  (his  Stale  with  mediciiiep. 
in  many  poi  tioas  of  the  countiy.  calomel 
opium  and  quinine  cannot  b'f  bad,  lint 
peoplo  must  have  them  ;  and  1  shall  recom- 
mend that  the  Fj.viicuiive  be  empo^.'e^ed  to 
send  competent  and  trustworthy  agent-s  to 
purchase  a  supply  of  these  iieces.-^ary  arti- 
cles for  the  people  of  this  State.  I  proi)ose. 
when  jmrciiased,  that  they  be  di-;lributed 
among  the  practicing ])hysicians  at  cost  and 
charge*,  req  iiriug  tliem,  by  bond,  fo  ad- 
minister the  medicines  to  their  patients  at 
the  same  prices.  With  a  plenty  of  cotton 
cards  we  can  clothe  our  soldiers  in  thw 
field,  aud  with  a  plenty  of  meilicines  wrj 
can  heal  our  sick  at  home— aud  backed  by 
a  patriotic  people,  we  will  fight  tlie  enemy 
for  forty  years  to  come.  When  was  tliera 
ever  seen,  since  the  world  began,  so  mach 
patriotism  e.\liibiled  as  van  liud  among  the 
ladies  of  New  Orleans.  Tuey  have  been 
imprisoned,  robbed  aud  insulted.  Like  thu 
chosen  people  of  God  who  sat  by  the  river* 
of  Babylon,  they  are  now  weeping  in  their 
captivity,  and  looking  with  an.\ious  liearts 
for  the  coming  of  otir  armies,  ;ind  the  tri- 
umph of  our  can-o.  Many  of  our  nobly 
women,  hearing  of  the  sufferings  and  iu- 
sulls  of  their  sisters  in  the  city,  have  fled 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  now  with 
their  tender  children  are  living  iu  the. 
wretchedjhovels  battling  the  di-comforts  of 
life  and  the  hardships  of  war  with  heart* 
of  Spartan  moth  rs.  They  shall  see  fheir 
homes  again,  and 

■•  The  baby  that's  sleeping 
While  its  mother  is  weeping,-' 
shall  live  to  be  the  joy  of  its  mother's  heart. 
(Jh,  mothers  of  Louisiana.  God  Almighty 
bless  yon  and  sustain  yon  in  thi.s  your  hour 
of  trial !  Kiss  your  gentle  babes  and  send 
your  s(^ns  to  battle.  Your  prayers  have 
(lierced  the  clouds-— they  have  ascended  to 
the  skies,  and  our  Heavenly  Father  will,  in 
bis  own  good  time,  answer  your  petitions. 
We  are  told  in  the  sacred  scriptures  that 
.Miriam  once  stood  upon  the  Red  Seabank.'* 
and  clapped  her  hands  for  Joy.  for  the  hosts 
of  riiaiaoh  were  destroyed;  "the  hor.ses 
and  tbi!  riders  were  thrown  into  the  sea.'' 
■^'es,  ladies  of  Louisiana,  yon  too  shall  clap 
your  hands  for  joy,  for  we  will  triumph. — 
The  vandal  hosts  of  the  destroyer  will  be 
hurled  back  to  their  homes,  and  peace, 
gentle  peace,  with  healing  in  his  wings, 
will  come  and  bind  up  the  broken  hearts, 
and  bless  our  distracted  land 

Aud  now,  Gentlemen  of  the  Geieral 
Assembly.  I  cannotclose  this  address  with- 
out touching  upon  a  very  important  sub- 
ject— by  far  (he  most  important  that  will 
come  before  you.  Yon  are  the  auditory 
nerve  of  this  State.    What  is   spoken   her^ 
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is,  or  will  ))(.>.  heard  in  every  portion  of  the 
lanj.  1  tli'Tetore  address  the  people  of 
l^onisianu  thiiniih  you  to-day.  Would  to 
(rod  tiuit  all  !iiy  fellow-citizens  were  here 
on  this  v):,c.)sion.  If  a  soldier  deserts  his 
iJap.  leaves  the  p.rmy  without  permission 
and  comes  home  to  look  after  his  wife  and 
children,  do  not  you  and  I,  and  all  the  peo- 
j>le,  point  the  linger  of  scorn  at  him?  A 
hw-  and  cry  is  raised — the  caralry  is  sent 
out — he  i^  arrested,  court  marlialed,  and 
punished  as  a  diserter.  Why  ?  Because 
there  is  an  obligation  resting  upon  him.  to 
obey  his  coni;nanding  officer,  stand  by  his 
colors  and  fight  the  battles  of  his  country. 
There  is  an  obligation  equallj'  as  strong 
Testing  up  ui  those  who  stay  at  home  andl 
onjoy  the  '.oniforts  of  life,  to  support  the 
soldier's  wife  and  children.  You  men  ol 
wealth  wh.!ii  God  has  blessed  in  "basket 
and  in  store."  open  your  corn  cribs  and 
your  reut  hon-^e-s,  and  send  for  the  soldier's 
■wife  and  cliidren.  Bid  them  come  freely, 
withr.ut  nuiney  and  without  price,  and  con- 
sider It  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  pi  ivilego  to 
aid  them.  Oh.  you  have  a  fearful  respon 
aibility  le-tiiig  upon  you.  You  have  it 
now  in  your  jiower  to  do  much  good  to 
your  coiiulry,  for  by  feeding  the  soldiers' 
wives  at  home, you  will  keep  the  soldiers 
themselves  in  field.  Most  of  the  desertions 
that  take  place  are  caused  by  news  from 
liotne  that  the   soldier's  family  is  sta;ving. 

Our  wealthy  men.  generally,  have  nobly 
done  their dutj'^.  They  have  given  their 
sons  cheeriidly,  and  their  subs!au.-e  f''ely, 
to  the  t^oufeleracy.  They  luiv  •  opeu.d 
their  barns  and  store-houses  t  ■  t  ic  poor 
and  th<i  needy,  and  are  now.  wt  i  g  "uerous 
hearts,  doing  all  in  their  powe  for  our  sac- 
red cause.  Noble  Louisianians,  be  not 
weary  in  well  doing.  You  wili  be  euibal;,- 
cd  in  the  affections  of  your  couatiyiueu, 
and  the  recipients  of  your  kindness  will 
ever  bless  you. 

There  are,  however.  I  am  sorry  to  say  it, 
a  few  men  in  our  midst,  who  seem  to  take 
no  interest  whatever  in  this  war.  They 
jend  their  negroes  to  labor  on  the  public 
works  through  compulsion,  and  pay  their 
taxes  grudgingly.  They  stay  at  hom<?  and 
hoard  up  their  riches  with  miserly  care, 
and  leave  the  soldiers  to  fight  their  battles 
iu  the  field. 

Their  barns  and  their  store-houses  are  shut 
up  to  all,  except  the  monied  man,  the  spec- 
ulator, who  buys  in  large  quantities,  and 
then  grows  fat  upon  the  necessities  of  the 
})Oor.  To  these  men  I  would  say,  "talent 
wluoh  you  have  received,  and  digged,  and 
'lid  in  the  earth,  shall  be  taken  from  you." 
li  v.-elall.  the  robber  will  lay  his  rough 
n-nl  lieavy  hands  upon  your  lands  and  your 
slaves,  and  neither  you  nor  your  children 
will  rver  enjoy  them  again.  What  are 
}o;ir  broad  acres  and  your  hundreds  of 
siaves.  compared  to  the  issues  of  the  great 
jg*.ii:.'g'Ic'  now  going  on  in  this  country 


The  luried  fires  of  war  are  now  blazing 
around  you.  The  enemy  is  at  your  door, 
and  you  sit  still  hugging  to  your  bosoms 
the  delusive  hope  that  you  will  make  som« 
terms  with  him,  and  save  your  property. — 
If  the  enemy  spared  not  the  slaves  of  good 
Union  men,  do  you  think  he  will  spare 
yours  ?  If  we  fail,  our  negroes  will  be 
driven  off  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
your  lauds  will  be  parcelled  out  amongst 
the  hireling  soldiery  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

I.therelore,  urgently  appeal  to  every 
man  in  the  State,  not  to  speculate  in  order 
that  he  may  make  money,  but  to  do  all  he 
can  for  the  wives  and  children  of  those  who 
are  fighting  his  battles.  I  earnestly  appeal 
to  every  man,  rich  or  poor  to  aid  in  every 
possible  way  ho  can.  the  wife  of  the  gallant 
soldier,  who  cannot  remain  at  home  to 
take  care  of  his  property,  or  minister  to  the 
wants  of  his  family. 

It  may  well  be  asked  in  these  troublous 
times,  what  will  become  of  the  negro  ? 

The  status  of  the  negro  race  has  been  fix- 
ed by  the  immutable  laws  of  God,  and  the 
\ankeeat  home  does  not  wish  to  change 
it,  even  if  he  could.  The  race  ever  has 
been,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be  '"the  heweis 
of  wood  and  drawers  of  water.''  Goto 
New  England,  New  York  or  Illinois,  and 
you  will  find  them  everywhere  performing 
the  menial  offices  of  life.  If.  when  this  war 
is  ended,  there  should  be  found  alive  any 
negroes  in  the  hands  ..f  the  enemy,  they 
will  have  a  hard  time,  indeed.  They  will 
not  be  permitted  to  labor  on  the  railroads, 
i>  ■  canals,  or  the  public  works  of  any  kind, 
ior  the  Irish  and  Dutch  will  rise  in  mobs 
and  drive  them  off.  Yankee  society  will 
not  educate  them  for  the  bar,  the  bench  or 
;he  pulpit.  Yankee  pride  will  not  tolerate 
I  heir  intermarriage  with  the  whites.  Driv- 
en from  the  social  circle,  and  all  the  indus- 
trial pursuits  of  life,  what  will  become  of 
the  poor  negro?  A§  a  drivelling  outcast, 
he  will  become  a  mendicant  wanderer. — 
His  doom  will  be  the  prison  and  the  work- 
house. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  Abolitionists  in 
the  United  States,  the  political  and  the  re- 
ligious. The  religious  steal  the  negroes, 
and  the  political  kih  them.  From  reliable 
information  in  my  possession,  two-thirds 
of  all  the  negroes  that  have  gone  to  the 
enemy  are  now  in  their  graves.  Many  are 
daily  deserting  and  returning  to  their  old 
masters,  sick  and  sore  and  emaciated,  and 
begging  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  die 
at  home  in  peace.  There  was  once  in  the 
river  parishes  and  the  lower  portion  of  this 
State,  the  most  contended  and  happy  race 
of  laborers  ever  eeen  on  earth.  Music  and 
the  merry  laugh  were  nightly  heard  from 
their  comfortable  quarters,  for  peace  and 
plenty  and  quiet  blessed  both  master  and 
servant.  But  now  desolation,  want  and 
disease  fill  the  cabins  of  these  once  happy 
and  contented  laborers.     In  an  evil  ^hDux 
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the  destroyer  came.  He  poLsoned  the  ears- 
and  corrupted  the  hearts  of  these  people.— 
They  have  either  been  enticed  away  from 
their  comfortable  homes,  or  driven  by  f  ro< 
of  armd,  and  now  upon  hard  fare  andbar.l 
er  work,  they  can  only  dream  of  the  ble.~.-- 
ings  of  the  old  plantation,  where  the  me;i 
house  and  corn  crib  were  always  fuU  and 
at  their  command. 

The  white  inhabitants  of  our  State  have 
sufiferred  much  in  this  war,  but  the  blacks 
have  suflfered  far  more.  I  have  seen  many 
of  these  unfortunate  creatures,  who,  at  the 
risl^  of  their  lives  have  run  off  from  the  ene- 
my's encampments.  They  all  give  the 
most  teart-rendiug  account  of  their  suffer- 
ings. Men,  women  and  children  are  crow- 
ded together  in  miserable  huts.  No  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  sick,  but  little  medicine 
and  no  nurses.  Mothers  die  on  the  cold 
ground,  with  their  little  helidess  children 
around  them.  In  their  own  language,  "the 
doctor  wag  seldom  sent  for,  and  when  he 
did  come  the  sick  ones  always  died,"  and 
when  they  died  they  were  buried  more 
Bke  dogs  than  human  beings!  What 
commentary  on  Yankee  philanthropy ! 
"they  first  kill  the  negro  to  make  him  free, 
and  then  refuse  li'^n  a  christian  burial ! 

We  will  carry  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery  with  us  triumphantly  through' thi 
war,  and  then  it  will  rest  on  a  firme':  basi 
than  ever,  and  be  administered  oetter  and 
more  wisely.  ThisinstiL.ition  will  triumph 
with  us,  because  i  is  right  and  just  in  the 
«ight  of  Almighty  God.  That  best  of  all 
books,  the  Bible,  which  is  so  much  despised 
by  Abolitionists,  f/om  the  beginning  to  the 
end  thereof,  sanctions  slavery.  The  patri- 
archs were  all  slaveholders,  and  bought 
and  sold  their  slaves  then  as  we  do  now. — 
The  same  inspired  man  to  whom  the  Ten 
Commandments  were  deliver  d,  and  who 
stood  in  the  presence  of  the  Great  Jehovah, 
orave  laws  for  the  government  of  slaves. — 
President  Lincoln  and  his  followers  say 
that  it  is  an  awful  sin  to  own  a  slave,  but 
that  it  is  not  only  right  but  highly  com- 
mendable to  burn  a  church,  rob  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  and  shoot  down  unoffend- 
ing citizens .'  It  is  no  harm  to  break  open 
a  Masonic  Lodge,  and  with  sa^iligious 
hands  steal  and  d  ci'ate  its  regalia !  It  is 
'  all  right  and  proper  to  devr  ta  whole 
Parishes,  burn  villages,  and  barns,  and 
store-houses,  bombard  cities  without  notice. 
and  hang  non-combatan!:  ;  but  oh,  it  is 
terrible  crime  to  buy  a  negro,  treat  him 
well,  and  let  him  wr/.kfor  you!  Sname, 
eternal  burning  shame  upon  such  loath 
some  hypocrisy !  The  e  ever  has  been 
and  there  is  now,  the  kind:  t  feeling  exist 
ing  between  the  master  and  his  i  orvan' 
Notwithstanding  a  brutal  and  vindictive 
enemy  has  advised  the  negro:  3  to  murder 
their  masters,  there  have  been  no  evidences 
of  insurrection  in  our  midst — on  the  con- 
trary, there  are  hundreds  of  instances 
Where  thse  master  has  gone  to  the  war  and 


left  his  wife   and   children  in  the  hands  of 
his  negroes,  and    well  have    they   served ^ 
uarded,  and  protected  them. 

When  the  children  of  Isreal  went  up 
out  of  Egypt  to  the  promised  land,  they 
took  their  servants  with  them.  iM  tster  and 
;ervunt.  hand  in  hand,  together  cro.ssei 
he  Red  Sea,  and  when  safely  over,  they 
both  alike  rejoiced  at  the  destruction  of 
their  pursuer.  The  faithml  historian  who 
hall  in  after  times  write  the  history  of" 
this  war,  will  doubtless  iHicord  many  in- 
stances wherein  the  negro  slave  has  been 
unfaithful  to  his  owner — but  he  will,  on  the 
other  hand,  devote  many  a  bright  page 
to  the  deep  fidiility  and  noble  heroism  of 
she  servant  in  defense  of  tlie  rights  and  in- 
terests of  his  master,  and  that  historian  may 
close  his  volume  by  recording  this  impor- 
tant fact — that  ''at  the  close  of  the  great 
struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
master  and  servant  were  found  in  the  ranks 
side  by  side,  fighting  bravely,  shoulder  to 
shoulder,  for  the  independence  which  they 
have  so  gloriously  achieved,  and,  the 
liberties  which  they  now  enjoy.'' 

I  shall  take  occasion  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  passage  of 
such  laws  as  I  think  the  times  demand,  and 
the  exigences  of  the  country  require.  Es- 
p  -ially  shall  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
unauthorized  and  illegal  manner  in  which 
the  "impressment  act"  has  been  executed 
in  this  State.  OtSeers,  or  those  claiming  to 
be  officers  of  the  Confederacy,  in  making 
their  illegal  impressments,  have  added  in- 
sult to  injury.  This  must  be  stopped,  and 
1  shall  look  to  you  Tir  the  passage  of  a  law 
making  such  offences  a  felony,  and  punish- 
able by  imprisonment  in  the  State  Peniten- 
tiary. The  people  must  and  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  all  their  civil  rights.  In  this  cod- 
necion,  I  am  happy  to  express  my  hearty 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  Lt.  Gen.  E. 
Kirby  Smith,  the  Commanding  officer  ol 
Department,  and  of  Major  Gen.  Taylor. 
These  comm  .ding  officers  have  not  only 
done  their  duty  most  nobly,  but  whenevei' 
therehas  been  a  conflict  between  the   civil 

id  military  authorities,  they  have  mo  ' 
cheerfully  submitted  to  the  decision  of  th* 
Courts  of  the  State.  Happy  are  we  indec.H 
in  these  days  of  despotic  power,  to  have 
such  patriotic  Generals.  May  they  Ion  a" 
live  to  receive  the  plaudits  of  a  grateful 
country! 

You,  gentlemen,  are  assembled  together 
on  no  ordinary  occasion.  You  have  much 
to  do.  Your  constituents  expect  much  at 
your  hands.  My  hearty  co-operation  will 
cheerfully  be  given  to  every  measure  that 
may  tend  to  guard  the  citizen  in  his  rights, 
and  secure  the  liberties  of  the  people. — 
While  I  urge  upon  yon  the  strictest  econo- 
my in  all  your  acts,  still  I  would  say,  spars 
no  expense.  Stand  not  upon  dollars  an-1 
cents,  when  the  safety  of  your  country  re- 
quires your  action.  Let  every  man  wtie* 
owes  service  to  his  country,  go  to  the  iirmj  . 


OF    THE    SE\ATK. 


27 


Let  every  man  who  slays  ;u  houK-,  ilo  Lis 
duty— fruwn  down  exlDrlion  and  vice  in 
every  abapti  and  every  loriu.  Be  true  to 
yoiuselvcs,  and  leave  tlu;  rest  to  G-od!  Be 
true  to  yourselves,  and   (tio  country  is  saftv 

The  General  As-(!nihly  was  then  called 
io  order  by  the  Hon.  Benjamin.  W.  Pierce. 
Lieut.  Governor  and  Pre.-<ideat  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

When,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  Sen- 
ate withdrew  to  the  hall  of  its  sitling:?. 

0;i  arriving  at  the  SenaN-  Chamber,  it 
was  called  to  order  by  lis  i'lf-sident,  Lieui 
Governor  Bonjamin  \V.  Brarcc. 

On  a  call  ot  the  roll  the  f'llowing  named 
Senators  were  present,  tn-vvil  : 

Mei3.sr3.  Abiiey,  Barrow.  ]5uller,  Clark. 
Coco,  Gant,t,Gray.  Lott.  iMcDonald,  Moore. 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
W'eightraan. 

IG  Senator.*. 

On  assuming  his  seat  the  Lieut.  Governor 
delivered  a  short  address  in  which  ho  re- 
turned his  thanks,  through  the  Sena(»,  to 
the  people  of  the  State  for  the  honer  con- 
ferred on  him  in  elevating  him  to  his  pre 
sent  position,  and  promising  to  devote*  his 
be.st  abilities  to  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Texada,  the  Senate  ail- 
journed  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock,  a.m. 

TUE.SDAY,  J  AX.  2G.  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn^ 
ment. 

Treseut — The  Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pcarce. 
Lieutenant  ffovernor  and  President  of  the 
Senate  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow.  Butler,  Clark, 
Coco,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott.  McDonald,  Moore. 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman.     16  Senators. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the   President 
appointed    blaster  S.   Kerley   page  of   th 
Senata  during  the  sickness  of  Mjister  Rob- 
ert Her. 

EXECUTIVK    COMMfXrC VTION  . 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts  transmitting  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  cont'ngeut  expenses  of  his  office 
''"om  the  1st  of  April  to  the  31st  December 
I8B3. 

When  on  motion  by  J/r.  Weightman  the 
same  was  referred  to  the  joint  committee  of 
both  Houses  appointed  to  examine  the 
books,  accoimts,  &c.,  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

KKSOLUTfON. 

Mr.  Butler  "ubmitted  the  following  reso 
lution  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
con.s'ent  and  a^^reed  to. 

Resolved.  That  the  President  of  the  Sov 
ate  be  authei  ized  to  draw  up  the  necessary 
warrants,  duly  approved  by  the  Committee 
oa  Auditing  and  Supervising  the  expenses 


ot  ihe  Senate,  in  favor  ol  Mr.  A.  M.  Gray. 
Senator  of  the  parishes  of  Avoyelles,  Poinii' 
Coupee  and  West  Feliciana,  lor  his  uiileagf 
aud  pcir  diem,  at  the  last  srs.-iou  ot  the 
Legisiatnre  held  at  Shreveport. 

KKPOKTS   FROM   ST.VXDING   COMMITTEIOS.. 

Mv.  Moore,  from  the  Committee  on  tlie 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bills  entitled  : 

'•  An  act  concerning  printing  for  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Departments  of 
the  State  of  Louisianiu"' 

'■  An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officerB 
ind  others  for  impressing  private  property 
u  violation  of  law."  and. 

'■An  act  to  amend  aud  re-enact  an  act 
lelalive  to-  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service, 
ai)proved  December  21st.  ISGl."  submitted 
a  favorabh  report  on  eaoh  of  said  l)ills. 

Mr  Wall,  from  the  committee  on  Public 
i!^ducation  to  whom  was  referred  Senate's 
resolution  instructing  the  committee  oa 
i'ublic  Ldncation  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
•iieucy  of  aboli.--hing  the  office  of  .Vuperin- 
lendent  of  Public  Education,  statetl  that 
being  the  only  member  of  the  committee 
present  he  could  not  act  on  the  bill  ;  he 
begged  leave  to  return  the  same  to  the 
.■jenate,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
he  further  consideration  of  the  same, 
wh  ich 

On  motion  by  Mr.  jtfoore,  was  acceded 
to  and  the  resolution  was  re-committed  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole. 

BIIJ^S     IN'TUODUCEED     WiTHOUT     NOTICE  AN» 
KEIERRED. 

The  hereina'ter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  and  with  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  first  granted,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills,  wliich  underwent  their  first  and  sec- 
ond readings  by  their  respective  titles  ana 
they  wei'e  severally  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Jiidsciary,  viz  : 

Mr.  Lott, 

An  act  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  u.«ing 
certain  property  belonging  to  citizens  of 
this  State,  in  prosecuting  the  war  against- 
them. 

Mr.  Gantt, 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  an  act 
relative  to  suits  or  proceedings  for  the  for- 
feiture of  Charters  of  the  Banks  of  this 
State  or  the  involuntary  liquidation  thereof, 
approved  January  20th,  liiGI. 

An  act  to  regulate  interest. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  licenses 
to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  th«' 
Confederate  States  and  who  have  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States  since 
the  1st  of  July,  1862. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  employment  of 
certain  persons. 

Mr.  Weightman. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  relative  t^  swi'.s 
or  proceeding  for  the  forfeiture  ot  >  'harteiii 
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of  tbe  Banks  of  this  State  ami  the   involun- 
tary liquidatioa  thereof. 

.SPECIAL   OUDER   OF   THE    DAT. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Senate  bill  entitled, 

••  An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
court  in  the  Tenth  Judicial  District,''  the 
same  was  taken  up  : 

When  on  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  was  postpon- 
ifll  and  it  was  made  the  special  order  of 
the  d;>y  f i  r  to-morrow  immediately  aUer  the 
reading  of  the  journal. 

This  being  also  the  day  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Weightman  on  the  23d  instants  "  That  the 
I'resident  appoint  the  committee  on  Public 
Works,"  it  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

And  the  President  appointed 

Messrs.  Weightman,  Rogers,  Abney,  But- 
ler, Lott,  Wall,  Barrow.  Coco  and  Fuller, 
on  the  committee. 

COMMITTEE    OF    THE    WHOLE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  Senate  re- 
solved itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  ; 
the  Tresideut  called  Mr.  John  Moore  to  the 
ohair. 

The  Senate  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a 

"  Resolution  instructing  the  committee  on 
Public  Education  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  office  of  Superia 
tendent  of  Public  Education,"  at  the  same 
time, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  committee 
i-ose. 

Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearce,  Li«ut.  Gover- 
nor and  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  Moore,  chairman  of  the  committee  ol 
the  whole,  reported  that  they  have  had  the 
above  resolution  under  .consideration,  and 
report  by  bill  entitled. 

"  An  act  to  abolish  the  cflBce  of  Superin 
tendent  of  Public  -E'dueation." 

Which  was  passed  to  its  second  read- 
ing. 

iS'ection  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  iouisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven 
ed,  That  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
is  hereby  abolished. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDona;ld,  the  1st  Sec- 
tion was  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "  Louisiana,"  in  the  3d  line,  tbe  fol 
lowing  words:  '•  a  majority  of  the  members 
♦"lected  to  both  Houses  concurring." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  1st  section 
•was  adopted  as  amended. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,, 4c.,  That 
this  act  shall  take  effect  from  an  after  its 
l^assage. 

Mr.  Texada  moved  to  amend  the  2d  Sec 
liou  by  striking  out  tho  wordf  •  its  passage 
.;md  .inserting  in  lieu    thereof   the  wor^s 


"  the  expiration  of  the  term  ol  the   present 
incumbent." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  Mr.  Texada's 
amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Weightman  moved  to  amend  this  seo- 
tion  by  striking  out  the  word  ••pat-sage" 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  wordi 
■'  one  year  after  its  passage." 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt.  Mv.  Weight- 
man's  amendment  was  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

And  the  2d  Section  was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  lules  wer« 
suspended  and  on  the  question  of  its  final 
passage,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 
and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows,  t"- 
wit  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Butler, 
Coco,  Clark,  Gantt.  Gray.  Lott,  McDonald. 
Moore,  Rogers,  Wall  and  Weaks.  13  Sen- 
ators. 

Nays — Messrs.  Texada  and  Weightman . 
2  Senators. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  1)  o'clock,  a.  iri. 

Wednesday,  January  27th,  \S64. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — The  Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearco , 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  President  of  the 
Senate  in  the  chair, 

Messrs,  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Gantt, 
Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man— 15  Senators, 

The  journal  of  yesterday  \yas  rpad  and 
approved. 

COMMUNICATION. 

Tlje  President  submitted  to  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  Stala- 
enclosing  election  returns  from  the  parisbet 
of  East  Feliciana,  AVest  Baton  Rouge  and 
East  Baton  Rouge,  according  to  which  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Preston  Pond,  jr.,  has  bee* 
eletjted  a  member  of  the  Senate  from  the 
Senatorial  district  composed  of  those  par-. 
ishcs. 

On  motion  b^  Mr.  Gantt  the  oath  of  of 
fice  was  administered  by  the  President  tn 
Mr.  Preston  Pona,  jr. 

ME.SSAGE  TO  THE  IIOCSE. 

The  ■Secretary  requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act 
to  abolish  the  office  of  Superintendent  of 
Public  Education, 

MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  Moore  presented  to  the  Senate  a  me- 
morial from  the  members  of  the  Gran<4 
Jury  of  the  parish  of  Caddo  in  relation  t» 
certain  amendments  to  the  gambling  iiaw. 
which  was  read,  and  on  motiopiby  ,Wr. 
Moore,  ordered  to  lie  over. 

KESOLCTION. 

Mr.  McDonald  submitted  th^  joUowing 


OF    THE    SENATE.. 


29 


resolution,  which  was  considered  by  unan- 
imous consent  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance be  instiucted  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
^prittty  of  abolishing  the  office  of  State  En- 
gineer, and  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

MES3.V0E   FROMT  IlK  (JOVEUNOK. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  Private  Secretary  of 
His  E.Ycellency  Henry  W.  Allen,  Goveiiiior 
jof  the  (State  of  Louisiana,  delivered  to  the 
t?euate  the  following  communication,  viz  : 
Executive  Office. 
Shreveport,  La.  Jan.  27,  18(54. 
To  the  Honorable  the  I'resident 

and  members  of  the  La.  Senate  : 
Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor   to  trans- 
mit to  you  my  mes.sage  by  my  private  Sec- 
retary, H.  M.  Favrot. 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obd't  serv't. 

HENRY  \V.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Louisiana. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Seriate  and 

House  of  Representatives  : 
'rhe  Constitution  requires  that  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the 
General  Assembly  information  respecting 
Ihe  situation  of  the  State,  and  recommd  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
may  deem  expedient.  I  now  proceed  to 
comply  with  that  duty. 

MILITARY. 

I  recommend  that  the  E.'secutlve  be  au 
thorized  immediately  to  call  into  the  field 
ftnd  to  officer  a  regiment  to  consist  of  Ave 
hundred  mounted  men,  (to  be  increased  to 
one  thousand;  if  necessary),  to  be  called 
••  The  State  Guard."  In  many  of  the  bor 
dcr  Parishes  of  this  State,  there  is  neither 
military  nor  civil  law,  and  crimes  are  daily 
committed  with  impunity.  The  Confeder- 
ate authorities  cannot  correct  these  evils, 
and  the  Executive  is  at  present  powerless. 
It  would  be  the  especial  duty  of  this  force 
to  arrest  all  offenders  against  the  laws,  and 
generally  to  act  as  conservators  of  the 
peace.  In  times  like  these,  the  E.'^ecutive 
should  always  have  in  hand  a  strong  squad- 
dron  to  protect  the  citizens  against  bands 
of  lawless  men^  and  follow  up  crime  with 
certain  punishment.  With  five  hundred 
mounted  men,  well  officered,  armed  and 
equipped,  more  good  service  can  be  ren- 
dered the  State  than  with  the  entire  militia 

The  present  militia  law  is  a  nullity,  there 
being  no  method  provided  for  its  enforce' 
rnent.  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of  every  cit 
izen,  rich  or  poor,  old  or  yeung,  when  his 
country  is  invaded,  to  rally  in  the  defense 
of  that  country.  Our  people  are  all  ready 
and  willing  to  do  this;  but  they  have  a  nat- 
ural aversion  to  going  into  camps  of  in 
Mrtuction.  Besides,  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
•tiy  evidently  demands  that  they  should 
fctay  at  home  and  rai.se  crop.?,  and  prepare 
.•nothing  tor  the  army: 

Ho  law  in  any  government  can  be  well 


executed  unless  it  meets  popular  approba- 
tion. I  submit  to  your  superior  intelli- 
gence the  synopsis  of  a  bill,  the  details  of 
which  shall  be  cheerfully  communicated  to 
your  military  committees  : 

1st.  Enroll  every  able-bodied  white  mal« 
in  the  fcitate,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and 
fifty- five. 

2nd.  Arm  and  equip  every  enrolled  man, 
and  until  arms  can  be  had,  repair  thos« 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  people. 
3rd.  Give  the  Executive  full  power  to  call 
out  the  militia,  or  any  part  thereof — pro- 
vided they  shall  uot  be  kept  in  the  field 
longer  than  sixty  days  at  a  time. 
4th.  Adopt  the  Army  Regulations  and  Ar- 
ticles of  War  of  the  Confederacy,  as  far 
as  practicable  for  the  government  of  th« 
militia. 

It  is  not  intended  by  this  bill,  that  th* 
militia  .shall  ever  be  called  to  the  field  as 
regular  troops.  They  are  to  be  kept  at 
home,  and  held  in  readiness,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  checking  the  raids  and  incursien* 
of  the  enemy,  by  land  or  water.  The  re- 
peal of  the  substitute  law  by  Congress,  will 
greatly  reduce  the  militia  of  the  State;  still 
that  militia,  by  the  bill  proposed,  can  b« 
rendered  very  efficient,  at  little  cost  to  tb« 
State. 

INTOXICATING    LIQUORS. 

The  General  Assembly,  at  its  last  session, 
very  wi.sely  enacted  a  law  prohibiting  the 
distillation  of  intoxicating  liquors,  except 
from  fruit.  This  has  had  a  most  salutary 
•ffect.  There  is  still  a  crying  evil  in  our 
midst.  We  are  importing  daily  from  neigh- 
boring States  large  quantities  of  alcoholi« 
poison.  The  effect  of  this  poison  upon  th« 
community  is  most  lamentable.  I  need  gci 
no  further  than  this  capital,  to  show  you 
the  long  record  of  crime  brought  on  by  in- 
toxication. In  the  army  it  is  worse;  nine- 
lenths  of  the  arrests  and  punishments  ar« 
caused  from  intoxicating  liquors. 

I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  you 
enact  a  law.  prohibiting  under  severe  pen- 
alties, the  importation  or  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  in  this  State,  except  for  medical 
purposes.  The  fathers  and  mothers  of 
this  State  will  "  rise  up  and  call  you  bless- 
ed" for  such  a  law  ;  and  the  good  peoplw 
generally  will  hail  it  with  delight ;  for  ii 
win  save  many  a  gallant  joung  soldier 
from  punishment  and  disgrace,  and,  in  thee© 
reckless  times,  give  peace  and  quiet  and 
security  to  all.  '•  Lead  us  not  into  tempta- 
tion," is  the  Savior's  prayer.  Then  tak« 
this  tempting  poison  from  before  our  young 
men.  The  use  of  ardent  spirits  is  a  luxu- 
ry; nothing  more,  nothing  less;  and  our  pa- 
triotic people  will  most  cheerfully  dispenst 
with  that  luxury  during  the  war.  Besides, 
the  trade  now  carried  on  in  liquors  is  di- 
verting a  large  capital  into  improper  chan- 
nels, which,  instead  of  being  used  for  the 
good  of  the  country,  is  flooding  the  land 
with  poison,  and  death  and  crime  in  all  iu 
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horrid  shapes.  It  may  be  urged  that  sucl; 
»  law  will  be  a  dead-letter  on  the  statute 
book.  To  this,  I  will  simply  leply.  tbatii 
you  should,  in  your  wisdom,  i-ee  proper  lo 
enact  such  a  law  as  here  suggested,  it  shall 
be  executed. 

soldiers'  wives  4MD  SOLDIliS'  FAMILIES. 

Liberal  appropriations  should  lie  made 
for  the  soldiers'  wives,  and  the  widows  ol 
those  gallant  men.  who  have  fallen  in  our 
service.  In  my  Inaugural  address,  I  fully 
set  forth  their  claims  to  your  protectiug 
care.  The  Executive  should  be  authorized 
to  make  arrangement  with  the  command- 
ing General  of  this  Department,  for  the 
purchase  of  government  corn;  which  should 
be  distributed  from  the  several  depots  ol 
the  State,  in  such  qiianiities  as  will  supply 
the  wants  of  these  deserving  ladies  and 
Iheir  children.  Their  husbands  are  either 
in  the  army,  or  have  died  as  brave  soldiers 
for  us.  It  is,  therefore,  the  sacred  duty  ot 
this  State  to  provide  for  their  families. 

ISTPRESSKEXT  ACT. 

In  every  portion  of  the  State,  the  people 
are  complaining  most  bitterly  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  act  of  Congress,  known  as  the 
■'  impressment  act."  is  executed.  The  duty 
of  the  officer  who  impresses  private  proper- 
ty is  plainly  laid  down,  and  a  severe  pen- 
alty is  denounced  against  all  who  do  not 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law.  In 
numerous  instances  no  appraisement  what- 
ever has  been  made,  no  facts  legally  ascer- 
tained in  regard  to  the  necessities  of  the 
family  but.  notwithstanding  the  protests 
of  the  injured  parties,  the  Confederate  offi- 
cers have,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  taken 
the  property,  simply  leaving  their  receipts 
for  the  same.  This  must  be  stopped.  It 
shall  be  stopped  It  has,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure estranged  many  good  citieens,  who 
have  ever  looked  upon  our  army  as  the 
protectors  ot  the  country,  and  the  conser- 
vatorsof  the  laws,  and  not  as  an  armed 
mob  who  daily  break  the  very  laws  they 
are  specially  ordered  to  execute.  You 
should  therefore  enact  a  law,  punishing  by 
imprisonment  in  the  State  Penitentiary,  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer  or  private 
or  other  person,  acting  or  purporting  to 
act  under  authoriiy  from  the  Confederate 
States,  who  shall  seize,  take,  or  impress 
property  in  this  State,  contrary  to  the  laws 
made  and  provided  by  Congress.  In  order 
that  the  people  may  know  their  rights,  and 
redress  their  wrongs,  five  hundred  copies 
of  the  "  impressment  act,"  should  be  pub- 
lished and  distributed  among  the  parochial 
authorities  of  the  State. 

WOUNDED  AND  DISABLED  SOLDIERS. 

As  yet  the  Congress  of  the  Confederacy 
has  not  passed  a  "pension  act."  We  have 
many  wounded  and  disabled  soldiers,  who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  army  and 
are  now  wandering  from  Parish  to  Parish, 
living  upon  the  charities  of  the  public.    It 


is  our  sacred  duty  to  take  care  of  these  dis- 
abled  veterans.  They  have  given  to  their 
Cjuutiy  health,  youth,  and  boyhood,  all 
but  life  itself.  Many  have  left  iheir  limbs 
upon  the  field,  and  now  unable  to  earn 
a  living  for  iLeniseh  es.  They  are  emphat- 
ically the  children  of  the  ttale,  and  must 
be  protected  and  provided  for  in  this  their 
hour  of  need. 

1  recommend  that  you  enact  a  law  giving 
to  each  soldior  who  enlisted  from  this  State, 
lud  who  has  been  wounded  or  disabled  ia 
the  service  of  the  State  or  Confederacy,  the 
sum  of  eleven  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid 
ivery  two  months.  In  order  to  can-y  out 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  commissioner 
should  be  appointed — a  bonded  officer — 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  make  a  record 
if  all  the  wounded  and  disabled  soldiers  of 
he  Slate — to  draw,  upon  his  own  warrant, 
he  several  auiounts  that  may  be  due  each 
one,  and  remit  or  pay  over  the  same  with- 
out any  expense  to  the  recipients  of  this 
Act. 

COTTON"  CARDS  AND   MEDICINES. 

One  million  of  dollars,  or  so  much  there- 
of as  may  be  necessary,  should  be  appr< 
priated  for  the  purchase  of  cotton  cards., 
by  a  commissioner.  And  when  purchased 
they  should  be  distributed  by  him  among 
the  ladies  of  the  State  for  personal  use — in 
order  that  every  white  female  in  Louisiana 
above  the  age  of  eighteen ;  shall  receive  a 
pair  of  cotton  cards  tree  of  cost  and  char- 
ges. We  have  no  power  looms  or  spinning 
machines  in  the  State.  The  raw  material 
is  carded  and  spun,  and  warped  and  woven 
all  by  hand.  This  immense  labor  is  cheer- 
fully performed  by  our  fair  countrywomen . 
Their  cards  wear  out  in  course  of  time,  and 
must  be  replaced.  They  cost  sixty  dolla-s 
a  pair.  I  appeal  to  you,  gentlemen  of  the 
Legislature,  as  the  guardians  of  the  people, 
to  come  to  the  relief  of  your  mothers  and 
sisters,  who  toil  unceasingly  to  clothe  the 
soldier  and  the  citizen.  With  gratef  I 
hearts  they  will  accept  this  donation,  and 
it  will  cheer  them  on  amid  all  their  trials, 
to  more  patriotic  exertions,  if  possible,  iu 
behalf  of  our  holy  cause. 

An  appropriation  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  should  be  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  medicines,  by  a  Commissioner  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor— and  when  pur- 
chased, they  should  be  distributed  among 
the  practising  physicians  of  the  State,  who 
shall,  under  bonds,  be  required  to  adm'  is- 
the  same,  at  cost  and  charges,  to  their  pa- 
tients. I  am  receiving  letters  continually 
from  the  most  respectable  physicians,  in- 
forming rae  that  their  patients  are  suffering 
for  medicines.  I  connot  urge  upon  you  too 
strongly  this  appropriation.  The  physi- 
cians ask  it— all  classess  in  the  communitf 
call  for  it— humanity  itself  demands  it. 

JUDlCIAKT. 

"Wherever  the  enemy  has  not  taken  pos- 
session of  our  territory,  the  Courts  are  i  eg  - 
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tilarly  held  and  jiisJoi;  «i,-:;c,;is.- I  to  all.— 
Therts  bAVi'b'jfu  b  Uiow  coiiil'ct.^.  wiih  the 
miliiary  uuihoritie-i,  i»,a  i  wlieiiever  they 
have  oocuired.  I  h  ii  hj.;)|>y  t'»  siate  tha' 
the  Coiiru  (jave  been  r«\;i>i:yied  auil  their 
docision-i  cheerf  illy  ajt|i»,e<o,!d  in  by  tu<' 
C'oininindiiig  G'm'i-als.  la  SJine  Parishes 
of  the  Sr:iie,  ut>  (yourl-s  are  held,  and  crime 
is  freqiie.iily  coiuiuated  with  impunity.  I 
rtjcommeud  th;il  yon  en.icr.  a  l-iw  antho"i  \ 
»iug  the  removal  of  ill  p-rsons  arrested  for 
any  crime  or  misdi^uuMnor,  from  the.-e  Par- 
ishes, to  any  P.irish  in  tiie  State,  tor  trial 
where  the  (Jonrti  are  held  ro/n!arly. 

CI'llUKSCr  OP  TUB   nTATE. 

I  recoinmedd  thit  you  enact  a  law  th  it 
all  pe.'soiH  holding  llie  State  Treisury 
NaU'.s  shall  be  per.niUed,  in  a  given  tim  •. 
f:0  come  forward  and  receive  State  bo.i'l< 
fur  the  same,  p  ly able  iu  twenty  ye  irs  af- 
ter peace  is  deelariid.  and  drawin;^  six  p  m- 
cent,  per  annii  n  interest ;  interest  payable 
annnally  in  Confederate  Treasury  notc-s.  I 
further  recommend  that  whenever  the  Stat- 
uhall  require  funds  to  meet  its  ordinary  ex 
peases,  or  your  appropriations,  (he  Execn 
live  shall  be  authorized  to  cause  to  be  is- 
sued the  bonds  of  the  State,  conditioned  as 
you  may  prescribe,  which  bonds  shall  be 
negotiated  with  the  authorities  of  the  Con 
fi'derate  Govornmeul.  or  other  parties,  for 
tlieir  Treasury  notes.  My  object  is  to 
withdraw  entirely  from  circulation  State 
notes,  and  in  lien  thereof  substitute  tho.se  of 
the  Confederacy. 

I  further  recommend  that  all  corpora 
tions  be  compelle  1  to  call  iu  their  isr-ues  ol 
notes,  and  redeem  the  same  within  ninety 
days,  and  tliat  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  be 
required  to  issue  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  change  notes,  from  ten  cents  up 
to  one  dollar.  At  present  the  merchants 
and  shop  keepers,  bakers  and  butchers. 
liave  on  hand  a  large  amount  of  uncnrrent 
Parish  paper,  and  the  citizen  who  takes  a 
journey  through  the  State  returns  home 
with  his  pockets  filled  with  this  uunniform 
currency.  This  should  not  be  the  case.  It 
can  easily  be  remedied  by  the  passage  of 
the  above  acts.  The  change  notes  can  bi' 
made  redeemable  at  the  Treasurer's  oRice 
in  Confederate  notes,  when  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  is  presented. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  war.  I  do 
not  deem  it  advisable  that  the  State  taxes 
Kbould  be  collected  by  CJinpulsor/  pro- 
cess. Many  persons  h  ive  not  the  m.^ans  of 
paying  their  taxes,  particularly  the  refu- 
jieoa  from  home  and  those  who  reside  in 
the  border  Parishes.  The  Sheriffs  will  find 
itdilBt)  lit  in  some  of  the  Parishes  to  give 
bond,  and  iu  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country,  it  will  be  unsafe  to  deposit  the 
taxes  with  irresponsible  parties.  For  this 
rea-^oa  the  State  Treasurer  should  be  au- 
thorized and  required  to  receive  and  re- 
ceipt for  all  taxes  that  may  be  voluntarily 


paid  in  by  any  person,  who  may  have  bean 
legally  assessed. 

KREK  PERSD.VS  OI^   COLOR. 

I  fully  endorse  most  of  the  icco mmeudii- 
tions  made  by  the  General  .Vssembly  by  my 
worthy  predecessor  :  but  doubt  the  proprit'- 
ty  of  touching  the  law  of  the  State,  giving 
to  free  persons  of  color  the  privilege  ol 
testifying  as  witnessess  in  our  Courts  cf 
justice.  They  are  mostly  natives  of  (hr 
State — were  raised  in  our  niiilst— aud  arc 
entitled  to  our  protection.  They  are  gei  - 
erally  a  quiet,  peaceable  and.  industrious 
population.  J/ my  have  acquired  wealth 
and  resjicctability.  and  are  good  and  loyal 
V-itizens  in  every  respect,  They  have  suf- 
ered  heavily  in  this  war.  and  in  many  in- 
stances have  been  made  the  special  object- 

f  brutal  treatment  by  the  enemy.  I  know 
of  no  case  on  record  wherein  the  cause  o? 
justice  hag  suffered,  or  the  public  hivs  in  an} 
nanner  received  detriment,  by  the  obser- 
vance of  these  laws.     Instead  ol  distnrbinp 

hem  they  should  he   protected  in  all  ibei. 

egal  and  conslitutional  rights,  and  be  re- 
inired  to  bear  the  burthens  of  this  war 
•qnally  with  our  fellow-citizens.  1  there- 
fore recommend  that  every  able-bodied  free 
colored  <male,  in  this  State,  between  thf 
igjs  of  fifteen  and  fifty-five,  be  enrolled 
ind  he  d  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Execu- 
live,  to  be  employed  by  the  State  in  shop> 
and  manufacturing  establishments,  and  to 
perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  as- 
signed them  by  the  Executive. 

IKTEI<NAI„    RESOIIRCES. 

There  never  has  boon  a  geological  survej 
of  the  State,  and  coDseijuently,  no  on* 
knows  its  hidden  wealth,  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  large  quantities  of  lignite, 
iron,  lead,  and  the  sulphates,  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Northern  Parishes.  Tlie  iron 
ore  is  said  to  be  very  rich,  containing  it  is 
reported,  sixty  per  cent.  I  respectfully 
call  the^e  facts  to  your  attention,  and  re- 
commend that  the  Executive  be  authorized 
to  send  competent  and  experienced  per- 
sons to  examine  thoroughly  into  these  mat- 
ters. If  it  should  bo  found  that  we  have 
these  valuable  minerals  in  abundance,  then 
the  Executive  should  be  clothed  with  dis- 
cretionary powers  to  give  to  the  people 
their  immediate  benefit.  Our  noble  sists  r 
State,  Texas,  has  done  much  towards  d«- 
veloping  her  resources.  Her  Legi.>,latu  e 
has  made  the  most  liberal  appropriations 
and  her  citizens  are  now  mining  with  grejtt 
success.  To  her  alone,  we  must  look  now 
for  all  the  iron  we  use.  Of  all  the  me'alu 
it  is  the  most  important.  Both  the  ci\il 
and  military  departments  require  it  in  larjre 
quantities,  and  without  it  our  fields  caaM»i. 
be  cultivated,  nor  our  armies  put  in  vffi- 
tion.  I  shall  take  great  pleasure  in  niMl- 
ing  your  joint  committees,  who  may  be  y»- 
trusted  with  this  important  suojeci,  .and 
give  them  much  Y;Uuab!e  iiiformation.  , 
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WUA  r     DEPKBCIATEd     CONFEDBRATB   MONET  ? 
HOW  IS  THE  MATTKK  TO  BE  HKMEDIED'/ 

When  we  reflect  and  look  carefully   into 
this  grave  subject,  we  w  ill  find  that  Confed- 
vrate  Treasury   notes  are  not  so  much  de- 
preciatt'd  as  many  seem  to  think.    Coufed- 
erato  money  was  never  intended  to  be  uge«J 
in  foreigu   countiies.     It   wiia  issued  as  a 
currency — a   circulating  medium   lor  this 
Confederacy  alone — as  8iicb,  it  has  answer- 
ed its  purposes,  under  all  the   circumstau- 
css  very  well.    So  long  as  we  have  an  ar- 
my of  three  hundred  thousand  men  to  pay, 
tud  feed,  and  clothe,  and  arm.  and  equip  ; 
80  long  as  every  State  is  a  military  encamp- 
ment, and  every  village  &  barrack  for  so,- 
dier? — so  long  as  we  make  war  upon   the 
Immense  scale  that  we  ar«  now   compelled 
to  adopt,  there  must  be  a  very  large  circu- 
lation of  some  kind  of  money.    This  can- 
not be  prevented.     Contraction  of  that  cir- 
cuiaiioa   at  present,  will    not  reduce  the 
price  of  any  one  article  now   most  needed 
in  the  community.     To-day   in   Louisiana, 
land  and  corn  are  jus  as  cheap  as  tli«y  were 
before  the  war.     Why?    Because   tbeie    i" 
plenty  in  the  maarket.    Negroes  and  horses 
and  cattle  are  about  three  times  as  high? 
Why .''    Because  the  market  is   not  so  well 
anpplied  as  heretofore.    Nails  and  axes  and 
cuokiag  utensils   arn    almost   worth  their 
weight  ia  gold.    Why?    Because  there  are 
oone  for  sale.     If  it  w.'re    possible  to  re- 
diicet  e  currency  to  one   hundred  Confed 
erate  dollars  in  this   Dci>artmeut,  a  pound 
of  nails  could  not  be  bought  for   that  sura 
of  money.    Why.'     Because  they  are  not  to 
be  had  at  any  price.    Let  us  carry  this  ar 
gumeat  out  a  little  farther.     A   bushel    of 
corn  is  worth  to-day  in  the  market  two  dol- 
lars.    It  will  make  one  gallon  ofwliiskey, 
and  that  gallon  of  whiskey   is  worth   one 
hundred  dollars  !    Not  because  the  Confed- 
erate money  is  so  bud,  but  because  the  bad 
whiskey  is  so  scarce.    A  pound   of  cotton 
can  be  purchased  for  twenty  cents  ;  in  the 
same  market  a  yard  of  calico  will    bring 
ten  dollars!     Not  because  Confederate  ino- 
uey  is  worthless,  for  it  buys  the  cotton,  but 
simply  because  we  have  no    manufactorie, 
of  cotton  el oih  in  the  State.     My  belief  is. 
that  ail  things  considered,  we  have  carried 
on  this  grea  struggle,  for  three  years,  very 
well  with  Confederate  money.    I  shall   not 
inflict    upon  yon   a   long  essay    upon  the 
currency,    nor    advise     that    Confederate 
notes  thail  or  snail  not   be  made  a  legal 
tender.     This  is    not  the    panacea    for  our 
troubles.    This  will  not  reduce  high  prices 
m  anicles  of    prime  neces.-dty.    The   only 
method,   iu  my  judgment,  to    benefit  the 
•tuiTeacy  is  to  follow  the  example  that  has 
feea  s^t  us  by  Texas.     Eiic(umige   nianu- 
Jlactoriesof  all  kinds.    Bend  all  your  ener- 
^es  to  the  manufacturing  of  every  article 
•deeded  at  home  or  in  the  Held 

,  If  zeal  and  activity  and  sleepless  energy 


port.  Call  into  requsilion  eT«ry  idle  man 
and  woman  in  the  State,  who  wants  worh. 
If  necessary  take  every  fifth  negro  woman, 
and  put  her  at  the  loom,  and  take  every 
tilth  negro  man  and  put  him  into  the  .'-hop, 
and,  in  a  few  short  months,  you  will  find  a 
far  different  state  of  things.  Ploughs  and 
h''e*,  and  axes,  and  cooking  \itensiis,  efcoes 
j»!id  boots,  and  hats  and  clothing  of  every 
kind  will  all  be  as  cheap  as  tliey  were  be- 
fore the  war  began.  Stock  the  market  well 
with  these  necessary  articles,  and  then  Coa- 
fedeiale  money  will  buy  as  much  as  gold 
and  silver  d  d  in  form'r  days. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  too  much  Confed- 
eraie    money  is   now  in   circulation.    The 
tax^s  will  absorb  a  large  amount,  and  it  ia 
hoped  (hat  Congress    will,   at   its   present 
session,  make   provision  for  a   farther  cur- 
tailment.    But  whatever    action   Congress 
shall  take  in    the  premises,    lot  us  do    our 
duty.    You  are  the  guardians  ot  the   CJir- 
rency  of  Ih's  State.    Call  in  every  dollar  of 
State  money  ;   that  will  be  so  much  good 
done  in  the"  right  direction.     Let    the    cur 
rency  be  uniform.    Let  there   be  no  invid- 
ious comparisons  between   State  and  Con- 
federate  notes.     Then  turn    your    earnest 
attention  to  manufactories  of  every  kind. — 
Start  the    hammer  and   the  loom.     Let  tbt 
furnance  smoke  and  the  anvil  ring.    Stiaa 
ulate  capitalists  to  embark  in  these  indus- 
trial pursuil;s  at  home,  for  while  the  block- 
ade stands  you  cannot  get  such   articles  as 
you  now  need  so  much,  unless  you  make 
them  yourselves.     If  onehaUof the  capital 
that  has  been  sent  to  foreign  laads,  in  run- 
ning the  blockade,  had  beea   invested  iii 
manufactories  at  home,  OUT  country   would 
be  this    day  in    a  far  better  condition.    I, 
therefoip,  tiually  recommend  that  you  es- 
tablish "  a  .Viningaad  Manufacturing  Bu- 
reau," (to  which  may  be  attached  a  Labor- 
atory for  prepariKg  indigenous  medicines  ;> 
and  piace  at  its  head  meu    of  intelligence, 
ot  energy,  and  undoubted    honesty.    'Ihis 
is  a  great  undertaking  ;  but  we  are  a  great 
people,  and  f-hould  be  equal  to  any  emer- 
gency.    On  the  field  we    are  the  equals  of 
any  in  the  world.     Let  us    learn  a  lesson 
Irom  the  enemy,  and  profit  by   their  exam- 
ple. They  manufacture  everything  at  home . 
it  is  not  loo  laie  torus  to  begin.     We  have 
immense  lesources.     We  can  save  the  cur- 
rency and  the  couolry.     We  will.     It  rests 
with  you  to  say  it  shall  be  d(  ne. 

It  is  my  sincere  desire  that  your  deliber 
ations  may  be  harmonious,  and  that  ull 
your  actions  in  behalf  of  the  Slate  of  Lou- 
isiana shall  be  guided  by  wisdom  from  ou 
High. 

HENRY  W.  ALiEN. 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Lou  isiana. 

Sbreveport,  I^,  Jan.  2G,  1864. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  ordered   that 
ono   thousand   copies   of  the   message  b« 


ffUl  aid  V9U,  yyu  sball  have  nay  hearty  gup-jpriaced  for  the  u.«(t  of  the  Senate 
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BKPOBT  FKOM  A   STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  Committee  on  t';e 
Judiciary,  to  whom  wa^  reterred  SenateJaill 
-entitled  an  act  to  amead  and  re-enact  an 
•act  reiatis'e  to  judicial  proceedini?3  .aga1n;-t 
.persoas  iu  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved January  2l8t,  1861  ;  an  act  to  re- 
peal the  S7th  section  ol  the  act  entitled  an 
act  rela'ive  to  crimes  and  offences,  approv- 
ed March  14th.  1855,  and  an  act  to  repeal 
AU  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  suits  or 
^jroceedings  for  the  forfeitura  of  charters 
fcf.the  banks  Of  this  State,  or  the  involunta- 
ry liquidation  thereof,  approved  January 
90th,  186Z,  submitted  a  favorable  report  on 
each  of  said  bills. 

The  same  Senator  from  same  committee, 
iD  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  entitled 
•n  act  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  witnes!=- 
^  on  the  anramous  of  either  House  ot  the 
General  Assembly,  and  to  compel  them  to 
discover  testimony,  submitted  an  adverse 
report,  as  being  the  law  in  existence  in 
part. 

The  same  Senator  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  wa8  referred  Senate  bill 
entitled  aa  act  to  repeal  an  act  relative  to 
suits  or  proceedings  for  the  forfeiture  of 
charters  of  banks  of  this  State,  or  the  invol- 
untary liquidation  thereof,  reported  it 
back  to  the  Senate  wit'j  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  lie  on  the  table  as  containing 
the  same  provisions  already  reported  above 
<^n  another  bill.  And  the  same  Senatoi 
from  the  same  committee,  to  wh  in  was  re- 
ferred the  report  ot  the  Comnii.ssiouer  of 
i'ublic  Lands  of  this  State,  reported  the 
game  back  to  the  Senate  without  action, 
with  the  recommendation  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Works. 

On  motion  i>y  the  same  Senator  there 
port  ot  the  committee  vv»s  adopted,  and  the 
report  was  accordingly  referred. 

BILLS  INTKODICEO  WITHOUT    NOTICi;  AND  RE- 
FEKRKD. 

Mr.  Texada,  without  previous  notice  and 
with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first  granted, 
aaked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
loUowiug  entitled  bills,  which  underwent 
their  fir.'t  and  second  readings  by  their  res 
pcctive  titles,  and  both  were  refei  red  to  the 
(Jommittoo  on  the  3/ilitia  : 

An  act  to  organize  a  State  Guard. 

An  act  to  organize  the  companies  of 
first  battallion  Louisiana  cavalry  and  first 
battalion  Louisiana  State  troops. 

U  Sl'ECIAL  OUnK&  OF   THE  DAV. 

This  being  the  day  .=et  apart  for  the  con 
flideration  of  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
change  the  time  of  holding  court  in  the 
Tenth  Judicial  District — the  same  was 
taken  up,  when  on  motion  by  Mr.  McDon 
aid,  the  further  consideration  of  this  bil 
was  postponed,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  a  select  committee,  composed 
<of  the  Sanatorial   delegation    vitbia    the 


Tenth  Judicial  District,  viz :  Mesars.  Butler, 
Clark  and  Abney. 

This  being  also  the  day  aet  apart  for  tha 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  entitled  an  aot 
for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson  ;  the  same 
was  taken  up,  when  on  motion  by  Mr. 
VVall,  the  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill 
underwent  its  second  and  third  readinn^s,  it 
passed,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  House  there* 
in. 

ORDERS  OF  THB  DAT — 2d  HEADINGS. 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg- 
islature  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State  Government. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  rules  wer» 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings  and  it  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman,  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  is 
violation  of  law. 

On  motion  by  Mr.Gantt  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  enforce  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses on  the  summons  of  either  House 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  to 
compel  thom  to  discover  testimony,  when 
on  the  adoption  of  this  bill  at  its  second 
loading,  the  same  was  rejected. 

An  act  to  amend  and  ra-enact  an  act  rel- 
ative to  judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
sons in  the  naval  and  military  service,  ap- 
proved December  21st.  1861. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks  the  rules  were 
^^uspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  97th  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  crimes  and 
offences,  approved  March  14th,  1855. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  jtassed  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Sea- 
retary  was  furth.er  directed  to  attach  to  this 
bill  the  memorial  of  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  parish  of  Caddo,  pre- 
sented  this  day  to  the  Senate  in  relation  to 
the  gambling  law,  an  act  to  repeal  an  act 
entitled  an  act  relative  to  suits  or  proceed- 
ings for  the  forfeiture  of  charters  of  the 
banks  of  this  State,  or  the  involuntary  li- 
q\iidation  thereof,  approved  January  30th, 
1862. 

When  on  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  tb« 
further  congideration  of  this  bill  was  po.st- 
poned,  and  it  was  made  tho  special  order 
of  the  day  for  Saturday  next. 

An  a«t  to  repeal  an  act  relative  to    fnid 
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or  proceedings  for  Ihe  forfeiture  of 
ters  of  the  banks  of  this  Stale,  or  the 


abar- 

UiTOl- 

untary  liquidation  thereof 

On  motion  \>y  Mr.-  Weightmaa  the  repon 
of  the  committee  was  adopted  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  iHotion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Senate  pro 
ceeded  with  closed  doors  to  the  eonf-idora- 
don  of  Executive  business,  and  after  some 
time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were  re-open 
ed. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Sen 
»te  adjourned  uotil  to-morrow  at  11  o'- 
elock  A.  M. 

t,  Thursday.  JaH.  28,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
Ibent. 

Present— The  Honi  Benjamin  W.  Pearce 
Lieutenant  Governor  and  President  of  the 
Senate,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  CHark 
Gantt.  Gray,  Lott,  Moore,  Pond,  Reeves 
Rogers,  Texada,  Weaks  and  Weightman. 

14  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with 
■prayers  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.H.  Mose 
ley. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  ordered  that  so 
ttnch  of  Governor  Allen's  message  as  re- 
lates to  internal  resources,  be  referred  to 
the  joint  committee  in  relation  to  Iron 
Foundries. 

MESSAGE  FBOM  THE  OOVER^fOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Parrot,  private  Secretary 
of  bis  Excellency,  the  Governor,  delivered 
to  the  Senate  a  sealed  Executive  communi- 
eatioD. 

REPORT   FROM  8TANDINO  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
Bills  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  regulate  Interest,"  and 

"An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and 
^^^te  Bond-,''  submitted  a  favorable  report 
ji>n  each  paid  Bills, 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
(Wmmittee  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
Mil  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court 

Kto  hold  an  annual   session  in  the  town  of 
.Sreensburg,  Louisii'na.  submitted  a  favor- 
)le  report  by  substitute,  which  was  passed 
^  2d  reading 

Mr.  Weightman,  from  the  joint  commit- 

t^  on  Enrollment,  reported  to  the  Senate 

&at  the  joint  committee  had  tbj^  day  di-- 

charged   Mr.  J.  G.  Arnold,  one  of  the  En 

_,  lOUing  clerks,  on  account  of  inefficiency. 

llEPORt  FROM  A  SELECT  COMMITTEE. 

ifr.  Weaks,  trom  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  a  resolution   to  '.'n- 
i^aiw  iDto  the  cost  of  publisfaiog  daily  pru- 


jeeiliugs  of  the  Seaat^,  Bubmittt»d  ilie  fol- 
lowing report  and  acconipaiiying  resolu- 
Uou  : 

By  virtue  of  the  above    Vt'S'ilution,    the 
uomuiittee  agree  to  award  tJlio  priming  of  th«' 
Tournals  of  tlie  iSeaa'e  to  the' Semi- Weekly 
News,"  of  the  eity  of  Shreveport,  by  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senati*. 

Ivo.sojved,  That  the  pruceodings  of  the' 
■Senate  be  published  in  the  "'Svini-Weekly 
News,"  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  report  and 
esolutiou  were  nuaiiimou-ly  adopted. 

BH.LS     INTRODUCED     WITHOUT     NOTICE     AHO' 

Mr.  Fond,  without  previous  notice  aad 
with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first  granted, 
asked  and  oDtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  emi'.led  : 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  Judges  of  th« 
Fifth  and  Eighth  Judicial  District,  to  hold 
special  courts  for  the  tribal  of  refused  cases" 
which  underwent  its  1st  and  2d  reading  by 
its  title,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  committee  ou  the  Judiciary. 

EXKGfTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, at  closed'  doors,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re-open- 
ed'. 

ORDERS  OP  TBE  day— 2D' READING. 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
Bonds. 

Section.  I.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That  the  Bolder  of  any  Confederate  or 
State  Bond,  payable  to  bearer,  shall  have 
the  right  to  restrain  its  negotiability  or 
transfer  by  mere  delivery,  by  specially  en- 
dor.sing  the  same  to  the  order  of  himself  or 
ainy  other  peisons  and  from  the  time  or  date 
of  such  endorsement,  such  bond  shall  be 
held  and  consideted  as  the  property  of  the 
person,  to  whom^  or  to  wh.se  order  the 
same  has  been  so  endorsed.  Provided, 
liowever,  that  the  negotiability  of  such 
bond  can  at  any  time  be  restored  by  th« 
endorsement  of  the  person  to  whom  it  had 
been  endorsed,  making  the  same  payabla 
to  bearer. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
the  coupons  of  such  ^>onds  shall  follow  the 
ownership  of  the  bond  until  severed  there- 
from, but  the  coupons  when  severed  from 
the  bond  shall  be  held  to  be  the  property 
of  the  persona  m  possession  of  such  cou- 
pons. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enaeted,  &c.,  Tbat 
i.he  holder  of  any  State  bond,  specially  en- 
dorsed as  provided  in  the  first  sectioq  •! 
thi^  act,  shall  have  the  right  of  lequiriog 
the  State  Auditor  to  register  in  a  book  ♦♦ 
be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the  nam* 
of  Ihe  p<»rson  to  whom  the  bond  has  been 
made  payal£iile<  its  deBomiBatio&,  date,nBO^ 
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ber.  rnatiiriiy,  r.ite  of  interest,  by  whoQij''lie  riglit  to  charge  and  collect  iuterest  at 
signed  and  couiUersjirned,  and  how  many  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  no  more, 
c^mpons  yec  rciuain  iin.«evered  thereibrra.  ^'ec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
And  for  such  .services  the  Auditor  shall  any  person  charging  more  than  eight  per 
have  tiie  right  (i)  demand  and  receive  the  cent,  interest,  per  annum  either  by  pur- 
siim  ot  one    dollar   for   the  res  stration  of  chase,  discount  or  any  other  manner,  shall 


such  bond.  And  should  the  owner  require 
from  him  a  certificate  thereof,  he  sh.ali  Lave 
the  light  of  deiirtnding  and  receiving  one 
dollar  for  each  bond,  but  in  no  case;^  what- 
ever, the  number  of  bonds  registered  at  one 
time  for  the  same  helder,  .shall  the  cost  of 
the  certificate  thereof,  be  more  than  five 
dollars. 

Skc.  4  He  it  further  enacted.  &c.,  That 
in  the  event  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of 
such  eudoised.  registered  Slate  bond  in  the 
hands  of  the  owner  thereof,  or  o;  any  agent, 
attorney  in  fact  or  trustee  for  his  benefit. 
by  theft,  accident,  conllagration,  capture  by 
the  enetuy,  or  in  any  another  manner,  the 
owner  shall  have  the  riglit  on  affidavit  ol 
himself,  his  agent,  attorney  in  fact  or  trus- 
tee, as  the  case  may  be,  of  arresting  the 
paya  ent  of  such  lost  or  destroyed  bond, 
and  also  the  coupons  attached  thereto  and 
nnsevered  therefrom  at  the  time  of  such 
loss  or  destruction.  And  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State  on  being  served  with  the  aflSda- 
vit.  aforesaid,  setting  forth  a  full  statement 
of  the  facts,  shall  be  prohibited  from  paying 
such  coupons  or  bonds  to  any  other 
persons  than  he  to  whom  said  bond  was 
endorsed,  or  to  his  heir  or  legal  assigns. 

Skc.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

On  motion  by  ilii-.  Reeves,  the  rules  were 
suspended  ;  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  and  on  its  final  p^vssage,  Mr. 
Barrow  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they 
■were  ordered  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Clark,  Coco 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  Moore,  Pond,  Reeve.= 
Rogers.  Texada,  Weaks,  and  Weightman. — 

13  Senators. 

Nays — Mv.  Barrow,  1  Senator. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  (Secretary 
was  directed  to  requst  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  ef  Greensburg. 
Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended  ;  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
t>he  House  therein. 


forfeit  the  whole  amount  of  interest  so  char- 
ged. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
all  acts  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  repealed.  This  act  to  take 
effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended  ;  this  Bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
;id  readings  and  on  its  final  passage  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  under  the  rules 
and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

Yeas  Messr.'.  Clark,  Coco.  Gantt.  Gray, 
Lott,  Moore,  Pond,  Reeves, Rogers,  Texada 
and  Weightman. 

II  Senators. 
Nays — Messrs.     Abney,    Barrow^     and 
Weaks.     3  Senators. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  req^uest  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  iMr.  Texada,  the  Senate 
;tdjourned   until   to-morrow,  at  11  o'clock, 


AN  ACT  TO   REaUIATB  IXTERKST. 

Sec  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
Hou.^e  of  Representatives  of  the  State  ol 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened. 
That  the  owner  of  any  promissory  note, 
bond,  or  written  obligation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  to  order  or  bearer,  or 
traasfeiable    by    a'signmen^,    shall    have 


FuiD.iT,  January  iJ9th,  18GI. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present— The  Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearce, 
President  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Clark,  Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray.  Lott.  McDonald,  Moore,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman.     16  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  W.  Mosely. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

Ml  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, informed  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  concurred  in  Senate  bills  of  the 
following  titles, viz.  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  T.  li.  Thompson,  an  act  authorizing  Re- 
corders to  administer  oaths,  an  act  to  re- 
peal the  97th  section  of  the  act  entitled  an 
act  relative  to  crimes  and  offences,  approv- 
ed March  I4th,  ISori,  and  an  act  to  repeal 
the  2d  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  rela- 
tive to  the  State  Library,  approved  Marck 
15th,  1845. 

And  lie  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  House  bills  of  the  following  titles 
to-wit  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelousaf; 
in  1852  and  ]8(i3. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden,  Sher- 
iflf  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  parish  ot  Bok- 
Hier. 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  children  ot 
John  Pierre  and  Hannah  Perkins  of  the 
parish  of  Rapides. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concernino-  ihe  town  ol 
Bastrop,  approved  March  Dth.  18G1. 

An  act  to  define  the  qiialitications  ol 
jurors,  and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE    GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to  the 
Senate  a  sealed  execntive  commuiucatiou. 

REPORT  FROM  STAXDIKQ  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bills  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  euemj 
from  u.iing  certain  property  belonging  tn 
citizens  of  this  State  in  prosecuting  the  war 
against  ibem. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  license 
to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  Slates,  and  who  have  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Unted  States  since 
the  1st  of  July,  18G2. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  employment  of 
certain  ps'sons. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Judges  of  the 
Fifth  and  Eighth  Judicial  Distiicts  to  hold 
special  Courts  for  the  trial  of  criminal  cases 
submitted  a  favorable  report  on  each  of 
said  bills. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  be  Commiitee  on  the 
Military  t'l  wliou:  was  referred  Senate  bill 
entitled  anrict  to  reorganize  the  companies 
iu  1st  battalion  ionisiana  cavalry  and  1st 
battalion  Louisiana  State  Troops,  submit- 
ted a  favorable  report,  with  the  recommen- 
dation th-it  LJie  bill  pass. 

And  the  same  .-'enator,  from  the  same 
oi'tumitlee,  to  whom  was  refen-ed  Senate 
bill  entiilod  an  act  to  organize  the  State 
(Miard.  .'^nbmitied  a  favorable  rejiort  with 
amendment,  and  recommending  its  pas- 
sage. 

ORDKRS  OF  THE  I/AY  -HOUSE  MESSAGE — FIRST 
l.E   DINGS. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  pa<ed  l)y  ihe  General  Assembly  at  the 
session  held  ui  the  town  of  Opelonsas  in 
186x  and  I8(i;5.  which  bill  underwent  its- 
first  reading,  and  it  wasordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

An  act  fortl  e  relief  of  Philo  Alden.  Sher- 
iff and  Tax  Collector  of  the  jiarish  of  Bos- 
sier. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  wen 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings  by  its  title,  and  it  was  or 
dered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of 
John  Price  and  Hannah  I'erkins,  of  the 
parish  of  Rapide?,  which  bill  underwent  its 
first  rcading'and  on  motion  Dy  Kr.  Texada, 
it  was  rejected. 


An  act  to  aaiead  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  incorporating  the  town 
of  Bastrop,  ajipiuved  March  9th,  18G1, 
which  bill  underwent  its  first  reading  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a  second  leading. 

An  act  to  lii^fiu"  the  quulificaticin  of  ju- 
rors, and  who  are  exempt  fiom  the  duties 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  ]\Ir.  Lott  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  leadings  by  its  title,  and  ii  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

SENATE  BILLS  I'ASSEU, 

On  motion  by  1/r.  Moore  the  rules  wer« 
susjeuded.  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  *S'enate  bill  entitled  an 
ict  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  using  certain 
property  belonging  to  citizens  of  this  State 
in  prosecuting  the    war  against  them. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enaeted  by  the  Senate 
ind  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  .V-senibly  conven- 
d,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  and 
he  is  liereby  anthorizi'd  and  required  when- 
ever in  his  opini  n,  ;it  any  time  during  the 
existing  war,  the  public  welfare  and  salety 
of  the  country  require  it,  to  remove  or 
cause  to  be  removed,  from  any  section  of 
the  State  in  imminent  danger  of  being  oc- 
cupied by  the  eneii:y,  every  speci-s  of 
property,  both  public  and  private,  which, 
if  in  possession  ot  the  enemy,  would  cer- 
tainly assist  him  in  prosecuting  the  vvav. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  tjje  first 
section  was  amended  by  striking  out  ihere- 
irom  the  words  '•  and  required.''  and  the 
first  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Sec  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
whenever  the  Governor  shall  receive  relia- 
ble informetion  that  the  enemy  are  about 
to  occupy  any  particular  section  or  locality 
of  the  State,  he  .sfiall  issue  his  proclama- 
tion, directed  to  the  citizens  of  such  sec- 
tion or  locality,  declaring  what  species  of 
property  they  shall  remove,  as  owner  or 
agent,  and  in  what  time  tlie  same  shall  be 
done;  and  if  not  removed  in  the  time  speci- 
lii'd,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  employ  the  mil- 
itai'y  force  of  ihb  State,  when  adequate  and 
practicable,  otherwise  to  require  the  Mili- 
tary Conunaiider  of  this  Department  to  fur- 
nish him  a  tutficient  foixe  to  make  i?uch  re 
moval. 

V  u)  morion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  second 
section  was  amended  by  stirking  out  there- 
tiomin  the  second  line  the  word  "shall," 
and  in.'erling  in  lieu  there,  f  the  word 
••  may,"  and  the  second  section  was  adopt- 
ed as  amendeil. 

Sec.  od.  Beit  further  enacted,  ic.  That 
any  person  or  persons  owning  or  having  in 
their  possession  any  species  of  property 
which  the  Governor,  by  his  proclamatiuu, 
has  declared  should  be  removed,  should 
wiUIully  hide  o.  conceal  the  same  to  pre- 
vent its  removal,  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  or  having  moved  it,  shouid 
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artf.rwards  move  it  back  again,  witliout  a 
special  iiroclamation  of  the  Goveraor  avi 
Ihorizin;^:  the  same,  he.  she  or  they  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  luisdemeanor,  for  which 
he,  she  or  they,  as  the  case  niav  be,  &hall 
be  arresled,  tried,  and  if  found  guilty,  im- 
prisoned not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
twelve  niontli.-^. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  iott,  the  3d  section 
was.adoijted. 

ib'ec.  1.  IJe  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
whenever  it  shall  become  nece-sary  for  the 
Govornor  to  employ  iiiilitaiy  force  to  eXe 
cute  the  [irovisions  of  ihis  act,  heshall  caus-e 
tbe  property,  so  teinoved,  to  be  delivereu 
4,0  its  proper  owner  or  agent,  immediately 
in  the  rear  ol  ike  nearest  military  line, 
Stale  or  Cunfi'derate. 

On  motion  by  Mv.  Lott,  the  4th  sectioc 
was  adopted. 

Sec  5.  Be  it  furiher  enacted,  &c..  That 
whenever  the  enemy  shall  cease  to  occupy 
jjermaucntly  any  district  or  section  ol  ihi 
State,  from  which  certain  species  of  prop- 
erty have  been  removed,  under  the  pro 
visions  of  this  act,  it  .■'hall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  i.ssue  his  proclamation  declar 
iug  the  fact,  a  ;d  that  the  provisiou.s  of  thi.- 
act  are  no  louger  applicable  to  said  district 
or  section.  I'lovided  always,  that  in  the 
execution  of  this  act  it  shall  not  be  lawiul 
for  any  officer  orsoldier  in  the  serviceofthe 
State  or  Confederate  States,  to  enter  into  the 
dwelling  house  of  any  free  person  or  per- 
sons, and  take  therefrom  anything  proper- 
ly appertaining  and  belonging  thereto 
withoui.  the  con.-ent  and  approval  of  the 
owner  or  agent :  nor  take  fi  om  the  premis- 
•es  any  more  provisions  than  will  be  neces 
sary  ro  subsist  such  stock  and  negroes  as 
.may  be  taken  I'rom  the  same  place,  vvhilsi 
it  is  being  conveyed  t.;  the  rear  of  the  near- 
•est  mii'.'.iirv  Une. 

Un  moiinii  by  Mr.  Lott  the  3d  section 
•was  adopied 

Sec.  G.  He  i'  further  enacted,  i'c.  That 
all  laus  or  p  iris  ol  law^  coufliciing  with  the 
provision-  of  this  aci  shall  be  suspended 
during  tlie  time  and  for  the  districts,  sec 
tions  or  localities  in  which  it  may  be  in 
force  and  eliect. 

On  nioiiou  by  Mr.  iott  the  5lh  section 
was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its 
second  and  third  readings,  and  on  its  final 
passage  Mr.  I'ond  calle<l  for  the  yeas  and 
uays ;  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken 
re-sulted  as  follows,  to-wit  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abncy.  Clark.  Coco,  Gantt. 
Gray,  iott,  McDonald,  Moore,  Reeves  and 
Texada.     10  Senators. 

Nays— J/essrs.  Pond.  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 4  Senators. 

On  their  respective  motions  Messrs.  Bar- 
row and  Rogers  were  excused  (Voni  voting. 

So  the  bill  passed,  and  on  the  adoption 
.of  its  tts  title,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the 


following  was  substituted  for  the  original 
title,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  authoiize  the  Governor,  in  cer- 
tain contingencies,  to  remove  property  of 
citizens  of  this  State  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  enemy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Mouse  therein. 

On  molioH  by  Mr.  Te.xada  the  rules  were 
suspend€<l  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration'of  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act 
to  organize  the  State  Guard. 

The  1st,  2d  and  3(1  sections  were  road 
and  adopted. 

Sec  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  ttc.  Tliat 
the  army  regulations  and  articles  of  war  of 
the  Confederate  States  be  and  are  hereby 
adopted  for  the  government  of  said  legi- 
ment. 

Mr.  Weightman  offered  the  following  as  a 
•substitute  n  lieu  of  the  origiiial  section, 
which  is  n!<  lollows  viz  : 

Sec.  4.  Ik'  it  furth(!r  enacted,  &c.,  That 
the  Governor  be  authorized  to  establish 
ules  and  ri-gulations  for  the  government 
of  said  regiment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  Mr.  Weight- 
man's  substitute  was  adopted  as  the  4th 
section  of  the  bill. 

Sections  5th  and  6th  were  read  and 
adiipted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  following 
was  adopted  as  the  7th  section  of  the  bill, 
to-wit : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  «fec..  That  this  act 
shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent 
its  second  and  third  readings,  and  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Lntt  the  rules  were  further  sus- 
pended, the  bill  passed  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
•he  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  rules  wera 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  enti'led  .an 
act  to  organize  the  companies  in  the  1st  bat- 
talion Louisiana  cavalry  and  1st  battalion 
Louisiana  State  troops. 

The  1st  and  3d  sections  were  real  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  fol- 
lowing was  adopted  as  the  3d  section  of 
the  bill : 

Sec  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  A'c  That 
this  act  shall  take  effect  tiom  and  alter  its 
passage. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  rulos 
were  suspended,  the  bill  underwent  its  sec- 
ond and  third  readings  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Moore,  the  rules  were  further  suspend- 
ed r.nd  the  bill  passed. 

KXIiCUnVE   SKS.SI0.N. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  Senate  pr«i- 
ceeded  with  closed  doors  to  the  considera 
tion  of  Executive  ba-Tiue;.*,  wd  nfttr  somt 
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tiuje  spent  therein  the  doors  were  re-open- 
«d.  Mr.  I.ewis  Texada  in  the  chair. 

Oq  motion  by  Mr.  >iooie.  the  Senate  a-l- 
joarned  until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock,  a.  m. 


Satl'uday.  January  SOth.  186i. 
The    Senate  met  pursuant    to   ailjorn 
ment. 

Present,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  W.  Pearce. 
Lieutenant  Governor  aii^  President  of  the 
Senate. 

Messrs.  Barrow,  Butler,  Coco,  Clark. 
Gantt,  Grar,  Scott.  Moore,  Pond,  Reeves. 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall.  Weaks  and  Weighl- 
juan. 

15  Senators. 
The    proceedings    were    opened    with 
prayers    by   Rev.  Henry    M.  Smith,    Post 
Clia;.ilain. 

I'iie  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR 

3iv.  11.  M.  Favrot,  privaie  Secvetnry  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  a  sealed  Execmive  communica- 
tion. 

RKPORTd  iriOMSTANmNG  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  Moore,  from  iho  Committee  on  tlie 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill 
eutitlcd  an  act  to  defiae  the  qualification  ot 
jurors,  and  \^)!0  are  exempt  from  duties 
Iberoof. submitted  a  favurable  report. 

Mr.  Weightman,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as  correctly  on- 
rolled  Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit: 

An  a;t  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thomp- 
ton  au  act  authorizing  Re  ^orders  to  admin- 
ister oaths,  au  act  to  repeal  the  2d  section 
of  an  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
State  Librai7,  approved  March  15th,  1855. 
;\nd  an  act  to  repeal  the   97th  section  of  an 


entitled  bills,  which  underwent  their  firet 
and  second  readings  by  tbeir  respective 
titles,  and  they  were  respectively  referred 
as  indicated  below,  to-wit : 

Mr.  Clark- 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
t©  the  branch  of  the  Citizens'  B  mk  certain- 
sums  due  by  the  State  to  the  Citizens' 
bank. 

il/r.  Lott— 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removing  of  property  in  the  State  contrary 
to  law. 

Mr.  Butler, 

An  act  to  provide  tribunals  for  the  trial 
of  negroes. 

An  act  to  prohibit  negroes  from  testify- 
ing fur  or  against  white  persons,  which 
bills  were  severally  referred  to  the  Commit-- 
tee  on  the  Judii'iury. 

Mr.  Mooie, 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  land 
commonly  called  •"Rio  Hoodo"  claim., 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Works. 

Mr.  Weightman, 

An  act  I'j  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasury,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  en  Finance. 

SPKCIAL   ORDER   OP  THE   DAV. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
repeal  an  act  euJitled  au  act  relative  to  suits 
or  proceedings  for  the  forfeiture  of  charters 
of  the  banks  of  this  State,  or  the  involun- 
tary liquidation  thereof,  approved  January 
20th,  1S62^  the  same  was  taken  up* 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
LoKi^iana  in  General  Assembly  convened, 
That  an  aet.  No.  (i9.  entiU'ed  an  act  rela:iv8 
to  suits  or  proceedings  f)r  the  forfeiUire  of 
charters  of  the  banks  ot  this  State,  or  the 


kct  entitled  an  act  relative  to    crimes    and  •J"'o>""'-^''7,,',"l'\"!,^.^'°J[V  ^l'!'J°!'  '^^P™^'^* 
oiTences.  approved  March  I'lth,  185.5. 

And  the  same  Senator,  on  behalf  of  the 
«ame  committee,  informed  the  Senate  that 
Messrs,  A.  H.  Leonard,  and  John  W.  ilfahle 
had  been  appoinled  enrolling  clerks  for 
this  session,  and  that  they  had  been  sworn 
fn  the  House  of  Representatives. 

COMMCNICATION. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  transmitting  the   annual    report 


January  2Uth,   18G2,  be    and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That- 
this  act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  its 
passage,  which'bill  underwent  its  second 
reading,  and  on  its  adoption  at  its  third 
reading,  Mr.  Texada  called  for  the  yeas  and 
navs  ;  they  were  ordered  and  being  taken 
resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Gantt,  Moore  and  Weight- 
man— 3  Senators. 

Nays — Messrs.    Barrow,    Butler,    Clark 


of   the  Board  of  Administrators  of  Iholn-  Coco,'Gray.  Lott.  Pond,   Reeves,  Rogeri 


same  Asj'lum  at  Jackson,  Louisiana,  when 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  reading  of  the 
same  was  dispensed  with  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

BtLI.3    INTRODUCEED    WITHOUT    NOTICE  AND 
REFERRED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  -without' 
previous  notice  given,  and  with  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  first  gi  anted,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 


Texada,  Wall  and  Weaks— 12  Senators. 
So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate  in  House  bills  and  joint  reso- 
lutions of  the  following  titles,  to-wit : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Marvor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Pltte 
ofthe  parish  of  Caddo. 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt,  As 
fePBor  of  Fapides  parish. 

An  act  to  amend  the  fir?t  Fection  of  an 
act  entitlf'fl  an  act  prescribinpr  an  addition- 
al oath  for  electors  in  certain  cases,  ap- 
prored  June  27th.  )8fi3. 

An  net  to  amend  the  fir'^t  section  of  an 
flctenHtled  nn  act  pre.«cribin.£r  an  addilinn- 


the  Senate  in  House  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  acrainstper- 
sonsinthe  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  December.  1861,  an  act  confer- 
in?  additional  powers  on  tiie  Clerks  of  the 
District  Conrts  generally,  an  act  to  author- 


al  oath  for  Commissioners  of  Elections,  ap-li^e  Lewis   Phillips    and    his    wife    Harriot 


proved  Jmw  Ifith,  1F63 

An  net  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
fersons  convicted  of  crimes  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

And  joint  resolution  instructing  the  Au- 
ditor of  Public  Acconnts  and  Treasurer  to 
retain  in  their  hmids  the  puBlic  stock? 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  is 
lued  to  the  free  banks  of  New  Orleans. 

KXErVTIVE   RF.SSIOX. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texadn,  the  Senntt' 
proceeded  with  closed  doors  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  and  afier 
pome  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
re-opened. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Sen- 
Bte  adjourned    until    Monday    next  at    I] 

o'clock,   A.  M. 

MoNPAY,  February  let,  1864. 
""  The  Senate    met   pursuant   to    adjourn- 
ment. 

Present.  Mr.  John  Moore.  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate.  Messrs.  Abnev,  Barrow, 
Butler.  Clark.  Coco.  Cantt,  Gray.  iott. 
McDonald.  Pond  Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada. 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 17  Sena- 
tors. 

The  proceedinffs  were  opened  with  pray- 
ers by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  H.  /Smith.  Post  Chap- 
lain. 

The  journal  of  last  Saturday  was  read 
afld  approved, 

EXECUTIVE  COMMFNICATIOy. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  comunication  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  transmitting  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  State  Treasun^r,  the  reading  o! 
which  was  dispensed  with  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Gnnft,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  refer- 
ed  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 


ME.SSAOK  TO  TRF,  HOCSE. 

The  Secretary  requested  the  signature  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  to  Senate  enrol 
led  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to-wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thomp.son 
an  act  authorizing  Recorders  to  administer 
oaths,  an  act  to  repeal  the  97th  section  of 
the  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  crimes 
and  offences,  approved  March  14th  IS.'iS. 
nad  an  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  relative  to  the  State 
Libraiy.  approved  March  15th,  1855. 

MKSSAOE  FROM  TIIK  HOUSE. 

Mf  ."Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatJves,  requested  the    concurrence  of 


Phillips  to  adopt  Lewis  Oscar  Phillips,  a 
minor,  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  fur- 
t'ler  prosecution  of  the  war. 

REPORT    FROM  STANDINC;  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Texada,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  regulate  payments  from 
the  State  Treasury,  and  House  bill  entitled 
in  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden,  Sheriff 
■ind  Tax  Collector  of  the  parish  of  Bossier, 
ubmitted  a  favorable  report  ou  each  of 
said  bills. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  b 
resolution  instructing  the  commitiee  to  iii- 
quireinto  tlie  propriety  of  aboliobing  thtj 
office  of  State  Engineer,  reported  a  bill  ei  - 
titled  an  act  abolish  the  ofEce  of  State  En- 
ffineer,  which  was  passed  to  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Weightman.  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  works,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  confirm  certain 
claims,  to  land  commonly  called  ''Rio 
Hondo,"  submitted  a  favorable  report. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee,  submitted  the  following  resolr- 
tion.  which  was  considered  by  nnauiraouB 
consent  of  the  Senate  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  250  copies  of  the  repoit 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  be  printed,  200  copie.s  for  the  n'e  of 
the  Commissioner,  Mr.  Lewis  Tesada  in  tbil" 
chair.  • 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  Committee  on  tl'^s* 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bi'l 
entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  seizure,  tak- 
ing or  removing  of  property  in  the  Stat« 
contrary  to  law,  submitted  a  favorable  r»- 
port  on  amendments. 

Tlie  same  Senator  from  the  same  coni- 
mittee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  abolish  the  offices  in  th<t 
different  land  offices  in  this  Mate  unt'l 
twelve  months  after  the  existing  war.  an 
act  to  prohibit  negroes  from  testifying  for 
or  against  white  persons,  an  act  to  prov1d<i 
tribunals  for  the  Irinl  of  free  negroes,  sub- 
mitting adverse  reports  on  each  said  bills. 


BILLS     INTKODUCFD     W.THOUT     NOTICB     AS» 
LAID   OVER. 

And  the  same  Senator,  without  previ(>ti« 
notice  and  with  suspension  of  the  rules  (irst 
granted,  asked  and. obtained  leave,  to  i&- 
troduce  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  ana 
re  enact  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  wittj; 
draw.al  from  public  sale  or  private  eu^n' or  " 
location  all  the  public  lands  of  this  Stat/ 
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approved  June  18th,  1863.  Jwhicti  under- 
went its  first  reading,  and  was  ordered  jto  a 
gocond  reading. 

Mr.  John  Moore  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  KKOM  X  SELECT  COM-VirTfEK. 

Mr.  McDonald,  from  the  joint  select  cona 
mittee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  exam 
iue  the  books,  accounts  and  voucher  of  the 
State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  of  Public  Ac 
counts,  submitted  following  report: 

The  joint  committee  appointed  by  the 
General  Assembly  at  the  annual  session  ol 
1864  to  examine  the  books  and  vouches  ol 
Treasurer's  and  Auditor's  office,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  carefully  dis 
charged  the  duties  required  of  them,  and 
fine  the  same  correct. 

They  also  carefully  examined  and  coun 
tad  the  Confederate  notes  and  notes  of  the 
State  issued  under  the  act  of  1862,  No.  1 16, 
and  the  following  amounta  were  found  on 
band: 

Confederate  noteg  $1,069,34.5  00 

Confederate  bonds,  27,850  CO 

State  notes,  act  1802,  256.026  00 

$1,353,221  00 
Of  the  Confederate  notes  $162,000  00 
consist  of  interest  paying  notes,  upon  which 
the  interest  is  yet  due;  of  the  State  issue 
there  is  $98,360  00  of  change  notes.  The 
committee  recommend  that  the  Treasurer 
be  directed  to  convert  the  interest  paying 
notes  and  the  Confederate  bonds  into  the 
ordinary  currency  ofthe  Confederate  States 
and  further  that  he  be  instructed  to  pay  out 
upon  all  warrants  issued  after  this  date 
Confederate  notes,  and  the  notes  issued 
by  the  State  under  act  No.  1 16,  of  J  862.  the 
latter  in  such  proportion  only  us  wdl  give 
a  general  distribution  of  ckauge  luiiil  the 
amount  now  on  hand  U  exhausted  and  for 
•ay  excess  that  may  be  required  to  meet 
»he  demand  upon  the  Traasury  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year,  tliey  recommend  that  6  pni- 
cent,  bonds  of  the  State  haviug  not  less 
than  twenty  years  to  run,  be  issue.d  and 
gold  for  Confederate  or  State  currency,  and, 
thus  prevent  any  further  issue  of  Staie  notes 
in  excess  of  the  amount  already  in  circula 
lion.  The  committee  further  report  that 
they  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  Auditor's  oflBce 
»ix  hundred  and  thirty  coupons  of  interest 
for  $30  each,  amounting  to  eigh;een  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  dollars,  representing 
vouchers  No.  561  of  said  office,  for  which 
they  gave  the  Auditor  a  certifiate. 

[Signed]  J.W.McOONALD. 

Chairman  Senate  Committee, 
Thos.  C.  Axderson, 

Acting  Chairman  of  House  Com. 

■ILL      INTRODUCED    ACCORDING      TO    NOTICE 
AKD  PASSED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  given  and  with  a  suspen 
Ktea  of  the  rules  first  granted,  asked  and 
«btained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 


entitled  bills,  which  underwent  their  flr^t 
second  readings  by  their  respective  title.^, 
and  they  were  severally  referred  as  indica- 
ted below,  to-wit : 

Mr.  iMcDonald. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-en  ict  ai  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  suspend  all  existing  pre- 
scriptions, approved  10th  of  .June,  1863, 
which  was  retorrod  to  the  committee  of  thrt 
Whole. 

Mr.  Wall. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Wheat, 
.Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St.  Helena;  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

BILLS     INTUODUCEO       WtTUOUT    NOTICli     AND 
PASSED. 

Mr.  Butler,  without  previous  notice  and 
with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first  grant- 
ed. .isk«d  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  change  time  of  hoJ- 
ding  Courts  in  the  parish  of  Caddo,  Tenth 
Judicial  District,  as  a  substitute  for  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  time  of 
holding  Courts  in  the  Tenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict Court,  which  substitute  underwent  it* 
several  readings  and  it  passed,  and  on  a 
fifther  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  therein. 

MESSAGE    FROM   THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot.  Private  Secretary  of 
his  Excellency  the  Gf»vernor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  a  sealed  Executive  communica- 
tion. 

OROEItS  OE  THE  DAY  — HOnSB  MESSAGE— FIRilT- 
READINGS. 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  prescribing  an  addition- 
al oath  for  Commissioners  of  Elections,  ap 
p  oved  June  J6th,  1863. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  rules  were* 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings,  and  it  was  ordered  to  b» 
referred  to   the  Committee  on  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Pitts, 
of  the  parish  of  Caddo. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings  by  its  title,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committ«*  ob 
Public  Works. 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  •■ 
additional  oath  for  Electors  in  certain  Gma 
aproved  June  17th,  1863. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  ware 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings,  and  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  .John  Hewtt,  let* 
Assessor  *it  Rapides  pas  ish. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rul«t 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  it« 
fi  St  and  second  readings,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  •> 
the  Juctiary. 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  •• 
the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  generftlly. 


OP   TmS   SENATE. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott.  the  riilea  were 
stippended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
An  act  for  the  reliff  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves  the  rnles  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
•econd  readings,  and  its  was  ordered  to  be 
refer: ed  to  ihe  committee  on  Claims. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

On  motion  by  3/r.  Lott  tie  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
•econd  readings,  ard  it  wm  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  tlie  «  ommiltee  on  the  Judicary. 

Joint  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  funther 
prosenition  of  the  war. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  rnles  were 
■•aspended.  fhese  joint  resolutions  under 
went  their  first  and  second  readings  by 
their  title,  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  re 
ferred  to  the  eommittee  on  Confederate  Re- 
lations. 

An  act  to  authorze  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Phillips  to  adopt  Lewis 
'Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

On  motion  by  JVfr.  Clark  the  rules  were 
•uspended.  thisiill  underwent  its  first  and 
Mcond  readings,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judicail  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  Bervice,  ap- 
proved 21ft  December,  1861. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first  and 
second  readings  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
r  ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Joint  resolution  instructing  the  Auditor 
•f  Public  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer  to 
retain  in  their  hands  the  public  stocks 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  is- 
sued to  the  free  banks  of  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  joint  resolution  un- 
derwent its  first  and  second  readings,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  jeferred  to  the  com 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

COMMITTEE   OF  TUE    WHOLE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  AfcDonald,  the  Senate 
resolTed  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  for  the  consideration  of  the  last 
above  entitled  joint  resolution.  After  some 
time  spent  therein,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt 
the  committee  rose,  and  the  President  re 
ported  the  bill  favorably. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  rules  were 
raspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
tiie  consideration  of  the  above  joint  resolu- 
tion, which  reads  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
In  General  Assembly  convened.  That  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  And  Treasurer 
•f  the  State  be  and  they  are  hereby  instruct 
«d  not  to  deliver  to  any  agent  or  agents  of 
«tbe  free  banks  in  the  city  ot  New  Orleans 


any  of  the  bonds  or  other  securities  which 
have  been  pledged  for  the  redemption  of 
the  notes  which  have  been  issued  to  said 
banks  for  circulation. 

Mr.  Texada  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  same,  and  upon  that  mo- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ;  they 
were  ordered,  and4s>eing  taken,  resulted  ai 
follows,  viz  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abney.  McDcnald,  Pond. 
Reeves,  Texada,  Wall,  and  Weaks.  7  Sen- 
ators. 

Nays.— Mes.sre.  Barrow.  Butler,  Clark, 
Coco,  Gantt,  .Gray,  Lott.  Moore,  Rogers, 
and  Wei^htman.     10  Senators. 

So  Mr.  Teiada's  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott  the  rules  wei» 
uspended.  this  joint  resolution  underwent 
its  second  and  third  readings,  was  concur- 
red in  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
inform  the  House  thereof. 

EXECL'TIVE  SE.SSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded, at  closed  doors,  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business,  and  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re-open- 
ed. 

HESSAQE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, informed  the  Senate  that  the 
Speaker  had  signed  Senate  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  an 
act  entiled  an  act  relative  to  the  State  Li- 
brary, approved  March  15th,  1855. 

An  act  authorizing  Recorders  to  admin- 
ister oaths. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B.  Thompson. 

An  act  to  repeal  the  97th  section  of  the 
act  entitled  an  act  relative  t  o  crimes  and 
oflFences,  approved  March  14th,  1855. 

Which  bills  received  the  signature  of  tBe 
President  pro  tem,  and  were  by  Mr.  WeigbtJ 
man,  on  behalf  of  the  committee  on  Ed- 
rollment,  submitted  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  for  bis  approval  and  signature. 

By  the  same  message  the  signature  of 
the  President  was  requested  to  House  er- 
rolled  joint  resolution  instructing  the  Au- 
ditor of  Public  Accounts  and  Treasurer  te 
retain  in  their  hands  the  public  stocki 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  i»- 
sued  by  the  free  banks  of  New  Orleans. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE    GOVERKOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Fivrot,  private  Secretary  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  Governor  had,  this  day, 
approved  and  signed  the  following  Senate 
bills,  to-wit : 

An  act  authorizing  Recorders  to  admin-; 
ister  oaths,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  B..^' 
Thompson,  and  an  act  to  repW  the  97tk 
section  of  an  act  relative  to  crimes  and  of- 
fences, approved  March  14tb,  1855. 

And  he  submitted  the  folluwin^  Ftt* 
message,  to-wit : 
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Execntire  Office.         | 
iShreveport.  La..  Feb.  1st,  1864.      j 
T«(  tho  Honorable  the  President 

and  Members  of  the  Senate  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  return  to  your  hon- 
orable body  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
the  2d  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  rel- 
•tive  to  the  State  Library,  approved  March 
15th,  1855,  for  the  following  reasons,  to- 
wit: 

That  it  is  passed  contrary  to  the  provis- 
ions of  Article  IKi  of  the  Constitution, 
which  requires  that  "  no  law  shall  be  re 
vised  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title; 
but  in  such  case  the  act  revised  or  section 
amended  shall  be  re-enacted  and  published 
at  length. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob'dt.  serv't., 
HENRY  VV.  ALLE>J, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
Which  vote  message  was  ordered  to  lie 
over. 


SECOND  RBADI.NG3. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  license  to 
any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  (Con- 
federate States,  or  who  have  taken  the  oath 
of  alle;!:iance  to  the  United  States  since  the 
21st  of  January,  I8(il. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That,  it  shall  be  unlawful  from  and  af- 
ter the  passage  of  this  act  for  any  license 
to  issue  or  be  granted  by  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana or  any  incorporated  city  or  town,  or 
any  parish  within  the  State  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  Con- 
federate States  or  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  Pond  offered  the  following  proviso, 
to-wit :  provided  that  nothing  in  this  act 
afiall  apply  to  the  cilizens  of  any  foreign 
Government  other  than  the  United,  States 

On  a  division  of  the  vote  Mv.  Pond's 
proviso  was  rejected. 

Pending  the  cousideTation  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, on  motion  by  Mr.  Weightraan,  this 
bill  was  ordered  to  bi3  recommitted  to  the 
committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removing  of  property  in  the  State  contrary 
to  law. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  offi- 
cer or  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  State  or 
Confederate -States  who  shall  seize,  take  or 
remove  any  species  of  property  m  this 
State  under  any  pretence  whatever,  with- 
out'the  consent  and  approval  of  the  owner 
or  agent,  unless  duly  authorized  and  di- 
rected by  the  Governor  in  such  manner  and 
in  such  cases  as  are,  provided  for  by  the 
laws  of  this  State,  and  every  person  so  of- 
fendin^shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  felony, 
for  which  he,  she  or  they,  as  the  case  may 
h«i  shaH  be  arrested,  tried,  an  1  if  found 
guilty,  confined  in  the  State  Penitentiary 


not  less    than  one   nor  more  than   threr. 
years. 

The  amendment  of  the  Judiciary  commit- 
tee being  to  strike  mit  in  the  third  line  the- 
words  '•  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for,"'  and  in 
the  11th  line  the  words  '•  and  every  person 
so  offending." 

On  motion,  the  above  amendment  wag 
adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  1st  sec- 
tion was  further  amended  by  inserting  in 
the  llth  line,  after  the  word  "  arrested" 
the  following  words,  to-wit:  •'  and  at  any 
tiraii  within  twelve  Tionths  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  a  treaty  of  peace  be':ween- the 
Confederate  States  and  the  Unite.l  States."" 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted  a« 
amended. 

The  following  section,  reported  by  the 
Committee,  was  adopted  as  the  2d  section 
of  the  bill. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  furth^-r  enacted.  That  any 
person  so  offending  may  be  arrested  and' 
tried  in  any  parish  of  this  State  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  and  where  Court* 
are  held. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  to 
incriminate  any  person  or  persons  whilst 
lawfully  executing  the  Confelerate  law, 
commonly  known  as  the  impressment 
act. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDmald,  the  2df 
section  was  amended  hv  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following  words,  to-wit  :  "  or 
any  other  law  of  the  Confederate  Con- 
gress." 

And  the  2d  section  as  amended  Tias 
adopted  as  the  3d  section  of  the  bill. 

The  3d  section  was  read  and  adopted  a»^ 
the  4th  section  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  rules  were 
suspended,  thi,s  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  and  it  pas^^ed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  1 1  o'clock  a.  uJ 


TrESDAT,  February  2,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn 
ment. 

Present— The  Mr.  John  Moore,  President 
of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Clark,  Coco", 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott.  McITonald,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers.  Texada,  Wall,  "Weaks, 
Weightman  and  Barrow. 

17  Senators. 

The  proceedicigs  were  opened  with- 
prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  J.  W.  Mosb- 
ley. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  leave  of  absenc* 
was  granted  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Biitlsr.  Senator,^ 
from  Natchitoches,  on  account  of  sicknewi^-* 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow,  ordered  that 
250  copies  of  the  Impressment  Act  of  tb« 
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Congress    of  the    Ccnfederate    States  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Seaate. 

MESSAGE  TO  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Secretary  reque?ted  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  ia  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  ori 
removing  of  property  in  the  State  contrary 
to  law. 

And  he  informed  the  House  that  the 
President  pro  tern  of  th(^  Neuate  had  signed 
House  enrolled  joint  resolution  instructing 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  Statt^ 
Treasurer  to  retain  in  their  hands  the  pub- 
lic stocks  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the 
notes  issued  to  the  free  banks  of  New 
Orleans. 

MESSAGE  FUOM  THE   HOCSB. 

Mi:  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentaiives,  requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  on  House  joint  resolutions,  ot 
the  foUowng  titles,  to-wit : 

Joint  resolution  for  the  adjournment  ot 
theiegislature. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  and  House  journal  ;  and  that 
the  6'peaker  had  appointed  JMessrs.  More- 
head.  Jewell,  Snyder  of  Bossier,  Gilmore 
and  Mayo,  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  and  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Government  to  take  measures  to  prevent 
illegal  impressment  by  Confederate  author- 
ities. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   COVHRNOU. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  several  sealed  Executive  com- 
munications. 

REPORTS  FPOM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Lott,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  entitled 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  C.L.  Mavor,  submit- 
ted a  favorable  report. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J. 
Wheat.  Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St.  Helena, 
submitted  a  favorable  report  with  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  iewis  Texada  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Lewis 
Phillips  and  his  wife  Harriet  Phillips  to 
adopt  Lewis  Oscar  Philips,  a  minor. 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on 
the  Clerks  of  the  District  Courts  generally, 
and  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 2 1st  December,  18.51,  submitted  a 
faorable  report  on  each  of  said  bills. 

The  same  Senator  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  entitl 
ed  an  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  oi 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement,  submit- 
ted a  favorable  report  with  a  rendment 


Aud  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Housed 
bills  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  an  act  prescribing 
an  additional  oath  for  Electors  in  certain 
cases,  approved  June  17th,  ISfio. 

Andan  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  prescribing  an  additional 
oath  for  Commissioners  of  Elections,  ap- 
proved June  16th,  ISC'],  submitied  an  ad- 
verse report  on  each  of  said  bills. 

Mr.  Joliu  Moore  resumed  the  chair. 

REPORT  FROM    SELECT   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Weighfman  from  the  Select  Commit- 
tee, appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  <,f 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  Ex- 
cellency T.  O.  Moore,  ex-Governor  to  di.-^- 
tribute  relief  to  the  citizens  of  New  Or- 
leans, submitted  the  following  report,  to- 
wit  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
Governor  under  act  No.  24  entitled  an  act 
entitled  appropriate  SoOO,000  for  the  relief 
of  destitute  citizens  and  families  lately  ex- 
pelled by  the  Federal  authorities  from  New 
Orleans  and  vicinity,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  had  said  report  and  accom- 
panying paper  under  consideration,,  and 
found  everything  correct  and  proper,  and 
recommend  that  250  copies  of  the  Com- 
mander's report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Louisiana  Relief  Association  and  the  re- 
port of  Dr.  Fenner  relative  to  hospitals  be 
published  together,  200  copies  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate  and  fifty  for  the  Commission- 
ers. 

(Signed,)        T.  H.  WEIGHTMAN. 
Chiarman. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JicDonald,  all  that 
part  0.'  the  report  in  relation  to  printing 
was  stricken  out,  and  the  report  as  amend- 
ed was  adopted, 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  WITHOCT    NOTICE  AXD    RE- 
FERRED. '• 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  granted,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  the  following  en- 
titled bills,  which  underwent  their  first  and 
.second  readings  by  their  respective  titles, 
ind  they  were  severally  referred  as  indi- 
cated below,  to-wit  : 

iMr.  Coco. 

An  act  to  pi'oride  for  the  payment  and 
hire  of  property  other  than  slaves  pressed 
into  the  service  of  the  State  or  Confeder- 
ate States,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

.^Ir.  Barrow. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts  of 
speculatiors  by  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States  army,  which  was  refered  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 

Mr.  Texada, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  L.  Fox.  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  claims- 
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SENATE  BILLS  INTRODUCED    AND  PASSED. 

Mr.  Weis;htitan,  without  previous  notice 
and  with  a  suspensioa  of  the  rules  first 
granted,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the 
printing  and  di.stribution  of  the  laws  dur- 
ing the  present  war,  which  underwent  its 
several  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

Mr.  McDonald,  without  previous  notice 
and  with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first 
granted,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution  entitled  joint  resolu- 
tion to  cancel  the  bond  of  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts  which  underwent  its  sev- 
eral readings,  it  was  adopted,  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

Mr.  Wall,  without  previous  notice  and 
with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first  granted 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov- 
ernor to  appoint  a  Commissioner  to  carry 
the  money  due  the  soldiers'  families  of  the 
parish  of  Livingston,  to  said  parish,"  which 
imderwent  its  several  readings,  it  passed, 
and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein, 

EXECUTIVE    SE.SSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves  the  Senate 
proceededs  with  closed  doors,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were 
re-opened. 

ORDERS     OF     THE     DAY — HOUSE     MESSAGE — 
1st    READINGS. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  and  the  House  journals ,which 
underwent  its  first  reading  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Joint  resolution  to  authorise  the   Gov 
nor  to  take  measures  to  prevent  illegal  im- 
pressment of  Confederate  authorities. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  joint  resolution  underwen 
its  first  and  second  readings,  and  it  was  or 
dered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

SECOND   READINGS. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  ofiSces  in  the  differ- 
ent land  offices  in  this  State  until  twelve 
months  after  the  existing  war. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JicDouald,  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  adopted  and  the  bill 
was  rejected. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Judges  of  the  5th 
and  6th  Judicial  District  to  hold  specia 
Courts  for  the  trial  of  criminal  causes. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  it  second 
cond  and  third  readings,  it  passed  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden, 
Sherifi'  and  Tax  Collector  of  the  parish  of 
Bossier. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Abnoy,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the 
House  thereof. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town  of 
Bastrop,  approved  March  9th,  1861. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  weaks,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  raadings.  it  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  .Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An  act  to  define  the  qualifications  of  ju- 
I'ors,  and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  (he  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  was  concurred  in 
and  the  Secretary  directed  to  inform  the 
House  thereof. 

Ah  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
act  pa«sed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  hold  in  the  town  of  Opelousas 
in  1862  and  1863, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  ot  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened, 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  have  published  in  the 
manner  required  by  law  500  copies  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  the  ses- 
sion held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas  in  1862 
and  in  1863. 

Mr.  Weightman  moved  to  amend  the  1st 
section  by  striking  out  in  the  5th  liae  of 
the  first  section  the  words,  "in  the  manner 
required  by  law,"'  aud  insert  at  the  end  of 
the  section  the  words  '"said  publication  to 
be  made  in  the  English  language  only,"  and 
the  copies  to  be  distributed  according  to 
law,  as  far  as  practicable. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  Mr.  Weightman's 
amendment  was  adopted,  and,  the  first 
section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Sec.  2,  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 
funds  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  meet  the  expense  ot  the  publi 
cation  ordered  in  the  first  section,  said  sum 
to  be  [tayable  in  the  warrant  of  the  Audi- 
tor of  Public  Accounts. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  second 
section  was  amended  by  striking  out  in  the 
second  line  the  words  '-ten  thousand  dol- 
lars," and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "fiye 
thousaad  dollars,"  and  on  motion  by  the 
same  Senator  the  same  section  was  further 
amended  by  inserting  in  the  5th  line,  after 
the  word  "publication"  the  words  "and 
distribution." 

And  the  2d  section  was  adopted  as  amen- 
ded. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  iott.  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  aud  it  was  concurred  in 
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as  amended,  and  the  Secretary  was  direct 
•ed.  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

An  act  to  provide  tribunals  for  the  trial 
of  free  negroes. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  report  on 
this  bill  from  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary was  adopted  and  the  bill  was  reject- 
ed. 

An  act  to  prohibit  negroes  from  testify- 
ing for  or  against  white  persons. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves  the  report  on 
this  bill  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi 
ciary  was  adopted  and  the  bill  was  rejec- 
ted. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  J.  Wheat  Sher- 
iff of  the  parish  of  St.  Helena. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That  the  Auditor  be  authorized  to  al 
low  to  J.  J.  Whciit.  Sherifl' of  the  parish  of 
St.  Helena,  his  commissions  ou  the  taxes 
collected  by  him  in  the  year  ISOO.  and  after 
the  said  Sheriff  shall  pay  over  the  amount 
of  taxes  due  the  State,  the  Auditor  beau 
thorized  to  allew  him  his  quietus. 

On  motion  of  Wall  the  first  section  was 
amended  by  adopting  the  amendment  pro 
posed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
which  is  to  insea-t  after  "1860,"'  in  the 
5th  line,  -"and  on  trades  and  professions 
ofl86L 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  second  section  was  read  and  adop 
ted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent 
its  2d  and  3d  readings,  it  passed  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  con- 
otrrence  of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to 
land  commonly  called  "Rio  Hondo" 
claims. 

Onmolionof  Mr.  Clark,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
•and  third  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

EXECCTITE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  Senate 
proceeded,  with  closed  doors,  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
re-opened. 

VETO  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  by  ilfr.  Texada  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  veto  message  of  his 
Excellency  Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  of 
the  State,  returning  to  the  Senate,  with  his 
objections,  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  the  State  Library,|  approved 
March  15th,  1855,  which  veto  message  had 
been  ordered  to  lie  over  from  yesterday. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  recooBider- 


tion  of  the  bill,  the  question  being,  •'  shall 
the  bill  pass,  notwithstanding  the  veto  of 
the  Governor  ?" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barrow  and  Weightman 

2  Senators. 

Nays— Messrs  Abney,  Clark,  Coco,  Gantt. 
Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore.  Reeves, 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall  and  Weaks— 13 
Senators. 

So  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  bill  did  not 
become  a  law. 

2d  reading— resumed. 

An  act  to  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  this  bill  underwent 
its  second  reading. 

The  first  section  was  read  and  adopted. 

Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted, tfcc.  That 
the  Treasui'ef  shall  pay  out  no  State  Treas- 
ury notes  of  a  greater  denomination  than 
five  dollars  unless  specially  directed  so  to 
do  by  the  act  making  the  appropriation. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  second 
section  was  striken  out. 

The  3d  section  was  read  and  adopted  as 
the  2d  section  of  this  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its 
second  and  third  readings,  it  passed,  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  Senate 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  iewis  Texada  was  called  to 
the  chair. 

The  Senate  in  committee  of  the  Whole 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  an  act  to 
amend  and  re-enact  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  suspend  all  existing  prescriptions,  ap 
proved  10th  June,  1863. 

After  some  time  the  committee  rose,  Mr. 
John  Moore  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Texada,  chairman,  reported  that  the 
Senate,  in  committee  of  the  Whole,  has  had 
the  above  bill  under  consideration,  and 
beg  leave  to  report  the  same  favorably. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  .was  postponed, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Weightman  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned.until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock, 

A.  M. 

Wednesday,  February  3d,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn - 
nient. 

Present,  Mr.  John  Moore.  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate,  M&ssrs.  Abney,  Barrow, 
Clark,  Coco,  Fuller,  Gantt,  Gray,  iott, 
McDonald,  Pond  Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada. 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 17  Sena^ 
tors. 
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The  proceedino:s  were  opened  with  pray- 
ers by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  H.  .S'mith,  Post  Chap- 
lain. 

The  journal  of  last  Saturday  was  read 
and  approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  oath  of 
ofBce  was  administered  by  the  President 
pro  tern,  to  Mr.  Jesse  F.  Fuller,  Senator 
from  the  District  comprised  of  the  parishes 
of  Union  and  Jackson. 

MKMORIAL. 

The  President  pro  tem  submitted  to  the 
Senate  a  memorial  on  his  own  behalf,  au- 
thorizing him  to  remove  from  tho  State 
certain  slaves  belonging  to  the  late  Cap- 
tain Mavor  and  mortgaged  to  the  Bank  of 
iouisiana,  which  was  ordered  to  be  refer 
red  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

CO.MMUXICATION. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  transmitting  the  annual  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Seminary  of  learning,  which  on  mo 
tion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Public  Educa 
tion. 

Mr.  Moore,  President  pro  tem,  asked  for 
leave  of  absence,  which  was  granted,  and 
he  requested  that  Mr.  Clark  preside  over 
the  Senate  during  his  absence  and  that  of 
the  President,  which  was  also  acceded  to. 

MESS.MiE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Halsey,  Asssistant  Clerk  of  the  House 
requested  the  signature  of  the  President  of 
the  Senate  to  House  enrolled  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  to-wit : 
.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philo  Alden,  Sher- 
Jff  and  Tax  Collector  or  the  parish  of  Bos- 
sier. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
amending  the  act  concerning  the  town  of 
Bastrop,  approved  -March  9th,  1861. 

An  an  act  to  define  the  qualifications  of 
jurors  and  who  are  exempt  from  the  duties 
thereof,  all  of  which  bills  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  pro  tem  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  were,  by  the  Secretary,  returned 
to  the  House. 

REPORT  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Moore,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  House 
joint  resolution  to  authorize  the  Governor 
to  take  measures  to  prevent  illegal  impress- 
ment by  Confederate  authorities,  and  Sen- 
ate joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts 
of  spoliation  by  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States  army,  submitted  a  favorable  report 
on  both  said  joint  resolutions. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  issuing 
of  license  to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citi- 
zen of  ths  Confederate  States  or  who  have 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 


States  since  the  1st  of  July.  1862,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  Senate  without  action, 
and  asked  to  be  dischaged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  matter. 

Mr.  Weightmau,  from  the  committee  on 
Public  Works,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
liill  eutitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
H.  Pitts,  of  the  parish  of  Caddo,  submitted 
a  favorable  report  with  amendment. 

REPORT  FROM  A  SELECT  JOIXT  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  McDonald,  from  the  joint  select  com^ 
mittee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  exam- 
ine the  books,  accounts  and  voucher  of  the 
State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  and  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  ex-Governor  Thomas 
0.  Moore,  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  for 
examination  the  contingent  expense  ac- 
counts of  the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  and  Gov- 
ernor Thomas  0.  Moove,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  same, 
compared  the  vouchers  submitted,  and  find 
them  Lo  agree  with  the  expenditures. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  GovcrnOt" 
since  his  last  report  30th  December,  1862, 
we  find  to  amount  to  $3323  80,  leaving  a 
balance  on  hand  of  foriner  aopropinations 
of  $8,119  18,  of  which  $810  41  is  una- 
vailable, being  in  the  bank  at  Baton 
Rouge,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  and 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  his  successor,  of 
$6,308  67.  The  amount  of  expenditures 
by  the  Auditor  since  his  last  report,  1st, 
April,  1863,  to  31st  December,  1863.is  found 
to  be  $813  33,  leaving  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $186  67.  The  expenditures  in  the 
Treasurer's  office  from  1st  January,  1863, 
to  1st  January,  1864,  amounts  to  $149  10. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. 

[Signed]  J.  W.  McDON ALD , 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
Thos.  C,  Anderson, 

Chairman  of  House  Com. 

LI^S  INTRODUCED  WITHOUT  NOTICE  AND 
REFERRED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice,  and  with  a  suspension  oi 
the  rule  just  granted,  asked  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  introduce  the  following 
entitled  bills,  which  underwent  their  first 
and  second  readings  by  their  respective 
titles,  and  they  were  respectively  referred 
as  indicated  below,  to-wit  : 

Mr.  Piogers, 

An  act  relative  to  attachments  in  certain 
cases. 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Bru- 
met. 

An  act  to  attiend  the  2d  paragraph  of 
article  1116  of  the  Code  of  Practice,  which 
were  referred-  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Collector  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
taxes  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  which 
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was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee ou  Finance. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  Abney 


phip  twenty,  north  of  rano:e  sixteen  west 
north-western  district,  to  include  his  im- 
proved land,  when  the  same  shall  have  been 
surveyed,  at  his  own  proper  cost  and  ex- 
pense, under  the  direction  and  approval  of 
the  Commissioner  of  PudHc    Lands,  provi- 


An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  folded  interference  shall  not  occur  with  any 
attach  themselvc  to  any  military  company|prior  right  acquired  by  pre-emption  or 
in  the  State  .service,  both  of   which   billsjotherwise. 

were  ordered  to  be  referred   to  the    Com-    On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman,  the  amend- 
raittee  on  the  Militia.  ment  of  the  committee  "to  the  bill,  which  is 

.Air.  Weightman,  'as  follows,  to-wit : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heir.?  and  i  And  provided  further,  that  not  more 
legal  representatives  of  Zouis  Delahous-ithan  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
saye,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ;shall  be  entered  by  virtue  "of  this  act,  wa.f 
on  Public  Works.  ladopted. 


KFLL       INTROULCEn    ACCORDING      TO     NOTICE 
AND  PASSED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  given  and  with  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule.-!  first  granted,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introduce  the  following 
entitled  bills  which  underwent  their  first  and 
.«econd  readi.'igs  by  their  respective  titles, 
and  they  were  severally  referred  as  indica- 
ted below,  to-wit : 

Mr.  Moore, 

An  act  to  abolish  the  oSice  of  State  Li- 
brarian. 

Mr.  Wall. 

An  act  to  authorize  tlie  parishes  of 
Washington  and  St.  Tammany  to  draw 
■"rnm  the  Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the 
relief  of  families  of  officers,  non-commis- 
.sioued  officers,  soldiers  and  marines. 

On  their  respective  motions  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  in  said  bills. 

SPECIAL  ORDER   OF   TUB    DAY. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  and  re-enact  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  suspend  all  exi.sting  prescriptions,  ap- 
proved 10th,  June,  1863,  the  same  was  tak- 
en up,  when  on  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald, 
the  farther  consideration  of  this  bill  was 
postponed,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  refer- 
"•ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
»*  Ith  instructions  to  report  thereon  tomor 
row. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT — 2d  READINGS. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

On  motion  by  Mv.  Clark,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  w;xs  concurred  in. 
and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An    act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas.  H 
Pitts. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
Hoiise  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened. 
That  Thomas  H.  Pitts,  of^the  parish  of  Cao- 
do  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre  the  now  the  unsurveyed  por- 
tions of  sections  three  and  ten.  in  town- 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman.  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  nnderwent  its 
■^ocond  and  third  readings,  it   was  concur 

d  In  as  amended,  and  on  iurther  motion, 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the 
House  thereof. 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an 
act  entitled  an  act  prescribing  an  addition- 
al oath  for  Electors  in  certain  cases,  ap- 
proved   June  17th.  lf^G?>. 

On  motion  by  -1/r.  McDonald,  the  unfav- 
orable report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary on  this  bill  was  adopted,  and  thi-^ 
l)ill  was  ordered  to  be  rejected. 

An  act  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an  act 
entitled  an  act  prescribing  an  additional 
oath  for  commissioners  of  Elections,  ap- 
proved June  ir)th,lHr.3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  unfav- 
orable report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary on  this  bill  was  adopted,  and  this 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  rejected. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes  pnnishabh- 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  this  bill  wa.« 
ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Samuel  Clark  in  the  chair. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  joint  res- 
olution relative  to  the  withdrawal  from 
public  sale  or  private  entry  or  location  all 
the  public  lands  of  this  State,  approved 
.June  18th,  186.3. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Meofe,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  autbo''ize  Lewis  Phillips  and 
his  wife  Harriet  Phillips  to  adopt  Lewis 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its 
second  and  third  readings.  w»s  concur- 
red in  and  ihe  Secretary  was  directed  to 
inform  the  Hou.se  thereof. 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  on 
the  clerks  of   the  district  courts   generally. 

The  1st  and  3d  Sections  was  read  and 
adopted. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
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in  case  of  opposition  and  in  the  event  of 
any  contestation  arising  after  the  order  has 
been  granted  and  to  the  manner  of  making 
the  partition,  all  further  proceedings  shall 
be  suspended  and  opposition  or  contesta 
tion  placed  on  the  succession  docket  of  the 
district  court  of  the  parish  for  trial. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the   amend 
ment  of  the  committee  on  the   Judiciary  to 
tY'9  bill,  to-wit :  to  insert  in   the  4th  line 
after  the  word  "partition,"  the  words  '-or 
heirship,"  was  adopted. 

The  4th,  5th  and  6th  sections  were  read 
and  adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its 
second  and  third  readings,  it  was  concur 
red  in  as  amended  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  House  thereof. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  En- 
gineer. 

■  On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  second 
and  third  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  printing 
of  the  Senate  and  House  journals. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
in  General  Assembly  convened.  That  a 
joint  committee  of  members  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  and  five  members  on  the  part  of 
the  House  be  appointed  to  contract  for  the 
publication  in  pamphlet  form  of  five  bun 
dred  copies  of  the  Senate  and  House  jour 
nals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman,  the  reso- 
lution was  amended  by  striking  out  in  the 
sixth  line  the  word  -'five"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  word  "two." 

On  motion  by  J/r.  Texada,  the  above  res 
olution  was  further  amended  by  filling  the 
blank  with  the  word  '-three." 

And  the  President  pro  tern,  appointed 
Messrs.  Texada,  Weightman  and  AVeakf 
the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  above 
joint  resolution,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Moore, 
the  Senate  ajourned  until  to-morrow  at 
11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Thursday,  February  4,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn 
ment. 

Present— Mr.  Samuel  Clark,  of  De  Soto, 
in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco.  Fuller 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott.  McDonald,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks, 
Weightman. 

16  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with 
prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  J.  W.  Mose- 
ley. 

The  journal  of  ye.sterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott  the  absence  of 


Mr.  Samuel  B.  Oswalt,  Senator  from  the 
district  composed  of  the  parishes  of  Con- 
cordia, Madison  and  Tensas,  was  excu.  i 
on  account  of  sickness. 

On  his  own  motion  leave  of  absence  unt" 
Monday  was  granted  to  W.  A.  M.  Gra;  , 
Senator  from  the  district  composed  of  the 
parishes  of  Avoyelles,  Point  Coupee  and 
West  Feliciana. 

EXECUTIVE   COMMUNICATIONS. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of  b's 
Excellency  Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor  of 
the  State,  delivered  to  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz : 

SPECIAL  MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representative  : 

By  proclamation  from  iV/ajor  General 
Banks,  in  the  Federal  newspapers,  you  w'" 
see  that  an  election  is  ordered  in  that  pcr- 
tion  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  now  in  ti-e 
possession  of  the  enemy  for  State  officer  , 
The  object  of  this  proclamation  is  plainly 
to  divide  the  people  of  the  State  and  pe. 
many  committed  to  Federal  rule  under  t^e 
false  and  deceitful  promises  ot  an  indepec- 
dent  State  Government.  Every  man  in 
Louisiana  who  has  suffered  from  Yankee 
outrages  well  knows  that  this  is  a  raw 
mockery,  for  the  action  of  the  "  so  called 
6'tate  Government  will  be  throttled  by  tuj 
military,  just  as  soon  sis  it  attempts  to  re- 
dress any  grievanaes.  I  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  you  immediately  pass  joint  rer- .. 
lutions  declaring  that  all  who  shall  partic- 
pate  in  said  election,  hold  office  by  viiaii 
of  the  same,  or  attempt  to  set  up  a  govei  u- 
ment  against  the  legitimate  and  regulriy 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State  are  the 
only  rebels,  and  will  be  liable  to  all  the 
pains' and  penalties  of  treason. 

(Signed)  HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 

Governor  of  the  State   of  Louisiana 
Shreveport,  La.  Feb.  4th,  lb64. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt  the  above  com- 
munication was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Confederate  Relations. 

By  the  same  message  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  transmitted  to  the  Senate  a  lette^- 
from  the  Hon.  Victor  Burthe,  Commissioner 
to  distribute  the  relief  fund  in  accordance 
with  act  No.  25,  approved  June  18th,  18.5 
and  requesting  further  legislation  on  the 
same  subject  matter,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Weaks,  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee  of  three. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  on  the 
committee  Messrs.  Weaks,  Reeves  and 
Gantt. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded with  closed  doors  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business,  and  after  some 
time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were  re-open- 
ed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE. 

Mr.J.Pinckney  Smith,  Special  Messen- 
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ger  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  the  House  refuses  to 
concur  in  Senate's  amendment  to  House 
Bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  ft)r  tbe 
printing  of  the  acts  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  at  the  session  held  in  the  town 
of  Opelousas  in  1852  and  1863. 

That  the  House  had  concurred  in  Senate 
Bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Far- 
i  -hes  of  Washington  and  St.  Tammany  to 
draw  from  the  Treasury  the  amount  due 
fjr  the  relief  of  families  of  officers,  non- 
commissioned officei-s,  soldiers  and  marines. 

And  he  requested  the  concurreace  of  the 
Senate  in  House  Bill  entitled  an  act  for  tbe 
•d''.posal  of  runaway  slaves. 

REPORTS  FRO.M  STANDIXG  COMMITTEES. 

Mr,  Reeves,  from  th«  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bills  entitled  an  act  relative  to  attachments 
in  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en 
titled  an  act  to  suspend  all  existing  pre- 
.^Ciiptions,"  approved  10th  June,  1853,  and 
House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Joh»  Hewitt,  late  Assessor  of  the  Parish  of 
Rapides,  submitt^.d  a  favorable  report  on 
-each  of  said  bills. 

The  same  Senator  from  the  same  commit- 
•••ee  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  enti 
1,  ed  An  act  to  provide  for  the  coafioement 
V  persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
-v.th  hard  labor  and  confinement,  submit- 
i'  "i  a  favorable  report  with  amendment. 

The  same  Senator  from  the  same  com- 
Vi  ittee  to  whom  WPS  referred /S'anate  Bills 
^  ;,itled  : 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H  Brum 
mett. 

An  act  to  amend  the  2d  paragraph  of 
Article  1116  of  the  Code  of  Practice. 

And  An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  to  the  Branch  of  the  Citizens  Bank  cer- 
trin  sums  due  by  the  State  to  the  Citizens 
Bank,  submitted  an  adverse  report. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
Committee  to  whom  waa  referred  Memorial 
of  John  J/ooreof  St.  Martin  par'  h,  pray- 
ing to  be  authorized  to  removo  from 
State  certain  slaves,  belonging  to  the  late 
Daniel  W.  Mayer,  and  mortgaged  to  the 
Bank  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  favorable 
report  by  Bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  John  Moore,  tutor, 
to  remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limits 
of  this  State,  which  w  passed  to  a  2d 
Reading. 

Mr.  Barrow  from  the  committee  on  Con 
federate  Relations  to  whom  was  referred 
House  Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  fur 
ther  prosecution  of  the  war,  submitted  a 
favorable  report. 

Mr.  Pond  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mi- 
litia to  whom  was  referred  Senate  Bills  in 
titled : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  rais6 
a  company  of  mounted  men,  east  of  the 
Jfifisissippi  river. 


And  An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons 
to  attnch  themselves  to  any  military  com- 
pany in  the  State  service,  submitted  a  fa- 
vorable report  on  both  bille. 

BILLS     IXtliODUCED      WITHOUT    NOTICE     AND 
REFERRED. 

Mr.  Weightman.  without  previous  notice, 
aid  with  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first 
granted,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  entitled  Bills,  which 
underwent  their  first  and  second  readings 
by  their  respective  titles,  and  they  were 
severally  referred  as  indicated  below,  to- 
wit : 

An  act  to  provide  appeals  from  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Commissionws  of  Public 
Lands,  which  was  reported  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

An  act  devolving  certain  duties  upon  the 
commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Public 
Works. 

U-VFIXISireO  BUSINESS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  basiaess  of  yesterday,  being 
House  Joint  Resolution  authorizing  the 
printing  of  the  Senate  and  House  journals, 
the  pending  question  being  the  adoption 
of  the  same  at  its  second  reading,  when  Mr 
Weightman  introduced  the  following  as  a 
substitute,  to-wit : 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  journals  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives. 

Which  underwent  i^s  several  readings,  it 
passed  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  House  there- 
in. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Senate  Bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  act  en- 
titled, an  act  to  suspend  all  existing  pre- 
scriptions, approved  10th  June  1863,  which 
was  taken  up. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  tbe  Senate  uid 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  Geaeral  Assembly  convened . 
That  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  all 
existing  prescriptions,  approved  10th  day 
June  1863,  be  amended  and  re-enacted  so 
as  to  read  as  follows  :  "  That  all  prescrip- 
tiops  of  any  and  every  nature  whatever,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  during 
tbe  existence  of  the  present  war,  and  for 
one  year  after  the  ratification  of  ^  treaty 
of  peace  between  the  Confedarate  Stat^ 
and  the  United  States  ;  provided  that  this 
act  shall  not  operate  in  behalf  of  any  ner- 
son  having  adhered  to  the  public  enemy  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  way  giving  tlB»m  aid  and 
comfort;  nor  shall  the  provisions  of  this  act 
apply  to  married  sbligations  drawn  in  favor 
of  an^  person  or  persons  who  have  remain- 
ed withia  tbe  eneiay's  ^ne  or  wlio  conuo^ 
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out  fail  to  make  judicial  demand  or  to  pre- 
sent such  obligations  for  payment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  1st  section 
was  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 
the  following  additional  proviso  :  "  And 
provided  that  whenever  the  debtor  shall  re- 
fuse to  acknowledge,  upon  such  presenta- 
tion, the  claim,  debt  or  obligation,  prescrip- 
.  ion  against  the  same  shall  be  interrupted 
only  by  judicial  demand. 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted:  as 
amended. 

The  2d  section  was  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  this  bill 
underwent  its  2d  and  3d  readings,  and  on 
its  final  passage  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  under  the  rules  and  being  taken 
resulted  as  follows,  to-tvit : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Abney,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond. 
Heeves,  Rogers,  Texada.  Wall  and  Weaks! 
13  Senators. 

Nays— .Messrs.  Barrow  and  Weightman.. 
2  Senators. 

So  the  bill  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur 
renceof  the  House  therein. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAT — 2d  READINGS. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  license 
to  any  person  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  who  have  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  united  States 
since  the  1st  of  July,  1862. 

The  1st  section  being  under  considera- 
tion; when  Mr.  Gantt  ofiferred  the  following 
as  a  substitute : 

Section.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  con- 
vened. That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  issue  or 
grant  any  license  to  pursue  any  occupa- 
tion, trade  or  profession,  either  on  the  part 
of  the  State  or  by  the  authority  of  any 
Parish,  incorporated  city  or  town  in  this 
State,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  is  not 
a  citizen  of  this  State  or  of  the  Confederate 
State  or  who  may  have  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  or  in  any 
way  aided  or  abetted  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Weaks  moved  to  amend  the  1st  sec- 
tion by  inserting  after  the  word  "States"  in 
the  7th  line  the  following  words,  viz  :  And 
who  come  within  the  ages  of  conscription 
in  the  Confederate  States.  •' 

On  a  division  of  the  votes  Mr.  Weaks' 
amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDonald  moved  to  lay  the  1  st  sec- 
tion on  the  table,  and  upon  that  motion 
Mr.  Gantt  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays: 
they  were  ordered  and  being  taken  resulted 
as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.   Coco,    McDonald  Pond. 
Reeves,    Texada,    Wall    and    Weaks.— 7 
yeas. 
•  Nays— Messrs.   Abney,  Barrow,  Fuller, 


Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  Rogers  and  Weightman 
8  Senators. 
So  Mr.  McDonald's  motion  to  lay  the  1st 

section  on  the  table  did  not  prevail. 

And  the  substitute  ofiFered  by  Mr.  Gantt 
\vas  adopted  as  the  1st  section  of  the  bill 

The  2dsecHon  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  3d  section  being-  under  considera- 
tion, Mv.  Gantt  offered  the-  following  sub- 
stitute, to-wit : 

Sec.  .3.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  if  any 
officer  of  the  State  or  any  Parish,  incorpor- 
ated city,  or  town  in  the  State  shall  know- 
ingly or  willingly  issue  any  license  to  pur- 
sue-any  occupation,  trade  or  profession,  to 
any  person  or  persons,  not  legally  entitled' 
to  exercise  the  same  under  the  provisions 
of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall,  oQ' 
conviction  thereof,  be  fined  in  the  sum  not 
less  than  one  hundred  dollars  nor  more- 
than  five  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discretiou 
of  the  court  for  each  and  every  offence. 

On  motion  by  il/r.  Gantt,  his  substitute- 
was  adopted,  as  the  3d  section  of  the  bill. 

The  4th  section  of  the  bill  was  read  and 
adopted. 

Sec.  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
this  act  shall  be  im  force  and  take  effect 
from  after  its  passage. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,.the  5th  section 
was  stricken  out. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,.  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  and  on  the  question  of  its  final 
adoption,  Mr.  Weaks  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  they  were  ordered  and  being  taken^ 
resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney.  Barrow,  Gantt, 
iott,  Rogers  and  Weightman. — 6  Senators. 

Nays— Messrs.  Coco,  Fuller,  Gray,  Mc- 
Donald. Pond,  Reeves,  Texada,  Wall  and 
Weaks. — 9  Senators. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Senate 
proceeded  with  closed  doors,  to  the  consid- 
eration of  executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock,  a.m. 

Friday,  February  5th,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn 
ment.J 

Present,  Mr.  John  Moore.  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow, 
Coco,  Fuller,  Gantt,  Gray,  iott,  MC. 
Donald,  Pond  Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada, 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— llT  Sena- 
tors. 

The  proceeding  s  were  opened  with  pray- 
ers by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  H.  /Smith,  Post  Chap- 
lain. 

The  journal  of  last  Saturday  was  read 
and  approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Maj.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of 
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his  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  several  sealed  Executive  com- 
munication. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Hardy,  Special  messeoger  of  the 
House,  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  on  House  bill  entitled  :  i 

'•An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of 
t.'-xes." 

And  he  requested  the  signature  of  the  Presi 
dent  of  the  Senate  to  Ho-n-se  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to-wit  i 

An  act  to  authorize  Lewis  Pliillips  and 
his  wife.  Harriet  Phillips,  to  adopt  Lewi*- 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor ^.md, 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

REPORT  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Reeves,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  provide  for  appeals  from  the 
decision  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Lands,"'  submitted  a  favorable  report. 

Mr.  Wall,  from  the  convmittee  on  Public 
Education,  to  whom  was  re!erred  the  com- 
munication from  his  Excellen<;y.  the  Gov- 
ernor, transmitting  Report  of  AVilliam  A. 
Seay,  Superintendent  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Seminary  of  Learning,  reported  the 
same  back  without  action,  there  being  no 
quorum  of  the  committee  present. 

Mr.  Texada,  from  the  committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  communica 
tion  from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
transmitting  list  of  defaulters  to  the  State 
on  account  of  State  Taxes,  and  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  State  Treasurer  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  Senate  without  action. 

The  same  Senator  from  the  same  commit- 
tie,  reported  to  the  Senate  a  bill  entit- 
led : 

•'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  1SG5.  which 
underwent  its  first  reading. 

On  motion  by  the  same  -Senator,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  was  post- 
poned and  it  was  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

REU'OKT  FROM    SELECT   COMMITTEES 

Jir.  Weaks,  from  the  select  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  transmitting 
a  letter  of  Hon.  Nictor  Barthe.  Commis- 
sioner at  Mobile,  in  relation  to  relief  to  be 
extended  to  destitute  exiles  from  New  Or- 
leans and  vicinity,  reported  by  bill  enti- 
tled: 

"An  act  to  carry  out  the  distribution  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  apropria- 
ted  by  the  State  Legislature  for  the  relief 
of  forced  and  voluntary  exiles  from  New 
Orleans  and  vicinity,"  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time  by  its  title. 

BILL  FIXED  FOR  A  PARTICCLAR  DAT. 

On  motion  by  J/ir.  Texada  the  rules  were 


suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Collector  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
taxes,  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  which 
is  a'  its  2d  reading, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed 
and  it  was  made  the  special  order  ot  the 
day  for  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  Oi"  THE  DAV. 

House  iV/essage — 1st  Reading  : 

An  act  for  the  disposal  of  runaway 
slaves. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  first 
and  second  readings,  by  its  title,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  ou  the^Judi- 
ciary. 

2d  Readings : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas 
in  1802  and  18G3 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the   Senate  n 
ceded  from  its  amendment,  and  the   Secre- 
tary   was   directed  to   inform    the   Horse 
thereof. 

An  act  to  regulate  the  employment  of 
certain  persons. 

On  motion  of  the  same  Senator  this  bill 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

An  act  to  authoriee  the  Trea-surer  to  pay 
to  the  Branch  of  the  Citizens'  Bank  certain 
sums  due  by  the  State  to  the  Citizens' 
Bank. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Reeves,  the  adverse  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  OD 
this  bill  was  adopted  and  this  bill  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

Whereas,  The  United  States  continues  to 
wage  war  against  the  Confederate  States 
with  ruthless  barbarity  and  utter  disre- 
gaixl  of  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare;  and 
whereas,  the  despot  who  wields  with  abso- 
lute power  the  destinies  of  that  Govern- 
ment, has  manifested  in  all  his  messages 
and  proclamations,  a  malignant  hatred  of 
the  people  of  the  South,  and  disposition 
to  heap  insult  upon  injury  and  outrage  ; 
and  whereas,  this  course  of  apnduct  has 
strengthened  us  in  our  determination  to 
maintain  our  separation  from  the  Govern- 
ment and  people  of  the  North.     Therefore, 

1st.  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  ia  General  Assembly  convened. 
That  the  bs^barous  manner  in  which  our 
enemies  havs  waged  war  against  us.  de- 
serves the  execration  of  all  men,  and  has 
confirmed  and  strengthened  us  in  the  de- 
termination to  oppose  to  the  last  extremity 
a  re-union  with  them;  and  that  the  spirit  of 
our  people  is  unabated  in  the  resolution 
to  resist  every  attempt  at  their  subjugation. 

3/r.  Zott  moved  to  amend  the  Istresohi- 


62 


OFFICIAL    JOUR?fAL 


tion  by  ftiiking  out  all  after  the  word 
'men"  iu  the  (ith  line  down  to  the  word 
and"  in  the  9th  line,  and  on  motion  he 
L-alled  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they  were  or- 
dered and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows, 
to- wit  : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Fuller,  LoLt,  Reeves,  Ro- 
gers, and  Weaks — 5  Senators. 

Nays — Messrs,  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco, 
Ganlt,  McDonald,  Pond,  Wall  and  Weight 
man — 8  Senators. 

So  Mr.  Lett's  amendment  was  not 
agreed  to. 

And  the  1st  Resolution  wag  adopted 

:id.  Beitfurthei  resolved,  &c..  That  re- 
lying upon  the  ability  of  our  Chief  Magis- 
trate, the  skill  of  our  military  leaders,  the 
bravery  of  oiu-  soldiers,  the  heroic  devotion 
of  our  women,  the  ardent  patriotism  of  our 
men,  and,  above  all,  upon  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  invoking  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God  upon  our  efforts,we  confidently 
abide  the  result. 

On  metion  Mr.  by  Ganlt,  the  2d  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

Hd.  Be  it  further  resolved,  &c.,  That  iu 
this  hour  of  trial,  the  State  of  i/ouisiana 
tenders  to  her  Government  and  sister  States 
•her  warmest  sympathy  and  cordial  co-ope- 
ration to  spare  no  expense  of  b)ood  or 
treasure  iu  defense  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America  as  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent Republic. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  3d  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

4th.  -Be  it  further  resolved,  &c..  That  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  be  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  transmit  copies  of 
i,hese  resolutions  to  our  Senators  and  Re- 
presentatives in  Congress,  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  our  sister  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  4th  Resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  tSehator,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  these  Joint  Resolutions 
^nderw«nt  their  2d  and  3d  readings,  and  on 
;,heir  adoption,  Mr.  Lott  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  they  were  ordered  and  being 
taken  resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco- 
Gantt,  McDonald,  Pond,  Wall,  and  Weight 
iTian.— 8  Senators. 

Nays — Messrs.  Fuller,  Lott,  Reeves,  Ro- 
gers, and  Weaks — 5  ^Senators. 

So  the  Joint  Resolutions   were   adopted 

Mr.  iott,  moved  to  amend  the  preamble 
(if  these  Joint  Resolutions  by  striking  there- 
f-om  all  after  the  word  "outrage"  down  to 
Jie  word  "North"  inclusive. 

On  a  division  of  the  vote  Mr.  Lott's  mo 
tion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  preamble  was 
adopted. 

And  these  Joint  Resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed with  their  titles,  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Gantt,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewit  late 
Assessor  of  the  Pariah  of  Rapides 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Tcxada,  the  mles  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  lIor«e 
thereof. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judiciary  proceedings  agaip'si 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  December,  IStJl. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  postpoi-  J 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Joint  Resolutions  relative  to  illegal  acts 
of  spoliation  by  otlicers  of  the  Confederate 
States  Anny. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow  the  rules  wer 
suspended,  these  Joint   Resolution  unde. 
went  their  2d  and  3d  readings,  they  passer 
and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to   request 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein. 

Joint  Resolution  for  the  adjournment  o" 
the  iegislature. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  Joint  Resolution  under- 
went its  2d  and  3d  readings,  it  was  con- 
curred in  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  tu 
inform  the  House  thereof. 

Joint  resolutions  to  authorize  the  Go , 
ernor  to  take  measures  to  prevent  illegr 
impressment  by  Confederate  authorities. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  the  Joint  Resolutions  under- 
went their  2d  and   3d  readings,   they  wer» 
concurred  in  and  the  Secretary  was  direc 
ed  to  inform  the  House  there  thereof. 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brum- 
mett,  a  minor. 

Section  t.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  col- 
vened.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  William  Harriso  i  Brummett  of  the 
parish  of  Winn,  be  and  he  is  hereby  eman- 
cipated from  all  disabilities  declared  by 
existing  laws  relative  to  minors,  and  that 
he  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  do 
and  perform  all  acts  and  enter  into  and 
contract  all  obligations  to  sell,  purchase  or 
mortgage  his  property,  real  and  personal  ; 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  and  to  do  and  perform 
all  acts  relative  to  property,  rights  and 
credits  as  fully  and  legally  as  if  he  had 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rogers,  the  1st  section 
was  amended  by  striking  thereform  all  af- 
ter the  word  "emancipated"  in  the  6th 
line  and  insert  after  the  word  "Brummett" 
the  words  "a  minor." 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d 
and  3d  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  directed  to  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  amend  the  2d  paragraph  of 
Article  1116  of  the  Code  of  Practice. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  th»- ad- 
verso  report  of  the  committee  on  the  Judi- 
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ciary  on  this  bill  was  adoptad  aad  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  iudefiaitely'postpoaed. 

An  act  relative  to  attachments  in  certain 
cases. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Rogers,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
iid  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary 
\vas  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  ol 
the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  oi'  mounted  men,  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

On  mot; on  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
od  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to  at- 
tach themselves  to  any  military  company  in 
the  State  Service. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  reading, it  passed,  and  on  motion  by  Mr. 
ibney,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  House 
therein. 

An  act  to  authorize  John  Moore,  tutor, 
J  remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

EXECnXIVE  SESSION". 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Senate 
■proceeded,  with  closed  doers,  to  the  con- 
-ideration  of  Executive  business,  and  after 
aome  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
re-opened. 

When  on  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the 
Senate  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  11 
■  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Saturdat,  February  6,  1864, 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present  Mr.  Samuel  Clarke,  of  DeSoto,  in 
the  chair — 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller > 
Oantt,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond,  Reeves 
Rogeu,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 16  Senators. 

The  proceeding  were  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moseley. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  GOVERNOR, 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot.  private  secretary  to 
h'S  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  several  sealed  Executive  com- 
munications. 

MEaSAQE  TO  THE  BOUSE. 

The  Secretary  requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  Senate  bills  of  the  follow- 
.ing  titles,  to-wit : 


An  act  relative  to  attachments  in  certain 
cases. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  ot  mounted  men  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

An  act  to  authorize  persons  to  attach 
themselves  to  any  military  company  in  the 
State  service 

And  he  informed  the  House  that  the 
I^'resident  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  had 
signed  House  enrolled  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at  the 
session  held  in  Opelousas  in  1862  and  1863. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  L.  Mavor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hewitt,  late 
Assessor  of  the  parish  of  Rapides. 

And  An  act  to  authorize  iewis  Phillips 
and  his  wife  Harriet  Phillips  to  adopt  Lewis 
Oscar  Phillips,  a  minor. 

REPORT   ON  ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  Weightman,  from  the  committee  on 
Enrolled  bills,  reported  as  correctly  enroll- 
ed (Senate  bills  entitled  : 

An  dct  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
diie_ the  soldiers'  families  of  the  parish  of 
Livingston  to  said  parish. 

And  An  act  to  authorize  the  parishes  of 
Washington  and  St.  Tammany  to  draw  from 
the  Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  relief 
of  families  of  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  soldiers  and  marines. 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  re- 
quest the  signature  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  thereto. 

RESOLUTIOA-S. 

Mr.  Pond  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions.which  was  considered  by  unanimors 
consent  and  at^reed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Clark  be  author- 
ized to  sign  bills  in  the  absence  of  Lieut. 
Governor  Pearce  and  John  Moore,  Presi- 
dent pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  were  President  pro  tempore 
of  the  Senate.  ■' 

Mr.  BaiTow  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
power  of  the  General  Assembly  to  discrim- 
inate against  aliens  in  the  passage  of  a  law 
relative  to  issuing  licenses  to  persons  pur- 
suing any  occupation,  trade  or  profession 
in  this  State. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Reeves  from  the  Judicia  ry  commit- 
tse,  to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  enti- 
tled • 

An  act  for  the  disposal  of  runaway  dapes, 
submitted  an  adverse  report. 

Mr.  Lott,  from  the  committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  entitled    v,,, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  R.  L.  Fox,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  leave  was 
granted  him  to  withdraw  from  the  bill  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond  leave  was  grant 
ed  to  reconsider  the  vote  given  on  yester- 
day in  the  indefinite  postponemeHt  of  Sen- 
ate bill  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
to  the  branch  of  the  Citizens'  Bank  certain 
sums  due  by  the  State  to  the  Citizens'  Bank, 
the  reconsideration  being  granted,  the  bill 
was  taken  up. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  this  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  WITHODT    NOTICE    AND  RE- 
FERRED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators,  without 
previous  notice  granted,  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  the  following  en- 
titled bills,  which  underwent  their  first  and 
second  readings  by  their  respective  titles, 
and  they  were  severally  refen-ed  to  the 
committee  on  the  Judiciary  as  follows, 
to-wit  : 

Mr.  McDonald, 

An  act  to  revive  in  part  section  eleven  of 
an  act  entitled  an  act  relative  to  public 
lands,  approved  21st  March,  1861. 

Mr.  Lott, 

An  act  relative  to  the  oflfence  of  disloy- 
alty. 

ORDERS    OF     THE     I>AT 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
siieration  of  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  gen- 
eral expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year  end- 
ing the  31st  day  of  March,  1855,  the  same 
was  taken  up. 

The  1st  section- was  read  and  considered 
item  by  item. 

Item  1st  was  read  and  adopted. 

Item  2d  "For  the  salary  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  under  article  No.  273  of  1855,  two 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr-  Pond  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  striking  out  therefrom  the  words 
"two  thousand  dollars"  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  Eeeves  moved  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the-  mo- 
tion to  strike  out. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  Lott  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  they  were  ordered  and  be- 
ing taken  resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barrow,  Coco,  Pond,  Rog- 
ers, Texeda  and  Wall. — 6  Senators. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abney,  Puller,  Gantt, 
Lott,  Reeves,  Weaks  and  Weightman.— 7 
Senators. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  oat  was  not 
sigreed  to. 

And  the  second  item  was  adopted. 


Item.  3.  For  the  salary  of  the  Stat© 
Treasurer  under  act  No.  325  of  1855,  twen-- 
ty-five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Barrow  moved  to  amend  the  3d  item 
by  striking  out  therefrom  the  words  "twen- 
ty-five hundred  dollars,"  and  inserting  iu' 
lieu  thereof  the  words  "five  thousand  dol- 
lars." 

The  motion  was  first  taken  on  the  mo 
tion  to   strike  out,   upon    which  Mr.  Lott 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they  were  or- 
dered and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows,, 
viz :. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barrow,  Gooo,   McDonald. 
Pond,  Rogers,  Texada  and    Wall*— X  Senr 
tors. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abney,  Fuller  Gantt, 
Lott,  Reeves,  Weaks  and  Weightman — 7 
Senators. 

There  being  a  tie  the  chair  gave  his- 
casting  vote  in  the  negative,  and  the  mo- 
tioQi  to  strike  out  was  disagreed  to . 

Mr..  Texada  moved  to  amend  the  3d  sec- 
tion by  adding  at  the  end.  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing words,  to-wit :  and  as-  Receiver  un- 
der act  No.  267  of  1861,  two  thousand  dol- 
Uars." 

On  a  division  of  the  question  Mr.  Texa- 
da's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Items  4th,  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  10th, 
11th,  12th,  13th,  14th  and  16th  were  read 
and  adopted  seriatim. 

Item  17.  For  the  salary  of  the  chief  clerk 
of  the  Treasurer's  ofiice  under  act  No.  325 
01  1855,  two  thousand  dollars. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  above 
item  was  amended  by  striking  out  there- 
from; the  words  "two  thousand  dollars" 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"twenty-five  hundred  dollars." 

And  the  17th  item  was  adopted  as  amen- 
ded. 

Item  IS'.  For  the  salary  oi-  the  Assistant 
Clerk  of  the  Treasurer's  ofiice,  appropria- 
ted bill  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  above 
item  was  amended  by  striking,  out  there- 
from the  words  "twelve  hundred  dollars," 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
•'twenty-fire  hundred  dollars." 

And  tM  18th  item,  was  adopted  as  amen- 
ded. 

Item  19th  was  read  and  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  following 
was  adopted  as  the  20th  item  of  the  bill : 

Item  20th.  For  the  salary  of  James  M. 
Searles,  State  Engineer,  from  \}a.e  1st  c> ' 
April  to  the  31st  of  December,  1863,  eigh-. 
teen  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

The  21st,  22d,  23d,  24th,  25th,  26th,  S7tl 
28th,  29th,  30th,  31st,  32d,  33d,  34th,  35th. 
36th,  37th,  38th,  39th,  40th,  41st,  42d,  43rd, 
44th,  45th,  46th,  47th,  48th.  49th,  50th  and 
51st  items  were  read  and  adopted  seriatim. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  1st  sec-^ 
tion  was  adopted  as  amended. 

The  2d  section  was  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  rules- 
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were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d 
and3d  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secreta- 
ry was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  therein. 

This  being  also  tlie  day  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

'•An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  Collector  to  receive  and  receipt 
for  taxes,  east  ot  the  Mississippi  river,  the 
same  was  taken  up. 

Section  1.  Be   it  enacted  by   the  Senate 


An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  to  purchase  cot- 
ton and  wool  cards  for  the  benefit  of  the 
families  of  soldier's. 

And  Joint  Resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  committee  of  both  Houses 
in  reference  to  the  Governor's  special  mes- 
sage in  regard  to  State  elections  ordered 
by  the  Federal  authorities. 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed 
Messrs.     Morehead,     Kerman,    Foulhouse, 


and  Hou^e  of  Representatives  of  the  StatejHead  and  Pressley,  the   committee  on  the 
of  Louisiana    in   General   Assembly   con-'part  of  the  House. 

vened,  That  the   Governer  be   and  be   isj     That  the  House  has  concurred  in  Senate 
hereby  authorized   to   appoint  a  Collector  bills  entitled 


to  receive  aud  receipt  for  all  taxes  due  the 
State,  and  which  may  be  voluntarily  paid 
by  persons  living  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  oi  Finance  to  the  1st 
section  which  was  to  add  in  the  8th  line 
after  the  word  "due,"  the  following  words, 
•'and  which  may  become  due,"'  was  adopt- 
ed. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Si^nator,  the  lat 
section  was  further  aTuendei  by  further 
adopting  the  amendment  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, which  was  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
section,  the  following  words:  "which  re- 
ceipt so  given  shall  be  evidence  of  a  credit 
pro  tanfo  for  taxes,  in  favor  of  the  party 
who  shall  make  such  payments  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  2d,  3d,  4th  and  5th  sections  were 
read  and  adopted  seriatim 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE 

By  several  messages  from  the    House  of 
Representatives,    the    concurrence   of  the 
Senate  was  requested   in  the   following  en 
titled   House    bills  and   Joint   Resolution, 
lo-\vit 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Bonds  for 
the  relief  of  the  Treasury  and  the  final  li- 
(juidation  of  the  principal  and  interest. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus 
pend  the  signing  and  issuing  of  treasury 
notes 

And  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  re- 
ceive taxes  that  may  be  tendered  him. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  pur- 
chase medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the  fami- 
lies of  soldiers,  sailors  and  indigent  per 
sons  an  1  families. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  2d  Judicial 
District. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers. 


An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldier's  families  of  the  Parish  of 
Livingston,  to  said  Parish. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  parishes  of 
vVashington  and  St  Tammany  to  draw 
from  the  Treasury  tlie  amount  due  for  the 
relief  of  families  of  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  soldiers  and  marines. 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg- 
islature and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
state  Government. 

An  act  punishing  Confederate  officers 
and  others  for  impressing  private  property 
in  violation  of  law. 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
Bonds. 

And  that  the  House  had  concurred  in 
Senate's  ameudmenta  to  House  enrolled 
bills,  to-wit  : 

An  act  conferring  additional  powers  oQ 
ihe  clerks  of  the  district  courts   generally. 
An    act  for  the   relief   of   Thomas,  H 
Pitts,  of  the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

And  he  requested  the  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate  to  House  enrolled 
bills  of  the  following  to- wit : 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  of  the 
acts  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  at 
the  session  held  in  the  town  of  Opelousas, 
in  18ti2  and  1863, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  He  witt,  late 
Assessor  of  the  Parish  of  Rapides. 

Which  thereupon  received  the  signature 
of  the  President  pro  tem.  and  were,  by 
the  Secretary,  returned  to  the  House. 

By  the  same  message  the  Senate  was  in- 
formed that  the  Speaker  signed  Senate  en- 
rolled bills  of  the  following  titles,  to- 
vvit : 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldier's  families  of  the  Parish  of 
Livingston,  to  said  Parish. 

And  an  act  authorizing  the  parishes  of 
Washington  aud  St.'Tammany  to  draw  from 
the  Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  relief 
of  families  of  officers  non-commissioned 
officers,  soldiers  and  marines, 

Which  bills  received  the  signature  of  the 
President  pro  tem.  and  were  submitted  by 
Mr.  Weightman  on  the  part  of  the  commit- 
tee on  enrolled  bills,  to  his  Excellency,  the 
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Governor,  for    bis    approval    and    signa- 
tiire. 

House  bills  aad  Joint  Resolutions  con- 
curred in. 

Ou  motion  hj  Mr.  Barrow,  the  rule* 
were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  ot  House  Resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  cbmmitlee  of 
both  Honse.s  in  reference  to  tile  Governor's 
special  m^'isage  in  regard  t')  Stat6  elections 
ordered  by  Federal  auiborities.which  Joint 
IJesoluiioa  underwent  its  second  reading 
aad  ic  was  concurred  in. 

Whereupon  the  chair  appointed  Messts. 
Barrow,  Lott  and  Reeves,  the  comniittxieon 
the  part  of  the  Senate,      .    ■ 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to'infonn 
the  House  there- )f. 

On  Diotion  by  Mr.  Te.\;ada,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  tlie  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  Hou.^e  bill  entitled  : 

'•An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Bonds 
for  the  relief  o(  the  Trea'^ury  and  the  final 
liquidation  of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereof,"  w!nch  underwent  its  1st  and  2il 
realiugs,  and  was  taken  up  section  by  sec- 
lion. 

The  1st,  2d.  3d,  4tli  aad  5th  sections  were 
read  and  adopted  seriatim. 

Sec.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c..  That 
for  the  payment  of  the  current  interest  that 
may  accure  upon  the  Bonds  to  be  issued 
under  this  Act,  and  of  the  principal  of  the 
Bonds  as  the  same  nature,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Auditor  and  State  Treasury'  to 
create  a  sinlcing  fund,  which  shall  be  cred 
ited  annually',  with  twenty-tivejpcr  cent,  ol 
all  taxes  collected  upon  I'lo  moveable  or 
immoveable  property,  rjiuhls  and  cre'lits, 
and  from  Licenses  (m  trades,  professions 
and  occupations.  Said  fund  as  it  accumu- 
lates, shall  be  invested  by  the  Governor 
in  the  purchase  of  Bond-s.  created  by  this 
act,  or  of  other  .safe  hhI  whU  secured 
bonds, bearing  a  r.ite  of  nt<-re-si.  not  less 
than  six  per  centum  per  annum;  said  Funrl 
is  hereby  declatod  siicred  Ini-  the  purpose.s 
contemplated  by  tb*5iact;alnrl  shall  only  be 
applied  thereto..  -    '"  "  "-  — 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  McDoanld.  the  Gth  sec- 
tion was  amended  by  stiiiiing  therefrom 
in  the  8th  line  the  words  "twenty-five"'  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "thirty- 
three  and  one  third.'' 

And  the  Gth  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  7th  section  was  read  and  adopted. 

Sec.  8.  Beit  further  enacted  iVc,  That 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  (.$:{(), OUO; 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated 
out  ot  any  monie.'?:in  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purpose  of  engraving,  printing,  fi'iliug.  da- 
ting, numbering,  etc.,  said  Bonds;  provided 
ten  cents  and  no  more  shall  be  allowed  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  State  for  each  im- 
pression of  the  s'eal  iof  the  State  on  said 
Bonds.  .1  .., 


On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  Kth  sec- 
tion was  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "Treasury"'  in  tbe  'Jd  line  the  follow- 
ing words,  to-wit  :  "on  the  warrant  of  tlie 
Governor,"'  and  the  8th  section  was  adopt- 
ed as  amended.  "■ 

The  9th  section  was  read  and  adopted.  ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  the  rnles 
were  suspended,  this  bill  uiulerwent  its 
second  and  tliird  readings,  it  was  concur 
r?d  In  and  tlie  Secretary  was  directed  to 
nform  the  House  thereof. 

On  motion  by  tlie  same  Senator  tlie  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  /Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideiai^ion  of  House  bill  enti- 
tled : 

"An  act  to  authoriKe  the  Governor  to 
purchiise  medicines  for  the  benefit  of  the 
families  of  soldiers,  sailers  and  indigent 
persons  of  families,  it  was  concurred  in  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the 
House  thereof, 

On  motion  of  the  same  Senator  the  rules 
were  susi)ended,  the  Senate  ]'roceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  House  bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
)urchase  cotton  and  wool  cards  for  the 
benefit  of  the  families  of  soldiers,"  which 
underwent  its  several  readings,  it  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  Secretary  wao  directed 
to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

MESSAGE  I'-nOM  THfc;    COVl'RNOK. 

Maj.  II.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of 
the  Governor,  informed  the  Senate  that  his 
j]xcellency  had,  this  day,  approved  and 
signed  the  following  entitled  Senate  billg, 
to-wit  : 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Commissioner  to  carry  the  money 
due  the  soldiers"  fanulies  of  the  parish  of 
Livingston  to  said  parish. 

And  An  act  to  authorize  the  parishes  of 
Washington  and  St. Tammany  to  draw  from 
the  Treasury  the  amount  due  for  the  relief 
of  families  of  officers,  non-commi.-sioned 
ifficers,  soldiers  and  marines. 

OUREIiS   OF   THE   DAY. 

House  Messages — 1st  Reading: 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Texada  the  ndes  were 
suspendcnl,  this  bill  miderwenl  its  first.scc- 
ond  and  third  readings,  by  its  litle,and  Sen-. 
ate  jiroceeded  to  its  consideration. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senatu 
and  Hoiiseof  Representatives  of  the  State 
uf  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  con- 
vened. Tliat  the  payment,  b}-  compulsory 
lu'ocess  of  all  State  taxes  levied  under  ex- 
isting laws  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended luitil  the  first  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixty-five;  provided  however. 
if  there  sliould  be  no  regular  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  previous  to  that 
'imei  then,  in  that  event,  the  suspension  of 
taxes  lierein  provided  for,  shall  continue 
tuitil  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislftuie 
thereafter;  iirovided  fiuthcr  that   this  ae* 
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shtiU  not  apply  to  the  colleclioii  of  licenses 
ou  trades,  professions  or  occiipatious. 

Oo  motion  b3' Mr.  Texada,  the  1st  sec- 
tion wa^  amended  by  inserting  alter  the 
words  "sixty-five''  in  the  5th  line  ilie  fol- 
lowing wor  Is,  viz  :  'but  nothing  in  this  act 
hhili  be  so  construed  as  to  prev-ent  volun- 
tary payments  of  taxes,'  It  still  being  in- 
cuinbeut  ou  tiherili's  and  Tax  (JoUeetors  te 
receive  all  taxes  which  are  due  or  may  be 
come  due  and  receipt  for  the  ,-<ame. 

And  rhe  1st  section  was  adopted  as  amend 
ed. 

The  2  section  was  read  and  adopted. 
(Ju  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
were  suspended,  this  bill  undo  went  itf^ 
second  aud  third  readings,  it  was  concur- 
red in  as  amended  and  the  Secretary  was, 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

Leave  was  granted  Mr,  Weightmau  to 
place  upon  record  his  reasons  foroiiposing 
the  bill,  they  are  as  follows,  vi-K  :  "This 
Legislature  has  authorized  the  issue  of  le.n 
millions  bonds  and,  to  meet  the  current  in- 
terest and  the  principal  as  it  becomes  due. 
has  pledged  one-third  of  tlie  taxes  of  the 
State;  this  bill  suspends  the  collection  ol 
taxes,  and,  it  passed,  would  make  us  incon- 
sistent witli  ourselves;  this,  in  my  opinion 
would  be  somewhat  like  repre-sentiug 
Shakespears  celebrated  play  of  thi';  'I'rince 
of  Denmark'  with  the  the  part  of  'Hamlet' 
omitted. 

2d  Ileading-s  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 
'An  act  relative  to  Judicial  proceedings 
against    persons  in   the  military  or  naval 
service,'"  approved  21st  Dec.  18()J. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Keeves,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed 
and  it  was  made  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  J/onday  next. 

Aq  act  to  provide  appeals  from  the>de- 
■cisions  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public 
Lands. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened 
That  any  claimant  aggrieved  by  a  decision 
ot  the  Commissioner  of  Public  iands,  any 
matter  legally  brought  before  him  after 
action  had  thereon  by  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  proper  District,  and  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute  exceeds  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, shall  have  the  right  within  six  months 
after  such  decision,  to  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court;  .provided  that  where  either 
party  contracts  in  the  military  or  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  this 
State. the. right  of  appeal  may  be  exercised, 
at  any  time  within  six  mouths  after  a  ratifica- 
tion of  a  treaty  of  peace,  between  the 
Confederate  States  and  the  United  States. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Ist  section 
was  rejected  and  this  bill  was  indefinitely 
j)ostponed. 

MKSS.\f7E  FBO.M  THE    UOUSB. 

By  a  meeaa^e  from  the  House  throtigh 


l.l'S 


Atr.  Isaacson,  its  Clerk,  the  Senate  was  in- 
formed that  the  House,  had  concurred  in 
Senate's  bill  entitled : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Bonds  for 
the  relief  of  the  Treasury  and  the  finalli- 
quidation  of  the  principal  and  interest 
thereon. 

KXECmVE   SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mv.  Texada,  tho  Senate  pro- 
ceeded with  closed  doors  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business,  and  after  some 
lime  thereinspent,  the  doors  were  re-open- 
ed. 

When  on  motion  by  the  same  Senator, 
the  Senate  adjourned  until  Monday  next, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


!\[oxD.\.Vs  February  8,  1864-. 

The  Seaate  met  pursuant  to  adjour-n 
ment. 

Present— Mr.  John  Mooro,  President  pro 
tern,  of  the  Senate. 

.Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Lott.  McDonald,  Pond,  Reeve-s 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall.  Weaks,  Weightmau 
Gray  and  Clark — 18  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  pray- 
er by  the  Rev.  W.  IL  M.  -Smith,  Post  Chap- 
lain. 

The  journal  of  last  Saturday  was  read 
and  approved. 

Un  motion  of  vfr.  Gantt,  the  oath  of  oflSce 
was  administered  by  the  President  to  Mr. 
H,  J.  Sanders,  Senator  from  the  District 
composed  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Mary,  and 
to  2h:  J.  A.  Taylor.  Senator  from  the  Dis- 
trict composed  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  Lan- 
dry, Calcasieu  and  iayfayette. 

MESSAGE    FROM   THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot.  private  secretary  to 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  delivered  to 
the  Senate  several  sealed  Executive  com- 
munications. 

REPORT  FROM  STANOtNG  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Reeves,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  ti  whom  was  referred  House 
bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement 
of  persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and   confinement,"  and, 

An  act  relative  to  the  offence  of  disloy- 
alty," submitted  a  favorable  report  on  both 
said  bills  with  amendment. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  revive  in  part  sec- 
tion 11  of  an  act  entitled  : 

"An  act  relative  to  Public  Lands,"  ap" 
proved  21st  March,  18(!I,  and  Senate's  Re- 
solution instructing  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  power,  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  discrimate  against 
aliens  in  passing  a  law  relative  to  issuing 
licenses,  &c.,  reported  them  back  to  the 
Senate  without  action. 

Mr.  AVeightman,  from  the  committee  on 
Public  Works,  to  whom-  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bill  entitled  :        '';'"'-  ^J  -f-  ' 


^ 
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"An  act  devoling  certain  duties,  upon 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands,  and. 

Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  Louis  Celahou- 
gage,-'  reported  both  bill  back  to  tht;  Sen- 
ate without  action. 


And  he  al*o  on  the  part  of  the  managers 
delivered  to  the  Senate  a  bill  entitled  : 

•'An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  Bu- 
chanan, Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the 
First  Supreme  Judicial  District." 


BILLS     INTRODUCED      WITHOUT    NOTICE     AND 
REFERRED. 

The  hereinafter  named  Senators  without 
notice  andwith  a  suspension  of  the  rules  first 
granted,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce the  following  entitled  Bills,  whfch 
were  severally  disposed  of  aa  indicated  be 
low,  to-wit : 
Mr.  Texada : 

Joint  Resolution  authorizing^  the  Gover- 
nor to  rent  a  building  for  certain  State 
oflBcers,  which  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  underwent  its  several  readings,  it  was 
adopted  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
therein. 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of 
salaries  of  <9tate  officers,  which  under  a 
suspension,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 
Mr.  Clark  : 

An  act  to  authorize  E.  Himenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josephine  Armstrng  as  his  le- 
gitimate heirs,  which  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 
Mr  J"  Pond  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  ex 
penses  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  seat  of  Gov 
ernment,  which  underwent  its  1st  readings 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  2d  reading. 

An  act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
at  the  seat  Government,  which  bfll  under- 
went its  1st  reading  an^  it  was  ordered  to 
a  2d  reading. 

MESSAGE  TO  THE  flOUSE. 

Mr.  Mott  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  delivered  the  following  message, 
to:wit  : 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate 

of  the  State  of  Louigkcna  : 
The  undersigned,  elected  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana for  that  purpose,  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  honorably  body  that  the  said  House 
has  impeached  A.  M.  Buchanan,  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  StaJe, 
that  they  have  been  selected  managers  and 
to  deposit  the  impeachment  with  and  re- 
quest you  to  try  said  Buchanan  at  such  time 
as  may  suit  the  convenience  af  the  House 
Respectfully, 
Robert  Mott.  T 

W.  Fergus  Kebnan,  | 
J.  B.  Cotton,  )-  Managers 

J.  Hunter  Collins,     | 
Jab.  D.  McEnest,     J 


message  from  the  house, 
Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  o^  Rep- 
resentatives, informed   the  Senate   tb«*  the 
House  had  concurred  in  Senate's   amend- 
ment to  HwiseWU  entitled : 

An  act  to  su-spend  the  CQllection  of 
taxes."' 

He  also-  informed  the-  Senate  that  the 
House  had  concurred  in  Senate  bills-  enti- 
tled : 

A-n  act  to  ©rganize' the  companies  in  Ist 
Battalion  I  ^omsianar  Cavalry  and  Ist  Bat- 
talion Louisiana^  State- Troops. 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  an  annual  session  i»  the  town  of 
Greensburg,  La.^  and, 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancel  ttie  bond  of 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

And  with'  amendmeots,  in  Senate  bills 
entitled  :• 

An  act  to-  organize  the  State  Guards- 
And  an  act  to  punish  persons  for  harbor- 
ing deserters. 

He  also  requested  the  concurrence'  of  Chef 
Senate  in  House  bills  of  the  following,  ti- 
tles, to-wit  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize  the  session  of  a 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
iShreveport  or  other  places,"  approved  June 
18th,  1863. 

An  act  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  Government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana, 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
emment  during  the  existing  war,  the  right 
to  use  for  Governmenfi  purposes,  timber  on 
the  public  lands. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  Farish  of  EteSoto . 

An  act  relative-  to'  the   trial   of  persons 
accused  af  offenses,  and — 
Joint  Resolution  relative  tO"  claims  against 
the  Confederate  Government. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  House  amendment  to  Sen- 
ate's amendment  to  Elouse  bill  entitled  : 

'"An  act  to  suspend!  the  collection  of 
taxes." 

The  amendment  of  the  House  being  to 
amend  the  Senate's  amendment  to  said 
bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Senate 
disagreed  to  the  House  amendment,  and  he 
asked  for  a  committee  of  Conference,  where- 
upon the  President  pro  tern,  appointed 
Messrs.  Texada,  Pond  and  Lott,  the  com- 
mittee of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and  thejSecretary  was  directed  to 
inform  the  House  thereof. 
On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  rules 
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were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  ol  House  amendments 
to  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

'  An  act,  to  organize  the  (S'tate  Guard." 

The  ainendmeiit  of  the  House  behig  to 
insert  in  the  1st  section  after  the  word 
'■regiment'' the  words -'or  two   battalions.'" 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  Seaate 
agreed  to  said  amendment. 

The  amendment  ofthe  House  being  also 
to  insert  the  same  words  after  the  word 
"regiment,"  in  the  2d  section. 

On  motiowby  the  same  Senator  the  Sen- 
ate agreed  to  said  amendment, 

The  amendment  of  the  House  being  also 
to  strike  out  the  4th  section  of  the  bill 
which  reads  as  follows  : 

Sec.  4.  15e  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the 
Governor  be  authorized  to  establish  rules 
Mid  regulations  for  tlio  government  of  said 
regiments. 

On  motion  by  tlu^  same  Senator  the 
amendment  of  the  House  striking  out  the 
4th  section  was  agreed  to. 

Sec.  (i.  Being  furtiier  enacted,  &c..  That 
the  Goveruor  shall  have  power  to  strike 
from  the  roll  any  inellicieut  officers  or  oth- 
ws  wh(»  may,  in  his  o|>inion,  deserve  dis- 
missal from  the  service. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the 
amendment  of  the  House  striking  out  the 
*ith  section  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  the  s  ime  Senator  a  com- 
luitte  of  Conference  was  asked  for  and  the 
President  pro  tem.  appointed  Messrs.  Texa- 
da, Pond  and  Lott,  the  committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  Hou-se 
thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  relative  to  the  offences  ot  disloy- 
alty," and  the  same  was  taken  up. 

The  1st  and  2d  .sections  were  read  and 
consldereil.  when  on  motion  by  the  same 
Senator  the  same  was  stricken  out  and  the 
loUowing  substituted  therefor  was  adopt- 
ed. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  same 
was  adopted  pending  the  consideration  of 
this  bill,  the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
inble  subject  to  order. 

SI'ECfAL   OKDICIIS  OK   TUK    DAV. 

Tlii:5  being  the  day  set  apart  for  the  con- 
ndoration  of  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  judiciary  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  December,  A.  D.  1861,  the  same 
v;ivs  taken  up. 

Section  J.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
:»ud  House  of  Representatives  ofthe  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  con- 
venied.  That  the  above  entitled  act  rela- 
tive to  Judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
»ons  in  the  military  and  naval  service,  be 


amended  and  re-enacted  so  as  to  read  as 
follows  : 

That  no  suit  or  other  judicial  proceedings 
in  civil  matters,  shall  hereafter  be  institu- 
ted, or  had  in  the  courts  of  this  State 
against  any  person  who  may  be  at  the  time 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  ofthe  Con- 
federate States,  or  of  this  State;  except  for 
the  opening  and  settlement  of  successions 
and  partitions  of  the  cflfects  thereof  among 
the  legatees  and  heirs  at  law  :  and  for  ac- 
tions in  damage's  for  torts  committed  sinco 
the  passage  of  the  abo-ve  entitled  act. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  J/cDonald,  the  1st  sec- 
tion was  amended  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  -'except'  in  the  IHth  line  down 
to  the  word  "for"  in  the  Kith  line. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  section 
was  further  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
the  follow  ing  words,  to-wit :  which  action 
shall  not  l)e  prescribed  until  twelve  months 
ifler  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Coufed- 
u'ate  A'tates  and  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Texada,  the  1st  section 
was  adi.pted  as  amended. 

The  -  1  section  was  read  adopted. 

Sec.li.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Ac.  That 
the  remedial  process  of  attachment,  provi- 
sional seizure,  sequestration  and  injunc- 
tions, shall  issue  upon  proper  application. 
>!ipporteti  by  affidavit  in  addition  to  tiiat 
iii)>v  re([uired  by  law  in  such  cases,  that 
the  plantiff  is  in  great  danger  of  losing 
Ills  debt  privilege  or  mortgaged,  or  that  the 
lefendant  or  some  other  person,  acting 
under  his  authority,  is  about  to  do  some 
work  or  commit  some  act  that  will  be  pre- 
judicial to   his  rights,  unless  process  Issue. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  3d  section 
was  amended  by  striking  therefrom  th« 
word  "ri-'medial,'  in  the  1st  line,  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "compulso- 
ry," and  to  strike  out  all  after  the  words 
••process  of,"  in  the  2d  line,  down  to  the 
word  "injunction"  in  the  3d  line,  and  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  words  "that  the,'' 
in  the  (ith  line,  down  to  the  defendant,"  in 
the  8th  line,  also  in  the  11th  line  to  strike 
out  the  word  "his,"  and  to  insert  "the," 
and  in  the  same  line  insert  after  the  word 
"rights"  the  words  "plaintiff." 

And  the  3d  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  4th  section  was  and  adopted. 

Hoc.  5th,  Be  it  further  enacted,  <Src.,  That 
the  person  in  the  service  as  aforesaid  shall 
have  the  right  at  any  time  within  one  year 
after  his  discharge  therefrom,  to  institnt« 
legal  proceedings  to  set  aside  any  order, 
judgment  or  decree  rendered  against  him 
in  his  absence  as  aforesaid,  which  he  may 
allege  in  his  petition  to  have  been  preju- 
dicial to  his  interest,  supported  by  affida- 
vit, and  in  case  the  Court  f  hould  set  aside 
(he  judgment,  order  or  decree  so  rendered 
in  the  absence  of  the  party  ;i3  aforesaid, 
then  the  Court  shall  proceed  to  render  de 
novo  such  judgment  as  in  its  opinioa  ought 
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to  have  been  rendered  in  the  first  instance, 
and  tax  the  plaintiff  in  the  first  suit  or  pro- 
ceedings with  all  costs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDonald,  the  5th 
section  was  amended  by  insertiujj  in  the 
2d  line,  after  the  word  -aforesaid.''  the  fol- 
lowing words  "'or  his  legal  representa- 
tives;" by  inserting  atter  the  word  ''there 
from"  the  words  "or  death;"  by  insertiui 
after  the  words '-which  he,"'  7ih  line,  tlie 
words  "or  they;"  by  inserting  after  tlie 
words  "in  his,"  in  the  Hth  line,  the  words 
"or  their^'"  and  by  inserting  in  the  9th  line, 
after  the  words  "in  lils,"  the  words  ''or 
their." 

And  the  5th  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  6th  and  7th  sections  were  read  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  as  amend- 
ed and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  thereof 


ORDKRS  OV  THE  DAY. 

House  Messages — 1st  Keading : 
An  act  to  carry   out   the    distribution  ol 
$300,000  appropialedby  the  State  Legisla- 
ture tor  the  relief  of  forced    and  voluntary 
exiles  from  New  Orleans   and  vicinity. 

Which  bill  underwent  its  2d  reading  and 
on  its  adoption  at  its  3d  reading,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Lott,  it  was  rejected. 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  J^enitentiary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
readings,  it  was  concuired  in  and  the  Sec 
i-etary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  issuing  of  Treasury 
uotes. 

On  motion  by  J/r.  .McDonald,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  se- 
veral readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  direen-d  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  aulhorize  the  Treasurer  to  re- 
ceive taxes  that  may  be    tendered  him. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  this  bill 
underwent  its  1st  reading,  its  further  con- 
sideration postponed  and  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table  subject  to  call. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to 
appoint  a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second 
Judicial  District. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings  by  its  title  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Ju 
diciary, 

An  act  for  the  relief  Qf  wounded  and 
disabled  soldiers  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  rules  were 
suspeuded,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Militia- 


Anact  to  amend    and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize    a  session  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to   be   holden  in  the  city  o 
Shreveport    and    other    places,  approvedf 
June  ISth,  1803. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rules 
were  snspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st 
and 'id  readings  by  its  titles,  audit  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  conimittee  oa 
the  Judiciary 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederae  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  existing  war,  the  right 
to  use  for  Government  purposes,  timbei- on 
public  lands. 

On  motion  by  Mi\  McDonald,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st 
and  2d  readings  by  its  title,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  leferred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

An  act  establishing  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  army  and  militia  i  f 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rules 
were  snspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st 
and  2d  readings  by  its  title,  and  it  wiis  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Militia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams. 
lale  Sherifi'  of  th3  Parish  of  DeSoto. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rule-i 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st 
and  2d  readings  by  its  title,  and  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Claims. 


MESSAGE  FUOM  THE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, informed  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  agreed  to  the  conference  asked 
tor  by  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  disa- 
greeing votes  of  both  Houses  relative  to 
Senate  bill  entitled : 

"An  act  to  organize  the  State  guard."   ' 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed 
Messrs.  Griffin,  Kernan,  Snder,  Moi  eland 
and  Muixell.  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House. 

That  the  House  had  also  agreed  to  th*? 
conference  asked  for,  by  the  Senate ,  in  r  e- 
lation  to  the  disagreeing  votes  of  both 
Houses  relative  to  House  bill  entitled  : 

•'An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of 
taxes." 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed. 
Jfessrs.  Mott.  Taylor  of  Carroll,  Cotton, 
vlcEnery,  and  Anderson,  of  Madison. 

Tliat  the  House  had  concurred  with 
ameudme.its  in  Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  t'o  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserteis. 

HOUSE  AMENDMENTS    CONCUKllbiD    IN  BY    THh3 

SENATE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  oil  entitled  : 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harbonng 
deserters. 

The  amendmeet  of  the  House   being  to 
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strike  out  the  2(1  section  of  the  bill  which 
reads  as  follows  : 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
any  persoa  concealing  himself  or  avoiding 
military  service,  after  such  person  has  been 
regularly  enrolled  as  a  conscript  by  the 
proper  officers  and  according  to  the  laws 
•of  the  Confrress  of  the  Confederate  States. 
or  of  this  State,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
to  be  a  deserter  according  to  the  meaning 
and  intent  of  the  1st  section  of  this  act. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Te.vada,  the  House 
*mendni*nt  was  concurred  in.  the  2d  sec 
tion  stricken  out  and  the  Secretary  directed 
to  inform  the  House  thereof. 


■flKPORTS  FROM  COMMrTTEES  ON  COXraRKNCE 

Mr.  Texada.from  the  eommittee  on  Con 
ference  of  both  Houses,  in  relation  to  the 
dlsagreeiHg  vote  of  both  Houses  of  the 
(General  Assembly  to  House  bill  entitled 

"An    act  to   suspend  the   collection   of 
taxes." 
iSubmitted the  following  report,  to-wit 
The  Committee  of  Conference  to   whom 
was  referred  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  "An  act  to  suspend   fhe  col 
lection  of  taxes,"  respectfully  report  :  The 
Committee  recommends  that  the  House  re- 
cedes from  its  amendment,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Conference  agree  to   amend   the 
Senate's  amendment  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "tax  collectors"  the  words  "to    give 
bond  and," 

[Signed]  LEWIS  TXEADA. 

Chairman  Senate  Committee. 
On  motion  by  Mr.   Gantt.   the  above  re 
•port  wa-s  adopted,  and  the   Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

Mr.  Texa^la.  from  the  committee  of  Con- 
ference of  both  Houses  in   relation  to   the 
disagreeing  votes  of  both  Houses  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  : 
"An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard," 
S\ibmitted  the  following  report,  to-wit  : 
The  committee  of  Conference,  to   whom 
was  referred  the  disagreeing  votes   of  the 
two  Houses  on  "  An  act   to    organize  the 
State  Guard,"  respectfully  report   that  the 
House  recedes  from  so  much  of  their  amend- 
ments ae  Includes  the  striking   ont  of  the 
Gth  section. 
[Signed)  LEWIS  TEX  AD  A, 

On  behalf  of  the  Senate  Com. 
On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  re- 
port was  adopted,  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

REPORT   ON  ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  Weightman.  from  the  committee  on 
Enrolled  bills,  reported  as  correctly  enroll- 
ed iSenate  hills  entitled : 

An  a'Tt  relative  to  Confedetate  and  State 
Bonds" 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  the  Leg- 
islative and  Executive  Departments. 

An  act  to  punish  Cbn^edorate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  in 
violation  of  law. 


An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  an  annual  session  in  the  town  of  Greens 
burg.  La. 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancell  the  Bond  of 
the  Auditor. 

An  act  to  reorganise  the  companies  in 
First  Battallion  Louisiana  Cavalry  and  First 
Battalion  Louisiana  State  Troops,  and 

An  act  to  puBish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters. 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  re- 
quest the  signature  of  the  Speaker  thereto. 

And  he  also  requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  Senate  bill  entitled  ; 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  tne  .Senate  for  the  year 
ending  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1865. 

SECOND   READINGS. 

An  jact  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  iouis  Delahoussaye. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed 
until  next  session. 

An  act  devolving  certain  duties  npon  tht 
Commissioner  of  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  byllr.  ilfcDnaald,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  postponed 
until  next  session. 

An  act  for  the  disposal  of  runaway 
slaves. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt.  the  further  con- 
sideraiion  of  this  bill  was  postponed  and  it 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .subject  to 
call. 


MESSAGE  PRO»THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Isaacson.  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, informed  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  agreed  to  the  reports  of  both 
Committees  of  Conference  of  both  Houses 
in  relation  to  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard, 

And  House  bill  entitled 

A'n  act  to  suspend  the  col  lection  of 
taxes. 

And  he  also  informed  the  Senate  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  Senate 
enrolled  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to-wit: 

An  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  in 
violation  of  law. 

An  act  to  punish  persons  for  harboring 
deserters. 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State. 

An  act  to  organize  the  First  Battalion 
Louisiana  Cavalry  and  the  First  Battalion 
Louisiana  State  Troops. 

An  act  to  require  the  Supreme  Court  to 
hold  an  annual  session  in  the  town  of 
Greensburg.  La. 

An  act  relative  to  Confederate  and  State 
Bonds,  and 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
the  Amdltor. 

Which  bills  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Sen- 
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»te  and  were  by  Mr.  Weightmaa,  on  behalf 
of  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  this  day 
submitted  to  His  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
for  his  approval  and  sigjiatiire. 

SECOND  READINGS.  (Besumed.) 

An  act  fop  the  relief  of  R.  L.  Fox. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  adverse  re- 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Judicia- 
ry was  adopted  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

An  act  to  revive  in  part  section  11  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  relative  to  public 
lands,'"  approved  21st  March.  18C1. 

When  Mr.  Texada  offered  the  following 
aw  a  substitute,  to-wit  : 

An  act  to  increase  the  salai'y  of  the  State 
Treasurer. 

Which  underwent  its  1st  and  2d  readings. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Kepresentatives  of  the  Stale 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  con 
vened.  That  the  salary  of  the  State  Treas- 
urer shall  be  four  thousand  dollars. 
Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &e..  That  this 
»ct  take  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

Mr.  Lott  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Texada's  sub- 
stitute on  the  table  and  on  his  motion  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  they  were  or- 
dered and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows, 
to-wit : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barrow,  Clark,  Gray,  Lott, 
Pond,  Reeves  and' Rogers.     7  Senators. 

Nays— Messrs.  Coco,  Fuller,  Gantt,  Mc- 
Donald, Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man.    8  Senators. 

So.  Mr.  Texada's  substitute  was  not  laid 
on  the  table. 

And  on  his  motion  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, this  bill  underwent  its  26,  and  3d 
reading?,  and  on  its  final  passage 

Mr.  Lott  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  ; 
tliey  were  ordered  and  being  taken  result- 
ed as  follows  to-wit : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Gantt,  McDonald,  Texada, 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 6  Senators. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barrow,  Coco,  Clark,  Ful- 
ler, Gray,  Lott,  Pond,  Reeves  and  Rogers, 
y  Senators. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected, 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman  the  Senate 
proceeded  with  closed  doors,  to  the  consid 
eratlon  of  executive  business,  and  after 
some  time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed until  tomorrow  at  II  o'clock,  a.  m 

Tuesday,  February  9  th,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
Hient. 

Presert,  Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Clark, 
Fuller,  Gantt,  Gray,  iott,  McDonald,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Sanders,  Taylor,  Texada. 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 19  Sena^ 
fers. 


Pending  the  reading  of  the  journal,  om 
motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  ils  further  reading: 
was  dispensed  with  and   it  wa.s   approved^ 

EXECITIVE    CO.MMINICATIOXS. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of  his- 
E.vcellency  Henry  \V.  Allen.  Governor  of 
the  State,  delivered  to  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  viz.: 

ExciTivE  Okkice.  Shreveport.  La.,  I 
February  9lh.  IHG-t.      J 
lo  ihe  Honorable  the  President 

of  Uie  Louisiana  Seiutic 
I.  have  this  day  signed  and  approved 
"  an  act  concerning  printing  tor  the  iegis- 
lative  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State  Government,"  haviag  originated  ii> 
the  Senate.  1  have  signed  this  act  under 
the- belief  that  it  will  continue  in  force  no- 
longer  than  the  duration  of  the  war,  and 
that  so  soon  as  peace  is  declared  it  will  be 
repealed.  A  large  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  are  of  French  extraction  and  can- 
not read  the  English  text  of  our  laws  and 
legislative  proceedings.  It  is  certainly  due 
to  them  that  they  should-  be  fully  protected 
in  all  their  rights  under-  the  Constitution. 
Very  Respectfully,. 

HENRY  W  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisian<i. 
And  he  delivered  to  the  Senate  several 
executive  communications. 

LEAVE  OF  ARSENCE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  leave  of  absence 
was  granted  to  Air.  J.  C.  Weaks,  Senator 
from  the  District  composed'  of  the  Parisheg 
of  Morehouse  and  Ouachita, 

MESSAGE  TO  THE  HOCSE^ 

The  /Secretary  informed  the  House  that 
the  iS'enate  had  concurred  with  amendm«ul> 
in  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
relative  to  proceedings  against  persons  in 
the  military  or  naval  service,  approved 
20th  Deeember,  1861. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE    IIOU.SE. 

Mr.  Isaacson.  Clierk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, requePted  the  concurrence  <xt 
the  Senate  in  the  following  entitled  Hout« 
bills,  viz  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard. 

An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manu- 
facturing bureau  for  the  State. 

An  act  to  amend' and  re-enact  the  4th, 
7th,  8th  and  9th  sections  of  an  act  providing 
for  runaway  slaves  and  establishing  a  gen- 
eral depot  for  the  same,  approved  i/arck 
19th,  1857. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  O.  Miller  . 
wife  of  G.  W.  Miller,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Robson. 
of  the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

Joint  Resolution  to  rescind  the  former 
Resolution  of  adjournment  of  the  Legisla.- 
ture. 
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That   (he    House    had    concarred    with  aided,  assisted  and   comforted   the   public 
jvmendments  in  Senate  bill  entitled  :  enemy  of    the  State    of  Louisiana,  in   con- 

"  An  act  making  an   appropriation  for!sortiug  with,  consulting  with  and  'eupport- 

.u  jjjg  ^.jjjj  j^jg  countenance  and  association 
the  officers  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca since  the  26th  day  of  JauHarv,   186],  thft 


the  general   expenses  of  the   State  for   th 
year  ending  the  3lst  day  of  March,  1865." 

That  the  House  had  concurred  in  Senate's 
bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  John  Moore,  tutor, 
to  remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limitf^ 
of  the  State,"  and, 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  ofiScers. 

And  that  the  House  had  concurred  in 
Senate's  amendment  to  House  bill  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weigh tman,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  cons'deration  of  the  following  act  of 
impeachment  of  A.  M.  Buchanan,  one  of 
the  A.ssociate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  which  were  ordered  to  be  spread  on 
the  Journal  as  follows,  to  wit : 

An  act  of  impeachment  of  A.  M.  iJuchan 
an.  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  for  the  First  Su- 
preme Judicial  District  thereof. 

Ist  Section.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana in  General  Assembly  convened,  That 
A.  M  Buchanan,  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
for  the  First  Sepreme  Judicial  District  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  impeached  of  treason  and 
high  crimes  to  and  against  the  sovereign 
State  of  Louisiana. 

Ist.  In  having,  since  the  26th  of  Janua- 
ry, 1861,  in  violation  of  his  duties  as  a  cit- 
j»n  of  this  State,  of  his  oath  of  office  and 
of  bis  judicial  duties,  taken  tl^  oath  of  al 
legiance  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
ihe  public  enemy  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Hi  a  time  when  said  enemy  was  openly 
waging  war  upon  this  State,  and  was  in  vi- 
olent, unjust  and  illegal  possession  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  same  ; 
and  .«econdly,  in  aiding  and  assisting  the 
•aid  enemy  in  his  efforts  to  subjugate  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  de- 
ttroy  tlie  government  of  th©  State,  having 
accepted  office  of  tlie  said  United  States, 
the  public  enemy  of  this  State,  at  the  time 
the  said  enemy  was  eugaged  in  open  war 
against  the  same,  the  said  office  being  that 
Ufa  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State  the  .same  to  which  the  said  A.  M. 
Buchanan  had  been  legally  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  First  Supreme  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  the  State,  and  in  having  exercised 
the  said  judicial  authority,  under  tho  au- 
thority, and  received  pay  therefor  from  the 
officers  of  the  said  United  States,  all  since 
the  said  26th  January.  1861.  And  thirdly. 
in  the  said  A.  M.Buchanan,  he  being  at  the 
time  the  duly  elected  Justice  of  the  su- 
preme Court  of  Louisiana  for  the  First  Su- 
preme Judicial  District  of  the  State,  having 


said  public  enemy  being,  at  the  time,  at. 
open  warfare  with  the  State  of  f^ouisiana. 

Section  2d.  Be  it  further  enacted.  <fec.. 
That  five  members  of  this  House  be.  and 
they  are  hereby  charged  with  the  manage- 
ment of  this  impeachment  with  the  Senate 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  to  request 
their  preparation  for  the  trial  of  the  same 
at  such  time  as  may  be  convenient  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  to  do  all  ne- 
ce.ssary  acts  for  the  prosecution  of  this  im- 
peaciinient. 

Section  3d.  Be  it  further  enacted.  &c.. 
That  tiiis  act  take  effect  from  and  after  it^ 
passage. 

(Signed)  J.  B.  ELAM. 

Speaker  of  the  Hou.se  of  Keprosentative". 

Oh  motion  by  Mr.  Taylor,  ordered  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  by  the  President 
in  onler  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, that  articles  of  impeachment  have 
been  preferred  by  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives against  A.  M.  Buchanan,  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  that  they 
are  now  pending  before  the  Senate. 

Whereupon  the  President  pro  tern,  ap- 
pointed on  the  committee  Messrs.  Taylor, 
Sanders  and  McDonald. 

REPORTS  FROM  STANDING    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Reeves,  from  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled aa  act  to  authorize  the  session  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Shreveport  or  other  places,  approved  June 
18, 1863,  and 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  existing  war.  the  right 
to  use  for  Government  purposes,  timber  on 
public  land?,  submitted  a  favorable  re- 
port. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  the  same 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  House 
bill  entitled  : 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Sunreme  Judge  for  the  second  Ju- 
dicial D'strict,  reported  the  same  back 
withou*  action.  , 

Mr.  Lott,  from  the  committee  on  Claims. 
to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  entitled 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams,  late 
Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  DeSoto,  submitted 
and  adverse  report. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  tho  committee  on  Mi- 
litia, to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  en- 
titled ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  wounded  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,"  submitted  a  favorable  re 
port. 

And  the  same  Senator,  from    the  same 
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committee,  to  whom  waa  referred  House 
bill  entitled : 

Aq  act  establishing  rules  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  army  and  militia  of  the  State 
of  iouisiana,  submitted  a  lavorable  report 
by  substitute  entitled  : 

An  act  to  establish  rules  and  articles  for 
thri  government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  which  was  passed  to 
a  2d  reading. 

REPORT  FKOM  A  SELKCTCOMMFTTDE. 

Mr.  Barrow,  from  the  select  joint  commit- 
tee of  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  special  message 
of  His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  rela- 
tion to  elections  ordered  by  the  Federals 
in  Louisiana,  submitted  the  following  re 
port  : 

The  joint  committee  to  whom  was  re 
ferred  the  message  of  His  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  in  relation  to  a  Proclamation  is 
sued  by  Maj.  Gen.  Banks,  of  the  United 
states  army,  for  an  election  to  organize  a 
(State  Government,  beg  leave  to  report  a 
Joint  Resolution  entitled  •'  Joint  Kesolu 
tion  relative  to  the  illegal  organization  of  a 
State  Government  by  the  public  enemy 
and  respectfully  recommend  its  passage. 
(6'igned)  A.  BARROW 

Chairman  -Senate  Committee. 
(Signed)  E.  F  MOREHEAD, 

Chairman  House  Committee. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Taylor  from  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  H^is  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  and  inform  him  that  articles  of 
inapeachment  had  been  preferred  before 
the  Senate  by  managers  on  behalf  of  the 
House  of  Repiesoutatives  against  A.  M. 
Buchanan,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  for  the  First  Supreme  District  of  the 
State  of  Louisiaiia,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  perloruied  -ftlie  duty  assigned 
them  by  personally  oomniunicating  the 
aatne  to  the  Gov<'ra(jr. 

BILLS  INTKODUCKI)   WlTHOrT  NOTICE. 

The  hereinafter  iinined  f?enators,  without 
previous  notice  ami  with  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  first  granted,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  introduce  the  following  entitled 
bills  which  were  disposed  of  as  indicated 
below,  to-wit : 

Mr.  Abney, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and  State 
Tax  Collectors. 

Which,  on  motion  by  the  same  Senator, 
underwent  its  several  readings,  it  passed 
and  th  e  Secretary  was  directed  to  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein. 

Mr,  VVeightman, 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  by  attorneys-at-law  in  the  Stat«  of 
Louisiana. 

Which,  on  motion  by  the  same  Senator, 
underwent  its  several  readings,  it  passed 
and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  therein. 


ORDERS    OF  THE  lUY. 

House  Messages — Ist  Readings  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Winganl. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  Ist 
and  2d  Headings  by  its  title,  and  it  \v;is  or- 
dered to  be  referred  to  the  committee  cu 
Claims. 
An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manufac- 
turing Buieau  for  the  iS'tate. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  Abn«yj  the  rules  were 
suspended  this  bill  underwent  its  tevcrai 
readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereol. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  4th.  7tL, 
8th,  and  'Jlh  sections  of  an  act  entitled : 

An  act  providing  for  runaway  slaves  and 
establishing  a  general  depot  lor  the  same, 
approved  March  19th,  18o7. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred .to  the  comiiiittee  ou  the  Judiciary. 

Joint  Uesoliitiuu  to  rescind  the  former 
resolution  of  adjournment  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  rules  wer« 
suspenueii,  this  Joint  liesolution  underwent 
its  1st  and  ^d  Readings  and  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan  deceased. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  lieeves.  the  rules 
were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its 
second  and  third  readings  by  its  title  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  commit 
tee  on  Militia. 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  Ellen  O.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  W.  ilfiller,  deceased. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  wer» 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings  by  its  title  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Militia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  VVm.  Robson,  of 
the  Parish  of  Caddo, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings  by  its  title  and  it  was  ordeped 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  PubHc 
Works. 

An  act  relative  to  the  trial  of  persons 
accused  of  oll'ences. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  wane 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  seveoal 
readuigs,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the  ^c- 
retary  directed  to  inform  the  House  there- 
of. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  parishes  of  the  State  eaet  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Wall,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

Joint  Resolution  relative  lo  increasing 
the  pay  of  non  -commissioned  officers  and 
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.privates  in  the  service  of  the  Coafederate 
States. 

Oa  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  read- 
i  ng  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  2d  reading  on 
to-morrow. 

An  act  to  repeal  in  part  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  a  part 
of  the  Free  School  Accumulating  Fund,  of 
the  Levee  and  Drainage  Fund  to  the  Gen- 
eral Fuud  as  a  loan,  approved  'iOth  June, 
1863,  and  for  the  re-truusfer  of  the  same. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gant,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  Ist  and 
2d  readings  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  iPublie  Educa- 
tion. 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gautt,  the  rules  were 
suspendi^d,  this  bill  underwent  its  Ist  and 
2d  readings  by  its  title  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

An  act  to  provide  for  tbe  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  ot 
Louisiana  to  press  into  the  -service  of  the 
State  slaves  and  other  property  for  the 
public  defence  of  the  State  during  the 
present  war,  approved  June  Ist,  ISd'S. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  readings  by  its  title  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

REPORT  FROM  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  on  Militia, 
to  whom  was  referred  House  bills  entitled: 

"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flan- 
agan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased," 
and  I 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  Miller,  wife 
of  G.  W.  Miller,  deceased,  submitted  a  fa- 
vorable report  on  both  bills. 

Mr.  Weightman,  from  the  committee  on 
Public  Works,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
bill  entitled :  i 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Robson, 
of.the  Parish  of  Caddo,  submitted  an  ad- 
verse report. 

Mr.  Lott,  from  the  committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard, 
submitted  a  .favorable  report  with  an 
am«ndment. 

SECOND  BAOINQS.  (BE8UMEDJ. 

An  a.ct  to  provide  for  defraying  the  ex- 
jienses  of  the  State  Treasurer  at  the  seat  of 
'Government. 

Section  1,  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 


and  HV>use  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated 
to  procure  a  mansion,  for  the  Slate  Treas- 
urer, at  the  seat  of  Government. 

Mr,  AfcDonald  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement ot  this  bill,  upon  which  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows,  to- 
wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Clark,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  iJfcDonald,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 9  iSenators. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barrow,  Coco,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Sanders,  Taylor,  Texada 
and  Wall.    9  Senators. 

There  being  a  tie  the  President  pro  tenj, 
gave  his  casting  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

An  act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 
at  the  seat  of  Government 

<Dn  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  furtJiejr 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

An  act  to  provide  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  the  seal 
of  Government. 

On  motion  by  Mi:  Texada,  the  furthejr 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  also  indefin- 
itely postponed. 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  the  illegal 
organization  of  a  State  Government  by  the 
public  enemy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow,  the  rules  wet» 
suspended,  these  Joint  Resolutions  under- 
went their  2d'  and  3d  readings,  they  were 
adopted,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  tp 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  House  there- 
in. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Willianw, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Clark,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  secoad  Ju> 
dicial  District. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow  tbe  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

An  act  for  the  relief  ot  wounded  aod  dis- 
abled soldiers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  HouBe 
thereof. 

Ad  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  ^ct  en- 
titled : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sessions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  of 
Shreveport  or  other  places,  approved  Jjine 
.18th,  1863.  '   ff 
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On  motioa  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
Buspended,  this  bill  underwent  ite  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  relative  to  the  offence  of  disloy- 
alty. 

The  Pst  section  being  under  considera- 
tion. 

Sec.  t.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives   of  the   State  of 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened. 
That  any  person  or  persons,  citizens  of  this 
State,  or  citizens  of  another  State  or  foreign 
State    temporarily  sojourning  or    re-idiug 
within  the  limit*of  this  State,-  who  shall  at 
any  time  daring  the  existing  war,  say,  print 
or  write  any  word  or  words,  do  or  perform 
anything,  or  use  any  appliances  or   infl. 
ences  of  any  description  whatever,-  to  pre- 
vent any  person  or  persons   from  ealistiag 
in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  Stat> 
or  Confederate  States  wlio  may  be   absent 
from  their  commands  without  leave   from 
returning  to  the  same,  or  to  encour-age  per- 
sons in  the  Military  of  naval--  service  of  the 
State  or  Confederate  States  to  absent  thinu- 
selves   without  leave,  or  to  prevent   Oon- 
ecripts  from  being  duly  enroUedand  placed 
in  the   Military  service    according  to  the 
laws  of  this  State,  or  Confederate  States,  or 
to  prevent  the  peaceable  or  forcible  execu- 
tion of  the  laws  of  this  State  by  adheiing 
to,  aiding,  assisting  or  supporting  the   con- 
stitution, laws,  military  orders  or  proclama- 
tions of  the   United  Ststes,  or  any   other 
pretended  State  government  erected  within 
the  limits  of  this  State  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  same,  or  to  weake  J 
and  discourage  the  citizens  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  in  their  allegiance  thereto,  by 
encouraging    an  allegiance,   assistance  or 
support  to  the  constitution,  laws,   military 
orders    or    proclamations   of   the    United 
States,  or  any  other  pretended  State   gov 
emment  erected  within   the  limits  of  this 
State,  or  to  aid,  abet  or  assist  any  person 
or  persons  doing  or  performing  any   of  the 
things  above  recited,  shall  be  deemed  and 
held  guilty  of  a    felony,  for  which  on  due 
conviction,  he,  she  or  they,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  confined  in  the  State  Peniten- 
tiary not  less  than  three  months  nor  more 
than  five  years  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Court. 

Mr.  Pond  moved  to  strike  out  in  the  19th 
line  the 'words  "Confederate  States,"which 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  McDonald  moved  to  insert  in  the  7th 
line  after  the  word  "whatever"  the  follow- 
ing word,  to-wit :  "with  the  intention," 
which  amendment  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt  the  lat  section 
was  amended  by  striking  out  in  the  24th 
line  the  words  "the  crime  6f  disloyalty," 
and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  a 
felony." 

On  the  adoption   of   the   1st  section  as 


amended.  Mr.  McDonald  called  for  the  yeair 
and  nays,  they  were  ordered  and  being 
taken  resulted  as  follows,  to-wit : 

Yeas—  Messrs.  Clai  k,Fuller,  Gantt,  Gray ^ 
Lott,  Reeves,  Sanders  and  Texada— 8  Sen- 
atons. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  McDon- 
ald, Pond,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman — 
7  Senators.- 

On  his  own  motion  Mr.  Rogers  was  ex- 
cused from  voting. 

Soth»  la*  section  was  adopted  as  amend- 
edv- 

Sec;  2.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  &c..  That 
any  person  or  persons  ^committing  tbv? 
offence-enumerated  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act  shall  be  liable  to  be  arrested  by 
any  person  and  cocrfined  in  the  jail  of  the- 
Pamah  of  Caddo,  in  the  city  of  Shreveport, 
tor  sale  keeping,  until  they  can  be  tried  in 
the  Pkrish  in  which  the  offence  may  have- 
been  committed,  or  wherever  delivered  ac- 
cording to  law;  provided,  that  the  accused 
shall  have-  the  privilege  of  waiving  the 
constitutional  right  to  bo  tried  in  the  Par- 
ish in  which  the  offence  may  have  been 
committed,  and  electing  to  be  tried  in  the 
Parish  in  which-  be,  she,  or  they  may  b« 
confined. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Reeves,  the  2d  section 
was  amended  by  striking  out  in  the  3d  line 
the  words  "person  and"  and  in.serting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following  words,  to- 
wit  :.  "civil  officer  and  after  a  preliminary 
examination  before  any  Justice  of  th« 
Peace;  if  found  guilty  shall  be." 

ifr.  Gray  moved  to  amend  Mr.   Reeves' 

amendment  by  inserting  after  the    word 

civil,"   the  words-  ""or  military,"  which 

amendment    to-  the-   amendment  was  not 

agreed  to. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  2d  section 
was  further  amended  by  striking  out  in 
the  6th  line  the  words  ''or  otherwise  deliv- 
ered according  to  law." 

And  the  2d  section  was  adopted"  a« 
amended. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  Ac,  T!i:it 
this  act  take  effect  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage. 

Which  bill  underwent  its  2d  and  3^  read- 
ings, and  on  its  final  passage  Mr.  Weaks 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  they  wore  or- 
dered and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows, 
to-wit  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Clark.  Fuller,  Gantt,Gray, 
Lott,  Reeves,  ^S'anders,  Taylor  and  Texada 
— 9  Senators. 

Nays— Messrs,  Abney.  Barrow,  McDon- 
ald, Pond,  Rogers,  Weaks  and  Weightman 
8  Senators. 
So  the  bill  passed. 

And  on  the  adoption  of  its  title  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Texada  the  following  was  sub- 
stitute d  and  adopted  as  the  title  of  the 
bill : 

"An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  o  l 
certain  crimes  and  offences." 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  iott,  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
t  :e  House  therein. 

An  act  eshibli.shin?  rules  and  articles  for 
the  srovornment  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  M:*.  Texada.  the  niles 
were  suspended,  tlii.s  bill  underwent  its  2d 
and  8d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the 
Home  thereof.  j 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ornment,  during  the  existing  war,  the  right 
to  use  for  Governin"nt  purposes,  timber  on 
public  lands.  1 

The  1st  section  being  under  considera- 
tion, viz  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  convened. 
That  durinj:  the  existing  warthe'Confedin-ate 
(rovernm'>nt  shall  !i\ve  and  enjoy  tlie  right. 
free  of  charge  by  its  offlcers.  agents,  em- 
ployees, or  persons  with  whom  they  may 
contract,  to  u=o  for  the  purposes  and  wants 
of  the  Government,  the  timber  on  any  of 
the  public  lands  of  this  State."' 

Mr.  McDonald  moved  to  amend  the  1st 
section  by  striiving.out  in  the  7th  line  the 
words  "'or  persons  with  whom  (hey  may 
contract." 

Which  amendment  did  not  prevail. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
8d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Win'_'ard 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lott.  the  amendment 
of  the  committee  on  Claims  was  adopted. 
being  the  following  proviso,  which  is  to 
come  on  at  the  end  of  the  second  section. 
viz  :  Provided  that  said  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  shall  be  in  full  satisfaction  for 
all  claims  which  said  J.  C.  Wingard  has 
against  the  State  for  the  lass  or  destruction 
of  the  gun,  known  as  the  Wingard  Gun. 

And  the  bill    underwent  its    2d    and  3d 
•  filings,  it  was  concurred  in  as  amended, 
and  the  Secrelary   was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An  act  for  tlie  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  Flanagan,  deceased. 

On  motion  b.' Mr.  Clark  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  wa>  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
tlu^reof. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  0.  Miller, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Miller,  deceased. 

On  mo  ion  by  Mr.  Clark,  the  mles  were 
suspended  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
;ld  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Robson. 
of  the  parish  of  Caddo. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman  the  rules 


were  suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d 
and  3d  readings,  it  was  concurred  in  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform  the 
House  thereof. 

Joint  Resolution  relative  to  claims  against 
the  Confederate  Government. 

Section  I.  B^•  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  con- 
vened. Tliat  our  Senatoi-s  and  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  be  and  they  are  hereby 
requested  to  use  their  influence  and  urge 
upon  the  Confederate  Government  the  ne- 
ce.s-"ity  of  having  an  officer  or  officers,  with 
power  to  audit  and  pay  to  the  citizens  of 
l^ouisiana,thc  claims  they  may  have  against 
the  Confederate  Government  for  property 
impressed,  liiro  of  teams,  wagon?,  &c. 

t  )n  motion  by  .Mr.  Zott.  the  above  section 
was  amended  by  inserting  the  word  "all,'" 
in  the  8th  line  after  the  word  -for,"'  and 
On  motion  by  the  same  Senator  the  section 
was  further  amended  by  inserting  in  the 
"iJth  line  after  the  word  "impressed,"'  the 
following  words,  to-wit :  '"or  destroyed  by 
order  of  officers  in  the  Confederate  service 
and  for.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Texada,  these  Joint 
Resolutions  underwent  their  2d  and  3d 
readings,  they  were  concurred  in  and  the 
Secretary  was  directcl  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

MKSSAOK    FROM    TlIK  PrOVERXOR. 

Mr.  Isaacson.  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. inforuK-d  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  concurred  in  the  following  Sen- 
ate bills,  to-wit ; 

An  act  for  the  ri-Ve!  of  J.  J.  Wheat,  Sher- 
iff of  the  Parish  of  Livingsto  i. 

An  act  to  ])nihibit  Hie  seizing,  taking  or 
removing  of  froper^y  in  this  State,  contra- 
ry to  law. 

An  act  to  authori/e  H.  Himenes  to  adopt 
A.nna  and  Josephine  Armstrong  as  his  legi- 
timate heirs. 

.\n  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  En- 
gineer. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State 
Librarian. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  land, 
commonly  called  "Rio  Hondo"  claims. 

An  act  to  regulate  payment  from  the 
State  Treasurer. 

An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  Court  in 
the  parish  of  Caddo,  Tenth  Judicial  Dis- 
trict. 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brum- 
met.  a  minor. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Collector  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
taxes  east  of  the  Missisoippi  river. 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  Journals  of  the  Sanate 
and  House  of  Representatives. 

Joiut  Resolutions  relative  to  the  illegal 
acts  of  spoliation  by  officers  of  the  Confed- 
erate army. 

An  act  to   authorize  certain  persons  to 
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attach  tbt-mselves  to  any  military  company 
in  the  State  service. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men,  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  and  offences. 

Joint  Resoluiion  relative  to  the  illegal 
organization  of  a  State  Government  by  the 
public  enemy. 

KEl'OP.T   OF  EXR0I,LED   BILLS 

Mr.  Weightniau,  from  the  committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  as  duly  enrolled 
Senate  bills  entitled  : 

An  act  to  organize  a  State  Guard. 

An  act  t.)  authorize  E.  Himenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josepliine  Armstrong  as  his  le- 
gitimate heirs. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  J.  Wheat,  Sher- 
iff and  Ta.\  Collector  of  the  Parish  of  Liv- 
ingston. 

An  act  relative  to  the  payment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  officers. 

An  act  to  change  the  terms  of  Court  in 
the  Parish  of  Coddo,  Tenth  Judicial  Dis 
trict. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  State  En 
gineer. 

An  act  to  abolish  the  otHce  of  State  Li- 
brarian. 

An  act  to  authorize  John  Moore,  tutor,  to 
remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  (State. 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  re- 
quest the  signature  of  the  Speaker  thereto. 

Subsequently  the  Senate  wa.s  informed, 
through  Mv.  Isaacson, Clerk  of  the  House, 
that  the  Speaker  had  signed  the  above  en- 
titled enrolled  bills. 

Whereupon  they  were  signed  by  the 
President  pro  tem.  of  the -S'enate,  and  they 
were  submitted  to  hisE.Kcellency  the  Gov- 
ernor, for  his  approval  and  signature,  by 
Mr.  Weightraan,  on  the  part  of  the  commit- 
tee on  enrolled  bills,  j, 

MESSAGE  FROM  TlIK   HOUSE. 

By  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rrepre- 
sentatives,  through  Mr.  Isaacson,  its  Clerk, 
the  signature  of  the  President  of  the  Sen 
ate  was  requested  to  House  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  suspend  the  collection  of  taxes. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  sus- 
pend the  signing  and  issuing  of  Treasury 
notes. 

An  act  relative  to  the  machinery  and 
buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  to  purchase  cot- 
ton and  wool  cards  for  the  benefit  o  f  the 
families  of  soldiers. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize  the  session  of  a 
Supreme  Court  to  be  holden  in  the  city  ol 
Shrevepoit  or  other  places,  approved  June 
J8lh.  1863. 


An  act  for  the  relief  ol  wounded  and  di.-:- 
abled  soldiers. 

An  act  granting  to  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  exisling  war,  the 
right  to  use  for  Government  purposes,  the 
timber  on  public  laud. 

Which  bills  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  pro  tem.,  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  by  Mr.  W'eightman,  on 
behalf  of  the  committee  on  Enrolled  IJills. 
submitted  to  his  E.xcellency  the  Governor, 
for  his  approval  and  signature. 

By  the  stmie  messasge  the  Senaie  was  in 
formed  that  the  House  had  concurred  in 
Senate  bill  entitled  : 

••An  act  making  au  appropriation  for  the 
general  expenses  ol  the  State  for  ihe  year 
ending  the  ."ilst  day  of  March.  18Uu." 

That  tha  House  refuses  to  concur  in  Sen- 
ate's an)endiuent  to  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''an  act 
relative  to  Judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service." 
approved  21st  December.  A.  D  ISfil,  and 
asked  for  a  committee  on  Conference,  and 
that  the  Speaker  had  appointed  Messrs. 
Mott.  Snider.  Griffin,  Pressley,  Foulhouse 
and  l']iam,  the  committee  on  Conference  on 
the  part  of  the  House. 

COMMITTEE    OX  COXFEREXCE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  message  from  the 
House,  in  regard  to  the  last  above  entitled 
bill,  and  on  a  further  motion  the  Senate 
agrees  to  the  request  of  the  Senate. 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

?.IESSAGE  FROM  TUE   UOLSE. 

By  a  message  from  the  House  through 
Mw  Isaacson,  its  Clerk,  the  Sona.'e  was  in- 
formed til  at  the  House  had  concurred  in 
Senate's  amendment  to  House  bills  entitled: 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinemenc 
x)f  persons  convicted  of  crimes  punishabla 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

An  act  tor  the  relief  of  J.  C.  AVingard. 
House  amendments  to  Senate  bill. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Lott,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  House  amendments  to 
Senate  bill  entitled : 

*'  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
general  expenses  of  the  iS'tate  for  the  year 
ending  3Ls"t  March,  1865." 

The  amendments  of  the  House  being  to 
add  to  item  2d,  3d  and  4th,  one  thousand 
dollars  tor  bouse  rent,  to  strike  out  in  item 
8th  one  thousand  dollars,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  "tivo  thousand  dollars,"  to  add  to 
item  10th  one  thousand  dollars  for  house 
rent,  to  add  five  hundred  dollars  to  item 
15th,  to  add  three  hundred  dollars,  to  item 
l()th,  to  reduce  item  18th  to  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  add  one  thousand  ior  house  rent 
of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Land  Office. 
Chief  Clerk  Land  Office  two  thousand  fiv« 
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himdred  dollars,  and  Assistant  Clerk  Land 
Office  two  thousand  dollars,  to  increase 
item  25  to  thirty-fiye  hundred  dollars. 

To  insert  as  item  52  for  the  salary  of  the 
Reporter  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the 
present  year  and  for  the  year  18ij3.  five 
thousand  dollars. 

To  in.sert  .-xs  item  53  for  appropriation  to 
pay  the  e.xpenses  incairred  in  holding 
cou'-ts  of  enquiry  aud  counts  martial  at 
Opelousas,  in  accordance  with  the  act  en- 
titled '"an  act  to  organize  i,he  Militia."  ap- 
proved Jan.  23(1,  Jti(>2,  one  thousand  dol- 
l.irs. 

insert  as  item  54.  To  .<5upply  the  defi- 
.ciency  in  the  appropriation  made  under  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate  $50  >  000 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  to 
pay  for  the  hire  or  loss  of  slaves  and  other 
jiroperty  lost  by  death  or  otherwise  while 
employed  on  the  public  works  within  the 
State,  approved  June  28,  186:},  $200,000. 

On  the  adoption  ot  the  above  amend- 
ments Mr.  Barrow  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  they  were  ordered,  and  beiag  taken 
resulted  as  followii,  viz  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barrow,  Clark,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Lott,  McDonald.  Pond,  Keeves,  Tex- 
ada,  Weaks  and  Weightmaa — 11  Sena- 
tors. 

Nays — Messrs.  Abey  and  Gray— 2  Sen- 
ators. 

So  the  Senate  agreed  to  said  amead- 
oents. 

The  further  aoiendment  -of  the  House  is 
to  add  anotlier  section,  to-wit : 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enactt^d,  &c.,  That 
all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  inconsistent  with 
this  act  be  hereby  repealed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Senate  .re- 
fuses to  concur  in  the  proposed  additional 
section. 

And  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

iBKPOKTS  OF    A    CO.MMITTEE     OS  CONFERENCE. 

Mr.  Reeves,  from  the  eommittee  on  Con- 
ference on  disagreeing  votes  of  both  Houses 
an  relation  to  Houses  bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  An 
.act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings  aga  net 
persons  in  the  Military  or  Naval  service," 
Approved  2l8t  Dec  .  1861.  Reported  that 
the  House  committee  recommends  to  re- 
cede from  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
and  that  Senate  committee  was  ec^ual  ly  di- 
vided. 

The  same  Senator  moved  that  the  Senate 
recedes  from  its  amendments,  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  Senate  refused  to  adopt  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  Conference. 

ME3S.\OE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

By  a  message  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, throivgh  Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk, 
the  Senate  was  informed  that  the  House 
ask  for  a  free  conference  in  relation  to  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  both  Houses  in  relation 
to  House  bill  entitled  : 


"An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  :  An 
act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against 
persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service, 
approved  21st  Dec  1861,  and  that  the 
Speaker  had  appointed  .Messrs.  Mott.  Grif- 
fin, FouUiouse,  Cotton  and  Snider,  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Te.xada,  the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  ccuisideration  of  the  above  me<>sage, 
when  on  a  further  motion  by  the  same  Sen- 
ator, the  Senate  agreed  to  the  conference 
asked  for  by  the  House. 

And  the  President  pro  tem.  appointe.d 
J/essrs.  Reeves,  Pond  and  Lott,  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
Secretary  was  dLrected  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

•KESOLUTIOX.S. 

Wr.  Wall  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars  be  and  is  hereby  allowed  to  Wil- 
liam F.  Wagner,  and  that  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  allowed 
to  Oscar  Arroyo.  Secretary  and  Assistant 
.Secretary  of  the  Senate,  as  an  additional 
compensation  for  tli.'ir  services,  the  same 
to  be  payable  ottt  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
th3  Senate  on  their  own  warrant. 

.VESS.iGE  FROM  THE    GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  FavTOt,  private  Secretary  of  hie 
R.tcellency  Henry  W.  Allen,  Governor,  in- 
formed the  Senate  that  his  Excellency,  had 
this  day  approved  and  signed  the  following 
bills,  viz  :  ., 

An  act  to  organize  the  State  Guard.  /, 

An  act  to  punish  persoas  for  harboring  ■ 
deserters. 

An  act  to  require  the  &ipreme  Court  to 
hold  a  session  in  the  town  of  Shreveport, 
La. 

.\n  act  to  punish  Confederate  officers  and 
others  for  impressing  private  property  in 
violation  of  law. 

An  act  to  reorganize  the  companies  in 
First  Battalion  Louisiana  Cavalry  and  the 
First  Battalion  Louisiana  State  Troops. 

An  act  relative  to  Confedetate  and  State 
Bonds/' 

An  act  concerning  printing  for  Legisla- 
ive  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
State. 

Joint  Resolution  to  cancel  the  bond  of 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts.  T 

And  he  delivered  to  the  Senate  a  sealed  ' 
Executive  communication. 

ESECUXrVE  SESSION'. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  Senate 
proceeded  with  closed  doors,  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  and,  after 
some  time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  when  on  motion  by  the  same 
■Senator,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row at  10  o'dock,  A,  M. 
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Wednes&at,  February  10,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  ailjourn- 
meat. 

Presfint — Mr.  Benpmin  W.  Pierce,  lAent 
Governor,  and  President  of  the  Survate. 

Messrs.  Abncy.  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Lett,  McDonald.  Pond.  Reeves 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall.  Weaks,  Weigbtuiaii 
Gray.  Moore  and  Clark— 18  Senators. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  when 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  its  farther  read- 
ing was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  ap- 
proved. 

RESOLrxiOKS. 

Mr.  Weigbtmau  submitted  the  following 
resolution  which  wa-;  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  be  allowed  to  E.  \V.  Blake,  Journal 
clerk  of  the  Senate,  for  tlte  bringing  up  the 
journals  of  the  Senate  after  the  adjournment 
payable  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Secretary, 
after  the  eompletion  of  the  worlt. 

The  same  Senator  s-ubmitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  whicb  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,-  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate 
of  the  State  of  Louisiana  do  return  their 
thanks  to  Judge  John  ilfoore.  President 
pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  for  the  able,  just 
and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  duties  as  presiding  ofiBcer  of 
this  body. 

Mr.  McDonald  submitted  the  following 
resolution  which  was  considered  by  una- 
nimous  consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars 
each  be  allowed  to  the  several  Clergymen 
who  have  opened  the  proceedings  of  the 
>Senate  with  prayers,  the  same  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate, 
on  their  own  warrants. 

Mr.  Barrow  submitted  the  following  res 
olution  which  was  considered  by  nnanl 
mous  consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairmao  of  the 
Committee  on  EnTollment  of  the  Senate,  be 
allowed  double  compensation  for  his  servi 
ces  for  the  preseirt  session,  the  same  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Sen- 
ate, on  his  own  warrant* 

Mr.  Clark  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Shreveport 
News,  the  amount  due  him  for  publishing 
the  journal  of  the  Senate  from  this  date  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  same,  at  the  rate  of 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred 
words,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  con 
tingent  lund  of  the  Senate. 

The  same  Senator  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution   which  was   considered  by 
unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to. 
Resolved,  That  Master  Sidney  Kirby  be 


paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  hiy 
services  as  pag^e  of  the  Senate,  and  Master 
Robert  Her,  he  paid  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
dollars  for  his  services  as  temporary  page 
of  the  Senate,  to  be  paid  out  ot  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Moore  subm  tted  the  following  reso- 
lution which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agret3d  to. 

Resolved,  that  tlte  .Secretary  be  directed 
to  cause  one  hundred  copies  of  the  list  of 
Act.s  and  Joint  Resolutions  passed  at  the 
present  sessiort  of  the  Legislature,  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  .Senate,  and  that  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  nece.ssary.  be  appropriated  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  that  effect, 
to  be  drawn  on  the  warrant  of  the  Secre- 
tary. 

IlEl'ORT     KROM    A    STANOINR    COiMMlTTEE.- 

Mr.  Reeves  from  the  committee  on  thef 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  House 
bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  5th^ 
7th,  8th,  and  9th  sections  of  an  actprovid- 
ing  for  runaway  slaves,  and  establishing  a 
general  depot  for  the  same,"  approved 
March  19  th,  1857. 

An  a«t  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory, 
submitted  a  favorable  report. 

And  the  same  Senator  from  th'e  same 
committee  to'  whom  wa»  referred  House 
bill  entitled : 

"An  act  to  repeal  an' act  entitleii  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  to  press  into' the  service  of  the 
State,  slaves  and  other  property,  for  the 
public  defense  of  the  State  during  the 
present  War,  approved  Jan.  1st  1863. 

Mr.  Clark  from  the  committee  on  Audit- 
ing and  supervising^  the  expenses  of  the 
Senaite,  submitted  the  following  Joint  reso- 
lution, which  underwent  its  several  read- 
ings and  it  was  adopted* 

Joint  resolution  providing'  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  iouisiana 
in  General  Assembly  convened,  That  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-three  dollars  be  appropriated  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  in  ol- 
der to  pay  and  defray  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Senate  at  the  first  session  of 
the  Tenth  iegislature,  in  payment  of  the 
following  bills,  numbered  from  No:  1  to 
No.  13,  viz  : 

To  Shreveport  News,  No. 

"  Phelps  &  Co. 

"  Caddo  Gazette  " 

"  A.  L.  Mershon  " 

"  John  M.  Carr  " 

"  Geo.  H.Hubbard     " 
"  South-Western  " 

'■  Dempser  Blackman  " 


Shr'portpost  office 


1 

$1808,00 

2 

323,00 

3 

284,00 

4 

245,00 

5 

100,00 

6 

78,oa 

7 

34,00 

8  $32,00 

9 

3,50 

10 

30^00 

OP  THE  SENATE. 


To  Thorn  vs  H.  Morris 
•'  E.  &  B.  Jacobs 
"  J.  W.  Mahle 


'i 


11 

30,00 

12 

10.00 

13 

G,00 

Hou»e  of  Representatires  Senate  bill  con- 
ciirr^'d  in  by  tlie  House  on  yesterday  en- 
titled •'  An  act  to  provide  for  the  punish- 
ment of  certain  crimes  and  offences.'' 


$2986,00 

On  raolioii  by  Mr.  Gantt,   the   report  ot 
the  co:n'nit,t«e  was  adopted,  and  the  Secre-      ,^,,    „^„  „ 
t.iry  was  direct;?d  to  request  the  signature  of|State  Printei. 
ihe  Speaker  of  the  House  thereto.  On  motion  by  Mr.  Barrow  the  rules  were 


ORDKRS   OK  TUK    DAI. 

House  Messages — 1st  Readings  : 
An    act  for   the"  relief  of  Tom   Bynuni, 


MllS-i.vOK  l''ao\t  TIIK  HOUSE. 

'»[;•.  Isaacson.  Clerk  of  the  Hoase,  re- 
quested the  return  to  the  House  of  Senate 
bill  entitled  : 

-An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
of  certain  criun's  and  offences." 

And  he  reqies^ed  iiie  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  House  bill  enitled  : 

An  act  to  orov  de  for  the  payment  of 
members,  oiricc's  and  contingent  expense> 
of  the  General  Aas'jmblv. 

Ai  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynura, 
State  Printer. 

An  act  to  autho-ize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  per.sons  of  color. 
An  a  ;t  to   provid.?  for  the   election  of  a 
(own  constable  in  the  town  of  Opelouas. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  Government 
authorities  for  the  issuing  of  provisions  and 
other  necessarie-s.  of  the  families  of  persons 
in  the  military  and  naval  service. 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  take 
and  fde  the  affidavit  required  by  the  Act 
'•utitled  : 

"An  act  relative  to  proceedings,  in  courts 
of  Justice  in  this  State."  approved  June 
0th,  18!i3. 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice. 
of  the  parish  of  DeSoto.  to  adopt  the  minor. 
George  W.  Guice  and  Martha  M.  Jordan, 
of  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks. 
KEi'onr  or  coM.viiTTEi!;  ok  free  confer- 
ence. 
Mr.  Reeves,  from  the  committee  of  free 
conference  of  both  Houses  in  regard  to  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  both  Houses  to  House 
bill  entitled  : 

All  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  An  act 
relative  to  judicial  proceedings  against  per- 
sons in  the  militaay  or  naval  service,  ap- 
proved 21st  December,  IStil,  submitted  the 
following  report,  to-wit : 

The  Senate  agree  to  recede  from  its 
.-uuendments  to  the  1st  section.  And  the 
House  amends  the  Senate's  amendment  by 
adding  the  word  "  sequestration"  to  the  3d 
section. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  adopted  and  the  Secre- 
tary wa.s  directed. 

SETIKN  OF  A  IJIMj  TO  THE  IIOUSC. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  and  in  compli 
ance  with  the   request  of  the  House,   the 


Secretary  wa.s  directed  to  return  to  the 'of. 


suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  1st  and 
2d  rendings,  and  the  1st  section  was  the<i 
taken  up. 

Section.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
h1,  That  the  sum  of  seVen  thousand  dollars 
)e' allowed  and  paid  to  Tom  Bynum.  on  his 
iwu  warrant,  oill  of  any  money  in  the  State 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  in 
payment  for  printing  the  journal  and  acts 
of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  lield  at 
Opelousas  in  December,  1863,  and  January 
1863. 

On  motion  by  .Ur.  Barrow,  thelst  sec- 
tion was  amended  by  striking  out  in  the_3d 
ine  the  word  '•  seven"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  "  five." 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 
The  2d  section  was  read  and  adopted. 
And  Ihe  bill  underwent  its  2d  and  3d 
.•eadings  and  it  was  concurred  in  a.«!  amend- 
ed, and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  in- 
form the  House  thereof. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 

members,  officers  and  contingent  expenses 

f  the  General  Assembly. 

On  motion  by   Mr.  McDonald,  this   bi]l 

underwent  its  1st  and  2d  readings  and  it 

was  considered. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed. That  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriat- 
ed out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  the  mileage  and 
per  diem  to  which  they  are  respectively 
entitled,  to  pay  the  officers  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  and  to  pay 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  General 
Assembly,  the  same  to  be  paid  by  th(? 
Treasurer  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts.  , 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  1st  sec- 
tion was  amended  bv  striking  out  in  the  3d 
line  the  word  "  fifteen"'  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof  the  word  *"  twenty-five.'' 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

The  2d  section  was  read  and  adopted. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,   this  WU 
underwent  its  2d   and  3d  readings,  it   v/as 
concurred  in  as  amended  and  the   Secreta- 
ry was  directed  to  inform  the  House  there- 
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An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  persons  of  color. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Jioore  the  rules  were 
STippended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  said  bill. 

Section  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  H.  use  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed. That  the  Goveruer  of  this  State  be  and 
he  i6  hereby  authorized  to  call  into  the  ser- 
vice 01  this  State  all  free  nun  of  color,  res- 
ident in  this  State,  between  the  ages  ot  six- 
teen and  fiity-Bve,  not  physically  and  men- 
tally disabled,  and  to  place  them  in  such 
branches  of  the  service  as  he  may  deem 
compatible  with  their  civil  .^fatus. 

And  the  1st  section  was  adopted. 

Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted,  &c.,  That 
to  efliect  this,  the  Governor  be  authorized 
to  adopt  vi'hatever  system  of  enrollment  he 
may  deem  most  expedient. 

And.  the  second  section  was  adopted. 

Section  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c., 
That  when  said  free  persons  of  color  shall 
liave  been  called  iii>o  the  service,  they  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions, and  shall  receive  the  same  compen- 
sations as  other  persons  in  the  same  branch 
es  of  the  service. 

And  the  third  section  was  adopted. 

Section  4.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.. 
That  the  Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  transfer  said  persons  of  color  to 
the  Confederate  Government  whenever  the 
enrollment  of  said  persons  shall  have  been 
completed  :  provided  said  persons  of  color 
shallbe  exempt  from  said  .-ervice  bj  put- 
ling  an  able-bodied  slave  in  his  place  and 
stead. 

Mr.  Gantt  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso in  the  section,  which  was  lujt  agreed 
to  and  the  4ti)  section  was  adapted. 

Section  5.  Be  it  further  enacted,  &c.. 
That  this  act  take  efl^ct  J'4<;in  and  alter  Us 
passage. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  and  on  final  passage  Mr.  Gantt 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  they  were  or- 
dered and  being  taken  resulted  as  follows, 
to-wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Ceco,  Clark,  Ful 
ler,  Lott,  Moore,  Reeves,  Rogers,  (Sanders 
and  Texada.    10  Senators. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barrow,  Gantt,  Gray, 
Taylor  and  Weightman.    5  Sen4itors. 

So  the  'bill  passed. 

And  the  .Secretary  was  directed  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  authorities  for 
the  issuing  of  provisions  and  oSher  neces- 
saries for  the  families  of  persons  in  the  mil- 
itary or  naval  service. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
leadings,  it  was  concurred  in  and  the  Sec- 


retary was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  election  of  a 
Town  Constable  in  the  town  of  Opi-lousas. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  this  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  rejected. 

SECOXn   RE.VDINi;^. 

Joint  Resolution  to  rescind  t'le  former 
resolution  of  adjournment  of  this  Legisla- 
ture. 

Resolved,  That  the  re.solution  Gxiag  the 
date  of  the  adjournment  sine  die  ot  the 
General  Assembly  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rescinded  and  that  the  said  adjournment 
be  fixed  for  Saturday,  13th  instant,  at  12 
o'clock,  M. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada.  the  above 
Joint  Resolution  was  amended  by  strikin;f 
out,  the  words  -  Saturday,  l;5,''  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  tliereof "  to-niorrou'.  1  Ith." 

And  Joint  Resolution  as  amended  under- 
went its  "id  and  3d  readings,  it  was  con- 
curred in  and  the  St^cr(V,ary  was  directed  to 
inform  the  House  Iheieof. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  it«ne  change  Treasury  notes. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  this  bill  underwent  its  2d  and 
3d  readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  therein. 

On  motion  by  J/r.  Gantt,  leave  was  grant- 
ed  him  to  reconsider  the  vote  given  on  yes- 
terday on  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
House  bill  entitled 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second  Ju- 
dicial District. 

The  reconsideration  being  granted,  the 
bill  was  taken  up  at  its  2d  reading. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  iState 
of  Louisiana,  in  General  Assembly  conven- 
ed, That  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be  and 
he  is  hereby  aulhoriz^'d  and  empowered  to 
ap^5oint  some  competent  and  discreet  per- 
son Judge  of  the  (Supreme  Court  for  the 
second  sup(-ome  judicial  district,  in  the 
place  of  Jiidu'e  Albert  Duffel,  deceased; 
whose  term  of  office  shall  continive  untill 
such  time  as  an  election  can  be  held  ia  soad 
supreme  judicial  district. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  this  bill  under- 
went its  2d  and  3d  readings,  and  on  its  final 
passage  Mr.  Barrow  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  they  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follOM'S,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clark,  Fuller,  Gantt.Gray. 
Lott.  Reeves,  i?ogers,  Sanders,  Taylor,  and 
Texada.     10  Senaters, 

Nays — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  McDonald 
Pond  and  WeightmaB.    5  Senators. 

So  t'Jie  bill  passed. 

And  the  Secretaiy  was  dii«jted  to  inform 
the  House  thereof. 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oatli  to 
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be  taken  by  Attorneys  at  Law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiaua. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
the  House  being  to  insert  in  the  15th  line 
of  the  1st  section,  after  the  word  'personal' 
before  the  word  •'  certificate"  and  to  strike 
out  the  3d  section. 

Ou  motion  by  Mr.  W^lghlman.fciie  House 
amendment  was  concarred  in,  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  inforhi  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  amend  and  re-enact  the  4th,  7th, 
Stb,  and  9lh  sections  ef  an  act  entitled: 

An  act  providing  f©r  runaway  slaves  and 
e-<tablishing  a  general  deiiot  for  the  same, 
approved  March  iyth.1857. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  rules  were 
suspended  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
readings,  it  passed  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Keeves,  the  rules  were 
suspendeil,  this  bill  underwent  its  several 
readings^  it  was  concurred  in  and  the  Sec- 
retary was  directed  to  inform  the  House 
thereof. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  authorize  the  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  to  press  into  the  service  of  the 
State  slaves  and  other  property  for  the 
public  defence  ol  the  State  during  the 
present  war,  approved  June  Ist,  lS6'.i. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  also  indefin- 
itely postponed.. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THB    HOUSG. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative, informed  the  Senate  that  the 
House  Jaad  concurred  in  Senate's  amend 
ments  to  House  joint  resolution,  extending 
the  session  of  this  Legislature  until  to- 
morrow at  12  o'clock,  M. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  claims  against 
the  Contederate  government. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer. 

That  the  House  had  also  concurred  in 
Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and  State 
Tax  Collectors,  and  with  amendments  in 
Senate  bill  entitled.: 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  By  attorneys-at-law  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

And  he  requested  the  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  ib'enate  to  House  enrolled 
bills  entitled ; 

An  act  to  establish  rules  and  articles  for 
the  government  of  the  army  and  militia  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 
An  act  to  establish  a  mining  and  manufac- 
turing Bureau  for  the  6'tate. 

An  act  to  amend  the  4th,  7th,  8th.  and 
9th  sections  of  an  act  providing  for  runa. 
way  slaves,  and  establishing  a  general  de- 
pot for  the  same,  approved  March  19th, 
1857. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  contin- 


gent expenses  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  the  present  session. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
members,  officers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  claims  against 
the  Confederate  government. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  Supreme  Judge  for  the  second  Ju- 
dicial  Districts 

An  act  to  establish  a  State  Laboratory. 

.Vn  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  call 
into  the  State  service  free  persons  of  color. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  : 

An  act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings 
against  persons  in  the  military  or  naval 
service^  approved  21st  Dec.  18GI. 

An  act  iov  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and  State 
Tax  Collectors. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  printing  and 
distribution  of  the  acts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  the  General  Assembly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Assessors  of 
the  different  parishes  of  this  State  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ellen  O.  Mi\l»r, 
wife  of  G.  W.  iJf  iller,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Flana- 
gan, wife  of  Allen  t'lanagan  deceased.         ■ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  C.  Wingard.     ■« 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Robson,  of 
the  Parish  of  Caddo. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  J.  Williams, 
late  Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  confinement  of 
persons  convicted  of  crimes,  punishable 
with  hard  labor  and  confinement. 

Which  bills  thereupon  received  the  sig- 
nature of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
were,  by  the  Secrietary,  transmitted  to  the 
House  of  Represeatatives. 

REPORTS  OP  ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  Weightman,  from  the  committee  on 
enrolled  bills, reported  as  correctly  enroll- 
ed  Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  to- 
wit ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sherifis  and  State 
Tax  Collectors. 

An  act  to  regulate  payment  from  the 
State  Treasury. 

An  act  to  confirm  certain  claims  to  laud, 
commonly  called  Rio  Hondo  claims. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removing  of  property  in  the  State  contrary 
to  law. 

An  act  to  emancipate  William  H.  Brum- 
met  a  minor. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap 
point  a  Collector  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
taxes  East  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men  East  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

An  act  to  authorize  certain  persons  to 
attach  themselves  to  any  company  in  the 
State  service. 

An  act  providing  for  the  distribution  of 
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tlie  journals  of  the    Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  thp 
general  expenses  of  the  State  for  the  year 
ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  18C5. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  acts  of 
spoliation  by  ofScers  of  the  Confederate 
States  Army. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegal  org^ii; 
ization  of  a  State  Government  by  the  Fed 
eral  authorities. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
iSertain  crimes  and  offerees. 

Ad  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  by  Attorneys  at  Law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

Which  bills  received  the  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  were,  by  Mr. 
Weightman,  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
on  enrolled  bills,  submitted  to  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,^  for  his  approval  and 
signature. 

MESSAGE  FfiDrf  TfiE  ffOUSE.- 

By  a  message  from  the  House,  through 
Mr.  Isaacson,  its  clerk,  the  Senate  was  in- 
formed that  the  House  had  concurred  in 
Senate  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
members,  oflBeers  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Greneral  Assembly. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  General  Assembly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Tom  Bynum, 
State  Printer. 

Joint  resolutions  relative  to  clarnaa  against 
the  Confederate  government. 

And  that  the  House  has  adopted  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  free  conference  in 
regard  to  the  disagreeing  votes  of  both 
Houses  in  relation  to  House   bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  Act  entitled  : 

An  act  relative  to  judicial  proceedings 
against  persons  in  the  military  or  naval 
service,  approved  21st  Dec,  18GL 

MESSAGE  i'ROM  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  secretary  of 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  intormed  the 
Senate  that  the  Governor  had  this  day 
signed  and  approved  Seoate  bills  of  the 
following  titles  to-wit : 

An  act  relative  to  the  pt^yment  of  sala- 
ries of  State  officers. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  raise 
a  company  of  mounted  men  East  of  the 
Mississippi  river. 

An  act  providing  for  the  printing  acd 
distribution  of  the  journal  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Kepresentatives. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  ap- 
point a  collector  to  receive  and  receipt  tor 
Taxes  East  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

An  act  to  regulate  payments  from  the 
State  Treasury. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  illegal 
oi^anization  of  a  State  government  by  the 
public  enemy. 


An  act  to  emancipate  William  Harrisoc 
Brnmmet,  a  minor. 

An  act  to  authorize  E.  Himenes  to  adopt 
Anna  and  Josephine  Armstrong,  as  his  le^ 
gilimate  heirs. 

An  act  to  authorize  J'ohu  J/noro,  Tutor, 
to  remove  certain  slaves  beyond  the  limils- 
of  the  State' 

An  act  to  abolish  the  office  of  the  Sl&ie 
Engineer. 

An  act  to' abolish  the  joffice' of  the  State 
l.iibrarian. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  seizing,  taking  or 
removal  of  any  property  in  the  State  con- 
trary to  law. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  illegalact*  of 
spoliation  by  officers  of  the  Confederate 
States  army.- 

An  act  to'  change  the  term  of  holding" 
court  in  the  parish  of  Caddo,  10th  judicial 
district. 

An  act  to'  authorize  certain  persons  to 
attach  themselves  to  any  military  company 
in  the  State  service. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Wheat, 
Sheriff  of  the  parish  of  St.  Helena. 

An  act  making   appropriations    for    the 
General  Expenses  of  the  State,  for  the  ycHr 
ending  the  31st  day  of  March,  1865. 
'    An  act  to  confirm  cei'tain  claims  to  land 
commonly  called  Rio  Hondo  claims. 

And  he  delivered  to  the  Senate  on 
the  part  of  his  Excellency,  the  Governor.  » 
sealed  Executive  communication.- 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  Senati? 
proceeded  with  closed  doors,  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  and,  after 
some  time  therein  spent,  the  dbors  were 
reopened,  when  on  motion  by  Mr.  Clark 
the  Senate  adjourned  until  to-moiTow  at 
9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Thwrsdat,  February  II,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Present — Mr.  Benjamin  W.  Pierce,  iieut. 
Governor,  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond,  Reeves 
Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks,  Weightoan 
Gray,  Moore  and  Clark — 18  Senators. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  with  pray- 
er offerred  by  Rev.  Mr.  T,  W.  Moseley. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  reading  ol 
the  journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed 
with  and  it  was  approved. 

DOCUMENTS   WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark,  leave  was  gran  - 
ted  him  to  withdraw   from  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  the  documents  annexed  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  pay 
to  the  Branch  of  the  Citizens'  Bank  certain 
sums  due  by  the  State   to    the    Citizens ' 
Bank." 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate  in  House  bills  entitled  : 

"An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  take 
and  file  the  affidavit  required  by  the  act 
entitled,  an  act  relative  to  proceedings  in 
courts  of  justice  in  this  State,  approved 
June  19,  1863." 

Au  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice, 
of  the  parish  of  DeSoto,  to  adopt  the  minor. 
George  W.  Guice  and  Martiia  Jordan,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto.  Joint  resolution  of 
tiianks. 

He  informed  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  concurred  in  Senate  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  issue  chan<re  notes. 

HOUSE    BILLS   CONCURRED     IN. 

On  motion  by  Mr  Clark,  the  rules  wers 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  entitled 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto,  to  adopt  the  Minors 
George  \V.  Guice  and  Martha  M.  Jordan  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto. 

Which  underwent  its  several  readings, 
it  was  concurred  in  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  entitled  : 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  t )  take 
and  file  the  affidavit  required  by  the  Act 
entitled  : 

"An  act  relative  to  proceedings  in  courts 
of  Justice  in  this  State,"  approved  June 
Dth^  1863. 

Which  underwent  its  several  readings,  it 
was  concurred  in,  and  the  Secretary  was  di- 
rected to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Reeves,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  House  Joint  Resolution 
entitled  "Joint  Resolution  of  Thanks,'" 
which  underwent  its  several  readings,  it 
was  concurred  in,  and  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  inform  the  House  thereof. 

REPORT  OK  AN  ENROLLED  BILL. 

Mr.  Weightmaii  from  the  committee  on 
enrolled  bills,  reported  as  correctly  enroll- 
ed. Senate  bill  entitled  : 

"Au  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  issue  change  Treasury  notes."  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  request  the 
signature  of  the  Speaker  thereto. 

RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  Moore  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolution,  which,  after  a  suspension  of  the 
rules.  UHderwent  its  several  readings  and  it 
Was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  joint  committee  of  three 

members  of  the   Senate   and members 

of  the  House  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his 


Excellency  the  Governor,  and  inform  him 
that  the  two  Houses  had  disposed  of  the 
business  before  them,  and  were  ready  te 
receive  any  communication  ho  may  be 
pleased  to  make  them. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  Senate 
proceeded  with  closed  doors  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Executive  business,  and  after 
gome  time  therein  spent,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  H003B. 

Mr.  Isaacson,  Clerk  of  the  House,  inform- 
ed the  Senate  that  the  Speaker  of  the  house 
had  signed  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  Government 
authorities  for  the  issuing  of  provisions  and 
other  necessaries,  for  the  families  of  per- 
sons in  the  military  and  naval  service. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  sheriffs  and  tax 
collectors. 

An  act  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to 
be  taken  by  Attorneys  at  iaw  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  issue  change  notes. 

Which  bills  received  the  signature  of  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  and  were  by  Mr. 
Weightman,  submitted  to  his  Excellency, 
the  Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signa- 
ture. 

By  the  same  message  the  signature  of 
the  President  of  the  Senate  was  requested 
to  House  enrolled  bills  entitled 

\.n  act  authorizing  the  Governor  to  ar- 
range with  the  Confederate  authorities  for 
the  issuing  of  provisions  and  other  necessa- 
ics  for  the  families  of  persons  in  the  mili- 
tary or  naval  service. 

An  act  to  authorize  litigants  in  the  par- 
ishes east  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  take 
and  file  the  affidavit  required  by  the  act 
entitled 

"An  act  relative  to  proceedings  in  courts 
of  justice  in  this  State,  approved  June  19, 
18(33." 

An  act  authorizing  Jefferson  J.  Guice,  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto.  to  adopt  the  minors 
George  W.  Guice  and  Martha  M.  Jordan  of 
the  parish  of  DeSoto,  and  Joint  Resolution 
of  thanks. 

He  informed  the  »Senate  that  the  House 
had  concurred  in  Senate's  resolution  foi  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait 
on  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  in  order 
to  inform  him  that  the  Legislature  was 
ready  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

And  that  the  Speaker  had  appointed 
Messrs.  Mott,  Jamison,  Foulhouze,  Snider 
of  Bossier  and  Head,  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  house. 

REPORT  FROM  SELECT  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Moore,  chairman  of  the  joint  commit- 
tee of  botU  houses  appointed  to  wait  on  his 
excellency  the    Governor,  and  inform  him 
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that  the  General  Assembly  was  ready  to 
adjourn,  inform  the  Senate  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  that  duty  and  that 
his  Excellency  the  Governor,  had  only  a 
message  to   communicate  to  the  Senate. 

MESSAGE  >-ROM  THE    GOVfcRKOR. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Favrot,  private  Secretary  of 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  informed  the 
Senate  that  the  Governor  had  this  day  ap- 
proved and  signed  the  following  Senate, 
bills,  viz  : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sheriffs  and  State 
tax  collectors. 

An  prescribing  an  additional  oath  to  be 
taken  by  attorneys  at  law  in  the  State  of 
iouisiana. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  to  issue  change  Treasury  notes. 


An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  and  oflences. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

By  a  message  from  the  House  of  Keprc- 
sentatives,  through  Mr.  Isaacson,  its  Clerk, 
ihe  Senate  was  informed  that  the  lions'; 
had  no  further  communication  to  miikc.and 
was  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

Mr.  John  Moore,  the  President  pro  tein. 
returned  his  thanks  to  the  Senate  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  adopted  on  yesderday.  in 
an  eloquent  and    patroitic  maner. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Reeves,  the  Senate  ad,^ 
journed  sine  die. 

W.  F.  WAGNEU, 
Secretary  of  the  Spnalt\ 
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SiiREVEPOuT,  January  23(1  1864. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— Hon.  Henry  W.  Hyams,  Lient. 
Wovernor  and  President  of  the  Senate — 

Messrs.  Abney,  Butler,  Clark,  Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  JJfcDonald,  Moore, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 15  Senators. 

The  President  submitted  to  the  Senate 
the  following  communication  from  his  Ex- 
celkncy,  the  Governor,  to-wit: 

No.  I. 
ExccTivE  Office.  Shreveport,  La., 
January  23d,  1864. 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Aienvbers  of  the  Louisiana  Senate: 
Gentlemen  : — Since  the  close  of  your 
last  session  I  have  nominated  and  appoint- 
ed the  following  persons,  subject  to  the 
conturrence  of  your  honorable  body, 
viz  : 

A.  L.  Tucker,  Notary  Public  fer  the  par 
ish  of  St.  Mary,  July  15th,  1863. 

J.  P.  Harris,  Notary  Public  for  the  par- 
ish of  Caddo,  July  20th,  1863. 

J.  J.  Harris,  Notary  Public  for  the  par- 
ish of  Bienville,  Nov.  17th,  1868. 

Victor  Burthe,  Commissioner  to  distri- 
kute  the  relief  fund,  according  to  Act  No. 
24.  approved  June  18th,  1863,  Nov.  28th 
1863. 

Joseph  M.  Moore,  Register  of  Land  Of- 
ice  at  Opelousas,  January  2d,  1864. 

Felix  Metoyer,  Receiver  of  PuWic  mon- 
eys for  the  North- Western  District  of  Lou- 
si  ana,  at  Natchitoches.  Oct.  6th  1863. 

Also  a  reprieve  to  Joseph  Frank,  who 
was  convicted  in  the  district  court  in  the 
parish  of  Caddo  ou  the  16th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment 
for  forty  days  and  to  fine  of  two  hundred 
dollars  and  to  pay  cost  of  suit,  releasing 
him  from  imprisonment  upon  paying  the 
fine  and  cost  of  suit. 
Fattersoa  Columbus  Rogers,  Sheriff  of 


the  parish  Natchitoches  vice  J.  W.  Norris, 
deceased,  July  2d.  1863. 

(Signed]       THOMAS  O.  MOORE, 

Governor.  '■"■ 
On    motion   by    Mr.    Moore,    the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  following  nom- 
inations and  appointments,  to-wit : 

J.  P.  Harris,  to  be  Notary  Public  in  and 
for  the  parish  of  Caddo. 

Joseph  M.  Moore,  to  be  Register  of  the 
Land  OflSce  at  Opelousas. 

Felix  Jietoyer,  to  be  Receiver  of  publie 
moneys  for  the  North- Western  District  of 
Louisiana  atNatchitockes. 

Patterson  Columbus  Rogers,  to  be  Sher- 
iff of  the  Parish  of  Natchitoches,  vice  J.  W. 
Norria,  deceased. 

Victor  Burthe,  to  be  Commissioner  to 
distribute  the  relief  fund,  according  to  Act 
No.  24,  approved  June  10th,  1863. 

And  on  a  further  motion  by  the  same 
Senxtor  to  confirm  and  approve  of  said 
nominations,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the 
following  was  the  result  of  the  vote  to-wit : 
Yea.s — Messrs.  Abney,  Butler,  Coco, 
Clark,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore» 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman— 15  Senators. 
Nays— None. 

So  the  above  nominations  and  appoint- 
ments were  unanimously  confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weightman,  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  was  removed  so  far  aa 
the  action  of  the  Senate  and  the  nomina- 
tions just  confirmed  were  concerned. 

On  motion  the  nominations  of  A.  L« 
Tucker  and  J.  J.  Harris,  and  the  reprieve 
of  Joseph  Franks,  were  ordered  to  lie  over 
under  the  rules.  _  ."13 

On  motion  the  Executive  session  adjourti- 
ed,  and  the  doora  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
opened 


Wednesday,  Jan.  27tb,  1864i 
The  Senate  met  in  Executive  seBsiom  "' 
Present— Mr.   Lewis    TexadSj'  in   tto 
chair —  ■'       ' 


t 
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Messrs.  Abney.  Barrow.  Coco.  Gantt, 
Gray,  Lott,  McDonald.Moore.  Pond.  Reeves 
Rogers,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightmaa— 15 
Senators. 
_  The  journal  of  the  last  Executive  ses- 
sion was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  A.  L.  Tacker,  to  be  Notary  Public 
in  and  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  on  a  call 
of  the  roH.  the  following  was  the  resnlt  of 
the  vote,- to-wit : 

leas-^-ili-.  Lewis  Texada,  in  the  chair, 
and  Messrs.  Abhey,  Barrow,  Coco.  Gantt. 
Gray,  Lott,  McDonald.itfoore:  Pond,Reeves 
Rogers,  Wa  1,  Weaks  and   Weightman- 15. 

Nays — None. 

Consequently  said  nonination  was  unan- 
imously confirmed. 
_  On  motion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  nomina 
tion  of  J.  J.  Harris,  to  be  Notary  Public  in 
and  for  the  parish  of  BienviUe,  was  ordered 
to  lie  over. 

On  motion  of  Mx.  Xott,  the  reprieve 
gl'anted  to  Joseph  Frank  who  was  convic- 
ted in  the  District  out  of  the  parish  of 
Caddo,  on  the  16th  day  of  November,  1863 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  forty 
days  and  to  a  fine  of  two  hundred  dollars  and 
to  pay  costs  of  suit,  releasing  him  from 
imprisonment  upon  paying  the  fine  and 
costs  was  also  ordered  to  lie  over. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned,  and  tba  doors  were'  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened. 


THDRSD.iY,  Jan'.28tli,  1864'. 
The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 
Present— 3ir.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
iem.  of  the  Senate,  in  the  chair — 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow.  CJarl^.  Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray,  iott,  Pond,  Reeves,  Rogers 
Texada,  Weaka  and  Weightman.— 14  Sen 
tore. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from 
Mb  Excelleney,  the  Governor,  to-wit  : 
.^.  No.  2. 

ExECDTiVE  Office,  Shreveport  ia 
January  28th,  1864. 
To  the  Hon.  ike  Fresiderd  and 
i^  Memhers  of  the  Louisiana  Smate, 
■  Gentlemen  :— I  haye  the  hiOnor  t,o  nom- 
inate and  by  and  with  the  ai^vice  of  the 
Senate  to  appoint  James  B.  Smith,  Judge  of 
ttie  Filth  Judicial  District  couf(  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  vice  C.  G.  Avp  y;re 
signed. 

]^espectfuUy,  your  ob't.  serv't. 

HENRY  W.  AL^EN. 

Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by,  Mr,  Pond,  the  rules  were 

suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 

Consideration  of  the  above  nomination,  and 

on  a  further  motion  to  confirm  the  same, 


the  roll  wa^  called  and  the  following  was 
the  result  of  the  vole,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Messi-s.  Abney,  Bairow,  Clark, 
Coco,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  Moore.  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Weaks  and' 
Weightman — 14  (b'enators. 

Nays — None. 

So  thenonination  was  unapknously  con; 
firmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  injunction^ 
of  secresy  was  removed  on  the  action  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  said  nonination. 

On  motion  by  Jir.  Glark,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  reprieve' 
sjranted  by  his  Excellency.  Thomas  O. 
Moore,  ex-Governor  of  this  State,  to  Joseph 
Frank,  who  was  convicted  in  the  district 
court,  of  the  parish  of  Caddo,  on  the  16tb 
day  of  November,  18G3,  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  forty  days  and  to  a  fine- 
of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  to  pay  costs  of 
suit,  releasing  him  |from  the  imprisonment 
\ipon  paying  the  fine  and  costs. 

And  on  motion  bj  Mr.  iott,  to  concur 
n  the  same,  the  roll  was  called  and  the 
following  was  the  result  of  the  vote,  viz  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney.  Clark,  Coco,  Lott, 
Moore,  Texada  and  "Weaks — 8  Senators. 
Nays — Messrs.- Barrow,  Gantt,  Gray,  Pond 
Rogers  and  Weightman — 6  Senators. 

Se  the  Senat'e  concurred  in   the  reprieve. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  injunction  of 
secresy  was  removed  on  the  action  of  the 
Senate  on  said  seprieve.- 

On  motion  by  Mr.- Gantt,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned,  and  the  doors  were  tfr-' 
dered  to  be  re-opened. 


Friday.  Jan.  29th,  1864, 

The  S  mate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present — Mr.  Lewis  Texada,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Clark,  Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott. McDonald,  Moore,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
mau— 16  Senators. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to-wit : 

No.  3. 

ExEfCTiTE  OFne^,  fe 
Shreveport,  La.,  Jan.  29th,  1864.   I 
To  the  Hoiwrahle  the  President 

and  Meinbers  of  the  Smote  : 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  apd,  witti  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Edward  iSeGeneres,  Roger  B.  Marshall,  as 
Notaries  Public  for  the  parish  of  Avoy'" 
elles.'     ■     '  '  '  , 

John  F«  Stephens,  as  Notary  Public  for 
the  parish  of  Bienville. 

Vincent  Walker  as  Notary  Public  for  the 
parish  vt  Bossier. 

James  Welch,  W.  A.  Grice,  as  Notaries 
Public  for  the  parish  of  St.  Helena. 

I^espectfuUy,  your  ob't  serv't.         ■■' 
HKNRY  W.  ALLBN,      I- 
Goveinor  State  of  Lousisiana. 


OF    THE    SE.VATE. 


Oa  motion  by  31t  Gray,  the  rules  were 
suspeaded  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  nominations  and  ap- 
pointments contained  in  the  above  com 
niunieation,  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lott.  to 
confirm  tbe  same,  the  roll  was  called,  and 
the  following  was  the  result  of  the  vote  to- 
wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow.  Cooo. 
Clark,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore, 
Poad,  Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightmiu.     16  Senators. 

Nays — None. 

Consequently  the  above  nominations  and 
aopoiatiujuts  were  nnanimously  confirm- 
ed. 

0;i  motion  by  Mr.  Miore,  the  injunction 
of  se^resy  was  rem  )ved  on  the  action  o( 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  nominations. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Exe- 
cutive session  adjourned,  and  the  doors 
were  ordered  to  be  re-opened. 

Saturday,  ./anuary  30th,  1834. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tern,  of  the  Senate,  in  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Barrow,  Butler,  Clark,  Coco. 
Gantt.  Gray,  Lott,  Pond,  Reeves,  Rogers. 
Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman.  15 
Senators. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid   before   the 
Senate  the  followiug   communication   from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit  : 
No.  4. 

Executive  Office,  j 
Shreveport,  Jan.  30th,  1864.      j 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Senate  : 

I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint 
Henry  Hawford,  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
the  parish  of  East  Feliciana. 

J.  B.  Norman,  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
parish  of  DeSoto. 

Respectfullv,  your  ob't.  serr't. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  tho  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  ot  the  appointments  in  said 
communication  contained,  and  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Clark  to  confirm  the  same,  the  roll 
was  called  and  following  was  the  result  of 
the  vote,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Mr.  Moore  in  the  chair,  and 

ilfessrs.  Barrow.  Butler.  Coco,  Clark. 
Gantt.  Gray,  Lott,  Pond,  Keeves,  Rogers. 
Texada.  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman.  15 
Senators. 

Nays.    None. 

Consequently  the  nominations  were  unan- 
imously confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weak>,  the  injunction 
)f  secresy  was  removed  on  the  action  of 
the  f  enate  in  regard  to  these  nominations 


On  motion  by  Mr.  iott.  the  Executive 
session  adjourned,  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened. 

MoND.iY,  February  1st,  1S64. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— J/r.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tem  of  t'le  Senate,  and 

Messrs  Abney,  Barrow,  B -.tier,  Clark, 
Coco,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond, 
Reeves.  Rogers,  texada.  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 17  Senators. 

The  journal  of  last  Saturday  was  read 
and  approved. 

The  President  pro   tem   laid   before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication   from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit : 
No.  5. 

Executive  Office,  f 
Shreveport,  February  1st,  1864.      ^ 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Senate  : 

I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  ot  the  Senate  appoint 
Paul  Eugene  Guillaman,  John  McDonald, 
William  S.  Cushman,  Joel  II.  Sandoz,  Geo. 
\V.i»/arsh.  John  F.  Smith,  II.  W.  Robinet, 
Fohn  F.  Morrough,  Notaries  Public  in  and 
for  the  parish  of  St.  Landry, 

Joseph  Simmons,  Dawsey  Lewis,  Notaries 
Public  in  and  for  the  Parish  of  Washing- 
ton. 

Frederick  Williams,  Notary  Public  in  and 
for  the  parish  of  Natchitoches. 
Respectfully. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  /5'tate  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  nominations  of  Nota- 
ries Public  in  and  for  the  Parish  of  St. 
Landrey,  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Butler,  the 
rules  were  also  suspended  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Notary 
Public  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Natchito- 
ches, and  on  a  further  motion  to  confirm 
the  same  the  roll  was  called  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the  result  of  the  vote  to-wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Butler, 
Clark,  Coco.  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald. 
Moore,  Pond,  Rogers,  Reeves,  Texada . 
Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 17  Sena- 
tors. 

Nays— None. 

So  the  above  nominations  were  unani- 
mously confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  nomination 
of  Notaries  Public  in  and  for  the  parish  o. 
Washington  were  ordered  to  lie  over  under 
the  rules. 

On  motion  by  Jlr.  Gantt  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  wag  removed  so  far  as  the  action 
of  the  Sona'e  on  the  confirmation  of  the 
above  appointments  was  concerned. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Rv- 
ecutive  session  adjourned  and  the  door.s 
were  ordered  to  be  reopenel. 


EXECUTIVE    JOURNAL 


Tuesday,  February  2d, 1864. 
The  .Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 
Present — Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow.  Clarlc.  Coco. 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott.McDonald,  Pond,  Reeves 
Rogers  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 16  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gray,  the  reading  oi 
the  journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed 
with  and  it  was  approved. 

The  president  pro  tem.   submitted  to  the 
(Senate  the   following  communication  from 
Lis  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to- wit : 
No.  6. 
Executive  Office,  Shreveport,  La 
February  2d, 1864. 
To  the  Hon.  the  President  and 

Members  of  Louisiana  Senate  : 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  a:id  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Thomas  W.  6^cott,  Abel  J.  Norwood,  John 
McKeeyen,  of  East  Feliciana,  John  N, 
Evans,  James  Howell,  of  West  Feliciana 
-the  Board  of  Administrators  of  the  Insane 
lAsylum  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
I  Respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv-t. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana 
"Oa;motion  byMr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
•suspended  andthe  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
.consideration  of  said  nominations,  a,id  on 
■a' further  motion  to  confirm   the   same    the 
roll  was  (CSjlled  and  the   following  was    the 
result  of  tl>e  vote,  to-wit : 
Yeas — IV^assrs.    Abney,     Baxrow,    Coc  o 
^  r!lark,  Gantt,(Gray .  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore  \ 
'Pond,     JJeav^s,   Rogers,     Texada,,     Wall, 
Wes^s    ani^    Weightman— ,16  .Senators. 
^4ays— None. 

''So  the  above  noHjinntions  vver*   unani- 
i;tnbusly  confirmed. 

The  President  pro  tem.  ■also  laid  before 
^he  Senate  the  following  commujiBcation 
drom  his  Ej^cellency  the  Governoi:,  to-wit : 
^'' ■  No.  7. 

Execctive^Opfke,  1 
Shreveport,  La.,  Feb.  2,  1863.     j 
To  the  Honorable  t/»e  President  atvi 

Members  of  the  henate  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  hon- 
-^.orable  body  the  official  bond  of  .the  Treas- 
laver  of  State,  for  your  approval. 

Very  respectlully,  your  obi-  serv  t. 
HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  ot  Louisiana. 
(BOND) : 
The  State  cf  Louisiana,  j 
Parish  of  Caddo.         j 

Know  all  men  by  these  Present : 
That  we,  Bagwell  L.  Defreese  as  pnnci- 
3al,and  J.  W.  McDonald,  J.  W.  Berry,  J^ 
Taylor,  M.  IB  Kidd,  John  Hampton  and 
M.  S.  Osborn  as  securities,  are  held  and 
finmly  bound  unto  Henry  W.  Allen,  Goy- 
.ernor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  to  hi? 
successors  in  office  in  the  sum  of  fifty  thou 


sand  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  which  wc 
bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us,  our  heirs  ex- 
ecutors, administrators  and  assigns  in  soli- 
do  by  these  presents,  signed  at  Shreveport, 
this  second  day  of  February,  1S64. 

The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is 
such  that  whereas  the  above  bonded  Bag- 
well L.  Defreese  was  duly  elected  Treas 
urer  of  the  /State  of  Lonisiana.  at  an  elec- 
tion held  in  said  State  on  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  1S63.  Now  if  the  said  Bag- 
well L.  Defreese  shall  faithfully  perform 
all  the  duties  required  or  which  may  be 
required  of  him  by  law,  this  obligation  to 
be  void  or  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and 
effect. 

Signed  B.  L.  Defreese. 


Ten  thousand  dollars 
Ten  thousand  dollars 
Ten  thousand  dollars 
Ten  thousand  dollars 
Ten  thousand  dollars 
Tea  thousand  dollars 


J.  W.  McDonald. 
J.  W.  Berry, 
J    G.  Taylor, 
M.  B.  Kidd, 
Jno.  Hampton, 
M.  S.  Osborn. 


;e 


State  ok  Louisiana,  ) 
Parish  of  Caddo,      j 

I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  am  worth  as  I 
believe,  the  sum  written  opposite  my  name 
after  the  payment  of  all  debts. 
Signed, 

J.  W.  McDonald, 
"  J.  W.  Berry, 

J.  G.  Taylor, 
"  M.B.  Kidd, 

"  Jno.  Hampton, 

M.  S.  Osborn- 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this 
2d  February,  1864. 

(Signed)        HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 

Governor  State  of  Lousiana. 
Approved  February  2d,  1861. 
(Signed;  HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 

Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark  the  rules  were 
su  spended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  said  Bond,  and  on  a  fur 
thei-  motion  to  approve  the  same,  the  roll 
was  called  and  the  following  was  the  result 
of  the  vote,  to-wit: 

Y«as— Messrs.    Abney.    Barrow,    Clark, 
Coco,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore, 
Pond,     Reeves,    Rogers,     Texada,    Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightman — 16  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  Senate  unanimously  approved  the 
Bond. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  injunction 
of  seciesy  was  removed  so  far  as  the  action 
of  the  Senate  in  Executive  session  of  this 
day  was  concerned. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Ex- 
ecutive session  adjourned  and  the  doors 
were  ordered  to  be  re-opened. 

same   DAT. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 
Present— Mr.    Lewis     Texada,    in    the 
chair — 

Messrs.    Abney,    Barrow,  Clark,  Coco, 


OF  THE   SENATE, 


"Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond,  Reeves 
Rogers,) Texada,  Wall,  VVeaks  aad  Weight- 
man — 16  Senators. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 

Senate  the   following  communication  from 

kis  Excelleney,  the  Governor,  to- wit  : 

No.  8. 

Executive  Office,  Shreveport  La,.  ) 

February  2d,  1864.      5 

To  the  Hon.  the  FresiderU  and 

Members  of  the. Louisiana  Senate, 

I  hereby  nominate  and  by   and  with  the 

advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate   appoint 

John  W.  Hays,  Rial  A.  Lancaster.  Notaries 

Public  in  and  for  the   parish  of  Claiborne. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv't. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN. 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  ifcDonald  the  rules  were 
"Suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  above  nomination,  and 
♦n  a  further  motion  to  confirm  the  same, 
the  roll  wa3  called  and  the  following  was 
the  result  of  the  vote,  to-wit : 

Messrs.  Abney,   Barrow,    Clark,    Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 14:  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  nonination  was  unanimously  con 
firmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  injunction 
of  secresy  was  removed  on  the  action  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  said  nonination. 

On  motion  the  Executive  session  adjourn- 
ed, and  the  doors  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
opened 

Thursday,  February,  4th,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present  Mr.  Samuel  Clark,  in  the  Chair. 

Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Gray,  iott,  McDonald  Pond,  Reeves, 
'Rogers,  Texada,  Weaks  and  Weightman. — 
16  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  reading  of 
the  journal  of  the  last  Executive  session 
was  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  (rf  the 
nomination  of  Joseph  Smmons  and  Daw- 
sey  Lewis,  to  be  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
the  parish  of  Washington,  and  on  a  further 
motion  ef  the  same  Senator  to  confirm  the 
same,  the  roll  was  called  and  the  following 
was  the  result  of  the  vote,  to-wit : 

Yeas — Mr.  Lewis  Texada,  in  the  chair, 
and  Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Coco,  Gantt, 
Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,itf oore,  Pond,Reeves 
Rogers,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman — 15. 

Nays — None. 

Consequently  said  nonination  was  unan- 
imously confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Xott,  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed  on  the  confirmation 
of  the  above  nominations. 


No.  9. 

ExEccTivE  Office,  j 
Shreveport,  La.  Feb.  4.  1864.      J 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

^lembers  of  iheSenate : 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advise  and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint 
John  Cavanough,  William  Forde  and  J.  H. 
C.  Barlow  Notaries  Public  in  and  for  ihe 
parish  of  Rapides. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN. 
Governor  State  of  iouisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Texada,  the  rules  were 
uspended,  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  abon?e  appointments  and 
on  a  further  motion  to  confirm  the  same  the 
roll  was  called  and  the  following  was  the 
result  of  the  vote,  te-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Abney,    Barrow,    Clark, 
Coco,  Fuller,  Gantt,  Oi-ay,  Lott,  McDonald, 
Pond,  Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks 
and  Weightman — 16  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

Consequently  said  appointments  were 
unanimously  confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  was  removed  in  regard  to  the 
nominations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered, to  be  re-opened. 


The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 
Present — Mr.  Samuel  Clark,  of  DeSoto, 
in  the  Chair. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  roll  call 
was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  of  the  last  Executive  ses- 
sion was  dispensed  with  and  it  was  ap- 
proved. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to-wit; 

No.  10. 

Executive  ©ffice,  / 
Shreveport,  February  5th,  1864.      J 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Senate  : 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Sena,te  appoint 
Thomas  F.  Noone,  Notary  Public,  in  and 
for  the  parish  of  East  Feliciana: 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 
suspended,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  above  appointment 
and  on  a  further  motion  to  confirm  the  same 
the  roll  was  called  and  the  following  was 
the  result  of  the  vote,  to-wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Abney,  Barrow,    Clark, 
Coco,  Fuller,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald, 
Pond,    iieeves.     Rogers,    Texada,    Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightman — 15  Senators. 
Nays — None. 


EXECUTIVE   JOIRVAI, 


Consequently  said  nomination  was  wnan- 
imously  confirmed. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  was  lemoyed  in  regard  to  the 
nominations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened, 

Saturday,  February  Gth,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive   session. 

Present— Mr.  Samuel  Clark,  of  DeSoto. 
in  the  Chair. 

Messrs.  Abney.  Barrow,  Coco,  Fuller, 
Gantl,  Lott,  McDonald,  Reeves,  Rogers, 
Texada.  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman— 
15  Senators. 

On  motion  bfMr.  Weaks,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  of  the  last  Execative  session 
was  dipensed  with  and  it  was  approved. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  Senate  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to-wit  : 

No.  11. 
ExECUTTTE  Office,  Shreveport,  La.  j 
February  Gth,  1864.      j 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  an  d 

Members  of  the  Senate  of  Louisiana: 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
F.  B.  Amoden,  Major  Scott,  Notaries  Pub- 
lic in  and  for  the  Parish  of '■Concordia;  J. 
Hunter  Collins,  of  West  Feliciana,  Admin- 
istrator of  Insane  Asylum,  vice  John  Mc- 
Kerven,  declined;  Hezekiah  Thompson,  of 
St.  Helena,  Director  of  the  New  Orleans 
Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Rialroad; 
Charles  McVea,  of  East  Feliciana,  Liquida 
tor  of  the  Clinton  and  Port  Hudson  Rail- 
road company;  Daniel  Johnson,  Pailsh 
Surveyor  of  the  parish  of  Rapides,  vice  J 
Duncan;  H.  H.  Womack,  A  L.  Wimbish, 
E.  L.  Armstead,  Notaries  Public  in  and  for 
the  parish  of  DeSoto. 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN.     * 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana . 
No.  12. 
Executive  Office,  Shreveport,  La.,  ?' 
February,  6th,  1864.       I 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Senate. 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,   appoint 
Rufus  J.  Moore,  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
the  parish  of  Carroll, 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pond,  the  rules  were 

suspended,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 

>  consideration  of  the  appointments  and 

^matlons  contained  in  the  two  foregoing 

\unications  from  his  Excellency,  the 

/nor,  and  on  a  further  motion  by  the 

/  Senator  to    confirm  and  approve  the 


same,  the  roll  was  called,  and   the  follow- 

:  was  the  result  of  the  vote  to-wit : 
Yeas — Messrs.    Abney.    Barrow,  Coco, 
Clark,     Fuller,   Gantt,   Lott,     McDonald, 
Pond,     Reeves,   Rogers,    Texada,    Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightman — 15  Senators. 

Nays — None. 

So  the  above  nominations  and  appoint- 
ments were  unanimously  confirmed. 

On  motion  by  M'*.  Texada,  the  injunc- 
tion of  secresy  was  remoA^ed  on  the  action- 
of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  above  nom- 
inations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned,  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered ta  be  re-opened. 

Monday.  Feb.  8th  1864. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— ilir.  John  Moore,  President'  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate,  in  the  chair — • 

Messrs.  Barrow,  Coco,  Clark,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Gray,  McDonald,  Reeves,  Rogei;:, 
Sanders,  Taylor,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 15  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  journal 
of  the  last  Executive  session  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  President  pro   tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following   communication  from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit : 
No.  13. 
Executive  Office,  Shreveport,  La.  | 
February  8th,  1864.      f 
To  the  Honorable  (he  President  and 
Members  of  the  Senate. 

I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Henry  Huish,  Frederick  Fisher,  [to  be  No- 
taries Public  in  and  for  the  parish  of  West 
Feliciana. 

William  McFee  to  be  Notary  Public  lor 
the  parish  of  Morehouse. 

Simeon  M.  Hart,  Geo.  W.  Kearney,  Estis 
Whitted,  to  be   Notaries-  Public  in  and  for 
the  parish  of  Natchitoches. 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governer  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Grantt,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  above  com  muni- 
cation,  and  on  a  further  motion  by  the  same 
Senator  to  confirm  and  approve  the  nomin- 
ations therein  contained,  the  roll  was  called 
and  the  following  was  the  result  of  the 
vote,  to-lvit : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barrow,  Coco,  Clark,  Ful- 
ler, Gantt,  Gray,  McDonald,  Moore,  Reeves 
Rogers,  Sanders,  Taylor,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman — 15  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  nominations  were  unanimously 
confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  injunc- 
tion of  secrecy  was  removed  on  the  ap" 
pointments  confirmed  this  day. 
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And  on  motion  by  the  same  Senator,  the 
Executive  session  adjourned  and  the  doors 
were  ordered  to  be  re-opened. 

Tuesday,  February  9,  186-1:. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pr  o 
tern,  of  the  Senate  in  the  chair — 

(Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow  Fuller,  Clark 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  itfcDonald,  Pond.  San- 
ders Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada, Wall,  Weaks 
and  WeigUtman— 16  >Senators. 

v)n  motion  by  Mr.  McDonald,  the  read- 
ing of  the  journal  of  the  last  Executive  ses- 
sion was  dispensed  with  and  it  was  ap- 
proved. 

The  President  submitted   to  the  Senate 
the  following  communication  from  his  Ex- 
cellency, the  Governor,  tp-wit : 
(No.  U. 

ExECDTiYE  Office.  Shreveport,  La.,  ) 
February  9,  1864.      5 

2o  Ihe  HonQrahle  the  President  aiid 

Members  of  ihe  Louisiana  Senate: 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Clairville  Bodreau,  to  be  Notary  Public  in 
and  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't. 
HENRY  W,  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
On    motion  by    Mr.  Sanders,   the  rules 
were  suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  following  nom- 
inations   and   on    a  further  motion  by  the 
same  Senator  to  confirm  the  same,  the  roll 
was  called  and  the  following  was  the  result 
of  the  vote,  to-wit  : 

Messrs.    Abney,  Barrow,  Clark,  Coco, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore,  Pond, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 16  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  above  nominations  were  unani- 
mously concurred  jn. 

On  motion  by  Mr-  Abney,  the  in- 
junction of  secrecy  was  removed  so  far  as 
the  above   nominations  was  concerned. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit : 
No.  15. 
ExECUTivH  Office,  ) 
Shreveport,  La.,  Feb.    9th,  1864.    J 
To  the  Honorable  the  President 

and  Memlers  of  the  Senate  : 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  6'enate  appoint 
John  B.  Dunnington  and  George  Colmer, 
to  be  Notaries  Public  in  and  for  the  parish 
of  Livingston. 

And  Adolphe  Grass  to  be  Notary  Public 
jn  and  for  the  parish  of  Iberville. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed)         HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 

Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  above  nomination. 

And  oq  a  further  motion  by  the  sama 
Senator  to  confirm  and  approve  of  said 
nominations,  the  roll  was  called,  and  the 
following  was  the  result  of  the  vote  to-wit  : 
Yeas — Messrs,  Abney ,Butler,  Coco,  Pond, 
Clark,  Gantt,  Gi-ay,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore, 
Reeves,  Rogers,  Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and 
Weightman— 1 6  Senators. 
Nays— None. 

So  the  nomination  was  unanimously  cor- 
firmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  the  injunction  of 
secresy  wbs  removed  on  the  action  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  these  nominations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gantt,  the  Executiv* 
session  adjourned,  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened. 

Wednesday,  Feb,  |Oth,  1864. 

The  S  'nate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— Mr.  John  Moore,  President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Senate. 

Messrs.  Abney  ,Barrow,  Coco,  Clark.FuUer, 
Gantt,  Gray,  McDonald,  Reeves,  Rogers, 
Sanders,  Taylor,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weight- 
man — 15  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Weaks,  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  of  the  last  Executive  session 
was  dipensedwith  and  it  was  approved. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from 
his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit : 

No.  16. 
Executive  Office,  Shreveport,  La. ) 
February  10th,  1864.     j 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  Senaie. 
I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
Edward  E.  Harrington,  Notaries  Public  in 
and  for  the  parish  of  Carroll. 
Respectfully, 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governer  State  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr  Lott,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  nominations  and  ap- 
pointments contained  in  the  above  com- 
munication, and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lott,  to 
confirm  the  same,  the  roll  was  called,  and 
the  following  was  the  result  of  the  vote  to- 
wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs,   Abney,   Barrow,    CoQo, 
Clark,  Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore, 
Pond,    Reeves,    Rogers,     Texada,    Wall, 
Weaks  and  Weightman.    16  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

Consequently  the  above  nominations  and 
appointments  were  unanimously  confirm- 
ed. 

The  President  pro  tem.  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from 
bis  Exc«U«ncy,  the  GovemcH:,  to-wit : 
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No.  17. 

ExBccTiTE  Office,  j 
Shreveport,  Feb.  10th,  18G4.     [ 
To  the  Honorahlc  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  Senate  : 

I  hereby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint 
Peter  E  Bonford  to  be  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
First  District,  vice  A.  M.  Buchanan,  im- 
peached. 

Thomas  C.  Manning  to  be  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  icuisiana. 
Second  District,  vice  Albert  Duffel  de- 
ceased. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv^t. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  by  Mr,  Moore,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  appointments  in  said 
message  contained,  and  on  motion  by  the 
same  Senator  the  roll  was  called  and  the  fol- 
lowing was  the   result  of  the  vote,  to-wit : 

Messrs.  Barrow,  Butler,  Coco,  Clark, 
Gantt,  Gray,  Lott,  Pond,  Keeves,  Rogers, 
Texada,  Wall,  Weaks  and  Weightman.  15 
Senators. 

Nays.     None. 

Consequently  the  nominations  were  unan- 
imously confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  injunction 
of  Beeresy  was  removed  on  the  action  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  these   nominations . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wall,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned,  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened. 

Monday,  February  11th,  1864. 

The  Senate  met  in  Executive  session. 

Present— Mr.  Tliomas  H.  Weightman  in 
the  chair. 

Messrs  Abuey,  Barrow,  Clark,  Fuller, 
Gantt,  Lott,  McDonald,  Pond,  Reeves, 
Moore,  Rogers  and  Wall— 13  Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gray,  the  reading  ol 
the  journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed 
with  and  it  was  approved. 

The  President  pro  tem  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  communication  from 
hia  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to-wit  : 
No.  18. 

Executive  Office, 
Shi'eveport,  February  11th,  1864. 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Meinb  ers  of  the  Louisiana  Senate 

I  hweby  nominate  and  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoiilt 


J.  D.  White,  to  be  Notary  Public  in  and  for 
the    parish  of  Bienville. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't.  serv't. 

HENRY  W.  ALLEN. 
Governor  State  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
cousideration  of  said  nominations,  and  on 
a  further  motion  to  confirm  the  same  the 
roll  was  called  and  the  following  was  the 
result  of  the  vote,  to-wit  : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Abney,    Barrow,  Clark, 
Fuller,   Gantt,    Lott,    McDonald,    Pond, 
Reeves,     Rogers,     Texada,     "Wall,     and 
Weightman — IS  Senators. 
Nays — None. 

So  the  above  nominations  were  unani- 
mously confirmed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Abney,  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  was  removed  so  far  as  the  above 
nominations  is  concerned. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Abney,  Barrow,  Fuller, 
Clark,  Gantt,  Lott,  Moore,  Pond,  Eeeves, 
Wall  and  Weightman— 12  Senators  pres- 
ent. 

The  Chair  laid  before  the  Senate  the  foU 
lowing  communication  from  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  to-wit : 

No.  19. 
ExEciTivE  Office,  j 
>Shreveport,  La., Feb.  11,  1863.    f 
To  the  Honorable  the  President  and 

Members  of  the  Senate  : 
I  am  informed  this  day  that  P.  E.  Bonford 
lives  in  the  second  district.     It  is  my  wish 
to  place  him  in  that  judicial  district,  and  T. 
C.  Manning  in  the  first  district. 
Respectfully. 

HENRY'  W.  ALLEN, 
Governor  of  the  Sta,ie  of  Louisiana. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Moore,  the  rules  were 
suspended  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  above  communi- 
cation, and  on  a  further  rription  to  ratify  and 
confirm  the  .ilteration  therein  contained, 
the  roll  was  called  and  the  following  was 
the   result   of  the  vote,  to-«vit : 

Yeas — Messrs.     Barrow,  Butler,     Clark, 
Fuller,  Gantt,  Lott,  McDonald,  Moore,  Poud 
Reeves,  Wall  and  Weightman— 12  Sena- 
tors. 
Nays— None. 

Consequently  the    Senate    unanimously 
ratified  the  alteration  in  said  appointments. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Clark, the  injunction  of 
secrecy  was  removed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gastt,  the  Executive 
session  adjourned  and  the  doors  were  or- 
dered to  be  re-opened. 

W.  F.  WAGNER, 
Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
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